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TO THE

,

KI N G.

I

SIRE,

TO

whom can the Miffionary Soc~ety
.
fo properly dedicate thefe firft-fruits of their labours as
to YowR MAJESTY, · by whofe order the voyages of
difcovery were firfi undertaken, which have brought
into view the ·numerous iflands difperfed oyer the Pacific
Ocea.n ? The reports made concerning then:i attractedthe general attention of European nations ; .~nd YOUR
MAJE-STY's fubjeB:s felt themfelve~ peculiarly interefied,.
whether their views led them to confider thefe d.ifeoveries,
as tending to enlarge the bounds of fcience, or as opening
.

..
,.

a field of commercial fpeculation. A nobler obje.a ,
Sire, has engaged the attention of the Miffionary Society,
who, believing CHRISTIANITY to be the greatefi
bleffing ever imparted to 1n_ankind, defired to comniuni- "
.
cate that in.efiimable gift, with all its happy effects, to,

'\

'
.,
¥..-.' .

thefe unenlightened regions .

..

a 2

.

'

DEDICATION .

ADVERTISEMENT.

. On landing among thefe iilanders, our compaffions
were more powerfully excited to find their population
, greatly diminifhed, · and, rhrough t~e prevalence of vice,
tending to utter extin_a ion. On this accou~1t we conceive it to be our duty to make the moft vigorous efforts,
in dependence on the ble:ffing of Almighty God, for the
amelioration of thei-r wretched eftate.
Perfuaded of YouR MAJESTY·, s gracious approbation

·-o f our labours, and encouraged by the moft aufpiciou$
commencements, we haiv-e determined on renewed exertions. Whatever beneficial confequences may re.fult
.from the attempt, ;w e fhall ·be happy to afcribe them,
-u nder GOD, :t o YouR MAJEstY's govern1nent a.s their
-origin ; and we embrace th.is ·public occafion · of ofte.r.ing
.the dutiful .homage of

,

·y OUR .MAJESTY'S
Moft refpeaful and loyal fubjeas,
·THE D_IRECTORS OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY

4

THE impatience of our brethren to gratify the curiofity of the
public, muft plead our excufe that the following papers are arranged
in a lefs lucid order than we could have wifhed. In collecting from
·the public and private .journals, we have defired to preferve the language of the rela~or, which, ·if not the moil polifhed, may notwithilanding be the moil affecting. The body of the· journal is
the compofition of Mr. William Wilfon, from the Captain's papers,
his own, and the Miffionaries' reports.
As there was Ia neceffity of
.
;filling up fome chapters from the journals -of the Miffionaries themfelves, there will fometimes be obferved a change of perfons, according as indi~iduals, or the body, are introduced fpeaking. It is hoped
.that our readers will pardon this defect, and that whate~er perplexity
it may occafion will be removed by-referring to the lift of Errata .
It was deemed improper to alter cuilomary marit_ime phrafes for the
fake of grammatical accuracy. We fhall be truly happy, if the information h ere de.tailed fhall produce fome powerful impreffion on
the minds of our countrymen ; intereil them more tendedy in
behalf of the wretched heathen; and excite fuitable efforts to repair
the miferies which Europeans have in part occafioned, as well as to
refcue from deftruclion of body and foul a gentle race of fellow-men,
who have, toward our own nation efpecially, exp reffed the moil
affectionate attachment•
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THE .

ISLANDS WHERE MISSIONARIES HAVE SETTLED,
,AND OF OTHERS WITH WH ICH THEY ARE CONNECTED,

l

•

•

THE relation which geographical knowledge bears to miflionary
exertion"is as obvious as it is important. If fincere and enlightened
Chr&ians had been attentive to the magnitude, the population, and
the moral .and religious fiate of the c~untries which are frill de:0:itute
of the gofpel, it -feems impoffible that they fhould ever have remitted
their labours for the conver.fion of the ·heathen. A deficiency of
jnfofmation ·upon thefe interefiing fubjed:s is not mer€?1Y to be la:.
mented as an occafion of fatal rn:gligence; it is alfo to be guarded
ag.ainft as a caufe of -.error, and of failure, in, the conduct of miffionary
-.efforts. If thefe are excited only by cafual difcoveries of the wretched
condition in which fome detached parts of the heathen work! exifi,
other nations are liable to be difregarded, which, in a variety of
refpecl:s, might ~e preferable objecls of evangelical millions.
For the reafons which determined the Miffionary Society at Lon..
don to commence its operations with a voyage to the Pacific Ocean~
we refer :the reader -to .a well-;known Memoir., which was publicly
ddivered when the Society was formed in September 1795, and is
.annexed to an impreffion, of the Sermons that were preached on
the occafion. That decifi0n having been made, the utmofi diligence
was ufed to collect into a diftincl: and -comprehenfive view, -the in.;
formation tha.t was fcattered through numerous printed volumes, or

h
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was att~i~able. by means of man~fcript a~d ;~;b~l ·.commu~ications,
refpetting thofe iflands which it appeared. practicable to vifit in the
projett:ed voyage. An e;xt:nfive compi_lation of this nature was put
into the hanrl&-·o( .the. mH1ioNaci.es -;• and f~eral maps wei-€ confirutted,
to illufirate the geographical details, as well as to a{Iifi the intended
naviga~ion; the materials from which thefe were formed having till
theR ---re.ma-ined . unconnected, ot been ~xhip1ted -'only 'upo~ 'a minute
general fqile. .
.
,·
.
<
By an abridgment of the accounts thus compiled, it is attempted,
in thi~ preliminary difrourf~~ to gratify perfons who may wifh for a
co~pendium of the principal information to be derived from former
voyag__es refpett:ing th~ three i~ands to which <?ur mi~o~aries have
happily gained accefs. Thefe places are defcribed in th~ fame order
· jn which_, they ·were viflted by Captain Wilfon; and to the account
of each is fubjoined a brief defcription
of other ifiands
with which'
,,
I
a habjtual iI?tercourfe is- maintainetl from thence; and tQ which we
.may therefore h'ope the ufefulnefs df our. . bret:Rren ~iH gradually be
extended*. A few: gener~ remarks -hpon the Pacific O~eah, ~nd
the tountr-ies fituated' :within its · limits, appear nece:ifari b'6t'\l to in:.
troduce and to conclude the whole.
This ocean, which covers almofi half the globe, was u_n known
to Europeans at the commencement of the fixteenth century, having
.
'
been firfi feen from the ifihmus that connett:s the continents
' called ~forth and South America, .on the 25,th of Sept~mber i' 5_(3,
by a Spahiard named Bafco Nunez de Balboa.. Its wefiern boundary
had been approached by the Portugucfc only· two years ' eadiq,,
Francifco Serrano having difcovcred 'the Molucca iflands '{rprhed:iately
·after the conquefi of Malacca by the cele~rated A1buqp~rque. To
•

*

•

r

ftimulate exertion, and to preclude contention in the rival difcovercrs

.,

•

The general chart of Captain Wilfon's track is necelfarily upon. too fmail a fcale to afford

a fuitable reprefentation of thefe illands ( but they are all 4elineated, an inch to a degree, in one

of the above-mentioned maps, which has been publifued for the benefit of ~he Miffionary Society, and is fold by Mr. Faden, Charing Crofs, and Mr. Chapman, Flt·et Street, ' price 10s. 6d,
·pJ,ain, or J 5s. coloured,
·
;;

.

llL

. t'h ')

t. •'

'

£~·om Spain ~nd Portugal, Pope Alexander the Sixth configned to the
dominion of thefe two nations all heathen countries that iliould be
difcov;ered by them; and allotted to each one half of the globe, commencing from the wefiern limits of Brazil in South America, of
which provinc.e the Portuguefe had previoufly obtained po:ifeilion.
The i,mperfett:ion of geographical fcience at that time left it doubtful
to' whi"ch of thefe hemifpheres the Moluccas bel_o nged; and the precious fpices peculiar to dtofe fmall iilands rendered the decifion important. To . afcertain this was the purpofe of the firfi voyage
acrofs the Faciiic <Dcean. It was planned and executed by Hernando
de ,Mag,dhanes, who had ferved under Albuquerque at Malacca;
but having been ill rewarded .by the court4>f Portugal, he ~ithdrew
to · Spaitl,. ·f.rom whence he failed with five !hips under his command
on the 2 r fi of September 1519. He wintered in South America,
ar-d, in the: October following, . difcovered the frrait which · has
fince 'borne his name; He entered the great South Sea on the ~8th
of- November 1 s20 ; and having advanced north ward to· the . tropic
of CapH;icorn~ proceeded in a north:.wefi courfe with fuch eafe..and
rapitlity, that he judged the vafi ocean he was traverfing worthy to
be dilled the PA c rF·r 0. , It is wel.J known, that the ,prevailing winds
between t11:e tropics follow the path of the furl, where they are not
diverted from , it by heights of land; and the incomparable breaath
of this.ocean affords an uninterrupted pa:ifage to thofe eafierly .currents
of air, which, an account of the advantages that navigators derive
from their regularity, are called the trade winds. Magalhanes
having cro:ifed the equator too foon ta meet with the fertile jflands
. of the fouthern tropic, foimd no place of refre~ment till the 6th of
·March 1~521, when he difcovered a range bf fmall iflands in the
longitude of _1,46 degrees eafi from Greenwich, ana extendinf from
13 to 20! degrees of north lat~tude.
He named them Ladrones, on
account of the thieviili djfpofition of the natives, ·which b,{s fince
been found "univerfal m the Pacific Ocean. • Proceeding wefivyard
b 2
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he difcovered, on the 10th of the fame month, one of the iflands
wpich have fince been called the Philippines. They form the northernmofi part of the grand archipelago which borders the coaft of Afia,
extending from 19 degrees north latitude and 1 22 degrees eaft longitude, fouth-wefiward to Malacca, and fouth-eafiward to New
· Guinea. At a fmall ifiand ·of this group Magalhanes finifhed his .
courfe, being killed in an encounter with the natives on the 27th of
April. Some of his fhips afterward reached the Moluccas, the objecls of their purfuit; which are fituated amidfr more exten:live
iiJ.ands, in the 111:: degree of north latitude, and in 127½ degrees eafi:
longitude. One fhip only of the fquadron, named the Viclory, with
a crew of no more than thirty perfons, under the command of Sehafrian. Cano, returned by the Eaft Indies and the Cape of Good
_Hope to Europe, having accomplifhed the·firft circumnavigation of
the world within a period of three years.
Having, by a £ketch of this voyage, paid a tribute to the memory
pf Magalhane~, who conducted an unequalled enterprife with the
· utmofi fortitude and fkill, we can only notice fucceeding navigators
in connexion with the iflands to be defcribed. In pointing out the
fituations of thefe, their latitude muft be underfiood to be fouthward
from the equator, if not otherwife expreffe~; and their longitude
js reckoned eafiward and weftward from the obfervatory at Greenwieh toward its anti-meridian.
The' want of a proper guide fo~ the pronunciation of names ufed
by the South-Sea iflanders, and the diverfity of modes in which they
have been fpelled by writers ··and compilers ,of voyages, have long
been fubjecl:~ of complaint. The remedy has "become difficuit in
proportion to the extent of the evil. The variety of journals from
which extracts are given in the narrative of Captain Wilfon's voyage,
has fruftrated, in a great meafure,_ the endeavours that were ufed to
adopt an uniform and diftincl: orthography throughout the volume.
Whether the attempt made for that purpofe, in compiling the prefent jntroducl:ory di.fcourfe, is more fuccefsful, mufi be left to the
-~

decifion of the reader. His attention is requefted to the following
rules of pronunciation, in which the genius of the language that is
common to the places defcribed, and the eftablifhed orthography of
tbofe names which have become moil: familiar, have been reciprocally
con{ulted.
xfi. When a fingle vowel forms or clofes a fyllable. /
a is founded as in father;
•
e
as in equal;
o
as in open ;
u
as in duty.
2dly. When two vowels come together,
ae has the fame found with the adverb ay;
ai is founded as in fail ;
au
as in autumn ;
ei has the found of i long; for which this improper diphthong
has, ·from the firfi, been fubfiituted in names that are now
become too familiar to be altered, as in Otaheite, Eimeo,
Huaheine, &c.
fO is founded as in the adverb too, for a fimilar reafon;
ou
as in our; and
oe has the fame found with oy in Englifh words, as joy, &c.
All other combinations of vowels are to be pronounced, according
to the preceding rules, in difiincl fyll~bles.
3dly. When any. fingle vowel is followed, in the fame fyllable~
by a confonant, it has its fhortefi found; as in matter, gift,
otter, upward.
.
4thly. Every confonant, fingle vowel, or diphthong, uniformly retains a diftincl and appropriate found, fubj~a to the pFeceding rules-. The letters w and y are therefore ufed only as
confonants; g is always hard; and th is always founded as in
think. The e is never mute. Thus Otaheite is to be pro..
nounced fo as to rhyme with the adjective mighty.
·

iv
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s~hly. That, tyJlable on.: which:. the ftrongeft emphafis i~ to be
J>laced IS mairkitd as a long fy.I1able (fo 'T()ngatabqo, Ohittahoo)
when th~ words firft occur; but tnis diftinction, , agreeably to
·
Rule 4th, indicates no ath<lr, changein th~ found of the vowel&
over which it is placed.
·
It appears t!ec~fi'ary .sfarther, m r.emar.ki;.. Jibaii, as the differtations
':hich form the Appendix of this vo4.Jme, contai; a cop.wus· defcript1on of the natural and civil ftate of Ot~heite, -nothing relative to that
ifiand is requifite here~ but a hiftory pf tranfacl:ions that occurred
previous to the voyage of the Duff, A prior perufal of the diifertations will therefore be ufeful · to thefe of. our i;eadern- '\.vho de fire to
have in view the eii:-Ciumtla.i;rces and e.ftabli!hed cuftoms of ·the
natives, while they purfue the hiftory. It may alfo affift to underftan~ the brief defcriptions here given•of the other iflands, · in which,
to avoid ta'tftol{)gy; the po..i.rits- wherein they vary ~om Otaiheite are
pr-ihcipally infrfted,on~ : ".lfhe cont:iferurl's tlb.~tt was indifpenfaole, pre...
eluded obforv<1;tions whfoh natlili<llly rnfuh from the various facts that
are mentiop.~d in the following account ,; but we hope that this
deficiency will be .fuppliedl. by tm"e reflections of our ferious · readers>.
From a comparifon between the fevei;al par.ts of this volume it will
,
'
probably. be aGknowledg~_,, in general, that additional demonftration
is amn:ded to fome _very imp><:1'rant t~uths: fuch are-the infufficiency
of every natural enJoytnen't tn eftahl1ili. the real welfare of mankind ,
th~ tti11dency' a~ an. l!lnre:ftraindi g,ratificatian , of appetites and paffion;
to prod\!lc-e : h_o:rid m~ deftru~'Ve crimfls•; tlie adv.antages for which
the moil- ~1v1lized nations ar: m reality indebted .to the gofpel 1 and
the far greater_~leffin~s t~a_t are derived from the fame fource by
-th.e.m who entei: mto tlie fpint ancd power o£ chriftia.nity.
•

v:ii

Hijlorical Acco1:nt of Otaheite.

A

FREQUENT as the intercourfe of Europe~n~ with th~ natives of
this ifland has been for the laft thirty years, 1t 1s uncertam whet~er
· r .·10d While
any interview between them had occurred at .a~ ear 1e~ pei • . •
th
the identity of various ifiands vifited by modern navigators, Wl . ~e ·
·r
r•
f ' the Spaniards h;s been indui;>itably proved, it 1s
ear1y d ncovenes o
,
.
.
1. 0 ~
barely prob~ble that Otaheiter was fe~n by Pedro_ Fer~andez ~e Qu :
· 6o6 He h ad failed with two fhtps from Lima m 'Peru, to fearch
co~tinent which he {uppofed tb exift
the peig?bourhood of
feveral iflands ;hat Had be~n clifcover-ed by him,in•a voy-a~-t performed
eleven years befo~e. _For t1:is ptup0f~ he pr~eeded fouth ~ard to ~he
?.?th degree of latitude; but mee!ing 'o~l_Y _with~ few low 1ila~ds, he
returned into the latitude of his former .d1fcoven<1~, and on his w'ay
c 11 · with an ifland, 1.'I th February·, which, on account of the
1.e in
.
r
•
H. r, 11 ·
r r'1·bed bv' it's !horbs he 'named Sagit.t:ana.
lS 1tna er
curve de1'7
i-' . .
'
,.
•
,
•.
1
v;ifel anchored·\ n ·.a b,ay on the fout~ coa~; hut the boats we~e pre-vented Ia'.nding by the furf hich beat upon the _reefs. A young
' named Francico Ponce, fwam with much hazard to a rock,
n
ma,
'.
fhS
.d6
whe'i:·e the ijlande~s ]n~t .and careif~d him ·: 1others o t e fai_u~r ,
imitating the fpirited example of P<mce, 'werC? ·equally ':ell rece1ved.
When they fwam back to t'he boats, they were ~ccompamed 0y feveral
of the natives, who, after having fom~ Erefents ~a~e to t~1em, retu:ned~
well pleafed, to their comrades on-iliore; 1.r?e next day the ~p~mards_,
1
'h aving hauled their'boats .over the reef, l}~rid~d, -With.out feei~g aRy_of
the inhabitants; they proceeded through a thi.tk ~~~. (m_W~~ch
they found .a morae, and erected a crucifix) toward a bay·~pon _the
oppofite ,fide of the ~iland. They could obtain nq rrefh wat;;~r ,m a
'plain whidi they fearched for it; but refrefhed themfelves wfth ~he
milk of cocoa-nuts / which grew ~'there abund~ntly . . ~oa.,ded wrt~
1
this fruit , they ·returned to the landing-place, 1h water -up to their

~:/a

'•

.
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knees, along the meadow, over which the tide had flowed; they
re-embarked however without difficulty,. a pa{fage through the reef
having been found for the boat~; anp. a very aged WOplan, whom
~hey had met i~ the woods, willingly accompanied them to the !hips, .
where fhe was clothed-and fed. When !he was fent back to fhore,
fhe direcl:ed the Spani~rqs to fome of her countrymen, who were occupied with their canoe,s. The i"flanders bel;:1;ved amicably; -and fome
of them, with their chief, ventured to go off with feveral Spaniards·in
the boat; ·but being fuddenly alarmed, they leaped into the fea, excep~
the chief, who was detained by force till they reached Quiros's !hip.
They could not. perfuade him to go on board ; and therefore, having
made him fome prefen.ts, fent back the boat with ,him. The few
Spaniards _who l'.€11J.ll.i'.ned on iho~e had peFn ,furrou,nded, and
threatened, . by more than a hundred of ther n~tiyes, armed with
fp~a,rs and·ciubs.. Upon ~he faferreturn of the chief, a perfect reconciliation t9ok placeJ · and _they parted very amicably, the natives pro(:~ding t_oward a finall ·iilet. They are , defcribed as of a mulatto
~.ofour, w_d l l]la~e, · and deftitute 9f clothing,· except the women,
:who were covered fr0m the waift downward with cloth made of bark.
Quiros co~fted. this iflq.rtd to the north-weft the following day, and
at noon ob(e~ved the latitude ~o be 1 7° 4o'. This coincides with the
wefter.n fide 9f Otaheite.; but the filence of Quiros .refp~cling the
ifiand of Eimeo, whis;h w,ould have been tn fight from thence,
is perfectly _unaccount!ible, ., andrinvolves the identity pf Ot~heite wit~
. the Sagittaria of Quiros in umch doubt • . On ~he other hand, the
place where the' Spapiards Janµc:;d, agrees very well with the ifthmus
by which the ,two peninfulas of Otaheite are connected. The preceding
account
will ,...enable
our .readers to .form their, own
.
.
- fentiments upon a
fubj~ct. of which different judgments have been adopt~d by refpectable
geographers.
.
.
.
. : Captain Wallis, in his Majefty's fuip Dolphin, difcovere1 Ofaheite
on the 19th of.June 1767. Th<;: veffel being clofe to the fouth-eaft
end .of the_ifhmd, was furrounded by a great number of canoes, with
..
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more than eigf.idrarrrdred ptmple- on bdaq:&: ·,tlru_¥, ..in ·gem~ral, b-ehaved
amicably, exC'epting that tliey .ffole every :htn.g' they coul~ _feize.
Thefe· practices hr.ought on a flight fkirmiiih, hut pd:ce was foorr ap'parently efta:bliihe.cl. Captain Wallis, fucc'eeded ih getting . to windt..
ward of the ifl-and du.ring: t-he night; and the n~xl ·day failetl along the
eafiern coaft. On the followin.g · he a11.chottd<near the north-eafte~n
frh.ore ·; and his boats being employed in foundirtg, were. atta.c:U.:ed by
tlie illand'ers
.
' one 0f whom was killed:, and artoehet wounded in the
· coneeft. ·Ti:affic1.w
. 1as- notwitlhftartdi:ng,fpeedi:J.,y reftore~t 'Fhe1 native
women ufed the· moil: fuarneie.fs entioemenfs fo \ induce th'e f.a.itors
t~ land, but they had· rlie precaution not to quit1'their boats; and 'fome
fmaU cafks, which tlfey entrufted to fhe iflanders to procure freffi.
water,- were irolen ·by 'them~,
Captain Wallis.'Having weighed ancthor on the 23d, difcover.ed the
bay which is. formed by the €oafi of Matt!a-va'.e-,Jdie northeFrtmoft di-ftrict
of the ifl.and.. Hav:ing doubled its. north-ea1,letn ca:pe, Jince· oalled
Point.Ve1nlS, th·e IDolphil)l- ftrudk upon: a.c0ral rock-which •j,s. det?ached
from tlae:reef tih-at b©I'tlePSJ tHe <waft. The ill-ip rerrt~ined:' immov-eabl~
almoffan hour-, :rintl:.was t-hertufie:»pededhr' rdlieved by a bree:te-w14icli
fprurtg, up fo?>Jfi, th~. flll.oce:. ~ft~ ~tiiiv.~~ ih many _h:tindred can__oes:
waitedr arbmlitd t"oi fe-er th~ eVehts· wl'iieW w"Ja.s! likely fo 1 tfav~. beeri
attencted. witrht ithe:- en:t:it:e 'd~fi¥if&f©}i) of.'!!he <'cr.Jw. 'Fhe-y a'n€h6Fecl;
however,. fo0'rtl af~rwardl itt- tlfo· bay,,, and.L the' vefThi} was found
to , have received little damage. The: following clh.y: while warping
nearer to the. ftidre, they· were attac-k ed- by a· multitude of large
canoes, and ihower..s- of heavy: fi0nes- weve poured in every dfrectiort
upon the fuip. 'The iilanclir-sirefl€'.\Vedf the) affa~lt, even when t-hey
had-been.i:ep-ulfed.f by th@ gr~ati guns-; _ but- after repeated e*per•ienee: of
th(fit· dtiftru~i¥~ €'.ff~S-i• tlrey difp~rfed,- 'atid-fleti•f0i die rffo~imains:
The ili.ip }raviagr.hct@n , It'i@~retl aibr-ea.flfi. of. t'he -ti¥et> of M a:tfavae;
Jj,-ieutenaNt- Futneau~ - laf.\ff{fd),. · ,hi\tr J.itlJ!ib"tlt> 0ppo:fitfoFi ere~ecl' a
Britifh.p-encdat1t 0"rft1i~ fliot~ aq;iei foffll~liyrtoollpc5ffeifron•o~·the ifland
in-the n1l.Ifi~-of' lfis--own- f-'<Wfr-elgf:f: r 'Jlhi-s--: isf a: cer~monyc w-hich· has
C
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'been·continued from ,the' ,period. when "it was fuppofed that the pope
.haa a dghf to difppfe of all countries inhabited by heathens. Wha:tever idea .the iilanders f9rmed of this tranfaction, they did not fuffer
.the flag to~rematn tilPthe. following day,. Oammo, who at that time
governed tlie l~rger., ptnihfula, of Otahejte in behalf of his fon
Temarre, caufea it cto be taken ~away during the.night; and.it was
ufed long after. as a kind of drefs which conilit'utes· .the badge of
·royalty. 1 'f<he- nexkmQrhjpg ,a parliy of. failors were compelled by 1:he
·Ilatiyrs.. 1tf:> rretite frorni: tt,e river,· to which they had been fent for fref11
.watct1;; · hut .the crowd l?eing difperf~d by the.:{hip's guns, and many of
their rcanOfS being ds:1J1oliihed by way of puniihment, they gave up
their attem.p}s ca,t r~fifianGef a;idJrom t,hat time became peaceabk a11d
docile. Oammo retired from the fceneJ- p.,robably le.ft the ,Epglifh
-$o¥JJJ:i )reveng~ fuppnrlJis perfon•,t_
h~ <1ffa,ul~s ~hey ~ad fo'ftained. His
confort Oberea ( or Poorea )- had been feparated from him after tlfe birfh
of Teman;.e,, cap,parenJ]y an' account of her reluctance to defiroy the
child.. Her' authority was, not diminiihed by their feparation, and
fhe, exercifed it1.in ~fifordipg the n;ioftJ1ofpjta.ble r½ception to.,Captain
1Wallis and his peopli, ma~y of "":horn were much reduced by illnefs~ .
;rhefe were;!' ;ftati"oned en ihqre, ~nd a regular traffic was efiabliflied for
frefh pr9yifio,ns. It was,, however, foon interrupted, and great inFonverv.eI.:lc~ prod u~ed,~! by ;~h~, li(feritiou~1iriJ:ercourfe_,of the .arew with
the female i.{Jaq9~rs. f Thi§ wa,5 unlikely fo . be e:hecked by Oberea,
w hofe chara.Gtef ,. f9r-. fen(ua}jty -1exce<;ded even tlie ufoal frandard
at Qtaheit~. :At thi~ time fhe cohabited with Toopaea, who h~d
fled froJJ1 his nativ~i ,pl&ice, Uli.,etea, and had been appointed, chief
pri~f1 at' tl'tis ifland. He e~ss:lled all the Soll;th:..Sea iflanders that have
·been .knoV:'n, fgr infqnu.atio11 and,fagaqity ;, arid difiiJ1guiihed him'felf
very early•by hjs inquifitive difpo.fitioh, and ~s aptnefs.to imitate the
manners pf the Englifh .. , J .11Q.~layr}¥, man, , of inferio.r rarik,' named
Owhau, likewife reng.ered ; l)im(elf r,emarkable ~nd _ufeful, by his
friendly attentio1J to the navigators; and tht prude;1ce wit'h w,hich·he
negotiated between th~~ and his ~ountrymen. Uhder his guidance
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Mr. Gore made fome pr~grefs into the interior of the ifland; and
when provifions became fcarce at Mattavae, Owhau procured them
from other difrricts. Ample fupplies having been obtained, and the
health of the fhip's company being re-efrablifhed, Captain Wallis
failed. on the 27th of July. He requited the hofpitality of Oberea
with a variety of prefents; among which were turkies, a gander and
goofe, and a cat; with many iron .uteri!ils, which t}:ie natives were
eager to obtain, having learned the ufe of them from a ·neighbouring
low ifland, named Tappoohoe, :where .a Dutch fhip, belonging to
Roggewein's-.fquadron, had been wrecked forty-five years qefore.
. Early in April 1768t Ota'heite. was again vifited by Europeans.
M. de .Bougainville, in the Boudeufe frigate, accompanied by a fiore:iliip, coafted this ifland Jo the eafrward, as Wallis had ·done; but
was dctterred from doubling Poirit Venus, by the 'appearance of the reef
which, enclQfes it., A timid caution·, which mo.ft of the French navigator,s have betrayed when at fea, expofed M. de13ougainville to the inconvenience of anchoring within· a reef on the windward .fide of the:
ifland. · He was amicably J receive~ by Or:ette,•cchief of Hedea, the
djfuict where'the iliips were moored: _This,perfon's brother, Outooroo,
attached hirofeif to~the commander immediately upon his arrival, and
afterward accompanied him to France. The father of thefe young
men, Owaho,u, and fome other' principal pepple of the diftricl:,
objected, however, to the tick perfons b_eing landed from the fhips,
ti_l! an affurai:ce .was, given that they would not remain many days.
M. de Bougainville was foon vifited by Tootaha, youngeft brother
9f Oammo, :\.vho pre!ided over the· wefiernmofi difiricts of the ifiand.
He was accompanied by feveral others of the royal family, whofe
fuperior fiature difiinguifhed.them from· the reff of the co_m pany. It
does not appear that. Oamino, or ·Oberea, 'whofe· ufual. · refi~ence was
;it the fo~thernmqfi. part of the larger penin[ula, vi!ite~ Hedea during
the fiay of the French, which lafted only eight days._ It vv'as apparentlyLr¢ndered the more pcicifie, 'it1 confequence of the experience the
iflanders had derived, from Captain Wallis's vifi~, whom they fup ...
C 2
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pofed to have come .from the fame country as M. de Bougainville.
They fupplied abundanc;e of proyiflOI'lS,, aJ1d -willingly affifted the
working parties fr.om th~ !hips, but avai1.<'ld themfrlves of every opportunity to·pilfei;. Senfuality f~Fms. to have been practifed with frill
greate~ indecency than before, and feveral ~tirders were priv.ately
co~nutte~ by the French failors, notwit~ftanding the hofpitality
w1th which they were entertained. A woman wbio. had failed from
France with the crew, difguifed -in man's apparel, ~as detected by
the natives upQJl her landing:. Accufl;omecil tp feei the fexes clothed
alike, they imrnediatdy penceived .the diffe.lieq.ce of per . fhape; · but
they conceived mean ideas of Eu;opean beauty: from her countenance.
The French veffels failtd 4i-th April; after the l0fs of foveral anch~rs, .their cables havjti.g been cut a£under-:.by: the~€oral roe2k~ Within
a few weeks afrerwar.ds M. tl~.iBougainvill~f"o.d!ild tro.at feverad>"'p<tople
.on board, and Dutooro:o· himfdf, l we11e) itJ1.f€&cfd with · the velile:rreal
difeafe. Captain WalJis feems to h~ve been peculiarly .attentwe to
the ' i,l:ate of his fh.ip's company, and' pof~ively afferts thait they
were entirely~free: from C:Viery fynlptom 0f 1rbis .diforolert ii~ months
before, and :£\:ill lon'gd :a£ter theii:,y;intr at· Otal\,eite. r The accounts
of th~ iffander.s refpect~ng their prievious -k1D_awledgeJo.n. the complaint
ate confufedi afld contr,adicl:ory.. The.prefomt e~iftenc~, and the general
prevalence of the ev~l, is hut to.o obvious ; and it co11cw.rs with other
dn;adful effects of femfu~lity, tro. threate.ml: the enti..re .depopulation of
thi~ l?,eau~iful ifland;· if- it' he~rrq {eafunaMy avooted . 1b3/ tilie l}appy
influence of the gofpet
, , ' l ,·
.
, .
Subfequent to M ~de B.olilg;:tinv.ille':s departuFe, a reVioliliition occurir€a -i,n
the gov~r~ment ©f Otah.eite, the effects_ of w~ich. pro:.vedi ,t~ be. permanent ar:id important. The wh0le,iiland at that" ti:tne acknowfodged ~e
fovereignty of Temarre. T.he £maHe11 pc.minfala, · €a.l.tecl. ',feia,11rab60,
was gov.erned by an elderly ina~ -~ med Waheadqq;.i., . difta.T!l.tl-y, r@
lated
t-0 the king. Th.e hwg~r. p_~ninDulai h<!s ufoally boon, difa:t[b.ut~~ -iato
three pt,incipal governments, ·eaeh of which included fe.veral fl!!boPdipate pifi.ricts : -they were then fubj.edt to thJJee hF0thers~ Oa,mm0,

Tootaha, and Happae ; the latter prefiding over .the northern· ~nd
eaftern diftricts, which are collectively named Tepirreonoo. Toota?a,
who poffeffed confiderable talents, and was actuated by a reftlefs ambition, confpired with Waheadooa to wreft the government of the
ifland from Oammo and Oberea; and to transfer the royal dignity
from their_fon to Otoo, the fon of Happae, during whofe minority
the conduct of public affairs was to be committed to Tootaha. This
' plot could not elude the penetration of Toopa.ea ; and he ufed all his _
1rntereft with Oberea to fruftrate it in time, by putting Tootaha to
death. He· did not, however, preyail with. her to confen~ to fo violent
.a meafure; ·and when he found the explofion ready t0 burft, he fled
to the interior· mountains for his p~tfonal fafety. Waheadooa, fiimu.lated by the defire of becoming wholly independent of the larger
peninfula, paffed the ifthmus w'ith his army, and defeated that which
Oarnmo had collected to oppofe him. Tootaha, at the fame time,
with the forces of Att.ahooroo and Tettaha, attacked from the weftward the diftrict of Pappara, .Oammo's refidence·; and carried off,
from the gteat morae at that place to 'another in Attahooroo, the
peculiar en£g,ns 0f the regal and (acerdotal <:>ffices. The grand ceremonies •whi<1:h •are attended wit.h human facrifices, were therefore performed at the morae of Attahooroo for thirteen years after that event.
This di:fliricl: being one of the larg.eft and moft fertile in the ifland, and
confia.Rtly gaining ,ft.tenigth by·affording protect-ion to fugitives from
ot,h.er quarters, was •too p0werfal ·to be fpeedily difpoffeffed of its
acquifitions. Toota,ha had efiablifhed himfelf in the regency, and
Fefided: at Opane, .the hereditary difirifi of the new fovereign Otoo,
when Lieutenant Cook, in the Endeavour, anchored in the adjacent
bay ofMattavae, 12th April I 769-. His objects were to obferve the
approaching tranfit of the planet Venus over the difk of the fun, and
to renew the fearch which Qbliros had fet on foot in the laft century, for
a continent· fuppofed to exi:ft in the fouthem rart of the Paci~c Ocean.
The Endeavour was immediate.Jy -viJited by crowds of the natives,
among whom Owhau was recognifod by Mr. -Gore and others who had
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fail~d with Wallis. His affiftance was agai.n found ufeful in the traffic
}vluc~ com_menced; uhdh proper regulations, with his countrymen;
and m _appearfing_their refentment, when it was excited by the death
of one of them, too halbly inflicted in confequence of their thefts. A
fmall ·fort. was erected near the northernmoft point of the ifland,
which now received the name of Point Venus,, on account of the
obfervations that were made .upon that planet the 3d of June. At the
f~me time a party was fent to the nelghbouring iiland of Eimeo, to
obferve the tranfit from thence., Lieutenant_Cook afterwards made a·
furvey of Ofaheite, in which he was accompanied by Mr. (now Sir
Jof.~p_h) Banks, who had failed in the Endeavour with a view to
the adyapceJilent' of,natural hiftory. They met with Waheadooa and
his fon,~ then a~out thirteen years .of age, at Teiarraboo, and found
that P,vJ:l~nfula in· a flouri{hing,_q;mdition. Its inhabitants, boafted of
their- _J:!!i.Iitary prowefs and fu.acefs ; · of which they poffeffed many
tro.Elues,' apd among ot.he;-s, the turkey-cock anq the goofe which
Captain Wallis l?-ad giveJl to Oberea. The Englifh were every
where hofpitably . treated, excepting _the d~predations which they
(uffered from the t:qievifh genius ~of the natives. The faiueJewdnefs
was perpetrated as ,on .former occafions; and, to avojd loathfome
repetitions, we !hall generaUy_-emit to mention ,it in future. Thefe
practices at times interrl)pted the harmony which ufuaUy fubfifted
between the ~a.vigators ~nd the iflanders; but it was alm?ft wholly
deftroyetl prev1ou& to their fepara.tion. Two marines having deferted
from t-he ihip, C9ok ventured to confine Tootaha and feveral other•
principal perfons .till the deferters ihoul_d be brought qack. The natives
by way of retaliation feized upon fome Englifhmen; but being ordered
by Tootaha to furrender them and the deferters to the commander, he
in return releafed his royal captives, ,and their fri~nd!hip was apparently renewed. · _Among t~e principal acquaintance formed by the
Engliih in this voyage, befide thofe already mentioned, were Potatto,
a chief of Attahooroo, and Tooboorae Tamaede of Mattavae ; both of
whom Were detected in thefts, ~lthough ·among the mofi refpectab~e
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perfons in the iiland. Toopaea, having loft his influe·nce by the
revolution, and being deferted 'by ·Oberea for a younger g~llant, left
Otaheite in the Endeavour, I 2th July, and died at Batavia, on the
.
paffage of the :!hip to Europe.
Tootaha had obtained a great quantity of curious and ufeful ~rt~cles
from his European guefts, and he availed himfelf of thefe_acquditions
to increafe his influence over the chiefs of the larger pemnfula. He
fucceeded in perfuading them to unite their force~ ag~inft Teiarraboo,
which he wiihed to reduce to its former ftate of fubJection. Wahea_dooa,
who fought only to enjoy peaceably the independence he had eftabh~ed,
pleaded the fervices he had rendered to Tootaha, a~ an argument to divert
him from his hoftile defigns, which Waheadooa had learned, and was
prepared to refift. The military pride and ar_nbiti?n. of the regent
urged him to perfift in his attempt; and, havmg eqmpped a fle~t of
war canoes, he failed toward the fmaller peninfula, and engaged the
naval ·force of Waheadooa, with nearly equal lofs on each fid~.
Tootaha retired, with a determination to try his fuccefs_ by land. _His
brother Happa~ difapproved of this meafur~, _and rema1?~d at Oparre;
but Tootaha obliged Otoo, who always di{hked fighting, to accompany the army. It engag~d that of Waheadooa at the ifthm~s, and,
was totally· routed: Tootaha and Tooboorae Tamaede were killed on
the fpot; o1ette ·and many others feverely ~ou.nded; and ~to~
efcaped, . with a few of his friends, to t_he fummits of_the _mo~ntams,
where his father and family had taken refuge upon bemg mformed of
the defeat. Waheadooa marched directly to Mattavae and Oparre,
laying wafte all the country, as is ufual in their wars; but he fent rea.;
fonable propofals of peace to Happ~e and Otoo, :Who readily accepted
them. The latter, havjng then arnved at matunty, affum~d the a~miniftration of the government, with the affiftance of his . father s
advice. He.had two fifters, one of whom remained unmarned, and
_beidg older than he, might have put in .a prior claim to the_ fovereignty • but {he waved her right in his favour. Of three brothers,
the eldeft was ten years younger than Otoo ;. he was then a very
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a&tive and inte11nigenti hoy t ;nci has :fi~ce .become· well known uncfer
t~ n~e- o.i Oraipeia : the next brother t W eidooat was Gx year:s
· y@unger than~:: the y0wrgefit Teppa:hoot. then an infantt has ever
fince remained in obfcurityt on account of his deficiency, of"intelleet.
Wahea<ilaoa' <dicl. not rorig furvive his triump:lu'5 ; and hiis- name and
g©Vernm€.Iil:t devolvecft wi:thoub oppofition .upon his £on. A Spaniih
ve~elt. faid to fu..ave been. c@rmmanded by Dom1J.nalil de Langarat viuted
'l'eianahoo about March 1773. She remained ten.days; at arkhor in a
hanooutl' formed, by reefs t at the. fuuth-€aifr elild' of the iiland and
called by _t~e nanives· Owhae-oor.ooa. Fol!llf' of the~ffi.ip's co~any
~ere pu bhcly execl!llt6d there ; and _a fifth- efcaped the :fiime· fate by
flight. lie was the :firft Europeam wfu.o became'.a refidentat Otaheite
and was kimdly treaited- by the natives-t to w h@fe mannerscherentire};
€on:0 rmed. Young Wa.head6oa;mad~ nilµ orre.of bis. principal com:.
pamons and counfell@rs..
·
.
,· ·
,
• €apt~ir1 Cooke vidite~ this iiffandi the foiJm,wing Auguft;_, int the
llefolut10nt ace0mpaniedi h¥ G:aptcJ:irr Fumeaoxt inr th~.· .Axhrem.1mre.
Thefe vdfeTh wer.e im m111Tchs danger ne.-1ir the p'latrec.wHer-e- tlh& S'"paniarod
had' anchorecd, . tfie Refolmti0n firring nepeated[y oll!'the:..acljacent! reef.
O~cthe 117th of A ti gu.£t_tliey; aL1czfiorecti-m{a bay on:.tliie Il<Jttrhtn:n ma:fr ofi
T~1~~riaboo,. ~all;d 0weitapeha. The Englifhcwere:d6.f~p0intetl of ob,.
taln~g pr.ov~1lions1, ~srwas·"faiicr, by'the imluemce of th.eryoun.gi cHief's:
_sp.ai;i1~ advi_feli, who cm-efuMy avoided:.imterc.@ultfe, w:itla them. -'Dh-ay,
gamed mtelhgene.e from an illand.er narmea Tcrrndiout who had·atterrd~d
Coo~ _in par~ o:£ his fmr.v€y-during the former vi(it. The, map o.i
<Jtahe1tet which- had then ~eem em:grcavedt. bei:ng' fhewn to this man:
he read.ii-Ix comprehonded, itt. and1 pointed out by name rlre diftri~
that went marked, upon itr... It.. may.. be.. proper here" to obfervet. thatt
tS.e. nu~ber ~nd the n~me:s oft tliJ:efe,d~~ift©ns Va"Py atrdifferent:.ireriods ;i
a d1finct ~e1~g fometnnes fiuHdivi<dedr into , fe.veral byrthe chiefs,, ,in,
order to ddtnbute the..Iandramong:the:irrr friends;.
Waheadooa did-not. vifit his· acquaintancet Captai:in, Coolit till th-er
23d, and .the latter failed the following day from 0-weitapehaf but:
4
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left behind Lieutenant Pickerfgill to--purchafe hogs-, which the natives
were permitted to bring when almoil: too late. The young chief
difcovered fome ingenuity mingled with boxi!h weaknefst and prefided
at the market with great propriety. Mr. Pickerfgill proceeded from
thence in a boat to Hedea, where he was kindly entertained by Orettet
and his brother Tar6ore. Neither of them made any inqu1ry after
Outooroot although they fuppofed him to have gone with M. de
Bougainville to the fame country from whence Cook came. Toopaea
alfo feemed to be nearly forgotten; · but Sir Jofeph Bankst and others
of the Englifh, who had been moft converfant with the iflanders,
were <!.very where inquired after. The boat rejoined the ihips at
.H~dea, and they proceeded to Mattavaet where they anchored 25th
Auguil:.
Otoot who was on the fhore furrounded by a multitude gazing at
the fhips, did not wait to receive the Engli{h, but hurried in terror
. over the hill which divides Mattavae from Oparret where he refided.
Cook vifited him there the i:iext day, and with difficulty prevailed
upon him to venture on board the fhips on th~ following. Thefe
diftricts had not recovered from the effects of the war with Teiarraboo,
and provifions were fcarce. Potatto -in fame meafure fupplied the
deficiency from Attahooroo. Otoo expreffed much regret at the
..
departure of the veffels, =which occurred 1!1: September.
Captain Cook revifited Mattavae 2-i.d April 1774t having in the
mean time repeatedly entered the antarctic circle in the fruitlefs fearch
after a fauthern continent, which was the principal object of this
voyage. On his lail: departure from Otaheitet he had been actom- pa-nied from the Society Hlands t by a young man of rank and fame
abilities, named Hete-hete. By his advice, red feathers had been
procured at the Friendly Iflands; and they were found to be the moil:
valuable article bf trade at Otaheite. The northern diil:ricts had
alfo recover~d their ufo.al profperity fince the former _vifit of the
Refolutiont and at this time fupplied ·abundantly the wants of the
navigators. They found much relief from bilious complaints by the

.
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ufe of the eve fruit, which, from its external appearance, has been
always calle~ an apple, although it has a fione refembling that of a
peach. Durmg the fiay of Captain Cook, which was prolonged in
order to repair his ihjp, a fleet of large war canoes aifembled in the
bay, fo_r the purpofe of attacking the neighbouring iflaJ1d of Eimeo..
The chief of that country, Motooaro, had married a fifter of Otoo,
a~d being ~xpelled, by his uncle Maheine, he _had taken refuge with
his ~rother-m-law. The weftern diftricl:s having united with thofe of
Tep1rreonoo to ·maintain . the caufe of Motooaro, Towha, who was
then chief of Tettaha, was appointed to the command of the combined fleet. He poifeifed great courage and talents, was advanced in
years, and was hjg~ly refpected. His difiricl: furnifhed forty-four large
canoes toward the fleet ; that of Attahooroo one hundred and fixty;
and M~ttavae, probably in confequenc~ of its late devafiation, only
ten. :eiarraboo alfo was •expected to fend a quota for this e:x;pedition;.
yet both Otoo and Towha, although jealous of each other, entreated
Cook to affift them in attacking that peninfula. The number of
fmall canoes ~mployed to tranfport provifions, and defigned to bring
back the bodies of thofe who might be killed, equalled that of the
larger can~s e~ployed in fi?hting. From the multitude of people
/ embarked m this fleet, Captam Cook computed that the whole ifland
might contain more than two hundred thoufand inhabitants. Sub..
fequent navigators have even exceeded this calculation; but it ap~ears tha~ at prefe~ t~1ere is not a tenth part of that number of people
m Otahe1to. Unlmuted fenfuality, with the gel).eral contamination,
and infant murders, attendant upon it, have, without doubt, dreadfully
diminifhed the population.
Amidft the confufion occafioned by fo great a concourfe of the
natives, fome daring thefts were committed; and the feverity which
' was confequently exercifed, alarmed the timidity of Otoo. One of
his elder relations, named Te, became ufeful as a meffenger and
_mediator between the young king\and his formiclable guefts. Oammo
and Oberea vifited them from Pappara; and the latter, though greatly
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<leclined in dignity, and advancing in years, difcovered . no abatement of lewdnefs. The iflanders exhibited a mock ~ea-fight, and
the' Englifh fome fireworks, for their mutual enterta~nme~1t; and
· they parted very amicably on th~ 14th of May. Hete-hete, w~o
m
11ad connected himfelf with a family at Mattavae, toQk ·a paifage
1
l.
the fhip to fee his friends at Ulietea •. Of _various amma s w :1ic h
had been left at Otaheite by the Refolut10n nme months before,_ ~he
goats and cats.. The expedition
on1y fipecies likely to multiply were
.
to Eimeo proved fuccefsful in reftoring Motooaro to a temporary
pofTeffion of the fovereignty of that _iiland.
.
.
Teiarraboo was fhortly after revifited by the Spamards, m two
fuips from Lima, which anchored in Oweitape~a bay. T~e commander died there, and was buried on ihore, near a crofs which they
had erected, and infcribed with, '' Chriflus vincit," and '' Carolus 3.
" . imperat. 1774·" They alfo conftrucled, of materials which they
bad brought for the purpofe from Peru, a wooden ~oufe, c~nfifii~g
of two aparfmehts, with loop-holes in the walls, wh1ch ad~itted a_1r,
and might be ufed for defence with muf~uetr~. _Two pnefts, w~th
an attendant upon each, remained at this hab1tatron when the ihips
departed, and were peacefully and refpeclfully treate4 by the natives;
but it does not appear that they had much converfation with them.
One of their attendants,_ however, frequently travelled in the ifland,
ancl became familiar with the language of the inhabitants. He told
them many flanderolls fiories of the Engliih, and affured them that
his countrymen had fallen in with Cook's veffel and deftroyed it,
with the whole crew.
Four of the iflanders had failed in the Spanifh ihips to Lima, and
two of them died there. The furvivors were brought back by the
fame veffels ten months afterward, and the priefts and their attendants
were taken away. A bull and a ram, with fome goats, · dogs, and
Spanifh fwine, were landed;. and the houfe and crofs were left ftanding, and carefully preferved ~y the natives. Tho~e who had vifited
Peru returned wholly to their former courfe of life: one of them
d z
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The fhips proceeded to Mattavae, and anchored there on the 24th
of Auguft; a friendly interview immediately took place with Otoo
and his family, which remained in the fame ftate as formerly.
Captain Cook delivered into his charge an Englifh bull, three cows,
a horfe, a mare, and fome fueep, which had been conveyed from
England with very g reat trouble, in the hope of rendering eifential
fervice to thefe hofpitable iflanders. The Spaniih bull had been
tranfported from Teiarraboo to Mattavae on the way to Bolabola; the
fovereign of that ifiand having fent an emiifary, who pretended to
infpiration, to procure the bull from Waheadooa. Captain Cook
arriving in t~me to ftop its progrefs, committed this animal alfo, which
was of a capital breed, to the cufiody of Otoo. Various domefiic
fowls were likewife left with him, and garden-feeds planted in fome
ground cleared for the purpofe. Otoo had befides in his poifeffion
the gander that had been given ten years before by Captain Wallis to
Oberea. - This lady had died fince the former vifits of the Refolution.
The body of Te, the king's uncle, and minifier of ftate, who had
then been dead four months, was frill preferved from putrefaction.
Hete-hete had arrived at Mattavae but a ihort time before his Engli!h
friends, to whom he fuewed an unabated attachment; but he declined
the ufe of fome clothing which they had brought out as a prefent fo
him. Omae having acted as imprudently in the difpofal of his
property at this place as at Teiarraboo, the defign of eftablifhing him
at Otaheite was relinquiilied.
Intelligence being received from Eimeo, that Maheine had again
revolted from Motooaro, and had obliged him to take refuge in the
mountains, Otoo eameftly entreated Captain Cook to take an active
part in the quarrel, but he prudently declined to interfere. Human
facrifices were offered at Attahooroo to infure fuccefs to the expedition,
and Towha and Potatto again conducted the fleet belonging to their
difiricts to attack Maheine. They found him, however, fo well
prepared to receive them, that, after repeatedly applying to Otoo for
reinforcements, without procu!ing any, they concluded a peace on
+
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terms which were advantageous to the revolters. There had been a
great diverfity of fentiments among the chiefs on the fubjecl: of this
expedition, and the blarp.e of its unfavourable iffue was imputed by
fome to the hafiinefs of Towha, and by others to Otoo·'s delay in
augmenting the fleet. The jealoufy which had ~ways fl!-bfifted
between thefe great men was excited to fuch a degree, that Towha
vowed revenge againft Otoo, and was only prevented from executing
it by the menaces of Captain Cook. The latter quitted Mattavae on
the 29th of September I 777, and for the firft time vi:fited Eimeo.
Some thefts which the natives of that ifland committed, were punifhed
by him with unprecedented feverity. He returned no more, being
killed at the Sandwich Hlands on the 16th of 'Februax:y 1779.
Previous to that event Otoo efpoufed Iddea, the elder filter of
Motooaro, with whom he thus became doubly connected by marriage. The firft child ihe bore to him was imn;iediately fuffocated,
that they might preferve their rank in the arreoe fociety; but a
fecond being born was preferved, and in confequence the title and
fovereign dignity of Otoo immediately devolved upo!l' his infant
fon. The father retained his former power as regent, and in the
conduct of it he wa,5 greatly affiO:ed by his intelligent and active
confort. He has fince been called by various names fucceffively; but,
to avoid ·confufion, we fhall only ufe that of Pomiirre, by which he
has been known during the laft foe years.
·
Towha feems to have fuppreffed his refentment till the ufual length ·
of time between Captain Cook's vifits at Otaheite had elapfed; he
then united the forces of Tettaha and Attahooroo with Maheine
againft thofe of Oparre and the eaftern diftricts. The conteft was
frequently renewed, and ufually terminated to the advantage of Towha.
Pomarre's wa~ canoes being nearly deftroyed, his adverfaries purfued
their fuccefs by land, and laid wa.ik Oparre and Mattavae. They •
at length fuffered a fevere check by the death of Maheine, who was·
killed in battle by the hand of Weidooa, Pomarre's younger brother.
This cataftrophe appears to have prevented the renewal of hoftilities
a
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bore no price with them. The ring of an- anchor, which M, de
Bougainvil!e had loft ten years before at HCdea, was produced by
Pomarre, who requefi-ed to have it forged into fmaU adzes. The utmo{t abundance of animal and vegetable food was fupplied in ex:..--- .
change for European articles ; and be/ides the original produc!ions of .
the ifland, pumpkins and capficums, cats and goats, were offered
for fale. It '-Vas obferved, that the women of the higher clafs were
more cautiou~ than formerly of promifcuous intercourfe, probably
in confequence of what they_ had fuffered from difeafe. Pomarre
was importun~te with Mr. Watts to affi{t him in punifhing and
fubduing the people of Eimeo. He complained greatly of the long
abfence of the EngliJh, and of the Jhortnefs of their prefent fl:ay,
which was only for a fortnight. Hete-hCte, who was at Mattavae,
begged to be taken to Ulietfa ; hut Pomarre being unwilling to part
with him, he was obliged to remain.
.,.
An event approached which iffued in an important change of the
condition of Otaheite. The information which had been received
by the former voyages of the great utility of the bread-fruit, induced the merchants and planters of the BritiJh Weft Indian iflands
to reque{t that means might be ufed to tranfplant it thither. For this
benevolent purpofe a Jhip was commiffioned by his Majefl:y, which
was named the Bounty; and Lieutenant Bligh, wh~ had failed as
mafl:er with Captain Cook, was appointed to :eonduc! her to Otaheite,
.where the plants might be moil: eafily and. abundantly procured.
.He arrived at Mattavae on the 26th of Oc!ober 1788, hardly more
than three · months after Lieutenant Watts's departure. Happae and
.Orapeia ·Were found there, and the latter was peculiarly anxious to
prevent .his c0untrymen from pracl:ifing .their ufoa1 thefts. The
frame of Captain -Cook's piclure, which had fulrered fome damage
·by its removals, was brought to .be mended; aQd on the 28th Pomarre arrived with Iddea from a difrrict of Teiarraboo, wJ1ere he had
taken up his refidence. Weidooa, who had gained great credit by
.his prowefs in battle, but was exceffively addic!ed to the intoxicating
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and Iddea to Britain. Hete-hete equally wifhed to go in the
{hip. A coolnefs then fubfifl:ed between Pomarre and Orapeia,
which was fuppofed to h ave arifen from a difagreement of their
w ives. Shortly after the departure of the fhip a revolution took
place at Eimeo, by w hich Motooaro's authority was eftablifhed.
Tareamood6a took refU:ge in Attahooroo, and was afterward entertained by Temarre at Pappara, where he remained in a private fl:ation.
The Bounty re.turned to Mattavae on the 6th of June, having in
the mean time been feized by twenty-five of the crew, who had
mutinied, and turned adrift Lieutenant Bligh, and eighteen officers and
feamen, in the launch belonging to the fhip. Fletcher Chrifrian, the
mafrer's mate, a young man of refpectable connexions and good
talents, was chofen to command the mutineers. He had perfuaded
them t~ go to Toob6uae, a fmall ifland ninety leagues to the
fouthward of Otaheite; preferring it to the latter, as being lefs
expofed to vifits from Europeans. H aving found Toobouae defiitute of animal provifions, he brought the fhip again to Otaheite;
to procure fome frock for the fettlement which he intended to make.
He availed himfelf, for this purpofe, of the fiction which had
been hitherto fupported refpecting Captain Cook; afferting that they
had met with him, and that he had fent the fhip back for all the
live frock that could be fpared, in order to form a fettlement
at a place which Captain Bligh had difcovered in his courfe toward the Friendly Hlands. The inhabitants gave credit to his
ftory, and vied with ~ach other who fhould furnifh moil: for the
fervice of Captain Cook;.· fo that by the 16th of June, four hundred
and fixty hogs, fifty goats, and great quantities of fowls, dogs, and
cal:s were collecl:ed. The bull and cow, which had been committed
to the charge of P-omarre by Captain Bligh, were alfo taken away ;
but the former died on the paffage, from the falls he received. Eleven
(emale Otaheiteans failed with the mutineers; and it was foon found
that thirteen male natives, among whom was Hete~hete, had concealed themfelves in the fhip. When informed of the real deftination '
e 2·
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affigned for their ufe in thefe diftricl:s, which they preferred to others
where they were lefs acquainted.
The more ingenious and indufrrious among them employed
themfel~es in the confrruclion of a fchooner, about the fize of
the paffage-boats between London and Gravefend. It was d,ifficult
to find, and to convey from the mountains, timber fuited to their
purpofe; and frill more fo, to fubftitute fuch articles as were to be
obtained in the country, for the neceffary iron-work, pitch, and
rigging. The natives, although they pilfered -other things, never
fi:ole their tools, but a:ffifted them occa:fionally in the laborious parts
of their work; and were lefs furprifed at their ikill, than at their
perfeverance in fuch an undertaking. It was hardly to be expected,
that the whole of the party who had engaged in it, would adhere
One of them, named
to ·each other till it was completed.
Churchill, who had been mafter at arms in the fhip, and was
very a.dive in the mutiny, accepted an invitation to live with
Waheadooa, who was fovereign of Teiarraboo at the time that Cook
lafi: vi:fited that peninfula. Another, named Thompfon, one of the
mofi: ignorant and brutal of the crew, accompanied him; but they very
:lhortly difagreed. Waheadooa died foon afterward, without children;
and Churchill, having been his tayo, focceeded to his property and
dignity, according to the efta-by:lhed cuftom of the country. Thompfon was excited by envy of Churchill's preferment, and by revenge
for fome t~icks he had played him, to take an opportunity of fhooting him. The natives rofe to punifh the murder of their new fovereign, and ftoned Thompfon to death. A boy of four years old,
who was nephew of the late Waheadooa, and fon of the chief of
Weiooroo, was ackno,vledged as the fucce:!for of his uncle, whofe
name devolved. upon.. him, as it had before done upon Churchill.
Pomarre was anxious that the reft of the Englifh foould remain
unconnecl:ed with Teiarraboo; but ·confented that fome of them ihould
take up their re:fidence at Pappara·with Temarre, who rontinued to
be on terms of friend:!hip with him. They had all been conftantly
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and plentifully fupplied With proviJions by Pomarre's orders, and he
at length requeJled in return their affiJlance to attack Eimeo, where
another infurredion Was formed againJl Moto0aro. They declined to
go thither, but cleaned for him the arms Which Captain Bligh and
CaPtain Cox had given him. Hete-hete, who remained at Otaheite
When the Bounty failed, and a few other natives who had learned
to life them, eaiily turned the fcale of victory againJl the inrights.
furgeats, and confirmed Motooaro in the peaceable poJTeJlion of his
A few months afterwards the weJlern diJlricts of Attahooroo and
Tettahi ( where Teppahoo had died, and his fucceJfor TetOwha was
inimical to Otoo) invaded both Oparre and Pappa,·a, through jea.
loufy of the growing power of the royal family. On this occafion
the mutineers thought it necefli!Jy, for their own fafety, to arm on the
fide of their friends. Their fchooner having at length been _launched,
rigged, and provided with every thing neceJTary, they failed with
a fleet of war· can0es from the north.,.aJlern diilricts againJl Atta.
hooroo; which was llkewife attacked from the quarter of Pappara
by Teman-e and the Englifh people reliding With him. • Potatto,
Tetowha, and their adherents,' took refuge in the mountains, and in a
fhorttime obtained peace by fubmitting toOtoo's a•thority. They alfo
furrendered to him the royal maro, which Was carried in triumph to the
·morae at Oparre, after having remained at Attahooroo twenty.one
years. Tetowha, who was a young man of remarkable comelinefs,
died foon afterwards, and an uncle of Pomarre's Was appointed in his
Jlead. Potatto, through the interceffion of the Englifh, was ,allowed
to retain his itUthority in Attah00roo. After paying a viiit to Motoo.
aro, with whom fome of them refided from that time, they laid up
the fchooner at Mattavae during the ternpeJluous 'feafon, which ufually

prevails between November and March.

Early in 179 r the ceremony took place of invefting Otoo with the
royal garment, on which occaJion Captain Cox's flag was fent entirely
;ound the i/land in token of the young chief's fopremacy. It wa,
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the reft. Lieutenant Hayward having proceeded by water to Pappara,
and fearched for them in vain, Was infonned the next forenoon, that
they were coming down to furrender thernfelves, which they did,
laying down their arms as they approached his party; and Mr.
Hayward
after
them fent
intoinformation
the valley. to Lieutenant Corner, who was defcending
During the whole time of the mutineers' continuance at Otaheite,
P omarre had remained at Teiarraboo, but upon the arrival of the Pandora
he repaired with his fami]y to Opan-e. He had then, in addition to Iddea,
taken to wife her younger lifter, Weirede; hut was ihll equally
influenced by the advice of the fonner. He readily co..operated with
the Britilh officers in their meafures for fecuring the mutineers, and
Was anxious to prevent had confequences from the refentment of
families with which they hact formed connexions. Few of thefe
appear to have been highly refpectable; but one inftance occurred of a
very a1lecting nature. A midlhipman, who had been active in the
mutiny, had lived with the daughter of a perfon of property at
Mattavae, and·lhe had home a child to him. His imprifonment and
removal afflicted l1er to fuch a degree as to bring on a decline that
terminated in her death. Her infant was left to the care of a lifter,
who cherilhed it with the utmoft tendernefs. Three daughters and a
fon were left by others of the mutineers.
0

Notwithftanding the mournful interviews that daily took place
on hoard, between the Englilhmen, who Were kept in irons, and
the native women with whom they had Jived, the ufuaJ courfe _
of feftivity, amufemcnts, and debaucheries, was uninterrupted
during the continuance of the fhip at Otaheite. She failed
oJ\ the 8th of May, accompanied by the fchooner which the mu.
tineers haci built, under the command of a F<tty officer from the Pandora. B_rown, who had never been on friendly terms with the
mutineers, came away in the /hip; and Hete-here Went in her to
Bolabola, his native ifland. Pomarre and his wives were alfo ftil]
delirous of quitting the ifland, but their departure was il:rongly
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Several of the Matilda's people who chofe to continue upon the
ifiand, attached themfelves to different families, and lived in indo.
lence and plenty.
The Dredalus frorefhip, Captain New, had followed Captain
Vancquver from England to Nootka Sound, and was difpatched from
thence, with Lieutenant Hanfon on board, to Port Jackfon. In her
way thither fhe flopped a fortnight at Otaheite, in February r 793.
The fhifs company were treated with the utmofi friendfhip; and two
of the crew deferted, in order to fettle among the natives. · One of
them was recovered by the contrivance of Orapeia, who advifed the
-captain to detain him on board till the man fhould be fent back ; and
having acl:ed his part fo well as to accompli!h the purpofe, he then
diverted himfelf at the expenfe of his friends. The other deferter,.
who was a Swede, was fuffered to remain at'Otaheite, wher~ he was
found by Captain Wilfon. Only one of the Matilda's crew chofe to·
depart with the Dredalus.
No information refpecl:ing this HJ.and having tranfpired between
the voyages of the Dredalus and the Duff, we refer to the narrative of
the latter for the intervening occurrences. Two private fhips, named
the Jenny and the Britannia, were at different periods at Otaheite, but
neither the events nor the dates of their vifits are accurately known.
It is reported that feveral of the Matilda's crew left the :ifland in one
.of thefe veffels ; and that fome of them ventured acrofs the Pacific
Ocean in their boats, one of which is underftood to have reached
Timor.
The numerous detached accounts, from which the preceding narrative has b(len with difficulty compiled, cannot but excite painful
fenfations in a ferious mind. Whik, in fome refpecl:s, the prudence
and humanity 0f our navigators are confpicuous, how much is it
to be lamented, that, in various important views, they appear to
have derived from the -knowledge of chriftianity no advantage .over
the heathen world! More damage•than benefit_certain!y has refulted
from their intercourfe. The manners of the natives had become more
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of people is fuch, that in the rooft variable and teropeftuous feafon
of the year, one hundred canoes have been feen together upon this fpot,
The only ifland, hefide Tethuroa, that is in abfolute fubje<'tion to
Otaheite is MA. 1 T 'E A., which belongs to the chief of Teiarraboo. It is
lituatcd to the eaft of that peninfula, at the diftance of roore than
twenty leagues; and being, though fmall, very lofty, is always
obferved by perfons who approach Otaheite from the eaftward, It is
not above three miles in circuit, and the north. fide is too fteep for
habitations; but the fouthern fide defcends more gradually, and has a
border of low land next the fca. This little iiland is very populous,
but lefs civilized than Otaheite, from whence it is vifited by a large
war canoe during the variable winds, and pearls are procured in exchange for the iron work that can be fpared. To the eaftward it is
enclofed by a coral reef. It is in latitude q• 5 3', weft longitude
148' 12'. It is the only high ifland adjacent to the eaftward of
Otaheite, and maintains intercourfe with fome of the low iilands
toward
north-eaft.
The the
illand
neareft to Otaheite is that called, by Captain Cook,

En• E o , but more ufoally named Morea by the natives. I ts difiance
from the weftern coaft of Otaheite is about four leagues. Its extent
has been varioufly reprefented, but is probably about ten miles from
north to fouth, and half as much in breadth. It differs from
Otaheite in having ]and-locked harbours in feveral parts of its coaft,
and in being interfecl:ed by fpacious valleys, It has a very narrow.
border of low land next the fea, fr0m whence the hills rife in fudden
acclivities; but from the harbours on the northern !hore they afcend
gradually, and the lower hills appear to be the moll fertile parts. Its
hiftory has been interwoven with that of Otaheite, with which it
appears to be at prefent amicably and firmly connecl:ed·. The natives
are ftrongly addicl:ed to theft; and the females have been thought inferior in beauty to thofe of any neighbouring iiland. The harbour of
Ta!oo, on the north coaft, which is thought moll eligible for veffels,
is fituated in 17° 30 ]atitilde, 150° weft longitude. Eimeo was
7,
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unavoidably feen by every navigator who has vifited Otaheite.
Captain Wallis named it the Duke of York's ifland.
Tht ifland neareft to the ·weftward from Eimeo is TAP o o AM ANo o, which was difcovered on the 28th of July 1767 by Captain
\\Tallis, and called by him, Sir Charles Saunders's ifland. It is fituated
in latitude 17° 2W, weft longitude 150° 4o'. Its greateft extent is
from eaft to weft, about fix miles. Its centre rifes · in a mountain
with a double peak; but the greater part had a fertile appearance, and
the lower grounds abounded with cocoa-nut trees. The habitations
feemed to be fmall, and not very numerous. Its government has
ufually depended upon that of Huaheine, from whence it is diftant
about fourteen leagues, fouth by eaft. It is not known that European~
ever landed upon it.
Hu AH EI NE ( or Aheine, which fignifies woman) is the eafternmoft ifland of the group called the Society Iflands by Captain Cook,
who difcovered them in July 1769; and it is twenty-eight leagues to
the north-weft of Otaheite, being fituated in latitude 1 6° 4 31 , 1 s I 7'
weft longitude. It has about feven leagues of circuit, and is divided into
two peninfulas by an ifthmus overflowed at high water : in other
parts of the ifiand there are alfo falt lakes near the fea. It has a very
narrow firipe of fertile low land next the fl1ore; and the hills, which
are not nearly fo high as thofe of Otaheite, but more firongly
marked by volcanic fire, are in fome parts entirely cultivated. The
productions are fimilar to thofe of Otaheite, but earlier in their feafon.
The men ~re generally larger and more robuft: both fexes are lefs
timid and lefs curious. They were more daring in their thefts from
the Englifh, having never felt the force of their weapons of defimcl:ion in the manner that the Otaheiteans had done.
Huaheine was always vifited by Captain Cook on departing
from Otaheite. During his firft two voyages, the fovereign power
over Huaheine was vefied in a friendly old man named Ore, who acl.ed
as regent for a boy named Tairetarea. He was not more than ten years
old in I 777, but Ore had then been obliged to refign the governn;ient,
O
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point of the preceding ifiand; and no pa{fage for !hipping has been
found through the reef which connecl:s them. It is about half the
fize of Ulietea, which it refembles in its afEelt, but is ftil\ lefs fertile or
populous. Captain Cook vifited it in 1769 with his boats, in company with Opoone, who then principally refided here. In 1773•
Lieutenant Pickerfgill went likewife in a boat entirely round the
ifiand to procure provifions ; but he was obliged to make reprifals,
in order to recaver his !lock in trade which had been ftolen. The
Englilh were treated here with the fame tokens of refpelt that the
natives {hew to their own principal chiefs, in confeq_uence of the
account which the latter had received from Toopaea. The clofe
vicinity of Ulietea has rendered it unnecelfary for any {hip to anchor
Otaha. Captain Edwards examined both thefe ifiands on the ,0th
of May 1791, in his fearch after Fietcher Chriftian and his com-

at

panions.
Bo LA BO L A (more ufually pronounced Borabora) is fituated four

leagues N. W. of Otaha, to which it is inferior in extent; but
the reef with. which it is furrounded is nearly full of ifiets, much
larger tban thofe which are fcattered among the rocks that enclofe
Otaha and Ulietea. It differs from thofe ifiands, and from Huaheine,
in having but one harbour on its coaft ; whereas the {bores of the
others being ftrongly indented, form like the coafts of Eimeo,
numerous places of {helter for {hipping. It is alfo di!l:inguilhed by
a very lofty double-peaked mountain in its centrO, and is more rude
and craggy tban tbe reft of the Society ifies. Its eaftern fide has a
barren appearance ; the weftern is more fertile : a \ow border which
furrounds the whole, together with the ifiands on the reef, are producl:ive and populous. Its ear\ieft inhabitants are faid to bave been
malefacl:ors banilhed from the neighbouring ifiands. Their numbers
rapidly increafing, and their military prowefs riling to great credit,
,.lhey eftablilhed their authority in both the ifiands \aft mentioned,
as _well as in the two which are next to be defcribed. Their conq_uefts
oc4uitcd them fo much refpelt, tbat the fuppofed tutelary divinity of
g
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productions and inhabitants are fimilar to thofe of the neighbouring
countries; but it h as not any harbour for !hipping. It is faid that
pearls are procured from this ifiand by the people of Otaheite,
'I'oobiie, confifting of fome very fmall low i!lets, connecl:ed by a
reef, lies four or five leagues north of Bolabola; to wh ich it is
{ubfervient, in a fimilar manner as Tethuroa, which it refembles, i,
to Otaheite. The ftated inhabitants are only a few families; but as
the coaft abounds with turtle, it is much reforted to, not only by the
Society [{landers, but by the natives of a low ifiand to the ea!l:ward,
called Papiia, which has not yet been feen by Europeans. It is
alferted that their language is unintelligible to the natives of the
Society ifies; which leads to the fuppofition that fome colony has
been formed there of a different race from all the neighbouring
ifianders. Two other fimi\ar alfemblages of ifiets and reefs, which
lie from thirty to forty leagues more weftward, are known to the
Society i!landers by the names Mop<ha and Whennooa-Oora. They
were difcovered by Captain Wallis in 1767, who called them Lord
Howe's and Scilly ifiands. The latter are inhabited, the former are
only occafionally frequented , Both of them abound with cocoa-nut
trees, turtle, the pearl-oy!l:er, and all kinds of fi{h common to the
,
To the eafrward of Otaheite are fcattered numerous other i!lands
climate.
chiel\y of the defcription of thofe !aft mentioned, and commonly full
of people. Many of them were difcovered by Quiros, Schouten and .
Le Maire, Roggewein, Byron, Wallis, Carteret, Bougainville,
Cook, Edwards, Bligh, Vancouver and Broughton: and foffie are
now added by Captain Wilfon. The intricacy and difficulty of the
navigation has procured them the titles of the Labyrinth, and the
4
Dangerous Archipelago. They have been found difperfed from 1 °
to z7° of latitude, and as far as zs• eaftward from Otaheite. All
the inhabitants appear to be of the fame race with the Society i!landers,
but are fomewhat darker in their corople,cions, and more ferocious
in their manners. Many other i!lands, befide thofe difcovercd by
g 2
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Europeans, have been defcribed by the natives of the Society iiles,
as lying to the eaftward, fouthward, and weftward of their group ;
and feveral of them are reprefented as lofty, fertile, and extenfive.
An iiland, called Oheteroa, fituated in latitude 22° 271 , 150° 4 7' weft
longitude, was difcovered by Captain Cook 13th Auguft 1769, and
recognifed by Toopaea, who was then on board the Endeavour. The
fame perfon laid down the pofitions of feventy-feven iilands, which
were known to him either by obfervation or report. Not far from
Oheteroa is Toobouai, already mentioned as the iiland where Fletcher
Chriftian attempted to form a fettlement. It lies in latitude 23° 25 1 ,
and 149° 23' weft longitude. Both thefe iilands are populous, although neither of them is twenty miles in circuit. The former
differs from the Society HJ.ands only in having no furrounding reef
of coral. The latter entirely refembles them in appearance; _but the
natives are more fedate and lefs hofpitable. It was firft inhabited
~ithin a few paft generations, by fome people who had attempted to
go with a canoe from an iiland far to the weftward, toward another
with which they liad cuftomary intercourfe, but were driven by tempeftuous weather upon Toobouai. Another canoe, in which was a
chief of Ulietea, an anceftor of Iddea, paffing from thence to Ot-aheite, was likewife driven upon this iiland fome years later. He
was admitted by thofe who had preceded him, to the chief authority
at Toobouai; and he divided the country into three diftricl:s, which
retain the names of Reiadea, Waheine, and Taha, three of the Society
iiles. A third canoe alfo drifted hither, with the ikeleton of a man
in it, which was recognifed by one of the Otaheiteans who accompanied the mutineers of the Bounty to Toobouai. He had killed this
man in one of the fea-fights between Pornarre and Maheine, and was
afterward obliged to efcape by fwimming, leaving his canoe, with
the corpfe in it, to the direction of the winds and waves. Accidents
:firnilar to thefe are known to have occurred in feveral other parts of
this ocean. An inftance is given by Captain Cook, of a canoe which,
likewife in attempting the pa!fage between Otaheite and Ulietea, was
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cider lifter of Poulaho's father J and had this fon, and iWo daughters,
by a man who came from the eXtenfive neighbouring i!knds named
Feje. The members of this family Were called Tammahii, and ranked
above Poulaho himfelf, notwithfiandiog his polfeffion of the fupreme
power, either on account of their mother's feniority, or of fome
pre-eminent dignity of their foreign parent. One of· the daughters,
refided with their mother, the other at Tongataboo. Liboo)oo had
alfo an infant fon at Eooa, to whom extreme attention_ was paid.
Poulaho was then abfent from Tongataboo.

It 1,ecame necclfary to prohibit the purchafe of curiofuies from >he,
illanders, in order to obtain adequate fupplies of food: thefe were
afterwards abundantly furni!hed. Weapons of a very formidable na,..
ture were then found among then, although they ufually went un-

armed. Their fpears were barbed in a very dangerous maime.r, and
their clubs very curioufiy carved. Some of their canoes were executed in a ftyle far fuperior to thofe of Otaheite, the planks being
feather-edged, and lapped over, which preve)lted the water entering,
as it continually does into the others. They had lef.s cloth~ but more
matting than the Georgian illanders: it was more neatly and beautifully made, and was ufed to cover their floors, as well as for ·dreft.
Their baJket-work alfo difcovered ffiuch ingenuity, and their cloth was
glazed fo as to refift wet. The women were far Jefs immof!ell J but
the men were more generally addicl:ed to the. pepper-root draught,
here called kiiva. The fubmiffion paid to the chiefs, and the diftinction of private property, were mudi greater here than at Otaheite. _An
old drunken man, then thought to be a priefi, was refpecl:ed as a perfon
of rank J but fomelmages, found io the houfe where their dead were
interred, were evidently objects of contempt rather than of wor!hip,
and no article of food was depcfited in thofe places. Many of the
people were obferved to have loft their little fingers. Their mode of
falutation is by touching their nofes together, and, uniike the Otaheiteans, they ufe an e,icpreffion of thankfulnefs for whatever they
~ece1ve, always lifting it over their heads. They were then little
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goat that Captain Cook bad intended to leave there. He prefented a
bull and cow, a horfe and marf, a ram and two ewes, with fome
goats, to Poulaho and Fenou, who were the perfons moll: likely to
take care of them. A couple of rabbits, which bad been given to the
latter, h3'1 a\ready bred; and fome Otaheitean dogs, w bicb. bad .b""\l
left in 1773 with Attago, bad mqltiplied. Some of the animals
having previoully been fto\en from Captain Cook, he bad ventu<ed to
put the king and feveral chiefs into confinement, till rfftitUtion was
made. The natives alfembled in arms to rekafo them, hut by
Poulaho's order they dcfifted; and the animals beirii'; brought back,
he and his nobles were fct at liberty, without any diminution. of theiJ:
friendfhip, or even interruption of tbei.r entertainments, At the c\ofe
of tbcfe, {dffie officers, wandering over the illand, were plundered,
both of the articles tb<y bad taken for trade, and of their am,s.
On receiving this i11te\ligence, Poulaho and the other chiefs prudently
removed from the neighbourhood, to avoid a fecond captivity; but
they returned upon being alfured that no violence would be ufed, and
they caufed the things which had been 11:olen to be reftored. Captain
Co0k then vifited M0oa, a village fituated a league from the bay,
upcn the banks of the inlet, where the chiefs have places of abode
and elegant plantations, The boat and its contents were left unguarded
on the bank, by the direction of Pou\aho, who engaged that nothing
would be 11:olen. The !hips were found, upon their return, to have
been likewife exempt from depredation, through the vigilance and
authority of Fenou, but a quarrel to<>k place the following da)'
between a working party and fome of the natives, three of whom
were confined and fl.egged, a!nd a fourth JI,.ot through the neck with
a ball by the centry. The poor man narrowly efcaped death, and no
mcafures were taken for revenge, either by the chiefs or the common
people. The king dining on board feemed highly pleafed with the
pewter plates ; and being prefented with one, faid that he would
ubfritnte it for the bowl which bad before fuftained the offices
of chief jull:ice and viceroy. At anothc:r dinner, which was
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given on fhore by Captain Cook, he invited, at Poulaho's deure,
Mongoula Kaipa, the fif:t:er of Latoo Libooloo. The king had
been accufi:omed to abfi:ain from eating in her brother's prefence,
without !hewing him any other mark of reverence: but to her he
·paid the fame homage that he received from his own fubjecl:s; embracing her feet with his hands. .
Captain Cook prolonged his flay till July 5, to obferve an eclipfe
of the fun; and he was delayed feveral days later for want of.
favourable wind to carry the fhips out of the harbour by a channeJ
that he had difcovered to the eafi:ward, which was fafer than the
northern paifage whereby they had entered the bay. During this
time he revifited Mooa, and was prefent at a curious ceremony called
the natche. On the uth of July they, with fome difficulty, cleared
the reefs by which the harbour is formed, and proceeded to Eomr.
It is not known that any other navigator vi:fited Tongataboo
before the lafi: day of 1787, when M. de la Peroufe paired it to the·
wefi:ward without anchoring. He laid to, off the fouthern fhore; and"
feven or eight canoes having approached within·twenty yards 0f the
French fhips, the natives leaped out of them; and fwam aloagnde
with cocoa-nuts in each hand, which they exchanged very hoaefi:Iy
for bits of iron, nails, and fmall hatchets. They foan after went
on board with confidence ~nd cheerfulnefs; and a ymmg man, who
-aiferted that he was the fon of Fenou, received feveral prefents with cries
of joy. He preifed them to land, and promifed abundance of provifions,
which their canoes were not capable of bringing off. The ifianders
were noify, but had no appearance of ferocity, although they brought
fome clubs in their boats. They had· all loft two joints of their
little fingers. La Peroufe bore away, the evening of the following day,
feeing no. profpeel: of obtaining prov if.ions without €oming to an
anchor.
Captain Edwards, in the Pandora, paid a vifit almofl: equally
tranfient to this ifiand in the latter end of July I 791, in fearch after
the mutineers of the Bounty. He obtained provifions,. but could
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which Toogahoue had waged with fuccefs. The government here,
as at Otaheite, is evidently in a great meafure ai:ifiocratical; but the·
power of the diiefs is ~re defpotic at Tongataboo, although exercifed with lefs outrage to private property. The officers of :fl:ate
here likewife maintain a kind of general jurifdiction: while at Otaheite every thing foems to be decided· either by fuperior force, or 'by
arbitration in the feparate dift'ricts; and criminal punifhment is there
unknown, except in the felecl:ion of _obnoxious characters for occafional facrifrces. The latter feem to be offe.red at Tongataboo much
lefs frequently, and oniy upon funereal' occafions. Infant murders
are here unknown ; as well as infant fucceffion, and the fociety of
arreoes, which appear to be principak caufes of that horrid cufiom
in the Georgian iilands. The lafcivious practices which are almofi
univerfal there, feem to be. ufually reftrrcted here to common profiitutes of the lowefi clafs. Polygamy is efiabhilied, but adultery is
punifhed with death. The neceffity of cultivation, and the regard
paid to private property, have rendered the people of Tongataboo
more ingenious and indufirious: and being feldom at war, they
appear to be remarkably free, in general, from habits of fufpicion or
revenge. Their mufcular ftrength and activity are great; although
in fize they are much exceeded by the chiefs of Otaheite, and of
fome other iflands. Intrepidity and dexterity are _itriking features of
their general character; and thefe qualities naturally render thofe
individuals who are the moil: depraved, peculiarly mifchievous.
Tongataboo, confidered in itfelf, is evidently defirable as the feat
of a miffion; but its principal importance arifes from the extenfive
and intimate connexion that it has with other ifiands. While moft of
thofe which are difperfed over the Pacific Ocean are independent of
each other, Tongataboo is the centre of government to a furprifing
number. The natives 'named more than one hundred and fifty of
thefe- when Captain Cook was laft there; but feveral are uninhabited, many of them very fmall, and fome were at that time independent of their government, and even hofiile to it. Only fifteen
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there are narrow paffages for boats through the reef. Jul\: to the
fouthward of thefe is a bank, free from rocks, with twenty and
twenty-five fathom depth, one or two miles from !hore. The coaft
rifes nearly perpendicular fifteen or twenty feet from the fea, and the
interior appears ]eve!, excepting fome fmall hillocks, and a more
confiderable one toward the centre of the illand. It is fimilar to
Tongataboo in foil and prOduB:ions; but is Iefs cultivated, even in
proportion to its fize. It is however better furni!hed with water,
there being a pond about three quarters of a mile from the landingplace on the north-weft fide, of half a mile in circuit. The water is
a little bracki!h, but having in part anfwered the purpofes of navigators, their vi fits to this i!land have been more frequent than to thofe
• already mentioned; although the diftance from their !hips has rendered watering hazardous as well as difficult.
Tafman anchored here on the ~5th of January 1643, and was
treated very kindly by the natives in general, and by a chief,
whofe prefence and authority probably rendered this · vifit the more
tranquil. He gave to the i!land the name of Rotterdam, having
called the former two Amfterdam and Middleburg, Captain Cook
firft arrived at Anamooka on the ~oth of June 1 774 iri the Refolution,
having loll: the company of Captain Furneaux in the Adventure,
fubfequent to their vilit to Tongataboo the preceding year. He approached Anamooka from the fouth-eaftward, after having doubled
the low i{lands and {heals lying in that direction, to the latitude
of '1.0° '1.51 • Thefts were more frequently committed here than
at the fouthernmoft ifiands of the group ; the character of the women appeared alfo to be much more licentious, and that of the men
more daring. No farther mifchief than plunder was attempted, and
this was feverely punifhed by their European guefts. None of the
principal people were prefent to reftrain the unruly; but fome of the
natives diftinguifued themfelves by the goodnefs of their conduct,
.and moft of them behaved well, except when peculiar temptation
intlamed their cupidity for the novelties of which their vifitors were
1
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more daring robberies being committed, and the natives crowding
in large canoes from the neighbouring illands, Mr. Bligh thought
it necelfary, on the 26th, when the !hip was under fail, to confine
feveral of the chiefs, in order to recover what had been loll:. This
mcafure producing no other effect than extreme di!l:refs in his pri{oners, he difmilfed them with prefents, and departed. Pine-apples,
which had been planted in the illands vifited by Captain Cook,
were found here at that time in a fl.ouriihing frate.
Captain Edwards twice vilited Anamooka in 1791, having ilppcinted this illand for a place of rendezvous with the fchooner that
had attended him from Otaheite, but afterward loft company of· the
Pandora. He firft anchored here on the 29th of June, and immediately
difpatched Lieutenant Hayward to inquire at the illands of Hapae and
Fejc after Fletcher Chriftian and his party, but without fuccefs, excepting in their traffic for provifions. The licentioufnefs of the women
at Anamooka feems to have been greatly promoted by European profligacy during this vi/it; and in/lances of ferocit}' were manife!l:ed
by the native men, which had till then been unknown; efpecially
in one cafe, where Lieutenant Corner narrowly efcaped being murdered. They were, notwithftanding, very attentive to the infrructions
which the officers gave them on the cultivation of the exotic plants,
and tranfplanted the pine-apples immediately on receiving· direcl:ions.
Poulaho and one of the Toobous, who had met Captain Edwards
at Anamooka, failed with him early in July to the neighbouring
Hland of Toofoa, whither they were going to collect tribute. On
the ~9th of that month he again anchored here, and being frill
difappointed of intelligence about the fchooner, departed the 3d of
Auguft.
No fubfequent vifit to this ifland has been made known. The
detail already given is more than proportionate to the importance of
the place. It is ranked by the natives among the fmaller ifiands of
their archipelago, which contains thirty-five larger than this. A
difeafe of the leprous kind, which feems- to be common to all tho
1 2
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but obtained only fome cocoa-nuts and plantains, and a few gallons
of water from holes in the rocks, The Weather being too boifterous
to proceed, they !heltered themfelves by night in an adjacent· cave.
On the 1 ft of May feveral of the inhabitants brought them a fmall
fupply, a!Jd retired peaceably fn the evening. The next day their number greatly increafed. Some principal perfons alfo came round the north
fide of the illand in canoes, and among them one of the chiefs whom
Lieutenant Bligh had threatened to carry from Anamooka, upon an
occafion which has already been mentioned. They offered to a~eornpany him to Tongataboo when the weather !hould moderate; but
fome fymptoms appearing of a defign to obtain by force the artiCies
that he could not afford to barter with them, he determined to depart
that evening, as they were not inclined to retire. They had pievioully fold him fome of their weapons, and they now allowed his
people to carry their property into the boat ; but they would not
fulfer him to embark, and a conteft enfued, in which moft of the
Engli!h were wounded by ftones, and one of them was killed. The
reft efcaped, and bore away toward New Holland; from whence
they reached the Eaft Indies in their boat, enduring ,xtreme hard•
{hip, but no farther lofs of lives.
. This unhappy event furniihes the only infiance of an European
being killed at any illand· of this group, notwithftanding the feverity,
and even the cruelty, which has frequently been exercifed toward the
natives, on account of the thefts committed ·by them. 'That · ,heir
eagernefs to obtain our property is fuch as to endanger a fmall party.
landing at any of the lefs civilized iflands, is evident, no~ only from
Captain Bligh's experience, hut alfo from that of a few people
on board the fchooner which had accompanied the Pandora from
Otaheite. After parting company, as before mentioned, {he unfortunately came to Toofoa inftead of Anamooka, where Captain Edwards
probably was at the very time. They obtained fome water and
provifions from the natives; but the latter attempted to feize the
veffel, in which there were only nine people. Thefe, however, being
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amply provided with fire-arms, fuccefsfully refifred the affault of
numbers vafrly fuperior. Few days could apparently have elapfed
after this occurrence, when the Pandora arrived at Toofoa _w ith
Poulaho on boarcl. Lieutenant Hayward, who had been there with
Bligh, recollected fotne of their former ·affailants. They fhunned hi&
notice, and had perhaps more reafon for doing fo than he knew, a£
at that time he received no intelligence of the fchooner.
HA p A E ( fometimes pronounced Habei) has been mentioned flS
the place to which Captain Cook accompanied Fenou and Taipa at
the defire of the former, from Anamooka
May 1777. It is
reckoned by the natives as one of the more .extenfive iflands of their
group, but it· con£frs of four or more low iflets, fix or feven mileseach in length, ;which are joined t_o gether by a r,eef. They are not
more E-han -tw0 or three miles broad. - · That iflet which is mofr cultivated is c-alled Lefogga, or Lefooka ~ and this alone exceeds Anamooka
in the number and extent of its plantations. At its fouth-wefrern end
is an ~r,tifi.cial mount fifty feet in diameter at the fommit, which is
raifed to -t he heig-ht of forty feet above the re:fl: of the ground. The
Refolution and bifcovery anchored abrea:fl: of the reef that connects
this ifland with another to the north-ea:fl: which is ealled Foa, in
twenty-four fathom, with a bottom of coral fand. A creek in the
ihore of Lefooga, three quarters of a mile from the fhips, afforded
convenient landing at al-1 times. Proper meafures having been taken
by Fenou and '.Taipa, an abundant fupp1y of provifions was obtained,
and public diverfions were fplendidly exhibited; .b ut thefe chiefs were
1efs careful to prevent the theft of -European articles. They left 0aptain
Cook on the 22d of the fame • month, reque:fl:ing him to wait till
they returned from Vavou, which they reprefented to_ be two days
fail in their canoes to the northward of Hapae. Finding it difficult
to obtain -fupplies in -their abfence, he removed on the 26th, fouthward 0f Lefooga, and fear.ched in :vain for a channel between the
low iflands. That which lies next to Lefooga, in this direction, is
called Hoolaeva, and i~ de(htute of cultivation, being ufed ..only for
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it AMARGU_R~ (Bitternefs), on account of his Jevere difappoint~ent of obtammg refrefhments from it, no landing-place being found
even for boats, and the ifland itfelf having a fingular appearance of
barrennef~. Upon a confiderable mountain within it, not a tree was
to be feen. In July I 791 Captain Edwards coafi:ed the north-weft
fide of_ this ifland, and obferved the appearance of a tolerable landingpl~ce m th~t quarter.. That part of the coaft w~s flat table land,
without emmenf'.e or indentation, and from the edge of th r.
£ r. k · ·
e 1urace
1mo
e
iffued
along
its
whole
extent.
He
called
·t
G
'fl d
1
ardner ,s
1 an.
. ~n i~and called _by the nativ_es LATTA r, in latitude 1 8° 47, 2011,
1 74 48 -~ eft longitude, was difc?vered by Maurelle the day after he
b~d palfed -the former. It confifts chiefly of vaft conical moun;tam, the ~ummit of which appeared to be burnt, but the :fides were
-~overed wit~ trees; and it is furrounded with a lower borde~, which
1s very fer~ile, and affords frefh water. Many canoes came off, and
,th~ people m them, among whom was the chief of the ifland, behaved
with much ~onfidence and kindnefs, and fold cocoa-nuts and bananas
to_ the Span_iards. Captain Edw~rds gave this place the name of
Bickerton's 1fland.
·
Mau:elle proceeded toward fome iflands fifteen leagues difi:ant,
and_ lymg e~ft-north-eaft from the preceding; the appearance of
which promifed better anchorage, as well as more abundant refre!hments • He was prevented b'y the wind from reaching them till
~he 4th of March, when, after paffing between fome fmaller elevated
iflands on the n@:th-weft of the principal land, he anchored in a
..cre~k bordere~ with houfes and plantations. In approaching this
·ftat10n, _the fhip_ had every day been furrounded by numerous canoes
laden with all kmds of provi11ons, in exchange for which the iflander;
wanted to hav~ ~ools, but obtained only clothing, Maurelle havin
fl:rangely prohibited the fale of iron. The natives were in gene gl
tall and robuft • The ·chief, named Toobou, to whom
·
ra
they paid the

a

moil: profound refpect, was advanced in age, and very corpulent.

1XV'

He treated Maurelle with the fame profufe hofpitality that Cook had
experienced at the mote fouthern ifiands. Water ~as not, ho~ever, t~
be btained fufficiently nigh at hand, and that which oozed mto a pit
0
dug by the Spaniards proved too brackiih to be ufec;L Ma~irelle ~he~e..
fore removed to a bay two, leagues from the former·, and m do1.ng fo
' loft two anchors. Here the fhip was perfectly :fheltered, ~nd good
water was obtain~d clofe to the fhore. TJ1e Spaniards· were ente~tained with · the ufual public diverfions, and being always on tlaeir
guard, the intercourfe on fhore was not interrupted:t b_y any cop.teft..;
but the iflanders who came on board ftoJe €V~ry1thmg they could
feize. They tore away tlb.e chain of the niddpr; and ~£ter ~noth~.r had
been fubftituted, one of the natives was {hot dead m' attemptmg to
take that alf<>. Maurel-le fa,jl_ed 1-9th M*rGh,, through a cha.nu.el to the
fouth-w~ft, which, as w-e}l as tbl:l.t by which h.e entered, was found
to be perfectly -c~mmodJolJS_. I;Jie plac€s his anchorage inclatiitude
18° 36', amd he called it El R-efugio, br the Refuge.
The largeft of thefe ifiands is nearlyreq"1ai1 in ~x~ent t0 'Fo~gat~boo,
and confiderably higher, althougp. I)Ot roouflt.a.1,nous-. It 1s highly
fertile, and well cultivated, prod~ciog the fame fru~ts and roots as elfewhere in thefe latitudes, and abounding n19rewith the cloth-plant-than
any of the Friendly Ifiands. Maurelle name~ this grou? after ~o~
Martin de MAYORGA, then viceroy of Mexico; and g.1.v.es p.o mtl~ •
mation of the names ufed by the inhabitaats_._
Peroufe, who, in 1787, approached all the ifiands- laft defci:ibed,
but had no int-ercourfe with the natives, takes it for granted that
they conftitute the country called by Cook Vavaoo, but prono.unced
Vavou by the Frie:0.dly iflanders, and already fpoken of as lying at
the diftance of two days "fail from Hapae. But this fpace, according
to Captain Cook's calculati.o~, rouft ezceed. two hund'red miles, which
is more than double the di.fl:ance b~tween Hapae a,nd the ifiands of
Mayorga. Captain Edwards alf.o, explo,x;ed this_clufter in July I 791 ,
naming it Howe's ifiands, a.nd the anchonge Cutt~'s found. The
,hip was vifited by two Berfons, c:itled Fut-taiaihe and Toobou.
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~aptain Bligh, in the Providence, accompanied by Captain Portlock,
In the Affifiance, when returning with the bread-fruit from Otaheite
laid. r-o during the night, 3d Augufi 1792, off thefe iflands, and
obta1r~ed provifions, but did not land. Two fhips, whieh Maurelle
underfiood to have been here prior to his voyage, might be thofe of
Cook and Clerke, wh~ch the natives had probably fe~m at ·Hapae. By
whatever name thefe 1ilands ought to be difiinguiihed, they piefent i
favourable and a confiderable object for the attention of our ~iilionari~s.
The l~ng~tu~e ~~gned to them by Captain Edwards is .'r 73° 3' ~efi.
N_EO~TA~oo:i-.ABo_o .~nd K?OTAHE are feparateci by channel
only three miles broad; m which is a fmall ifland; and are fituated 1.n
latitude I 5° 551 , · r 7 3° 481 weft longit'ude. The former· is the more ex~enfi~e, and ~s reckon~d a1??ng t~e l~rger of the -Friendly Jilands. It
IS chiefly low, but has a confiderable,hill in 'its eentre: It is divided
into two unequal parts by a"charinel, · which; at th~->mouth, is three
hundred yards wide. Koota-he ·is very lofty, of a, conieal' form .
between two and three miles in diameter, ·and lies noiith-eafi from th~
former. Both are yopulous, fertile, and poffdfed 'o f the fame animals
and vegetables as the iilands before defcribe_d . They were difcovered
by Schouten and ~emaire, 10th May 1616. Their.ihip anchored on
the nort~-~efi fide of Koot~he, half a mile from the fhore, ·in fandy
?round, with twenty-five fathom; but they fent a boat to the iarger
1fland ~o _fearch _for a bet~er fiation. The natives fwam around the fhip,
and bartered cocoa-nuts m abundance for nails and beads; but they
endeavoured to feize the boat, and one of them was fhot before
they defified from the attempt. The chief of Neootabootaboo who
had the t_itle of Latoo, dtme on-board; and. having·invited the Dutch
to that riland, they were proceeGling thitlier,_ when, a• thoufand oE
the natives. fuddenly attacked the fhi.p from their canoes, but were
repulfed with rnu<1:h havoc by the cannon loaded- with muiket-balls.
S-chouten depar~ed on t,h e I 3th of the fame month. He gave the names
of Trai~ors' ~nd Cocoa: iilands to thefe difcoveries, in confequence
of the reception he met with. Captain Walli& fell
with them:.
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, and called them Keppel's and Bofcawen,s ifiands.·

1707
13
His boat's crew examined Neootabootab9~, and found a plac~ for

anchoring and }anding, with frefh water, but inconve_n\ently fituated.
Captain Wallis exchanged fome nails. for fowls, frmts, and one ?f
their clubs, and proceeded the next day to the weftward. The n~ils
were in Poulaho's poffeffion at Tongataboo, when Cook was there with
him. Peroufe faw Kootahe 20th December 1787, and having the
next day examined both the iflands, laid to on the following, in a fandy
bay upon the weft coaft of the la"rgcr divifion of Neootabootab~o.
The natives brought off the fineft cocoa-nuts he had ever fe~n, with
other vegetables, as well as fome fowls and a hog: they d1fcovered
no apprehenfion, and traded very freely. They ~efemble~ tl:e more
fouthern iflanders in every thing, except that their looks mdicated a
ferocity, like that which characterizes their northern nei?hbours.
The French did not fuffer them to come on board, but pumfhed the
moft trifling thefts with feverity; having been -recently exafperated by
the murder of Captain de L' Angle and eleven more perfons, at one
of the Navigators' iflands, which lie to the northward of thefe. A
rocky bank, two or three leagues north of Kootahe, was found in
1616, with fourteen fathom water upon it.
An ifland was difcovered by Schouten and Lemaire the day after
they left the preceding, which they reckoned to be thirty D.utch
leagues more to the wefiward. They judged it to be pearly of
circular form, and about two leagues from nor_th to fouth; but they
exprefs fome uncertainty as to its extent. It is hilly, and covered
with verdure, abounding with cocoa-nut trees, and populous. A
large village laid clofe to the fhorc. They called it Hope iil?,nd,
from the profpect it afforded them ,of obtaining refrefhments. Of
thefe they were neverthelefs difappointed, not being able to land for
the furf, which every where broke upon the coaft. Sending . a boat
to found, they found from twenty to forty fathoµis, tw9 o\ three
hundred yards from ihore, with rocky bottom; bu~ there were no
foundings a little further out. The patives a~eq_as at Kootahe, anq
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feveral of them were killed for attempting to -feize the boat. They
brought off vegetables only. The Dutch -proceeded the fame day to
•he wefiward.
Captain Edwards fell in with this- ifland 5th Auguft 1791, ,vhen he
apparently meant to have vifited the~foi-mer two, but was carried too
much to leeward. He places it in latitude I sq 5 3', 1 7 5° 51 1 weft
longitude. In the account of his voyage, it is fpoken of as having
confiderable extent, and the houfes as being of much larger conftru&ion
t:han at other iflands of this archipelago. ·He named it Proby's ifland,
but underftood that the natives called it Onoo-afou.
This name, and the difiance of :this ·ifland from Hapae, accord
with the defcription given to Cook, of the VA vou of the Friendly
iflanders; to which their term for an inhabited count:ry, Wanoo, may
J.iave been prefixed by the natives, as it is t0 ~he names of feveral
iflands in this ocean. Computing the extent of tihe ifland By its
proportionate difiance from Kootahe, it mufi be nine or ten Bngliih
tniles in diameter, according to Lemaire's fiatement. Poulaho a:fferted
th
it affords as good · anchOEage as '1'0agataboo, and that it is
larger, and has feveral fireams of frefh. wateJ:. Vavou is in higlr
efiimation among the Friendly iflaRders ; and was, in 1 777, the
refidence of Latoo-liboolo0's mot-her and fifrer. A folemn mouPning
Was alfo then eelebrated at Tonga.taboo for 'a chief who had lately died
at Vavou.
. Two more iflands were ·difcovered by Sch0uten and ,Lemaire, the
:fifth day after leaving that• 1afr de'fcribed. They defi'royed fome of
the na_tives at their firft interview, but were afferward hofpitably
entertamed by them, and procured every kind of refrefhment in
great ·abundance. They were vifited by a perfon bearing the title
of Latoo, and by another fiyled Areekee, who was therefore probably
the fovereign of all the Friendly Iflands. He was treated by the
other natives with the utmoft deference. 'Fhey are reprefonted like
thofe of the more fouthern iflands in moft circumfrances, except
in •being deftitute of clothing, and the females being deformed, and
l
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a narrow roa n
,
·
d th of
or three hundred yards from a ftream of frefh water, m a ep
.
. hr. dy bottom Clofe on the oudide of the fl11p
ten fath oms, wit 1an
•
.
• h
at low water They place this anchorage m t e
dry
was a b ank ,
•
[1
th
latitude of 140 56' fouth. The ifiands were named Hoorn, a tder e
· d . and the roa was
Dutch port, where the ve:ffel had b een eqmppe_ ,
called Concord, after the !hip's name.
If the Hope ifiand of Schouten be Vavou, there feems f:t~lebro~:
to doubt that Hoorn ifiands are the cou~try called HAi-:10A y
Friendly iflanders, who defcribe it as bemg two days fail _from ~a~
vou to the northward of w,efi, and agreeing in other refpecl:s ~1t
'
' H
·n d They do not appear to have been vdited
Schouten s oorn 1 an s.
by any other navigator' except we may con~eive them to be the two
iflands where Maurelle obtained refrefhments the 2dl: and 22d of
A ril I 8 I ; which, therefore, he_named Confolation Hlands. The
fi Pure Jnd afpeel: of thofe defcribed by bim, and by S~houte_n an~
£ .a.1y accord Maurelle aoes hot give ·the latitude m his
g ·
·
,
h
L emaire, per eu
narrative. That upon his chart differs from Schouten s ~y more t an.
half a degree; but an error of that amount is ~ot unlikely to have
occurred in Maurelle's reckoning. No other d1fcovery correfponds
with his, any more than with Schouten's ifiands.
Hamoa is reprefented by the natives of Tongataboo as the largefr
ifiand of their archipelago ; and Pqulaho, who bad freq~ently
refided upon it, faid that it furnillied good water and abunda..nt re- ·
freihmerits, and afforded harbour for !hips.
.
.
The preceding account includes all the iflands hitherto difcov~red
which have ufoally been united under the fame government. Ther~
are two more 'grbups, containing-countries of greater extent than any
yet defcdbed, with which the Friendly iflander~. are known to have
communication. To thefe, alfo, our miffionanes may therefore be

•
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able, thraugh the "Lord's ble:ffing, to extend their labours from Ton..
gatabo0.
The very con:fiderable clufter, of which either the whole, or fome
part, is ·called by the natives, FEJE, lies within three days fail in a
canoe from that ifland. The more northern part of this numerous
.g roup was difcovered by Tafman 6th February 1643. Thefe iflands
and reefs are evidently the fame that were explored by the Duff, and
amidft which fhe met with the greateft danger that attended her
voyage. They were named by Tafman Prince William's Illes, and
Heemikirk's ihoals. They reach northward to the latitude of r 5° 331 •
:Captain Bligh fell in with the eafternmoft of thefe iflands, in 178°
weft longitude, the third day after his efcape from Toofoa in the
Bounty's launch; and. he paired through the m.idft of them in a northweftern courfe, which he could not have made in a ihip, there being
only four feet depth of water on one of the reefs which he croffed.
In this direction, he found the group to extend four dearees weftward
from the nrft ifiands; and he faw feveral that had fro;:, thirty to forty
leagues of'coaft, and appeared fertile, being pleafingly variegated with
hills and valleys. His defencelefs fituation obliged him to avoid
intercourfe with the inhabitants. On his return from Otaheite in the
Providence, 5th Auguft r 791., he paffed to the north of the nrft iflands
he had difco~ered in r 789,, and co~fted, upon the fouth fide, fome of
t~ofe which had been difc(j)vered by Tafman. After having croffed
~1s f~rmer track, he doubled the fouthernmoft ifiand of the group,
m latitude 19° 15: , 178° elfll longitude, and proceeded: l ith Auguft,
on his voyage, in a courfe to the northward of weft. He landed no
where, and the ifianders in vain attempted to overtake the :!hip with
their canoep, apparently wlth ho{tile defigµs,
Th~ moft wefrern part of this group was difcovered by Captain
-Barber, in the fno~v Arthur, 26th April 1794, on his paffage from
Port Jackf<?n to the north-weft coaft of America. He faw fix of the
~fiands, th~ large:fr of which h~ p)aces in latitu9e 17° 30'., 175° 15'
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eaft longitude. He anchored in a bay on its weftern fide, and, fome
and
t ·ves who came off in a canoe were reluctant to come on board,
mi
f '
feemed to be unaccuftomed to trade. The next day a number o can~s
attacked the fuip, and two of the crew were wounded by therr_i with
arrows. The favages attempted to board, but were repulfed with the
fuip's fwivels and fmall arms. The navi?ati_o~ on this, as on every
other ficle of the group, was £ound to· be mtncate and dangerous.
It is uncertain whether thefe numerous and exten:five ifiands are
connected together under a diftincl: gctvernment, or whether :hey a~e
independent of each other, or mofrly fubjecl: to Tonga:aboo. It 1s ·certa_m
that at Ieaft fome of the principal ifiands have_been independent _o~ its
government, and occafionally hoftile to it. They are alfo of a difrmfr
race, fpeak a different language~ and, befi~e fpears and clubs, make
ufe of bows and arrows in battle. In this they refemble moft of
the ifianders who inhabit the larger countries to the weftward ; and
differ from all who have yet been difcovered to the eaftward of this
group. Many of the latter have bows and arrows.' but th:y ufe
them, as we do, only in fport; their mi:ffile weapons m war bemg no
other than fpears and ftones. The intercourfe ~f Feje with !ongataboo does not feem to have lafted many generations, but dunng the
prefent century it has been frequent. The Friend}! ifi~~ders regarded
the people of Feje as fuperior to themfelves, both m m1htar~ prow:fs,
and in mechanical ingenuity ; their weapons and clothmg bemg
wrought in a more mafterly ftyle, and fome manufactures, efpecially
that of earthen veifels, being q.rried on at Feje, which are not attempted at Tongataboo. There alfo were dogs at Feje when there
were none at the Friendly Hlands, but they have been imported from
thence :fince the latter group became known to the Englilh. The fra...
ture of the Fejeans is fuperior, their complexions are darker, and their
hair approaches to wool. They, moreover, retain the practice of eatiqg
the bodies of enemies whom they have killed, which is now abhorred
by all of the. lighter race, except the inhabitants of New Zealand ...
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It is probable that the Fejeans. a,i;e of the fame rac~ that oc....
ca.Bies the. moili ·e~t<mfive iflands in this gcean. Their prevailinoc
feroc~w ljenders t-he more weilern countries very dangerous of accefs ~
~ut it na01y ~e h9ped~. that the fuperior civilIBation of Feje, and its
mteI;co4rfe witfy. J'ong,at-aboo, to which it appears that at leail fome
~art 0£ thi& group has lately been. fubje?l:ed, may aff~;>I:d a favourable
~ntroducl:ion of our miffionaries among a, nation of great extent, and
m the utmoft need 0£ evangelical in.ftrucl:ion. The only Europeans who are· known to have landed at, Feje, a 4e Lieutenant
~ayward, aad a fil•a n who attended- him thither, in a large canoe
hired at ~nam0okac, for the purpofe 0f fearching after Fletcher:
Chriilian. Their inquiry was, fruitlefs, but feems to have been conducted without danger.
The ~ther grou? which has intercourfe with the FriendIYf
Hlands, 1s that, which was namecL by. M.J de Bougain.ville the NA•
VIGA..'.l'ORs' Ulands. 'Fbefe are only ten in number, but fome
o_f them are remarkable for thefo extent, fertility, and population., They are fituated between i 69"- and 172° 30' weft longitud€,
and from latitude 13° 25', to an uncertain extent fouthward.
They are all lofty, like the Society Hlands,. but are neither furro1;1nded with a low border, nor enclofed by reefs. The eafi:ernmofl:
iflands of th~ clufier feem to have been fuil difcovered by Roggewein
and B~u°:an 1? 1722. Another, of fuperioF magnitude, was added by
Bougamv11le m I 768,; and the two wefrernmoil iflaads, which are
the moil confiderable, were difcovered by Peroufe in 1787. Each of
the latter is more than forty miles in length. All thefe were vifited
by Captain Edwards_ in 179J,. Pe,roufu was iii{ormed of thr.ee more
.to the fouthward, named Sheka, O:ffamo, and Ooera, which he c.o uld
not fall in with. The native names affigned to th.e principal iilands
, ~y the two _navigators, P~roufe and Edwards, t0tally differ in every
E w HE I are thofe which they reipecl:ively
.1~ilance. Po LA and
give to" the moil weilem 1iland of the group ; 0 yo L Av A and OH A ..

0:
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T<>OA to the next confiderable ifland; MA-OONA and OTuTUE:,A,
to that which Bougainville difcovered ; QpooN and 00_MAN l:L A,
J1.
.ll. "{l<ind
The name of Tootooela, wh1ch 1s affigned
to t h e eanernm0 n 1 "t •
.
by the ·pe ple of Tongataboo _to ope _of the larger ~{lands kn~wn to
9
them, agrees with the inforrp.ation received by Ca~tam Ed~artls. It
is notwithftanding diffict,{lt to conceive, how Pero1Jfe m1ilook t~e
name of the very ifiand, wpere the affaffination of the French navi1
gators, already mentipned, was perpetrated in December 78~ •
Some remains of their clothing were feen there by t~e Pandora s
people in July 17 91. At Otewhei• the latter met ~1th a perfon
related to Fenou, commander in chief of the Fnendly Iilan_ds.
He had lately had a finger cut off on account of the illnefs which
Hfued in the death of that chief. This circumilance demonftrates
that fome intercourfe fobfiils between thefe two groups. The
inhabitants of both have the fame language, and the fame gen~ral cuftoms, that are common to all the eailern iilands of this
ocean. The natives of the Navigators' lilands greatly exceed the
Friendly iilanclers in frature and fhength, and are marked by a
ferocity of afpelt and manners unknow n at T ongataboo. I~ f~~e
particular cuiloms they appear alfo to differ con£.derably. It 1s improbable that they :fhould be fubjelt to Tongataboo ; ?u~ the acquaintance they have with its inhabitants ~ay render this_ important
group acce:ffible with fafety to our brethren, m compan_y with fome of
the Friendly Hland chiefs, by whom.they are already highly eil:eemed.

!

Ohittahoo, and other ljlands of the Group called the Marquifas •
0

THJS group is known to extend from 8Ie to 10½ -of latitude, ~nd
from 8¾ to 14of of weil: longitude. The inhabited iilands, which
13
have b.een difcovered in it, are eight in number. _They refemble the
Navigators' Hlands in their afpecl: and their coails. In moil, if not
in all of them, there are bays or coves which afford harbour for
!hipping; but accefs to them is often made difficult by fudden fqualls
0

1
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• of wind which break over the mountains and precipices. The natives
exceed, in general beauty, thofe of the groups already defcribed;
efpecially the females, who are not disfigured by. punctures, although
the men are almoft entirely covered with thofe marks. The women
appear to be in greater and more general _fubjeclion at the Marquefas
than elfewhere. Both fexes are inferior in perfonal deanlinefs to
the natives of Otaheite and Tongataboo, having lefs convenience for
bathing. They ufe lefs clothing ; and the chiefs are lefs diftin-t
guifhed _from their fubjects, except by the profufion of ornaments
with which they are fometimes covered. The foil of thefe iflands-,
for the greater part,• is not fo fertile as in any of the preceding
groups ; but the inhabitants are, probably in confequence of this
deficiency, more active and vigorous than thofe of Otaheite. The
bread-fruit attains here to the higheft perfection; but when it is out
of feafon the want of it is feverely felt, at lea.ft at Ohittahoo, ' where
articles of food to be fubftituted for it a~e fcarne. The Marquefans
refemble the Friendly iflanders. in paying a greater deference to age
thap the Otaheiteans, and· in being exempt from the practice of infant
murders, and other evils produced by 'the arreoe fociety.
OHiTT AHOO, which was felected out of the group to be a miffionary ftation becaufe it was be.ft known to Europeans, is much
inferior in lextent to fome of the neighbouring iflands, being only
nine, rp.iles long from north to fouth, and about feven leagues in circuit. A narrow r-i~ge of lofty hills runs through its whole length, and
is j~ined by other ridges, which gradually rife from the cliffs upon
the coafts. They are divided by deep., narr9w, and fertile valleys,.
adorned •with trees, and watered by broo~s and cafcades. On the
weftern :fide are fever~} coves. That in which Europeans have ufually
,anchored, is :fituated under the higheft land in 'the country, in latitude
9° S 51 3d', I 39° 8' 4d1 weft longitude. It bears fouth 1 5° ea.ft from
the we,ft end of a larger adjacent iiland, called Ohevahoa. The
points that form the harbour (of which that to the fouthward is the
higheft) are about a mile afunder, and their diftance from the head
of the harbour not much lefs. T~e depth of water is from thirty-
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four to twelve fathoms, and the bottom clean fand. Two :Candy
coves within the bay are feparated by a rocky point; and each has a
rivulet and habitations in it. That on the n~rth:rn beach bears ;h~
fame name with the iiland; the other, which 1s nearly concea. e ·
. .
among the trees, is called Innamei.
Alvaro Mendana de Neyra difcovered this iiland and the three
which lie neareft to it, in July 1595 . He named them_ Las
QJ.JES.AS de Mendo<;a, in honour of Mendo9a, Marqms of Can~te,
then viceroy of Peru, who had difpatched Mendana from thence, w!th
four {hips, for the purpofe of occupying the iilands 6~ Solomon, which
had been difcovered by the fame navigator twenty-eight years before.
Being very uncertai'n of the diftance of t1:ofe iila°:ds from Peru, he was
proceed,i ng jn their latitude to fearch for them, when he difcovered the
fouthernmoft illanc:f of. the Marquefas. On the 25th Jul~ ~e fent a
b t to examine Ohittahoo, which he called Santa Chnftma, and
h~:ing found the harbour already d~fcribed, he 'named it Port Madre _
de Dios. Manriquez, who commanded the boat, landed, and m~rched
with twenty foldiers, by beatof drum,. round th~ northern village;
but the inhabitants did not ftir from their houfes till the party halte<J,
and called to them; when abput three hundred men and women
peaceably advanced. At the .requeft 0£ thy Spaniards they brought
feveral kinds of fruit, and fome water contained in coc~a-~ut :!hells•
The women, upon invitation, fat down among the fold1ers ; but t~~
men were ordered to keep at a diftance, and to fetch more water _m
fome jars which- had been brought in the boat. They feemed difFofed to keep the jars; upon w,h ic~ lV!anriq_uez br~tally fired among.ft
them, and broke off their commurucat10n f(?r that tm;e. On the 28th,
Mendana brought -his fq~3:dron to anchor in the harbour; and maf~
being performed ' on :ihore, the natives filently attended_ to the ceremony. After taking formal poffeffion of the c~untry ~n the ~~me
of the King of Spain, he endeavoured to eftabltih a fn:ndly mter~ourfe with the people, and fowed Indian corn in their prefence.
When he returned ori board, he left the command of the party on
12
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fhore to 1'J'anri4uez, and '"a quarrel again foon took place; one of
the foldiers was wounded by a fpear, and many of the natives were
killed by the fire-arms, with which they were purfued while retreating with their women and children to tl1e woods. From thence they
vainly attempted to annoy the invaders with lances ahd frones, and after
fome,days they made overtures of fubmiffion, -and brought prefents of
fruit to the guar<l~ which l1ad be~ placed at the principal avenues.
A familiar in1er<:ourfe being renewed, fome of the iflanders and
Spaniards formed particular friend-fhips; and a man who became
intimate with Mendana's chaplain, went on board with him, difcovered great docility, and feemed difi:reifed when they departed.
Having refitted one of his ve!fels, and erected fome croffes on the
1hore, Mendana fai1le~ 5th July; but terminated his vbyage without
accomplifhing its object, and died at an -ifland wh'ich he difcovered
55° to the weftward of Ohittahoo.
It does not appear that the Marquefas were ·again vi~ted by Europeans till 1774, when Captain Cook went in fearch of thefe iflands,
in order t'"o'afcertain their longitude. After meeting with fome·danger,
in ~ttempting to ti!trn into the harbour of Madre de Dios, he anchored there 6th April. Several canoes had followed the !hip as fhe
paired the fmall harbours on the fame coafi: to the northward, and
others came off from fhore as foon as fhe was anchored. A heap of
fi:ones was provided in each canoe; but the iflanders finding their
vi:fitors peaceable, bartered with them in an amicable manner. This
intercourfe was renewed more abundantfy the following day, but
they betrayed the fame propen:fity to theft which every where prevails in the Pacific Ocean; and one_ of them having feized and got
·off with an iron fianchion, was hafi:ily !hot through t-he head by an
officer on board the Refolution. Hete..1hete, who was then in the
ihip, fhed tears at feeing this act of ba;barity; and Captain Cook ·
took much pains to refi:ore' the familiarity which had been interrupted
by it. The ifianders aifembled on !bore, armed with -fpears and clubs,
and ·drew up under fome rocks on the north fide of the harbour.

Cook went to meet them with a party under arms; and ·Hete-hete
having explained to them the wifhes of the Englifh, the natives
appeared .fatisfi.ed, and conducted them to a brook, where water was
obtained for the fhip. A brifk trade for vegetables was carried on,
and fome hogs were purchafed. The prefence of Cook was, however, found neceffary to preferv~ the confidence of the natives, who
acted precifely as if the conduct of the Spaniards, almofi: two centuries before, had been frefh in their remembrance. The women
had been removed from this harbour, but feveral were met with at
01ile to the. fouthward of _it," who difoovered no reluctance to the li.centious familiarities of the fa.ifors. Hete-hete was foon able to ccmverfe ifhuently with the natives, whofe dialect differs from that of
tOtahert:e chiefly in not admitting the found of r, and in l.i.aving, like
the Friendly iflanders, the hard confonants unknown at the 0ther
group. They paid great attention to the information which he gave
them of cufi:oms in which his countrymen differed from them, and
·efpecially of the mode of producing fire by the friclion Gf dry wood.
A chief, named Honoo, and difi:inguifhed by the title of Heka-ae,
·came with many attendants to the landing-place, and exchanged predents with Captain Cook; but could not be perfuaded to accompany
him on board. He was decorated with a great variety of ornaments, and wore a cloak, while the refi: of the men had only the
mare round their loins. His looks and manner indicated much
good-natur,e and' intelligence. The fupplies of provifions feemed to
increafe in confequence of his vi fit, and no farther conteft occurred;
fome thefts, which were committed, being fuffered by Captain Cook
to pafs unnoticed, as his fi:ay was de:figned to be fhort. He failed on
the .I 1th April.
A Fre_n ch .navigator, named Le Marchand, vifited the Marquefas
about the year I 789. Several veffels, chiefly American, engaged in
the fur. trade, have alfo :fince touched here for provifions; and the
1::ommander of pne of them, named Roberts, built a fmall ve!fel at
.Port fyfadre de Dios, with which he proceeded to the north-weft
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coa.fl: of America. It is reported thai: the people of Ohittahoo had
perfevered in the .prudent.meafure of keeping their women at a di:ll:ance
from European ivifitors :; and that, at this feafon, a contefl: was excited
on the aGCount, in which the -refp~cl:able .chief, Honoo, was killed
by his :brutal g11e:ll:s. This -circumfta:nce, which there is but too
much reafon . to believe, may account' for the very✓ different conduct
.ob~erved ·.relati;ve.to the females of Ohittahoo, in _fubfequent vifits at
, t~is place.
The Dred~l~s ftorell_iip "touched at this ifland on her way from
England to JOlil Captam Vancouver, and anchored in Port Madre de
~ios, 2,2,d March 1792, in twenty-four fathom. Not being fuffi_
·cientl! ihelternd frnm the land wind, her cable parted ~arly the next
-·mormng; and while driving out of the bay, the :!hip was found to
.be on fire. I-n extinguifhing it, many pieces of rotten bedding were
thrown overboard, and the natives· crowded round the fhip to pick
them ,u.p4 When the Dredalus ~egained 'her ftation, and had been
anchored. dofer in fhore, it was obferved that the buoy of the anchor ..
from whi~h they had been,driven, had been purloined; hut a piece of
wood h_avmg been left by the natives in its ftead, tied to the buoyrope, directed them to recover the anchor. Lieutenant Hergeft wh
failed as_ ~gent in the Dredalu_s, went in the afternoon to the' plac:
for obtammg frefh wa~er, which wa.s at the difiance of a mile from
the .fhip; a_nd finding: the · furf violent, he landed with only four
men, in order to fill two water-cafks. The buckets ufed for this
pt~rpofe were foon :ll:ol~p by the iilanders, who crowded round
without_.any -perfon of au~aor_ity t© reftrain them. They e\ten fnatched
.M1:. Hergefl:'s .fow1ing-.pkce out of his hand; ,and there beino- hut
one_ mufket left_ amon? the party, it was judged better to ma·ke bgood
·their retreat . With this, than to .employ it vindictively
·
- .
• O n ret·1rmg
t9 the long-boat, .~hey fo~nd that fome of tlie n 4tives had, by diving,
cut ~way the grJ:1.pnel, with which it had been fecured. When they
regamed the boat, they rowed ,clofe /to the -fh0re, and fired a volley
p f mufketo0ns and fmall arms pyer .the heads of the crowd. All
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immediately fled to the woods, except one man, who :ll:ood his
ground, and threw :ll:ones ~t the boat's crew. This bravado was fuffered to pafs unpuniihed, but four cannon ihot were fired from the
fhip over the fouthern village, which was not above a quarter of a
mile di:ll:ant. This happily produced no worfe effect than to terrify
the natives, who fled in every direction to the mountains -; and about
fun-fet one of them fwam off with a green bough wrapped in white
cloth, which he threw into the {hip. Hav1ng thus difcharged his
erribaffy of peace, he immediately re~~rned on fhore.
The next day, Mr. Hergeft repairing to the watering-place with
an armed party, was cheerfully affi:ll:ed by the iflanders to fill and
roU, the cdk.s, . with wh'ich they alfo fwam to the boats, and were
fuitably rewarded for theiF labour.. They could not frill be re:ll:rained
from pilfering on board, and a· theodQlite belonging to Mr. Gooch,
an a:ll:ronomer, was carried off, but feafonably recovered.
_
. A chief named Too~ou,. who had v.ifited the fhip when fhe prft
anchored, returned on the 24th with a prefent of provifions ; . and
two other&, fome days afterward, brought the grapnel which had
been cut from the boat. They promifed alfo to procure the fowlingpiece, but came on board when. the fhip was, ready to fail, without
fulfilling their engagement. Mr.. Hergeft having well rewarded
them for their former. trouble, and being confident that they could
have recovered his gun, informed one of them that he ihould carry
him away if it . was not fpeedily reftored; and accordingly placed a
eentinel over him in the cabin. The re:ll: of the natives fled in alarm;
but the fowling-piece was obtained in half an hour. The prifoner
was then liberated, greatly to his joy; and prefents were made to him, and to another principal perfon who had brought the gun on
board.
The crowd of iilanders having incommoded· the fli.ip's company
in their bufinefs, the colours were hoi:ll:ed, to fignify that.they muft
not come on board. The men fubmitted to this prohibition; but
many of the women perfi:ll:ed in fwimming the ihip, till mufkets
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were repeatedly fired over their heads, to deter them. Thefts were frequent and daring, and the chiefs feemed to want either authority or inclination to reprefs them. One man, who had made off from the 1hip
with a bucket, was 1hot unintentionally through the calf of his leg,
but no other damage was occafioned.
A good fupply of vegetables was obtained; but few hogs could
be purchafed, and thofe at a rate unufually dear in the SouthSea ifiands. The harbour was accurately furveyed before the 1hip
failed, but the fk.etch giver:i by Captain Cook was found to be fufficiently correct.
The Prince William H enry left Otaheite on the 29th March, the
fame day that the Dredalus failed from Ohittahoo. She made a
direct north-eaft paffage to this ifland, which is therefore demonftrated to be practicable, although not known to have been performed
by any other veffel. Her fray was very tranfient, and her voyage
from Britain to the Sandwich iflands was fo rapid as to be accomplifhed in four months.
Captain :Brown, in the Butterworth, accompanied by two fmaller
private veffels, anchored in Port Madre de Dios 1ft June 1792, and
flaid only two days, to take in freili water.
The degree in which the manners of the people at Ohittahoo had
been corr~pted, fubfequent to Cook's voyage, was not known when
the Duff left England; and the difappointment, occafioned by this
change, appears to have produced the only inftance that ·occu_rred
among our miffionaries, of 1hrinking from the work in which they
were engaged. ltf the folitary condition of a ve;y promifing young
man, who had the fortitude to remain fingly on bis poft, fhould tend
to delay the progrefs of the gofpel at the Marquefas, it is hoped
that this deficiency will foon be amply fupplied. Obftacles, that
are ~o be apprehended from ·long-eftablifhed cuftoms in the other
groups, are here apparently not liable to oppofe the truth; and
we truft that a foundation has already been laid, on which others
•may build with great advantage.

To the northward of this ifland, and feparated by a channel hardlyabove a league in breadth, is 0HEV AH oA, which extends fix leagues
north-eafiward,- and has a circ\1it of fifteen or fixteen leagues. It is
more fteep and craggy, efpecially toward the eafl:ern point, than
Ohittahoo ; but its deeE valleys, and the fides of the hills, are, like
thofe of the former ifland, clothed with trees and verdure. Mendana,
who difcovered it on the L ord's day, named it on that account
La Dom inica. He failed along the fouthern coaft, as C ook did afterward, without difcovering any harbour. This deficiency has prevented any farther knowledge of the interior country. It appeared in
a much more aslvantageous lig ht to .the former navigat0r than it did
to the latter. The natives have always attended -at Port Madre de
Dios, w hen European ve:ffelt. have lain there; and they refemble
the inhabitants of that place, with w hom they maintain friendly
intercourfe.
ON ATEY A, which was named San Pedro by M endana, lies about
-five leagues eaftward of Ohittahoo, and as much to the fouth of
0 hevahoa, It, is about three leag11es in circuit, moderate!y high, and
pretty level; with extenfive woods, and pleafant plains.
The moft fouthern ifland of. the group, ten leagues diftant from
Onateya, was the fir ft that Mendana difcovered ; and. he named it La
Magdelana, in allnfion to the Romiili feftival on which he fell in
with it, July 21, 1595. H e coafted the fouthern {hare the following
day., and four hundred of the natives came off, fome in canoes, fome
floating and fwimming, to the fh ips . They offered cocoa,..nuts, and
other fruits , to the Spaniards, and invited them to land. Forty of
the ifianders, with little perfuafion, went on board Mendana!s ve:ffel,
and were prefented. with clothing; but they attempted to fieal almofr
every thing they faw, which foon produced .a conteft. One of the
Spaniards was wotin9ed by them with a ftone, and they fuffered fe_
verely from the fire-arms. The fquadron continuing under fail, they
fent after it a canoe, with fymbols of peace and friendiliip. This
ifland was judged to be fix leagues in circuit, .and appcarecd populous
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and fertile. Captain Cook, who faw it after leaving Ohittahoo,
reckoned it to be nearly in latitude 10° 251 , 138° 5d weft longitud~.
Captain Brown, in the Butterworth, 27th May I 792, difcovered a
rock refembling a fhip, north-eafrward from the fouth-ea!l: point of
this ifiand, at the diftance of five leagues. He did not anchor, but
laid to off the fouthern coaft till the 31ft, and procured cocoa-nuts,
plantains, and bread-fruit, for nails, from the canoes which came
alongfide, and by his boats from the inhabitants on fhore. One of his
people fpent a night upon the ifland, and fwam off the next morning.
The natives are underfiood to call this ifland' 0 Hr TT AT o A.
The only addition to the difcoveries of Mendana, which was made
by Captain Cook's vifit to -the Marquefas, is an ifland called by the
-inhabitants TE Boo A, and by Cook, Hood's ifland. It :is fituated in
the latitude of 9•. 261 , and at the diftance of five leagues from the
eafternmoft point of Ohevahoa, nearly in the direcl:ion of N. N. W.
It has a bluff appearance, and is of inferior extent to moft others of
the group.
The fhips, which, at a later period, have proceeded to the north-ward, after taking refrefhments at Ohittahoo, have made much more
important difcoveries in this clufter. It is faid that Captain Le
Marchand, in r 789, was the firft who faw feveral iflands at no gre&,t
diftance to the north-weft of thofe which had fo long before been
difcovered. An American named Ingraham next obferved them, and
fuppofed them to have been till then unknown, but did not land upon
them. The only information refpeering thefe iflands, that has
hitherto been publifhed, was obtained during the voyage of the
Dredalus fl:orefhip, in which they were particularly explored. The
pofitions of the newly-difcovered iilands having been very incor•
recl:ly laid down by our countrymen who preceded Captain Wilfon,
we refer to his account and chart for their :fituations, forms, aria
extent; limiting our prefent notice to the circumftances which appear
in the vifits that were previoufly made to thefe iflands.
The fouthernmoft of the new Marquefas, RooAP0A, was called

Trevennen's ifiand by Lieutenant Hergeft, who examined it 31ft
March I 792. In its centre are two rocky eminences of vaft height,
and of fingular figure, with feveral fma1ler peaks adjacent, Near the
fouth-ea~ern point of the coaft is a rock refembling a church with a
fpire. Several fmall bays are formed in the fouthern fide, the beft of
which is terminated by the fouth-weftern point of the ifland. It
was named Friendly bay, from the conducl: of the inhabitants, of
whom more than a hundred peaceably furrounded the fhip with their
carioes, and bartered fruits for beads and other trifles. They feemed
to· be very numerous on fhore, and the eaftern and fouthern £des of
the iiland to be very fertile. The natives exactly refembled in ap...
pearance thofe of the preceding iiles.
Due north from thence, and eight leagues difumt, is NooAHEVA,
called by Mr. Hergeft, Sir Henry Martin's ifland, which is the moft
.confiderable of the whole group, both for extent and fertility. The
fouth-eaftern cape, which he named Point Martin, forms, with the
coaft to the wefrward of it, a deep bay, well fheltered, and bordered
by fandy beaches. At the head of the bay was obferved, either a
deep cove, or the mouth of a confiderable fl:ream. Two leagues
farther weftward is a fine harbour, with a fandy bottom, fhoaling
from twenty-four fathoms to feven, within a quarter of a mile of 1:he
ihore. A ftream of excellent water: runs into it, and it is well
fheltered from all winas. A beautiful plain extends for a mile and
.a half from the beach. The country is populous, and well cultivated.
The people appeared to be lighter than thofe of Ohittahoo, and varied
confiderably from them in other refpecl:s. More than one thoufand
.five hundred were affembled on the fhores of this harbour, which
was named Port Anna Maria. They received fome people who
landed from the Dredalus very hofpitably, and fent off all kinds of
provifions to the :fhip. The weftern fide of the ifland was lefs po ...
pulous.
Captain Brown, in the Butterworth, landed at Nooaheva 3d
June 1792, about two -months after the Dredalus had. been there,;
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a_nd e~amined the north-wefl:ern par~ of the ifiand, upon wqich fide
hkew1fe very good harbours were found. The natives alfo behaved
friendly and refpectfully, but being {hangers to white people, they:
were earneft to fee whether their !kin was of the fame colour under
their clothing as in their faces. Some peculiar ceremonies feem to
prevail he:e: a woman, who, at the requefl: of one of the Englilh,
brought him fome frefh water to drink, would not deliver it to him
till fhe had pronounced a long orati'on.
.
Early in February 1793, the Dredalus revifited this ifland on her
way from the north-weft coafi: of America to New South Wales and
'
anc~ored in Port Anna Maria. A friendly inter,;:ourfe was renewed,
but 1t was fuddenly broken off by cl: quarrel between one of the failors
and ~n iflander who had come on board. The latter having fi:ruck the
Enghlhman, was fhot by him after having leaped overboard~ Upoa
this, a great number of war canoes were affembled, and the ihip
was attacked with fl:ones. Lieutenant Hanfon, who had fucceeded
Mr. Hergeft in the Dredalus, was obliged to quit the h~rbour,.
after remaining there two nights, and proceeded to obtain needful
refrelhments at Otaheite.
Eaftward from Nooaheva, _at the difl:ance of fix or feverr leagues,.
is RooAHOOGA, which was called by Lieutenant Hergefl: Riou's
ifland. ~t is high and cragpY• efpeciaJly at the weft end, but appears
more fertile than the fouthern iflands of the group. At this end is a
fhelf of rocks, extending about a quarter of a µiile from the fhore,.
which ~as nai:ned a~ter Captain New of the Dredalus. This pai:t
of the 1fland 1s defl:itute of any harbour for fuipping, but on the
fouthern coaft there are appearances of convenient anchorage in rwo
bays. Above one hundied natives affembled in canoes round the
Dre?a1us upon her firft approach to the coafl:, and bartered their provifions in a very friend! y manner.
It is probable that this group extends farther, both to the northweft and fouth-eaft, than has yet been explored. Four uninhabited
-ifiand~ are all that have been difcovered betide th<le already defcribed.
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Of thefe, two, which are very fmall, are -:fituated weft by north from
Nooaheva, ten or twelve leagues difl:ant, the other two farther off
to the north-weft, in 7° 53' fouth latitude. The largeft of thefe
latter is eight miles long and two broad. Upon its north-weftern fide
is a bay, affording good anchorage, frefh water, and cocoa-nuts.,
That fide of the ifiand has in general a fertile appearance, but the
eafl:ern coafl: is barren. The fma:ller iiland lies near the other toward the
north-eafl:, and fome rocky iflets are between them. Both the iilands
are high, and, though not inhabited, are occafionally vifited. They
were called Roberts's Hles•, and the two fmall ones before. mentioned.
were named after Lieutenant Hergejf.
Mendana underfrood· from the natives of Ohittahoo~ that they
fometimes vifited, in a hofi:ile manner,. a country toward the fouth,
the in.habitants of which were black, 'and ufed bows and a.trows in
battle. From Captain Wilfon's particular inquiry on this :fobj,ecl:, it
appears, that if they had a:t that time' any knowledge of fuch a
people, it has fince been wholly lofr. It is more probable that the
Spaniards mif~pprehended what was fa.id; as that nation of the·
South-Sea iflanders which correfponds to this defcription, is not
known to extend farther eafrward than Feje, which is two thoufand..
four hundred miles from the Marq,uefas ~

t

•

THE account that has been given of the numerous ifiands con:"'
nected with thofe already occupied as miffionary frations, fuffices to
illufl:rate the extent to which, under the bleffing of our Lord, the
gofpel may probably be diffofed, from the three central places to.which
it has been introduced. Were it poffible here to infert fimilar accounts
of all the countries which are fituated between thefe _groups and the
coafis of Afia and New South Wales,, the apparent importance of out
efforts would be enhanced beyond what can be conceived from the
fpecimen that is now fornifhed. It mufr not, · however, be omitted,..

'
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that people 9f the fame race with the natives of the groups we have
defcribed, are di(perfed over the Ladt"one and Caroline ifiands which
lie north of the equ·ator, and extend from the 130th to the 17 5th
degree of eaft longitude; and they have reached from the- latter
group, or frorn fome intermediate places not yet difcovered, to the
'Sandwich ifla!lds, which are fituated between 155° and 160° weft
longitude, and 19° and 22° north latitude. Croffing the equator,
probably froni the more eaftern of the Caroline i:fiands, they have
fpread over the cJufters of which we have given an account•, and from
th~ Frie~cily Hlands have reached the large· country of New Zealand,
·bet~een 34° and 48° fouth la~itude, and 166° and 180° eaft longitude;
while from Otah~ite, or fome of the iflands fouth-eaft of it, they
~ave ma.de a furpnfing ftretch to the folitary fpot called Eajler .[/land,
ln 27° fouth l_atit~de, and 110° weft longitude. · The language and
-cuftoms of this widely fcaftered nation have been traced to the coafts
of the great Afiatic iflands, Luzon and Borneo, and from thence to the
penin~ula of Malacca, the Aurea Cherfonefus, beyond which the geographical knowledge of the ancients can hardly be faid to have extended. The afronifhing migrations of this race feem to have originated, like thofe df the northern Europeans, from defigns of conqueft.
Thefe they_carried into effect on the coafrs of the grand Afiatic archi:.
pelago, driving the black natives of thofe very extenfive iflands to the
interior mountains, which they frill occupy as a difrinct and independent people. But the migrations of the fairer race from the
Philippine iflands to the Carolines, and farther eafrward, have
a.lmoft to _a certainty been occafioned by ftrefs of weather, which
drove their canoes from ifland to ifland, and from one group to
another, that had not before been peopled. Frequent incidents of this
nature have been afcertained, and fome of them have been fpecified in
our account of the iflands connected with Otaheite. The population
of ifiands fo widely fcattered, cannot, for the greater part, be otherwife explained, either upon the ground of efrablifhed fact, or upon
that of probable conjecture.

.
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The original inhabitants of the great Afiatic iflands feem, likewife,
before they were driven back from their coafrs, to have made very
confiderable emigrations, although not to difiances fo remote as thofe
to which their fupplanters .have been difperfed. The darker race
has fpr~ad over the vafr countries of New H.ol!and and New Guinea,
with the adjacent iflands of New B ritain, New Ireland, and
Louijiade, as well as thofe of Solomon, Santa Cruz*, N ew Caledonia, the chief part of the New Hebrides, and the group called Feje.
Like the natives of Africa, whom in perfon they generally refemble,
they are divided into numerous tribes, and are difiingui!hed _ by
various languages ; yet there is a ftriking famenefs in the cufioms
even of thofe moil: remotely feparated; and they all differ effentially
from the nation that occupies the numerous fmaller iflands of this
ocean. The former are ufually more favage, and of inferior ftature;
but fome of their tribes may, in thefe refpell:s, be compared, or even
preferred, to the leafi civilized colonies of th~ir ~ivals. · A New
Zealander can boaft little or no advantage over his neighbour of New
Caledonia; and a Sandwich iflander muft apparently yield the palm
to an inhabitant of Feje. The fuperior hofpitality of the Otaheiteans,
the Friendly i:flanders, and the Marquefans, invited our endeavours to
promote their beft interefts ; and our elell:ion of that nation, and of
thofe groups, has, through the bleffing of God, been juffified by the
trial which we have been enabled to make.
All the i!lands of this ocean prefented fre:{h ground fqr miffionary
labour, excepting the Philippines, the Ladro1:es, and a few of the
Carolines, to which the Spaniards had gained prior accefs; Japan,
once filled· with converts to popery, but now without the foadow
of chrifiianity; and the northern Kurile i!lands, which are fiatedly
• The groups named by Mendana the Ines of Solomon and Santa Cruz, are the fame
that, in pages 297, 298, of the following narrative, are called Egmont Ifland, &c.
and New Georgia; thofe names having been given to them by Captain Carteret and
Lieutenant Shortland, who imagined that they were new difcoveries.
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-vifited b,y a Ruffian clergyman from Kamifchatka. That peninfula
-contains the only glimmering ray of chriftian'i-ty that enlightens
the A.ftatic coqft of the Pacific Ocean, with th~ fole exception of the
1:loman Catholics fecreted in the Chinefe empire. The t:oaft of
North Amerira, from Behring's ftraits to California, is involved in
more than Egyptian darknefs. Upon the lafr-mentioned peniµfula
Spain has feveral miffionary ftations, where benevolent and laborious
-efforts are made, at leaft to civilize the miferable inhabitants. From
-thence to the ifland of Chiloe, in South America, it is to be feared
that the Spanifh conq:uefts have led the natives rather to deteft the
·name of .chriftianity thaQ. to comprehend its nature. Croffing this
- i mmenfe ocean to New South Wales~ at a diftance of 135 degrees of
:J.ongitude, we find the gofpel pr.eached with purity and zeal to a herd
.of our own countrymen, whofe vices reduce them below the moft
abject clafs of the heathen world around. May the doctrine of the
crofs triumph there Gver .the unparalleled obfiacles it has to furm9unt;
and .ma,y it' ad:vance from iliore to fhore, till it covers the hemifphere
that is wa!hed by the Pacific Ocean ! Let him who reads .fay,
" Amen, Lord . Jefus ! Thy .kingdom come! Thy will be done
,..n it1 earth, .as it 1s 111 heaven!"
r
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P. S. On the general chart that <lefcribes Captain Wilfon's track, thofe countries
.of the Pacific Ocean, which lie within, or fouthward of the tropics, are comprehended
under the general na'me of AusTRALIA, after the example of foreign geographers.
As they appear to he divided between two diflinet races oJ inhabitants, one of which
.almoR wholly po!fdfes the more .extenfive countries fituated in the fouth-weftern part
-of the ocean, thefe are clift:inguifhed f~om the re!l: by the title of the Greater Au!l:ralia:
-the numerous fmall iflands inhabited by the fairer race being iatluded under that of
. Lrffer Auftralia. To the whole group, of which a part was difcovered by Cook,
~rtd called by him the Friendly Ifles, ·the title of United Archipelago is affigned upon the
-chart. The propriety of thefe innovations is fubmitted to the judgment of fuch among
-0u.r .F~,\ders as are accuftomed to geographical refearchei;.

OF

.

.

THE conftant protection with which it has pleafed the Divine
Being to favour the concerns of the Miffionary Society, renders it
incumbent on us, before we enter on the immediate fubject of our
addrefs to you, to make a... humble and undiffembled acknowledgment of the gratitude which is due to Him, and to recognife with
thankfulnefs the frequent and manifeft interpofitions of his hand in
favour of this inftitution.
~mong ·many other oc~un·:,nces which have appeared to us of a ·
nature peculiarly providential, and which we have con:fidered as the
. proofs of the condefcending care with which it has pl~afed the great
Head of the church to regard this undertaking, there has been none
that excited more thankfulnefs to· his name, or occa:fioned more
univerfal fatisfaction among ourfelves, than the circumftance of your
having been inclined to confecrate yourfelf to the fervice of God on this
interefring occafion. We truft that the fame Being, from whom the
difpofition has proceeded, will impart the grace which is requi:fite
to .accompli!h the arduous fervice, and infpire the wifdom which is
needful for the execution of ·its i~portant duties.
Connected with us in the direction of the affairs of the Society,you are fully apprifed of the nature and defign of the expedition you.
·
have undertaken to conduct.
n
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You are aware, that it is not only in its nature fingular, and almofr
without ~ precedent, but that it. is alfo one of the moft honou~able
an.cl moft important fervices which can be confided to a human
being. The attention of the Chriftian world is very generally excited
to the object, and devout interce:ffions are continually afcending like
incenfe to heaven for its fuccefs. Should it be favoured with the
ble:ffing of God, it may be the direct. means of imparting divine
light and eternal life to great multitudes of immortal beings, and
may form an rera of diftinguifhed importance in the hiftory of human
redemption. In this view of the interefting nature of the bufinefs we are engaged in, it is with peculiar fatisfacl:ion and fincere affection, that we, the Directors of the inftit-ution, not only
invefr you wilh the command of the !hip, and with full and complete
authority Tor the management of its concerns in relation to the voyage ;
but alfo commit to your care and fuperintendence, during ~he fame
period, the more important charge of the mi:ffion itfelf, and efpecially
of thofe faithful brethren who accompany you therein. Dear to our
Saviour, in whofe name they go forth, thefe apoftolic men will have
a frrong interefr in your affections alfo. Having forfaken their friends
and their country for the love of Chrift, and with 't he defire of
fpreading the honours of his name among the heathen, they will feek
in your .kind attention an equivalent for the endearjng connexions
they have relinquifhed; and you will be defirous of extending towards
them the wife fuperintendencc of a parent, and the affectionate
fympathy of a brother. Y o{i will cheer the fpitit that is liable to
droop under the preifure of its anxieties, oi: adminifrer the word of
admonition to the difciple that is in danger of erring. You will be
among them the centre of union, to reconcile their divifions, and
confirm their love; the univerfal friend, in whofe bofom they will
depofit their diverfified cares.
As it is needful that you fhould be furnifhed with inftrufrions,
both with refpeel: to the voyage itfelf, and alfo with rehrtion to the
eftaplifhment of the miffion, it is our. duty to defire, that after having
;i
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received your cargo on board an invoice whereof you will be furnifhed with, and alfo the mi:ffionaries who are to accompany you
whofe names and occupations you will have an account of, you will
pleafe to proceed with all po.ffible difpatch to Portfmouth, in order
to join the Eafr India convoy now lying there, to which you are to
attach yourfelf, and to ufe every exertion in your power to keep company with i~, as far as its courfe and yours are defigned to coincide.
In cafe the convoy fhould frop at Teneriffe, you will procure four
pipes of the befr wine in hogfheads, for which you will apply t-0 the
houfe of Melf. Faifley and Little, and reimburfe them for the amount
by your draft on the treafurer to the inftitution. You will endeavour to procure from thence two· or three bunches of 'dried grapes of
the befr -kind, in order that the feeds may be planted when you arrive ·at the place of your defrination; alfo a few pecks, or even
quarts, of the be.ft feed wheat, together with the feeds of fuch tropical fruits as you may think it would be advantageous to take with
,you. You will alfo endeavour to procure one ram fheep and two
ewes, to be preferved for the purpofe of breeding; alfo a male and
female afs, for , the fa1ne purpofe_. You will alfo at this place probably have an opportunity of giving your fhip's company and the
palfengers feveral meals of frefh meat and vegetables; which, as it
will promote their health and comfort, we are well perfuaded will
not efcape your attention. On taking your departure from Teneriffe,
we wjfh you to confider the port of Rio d~ Janeiro on the coaft of
~razil as your next object. At that place you will be able to lay
111 a frock of fugar very cheap, for the ufe of the !hip's company
and miffionaries on the voyage, as well as for the latter after they
are put on fhore; as alfo tobacco, chocolate, cochineal-plant, and
many other vegetable productions ufeful for confumption and cultivation at the fettlement. Here yqu will alfo embrace the opportunity to procure a fupply of frefh meat, and other defirable articles, for the refrefhment of the !hip's company, at a, reafonable
rate.
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From this port we wifh you to proceed by the way of Cape Horn
to the ifiand of Otaheite, _there to put in execution the direcl::ions
which will be hereafter-fuggefted, fo far as they may appear to you
eligible on your arrival. In the mean time, we think it material to
provide againft the probability of your meeting with a foul wind in
your attempt to double Cape Horn; in which cafe, after having made
the fiJft attempt as clofe in with the land as you think confiftent with
the fafety of the fhip, we recommend you to ftand to the fouthward
to the diftance of at leaft four or five degrees; whefl, if you fiill
:find the wind blowing fteadily againft you, rather than lofe much
time in attempting to beat againft it, we advife you to bear up and
run for the Cape of Good Hope, where you will find thofe refrefhments which by that time you will ftand in need of.
·
On your arrival in the South Seas, the deftined fcene of your
benevolent exertions, the immediate profpect of the important fervice
before you will imprefs your mind with peculiar weight, and you
will be anxious to fulfil, to the utmoft of your power, the engagement you have undertaken. You will then recollect, that the fphere
of your activity is widely extended, and includes a confiderable
number of different iflands remotely fituated from each other; you
will be reminded of the refolution of the general meeting, which was
thus ·expreffed :
·
" That a miffion be undertaken to Otaheite, the Friendly Hlands,
" the Marquefas, the Sandwich, and the Pelew Ifiands, in a fhip
" belonging to the Society, to be commanded by Captain Wilfon,
'"' as far as may be practicable and ·exped_ient."
This refolution embraces a plan of great extent .and importance,
and proceeds from the laudable and benevolent defire of introducing
the knowledge of Chrift into as many different ifi_ands as poffible;
you will therefore confider this refolution as the rule of your conduct, and keep it in your remembrance in all your proceedings. It
· is not to be departed from, without folid and important reafons; for,
as the gofpel of Ch rift is a bleffing beyond the power of calculation
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to dlimate, the defirablenefs of fending it to as many iflands as
poffible is in proportion to its ineftimable value. We do not mean,
however, to encourage you to adopt a fyftem of miffionary enterprife
beyond the boundaries of difcretion ; we do not urge you to depart
from the principles of prudence and caution, which fo important
an occafion requires; nor by attempting to introduce the advantages
of Chriftianity in many places, fo to divide your numbers as to weaken
your efforts too much in -each~ and endanger your fuccefs in all.
The refolution is not intended to prevent a wife and difcreet circumfpection. It is indeed defirable to introduce the gofpel into feveral
iflands ; but it is neceffary, if poffible, to eftabli!h it in one ; for if
you concentrate your exertions, and gain a folid eftabli!hment in one
place, it may become the germ of other m1ffionary efforts, and be a
facred leavep which may gradually fpread its beneficial influence
through numerous and diftant ifiands of the South Seas. Thus you
will perceive, that although the refolution by which you are to endeavour to regulate your operations is of great extent, and highly de.:firable to be accompli!hed, yet that it is limited by the confiderations
of practicability and expedience; and of thefe you will of neceffity
be the beft qualified to judge.
The quefiion refpecting the pracl:icability of vifiting fo many diftant iflaI_lds mufi be decided by circumftances which it is impoffible
for us to anticipate; and even to you, when in the South Seas, ami:ffion.
may appear to be practicable, which you may neverthelefs not think it
expedient to attempt. For inftance, the Pelew ifiands are the laft which,
in the order of your voyage, you will have occafion to vifit. The cha-racter of the natives furnifhes a firong inducement to.efiabli!h a million
amo~g them, and the attempt may alfo appear to be practicable:. but
would you think it expedient to take a. few miffionaries from the
ifiands at a great difiance to windward, at an uncertainty of the re-ception which a miffionary plan might meet with in the former?· Suppofe that, by a new chief having arifen with lefs favourable difpoiitions,
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-ihan the father of Lee Boo, or through any other caufe, you fhould
be prevented from leaving our brethren there, with perfect fatisfaction
to yourfelf and them, what would be the effect ? You could not
,a dmit of the wafre of time and expenditure of money which it would
require to convey them to the iflands where your other millions maY
have been efrablifhed, even if your return thither againfr the trade
wind was practicable; and you would probably have no alternative
but that of brinO'ing them with you to their native land. The fame
reafoning may a;ply with refpect to the Sandwich i:flands. It is
extremely defir_able that the bleffings of the Chrifria~ rel~gion
fhould be extended to thofe populous regions ; but the mdub1table
accounts which we have lately received of the actual fiate of thofe
i:flands, do not permit us to recommend the efiablifhment of a million
among them at prefent. 'A variety of other confiderations will occur
to your mind when you are to decide on what is practicable and
expedient. If you look over the inventory of the different articles
which make up your cargo, fupplied by the liberality of our friends,
or furnifhed from the funds of the infritution, you will probably conclude that they are much mor~ adapted f~r _the co-operation of a number of individuals in one or two foc1et1es, than for a
difrribution among more. When you confider the qualifications of
the rnillionaries, you will perhaps be inclined to think, that remaining in one or two bodies, they may (orm models of civilized fociety, fmall indeed, but tolerably complete. There are fome amon?
them who ~re adapted to be ufeful by the improved frate of their
minds and their fi.tnefs for taking the lead in religious fervices ; there
are others who .are necdfary on account of the ikilfulnefs of their
hands, and their knowledge of the ufefol arts: thus there_ wo~ld be
among them that mutual dependence and ufefulnefs w~1ch 1s the
cement of the focial order. If you fhould feparate them mto feve~al
parties for various millions, it would occur to you that t~is order and
connexion would be very much broken ; and as every m1ffion fhould
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contain within itfelf a competent fund both of divine and human
knowledge, you might perhaps find it impracticable to arrange our
millionaries into feveral parties, and yet preferve among them thefe
indifpenfable requifites. Among our brethren who accompany you,
we trufr you will find fome who po:ffefs a confiderable acquaintance
with the doctrines of Chrifiianity in their foundation and mutual
dependence, and are qualified for the defence and confirmation of the
gofpel; but others of them have not perhaps a view of the fubjecl:
fufficiently accurate and enlarged to fit them for the office of teachers.
They underfrand indeed the doctrines of grace in the moil: precious
fenfe, by experimental conviction; and having a general idea of
them, may be very ufefol to the heathen by means of their converfation as well as fheir exemplary lives. But in every million,
however fmall, it is e:ffential that the~e fhould be fome whofe
minds have acquired a maturity in ·divine things, and who are
fcribes well infiructed in the kingdom of heaven. This it might be
difficult for you to accompli:!h,. on the plan of efiabli:!hing a number
of different fettlements.
\
If from thefe reafons, or others which may arife in your mind
when you are amidfr the fcene of action, you 'judge that the
caufe of Chrifr among the heathen will be befr promoted by the
eftablifhment of fewer millions, we :!hall receive great fatisfaction
in finding that you are able to vifit more i:flands, with a view to
the introduction of the gofpel am~ng them at a future period. By
means of fome of the Europeans now probably refiding at Otaheite, _
who may be difpofed to accompany you, your accefs to the underfrandings of the iflanders will be facilitated; you will eafily
communicate to them the beneficial plan you are projecting in
their favour; and you may afcertain how far a miffiol) to any of
them ·may be advifable. This mode of procedure is highly defirable, as ii: may throw a confidera~le light upon our future
path, and affifr our judgment refpecting the de:figns of Providence
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· toward thefe iilands~ It is the more to be recommended, on account of the great degree of probability the_re is of our revifi.ting
them fo0n after the. fafe return of our veffel from her prefent expeditio~; as it is evident, that, with the affifi:ance of a freight homeward, the navigation to thofe feas may be hereafte~ undertaken at
little comparative expenfe, and ~hus opportunities be afforded _of frequent intercourfe with them. Submitting thefe con:fiderat1ons to
your attention, we now think it neceifary to offer you a fe~ more
obfervations -dcrived from the heft information we can obtain, and
the beft judgment we can at prefent form on the fubject: you ':ill
adhere to them or not, as you may find it expedient when you arnve.
It is well known that Otaheite is the ifiand on which the general
expectation has been fixed, as the place where ou_r ~r~ miffion is to
•be attempted; and we have no reafon to alter the opm10_n w~ at ~rft
entertained of the eligibility of this fpot: but as our o~Jecl:_ is_ t_o introduce the gofpel of Chrift among the heathen, ~11 partialities or
predilections to particular places mufi: be made fubferv1ent to that end•
We conceive you will vifi~ that ifland before any oth(:r, and you
tvill doubtlefs have an early interview with the chiefs. It mufi: be
left to your own difcretion how far you will then unfol_d to the1:1
the occafion of your voyage. You will alfo probably foon be v1fited by fome Europeans, and will mo~ !ikely find means ~o conciliate their confidence, without comm1ttmg yourfelf to them any
further · than you may deem prudent. All your difcrimin_a:ion
may be . requi!ite to fix on thofe a~ong them ':ho are befi: fmted
to become y.our · infiruments ; from them you _w1~l learn the prefent ftate of this ifland, and perhaps of thofe adjacent, as to _Produce, population, difpofi.tion of the natives, and political relat1~ns.
you will )1.owever be on your guard againfi: mifreprefentat10~,
and by comparing different reports find out the tru_th. You ~1~1
aJfo guard againft treachery and furprife. - You_ ·w ill be cautious
whom you .admit on board; efpecially you w1H not allow the

females, except the wives of the chiefs, and only a few at a time. ·
Neither would it be .prudent to permit too many of the Engliili, if
remaining at Otaheite, to be on board at once. You will take an
early opportunity of vifiting the fmaller peninfula, as it has been
reprefented by fome voyagers to be the mofi: fertile, well cultivated,
and abounding with cotton and Jugar-cane. Let the iliip run down
to the adjacent i:fiand of Eimeo, examine the harbours of Taloo and
Avoitai, converfe with the chiefs, learn the prefent ftate of that ~!land,
and the difpofoion of the inhabitants toward a fettlement of fame
of our brethren among them.
After you have afcertained to your fatisfaetion !he kind of
treatment which the miffionaries are likely to experience at Otaheite,
you will be more capable of judging how to improve the remainder
of .your voyage, than we ·are at prefent. To affifi: you in the direction of your farther attempts, we recommend to your attentive
perufal the papers which have been committed to you, containing a: defcription and hifiorical account of the iflands that are connected
with Otaheite, or included in the groups called the Friendly Hlands
and the Marquefas. You will compare them on the grounds of
immediate advantage and future profpects. To this fubjeet belongs the confideration of the fafety of our women, probability of
introducing our improvements, fupply of provifions, the products of
. the ifiands in fugar, cotton, fandal-woo'd, &c. We are thus particular in fuggefi:ing thefe obfervations to you, becaufe you are much
better qualified than we can expect any of the miffionaries to be, to
decide on the mofi: eligible fpots for our fettlement; and it is a circumftance of fo much importance as to claim your utmofi: attention. You
will doubtlefs on this fubjecl: hold very frequent communications
with the miffionaries, and efpecially with the committee, fiating to
them the grounds on which you may prefer one fpot to another:
as it would be peculiarly de:firable to obtain, if poffible, a perfecl:
unanimity of the whole body as to the place of fettlement; and the
objections of thofe who may happen to think differently from youro
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felf, or·from the majority of their brethren, fhould be attentively heard
and maturely confidered. It is, however, very difficult for fo many
perfons perfectly to coincide on any fubject; and _we therefore place
the power of decifion in a majority of the committee, provided that
you, the prefident, form one of that majority. As we conclude that you
poffefs a fuperior judgment on this fubjecl: to any of them, it appear~
to us to be a regulation highly conducive to their good, that- no
fettlement ihould be made without your approbation. For the fake
·o f relieving you from fame part of the refponfibility, we lodge in
the fame committee, and fubject to the fame rule, the power of de·c iding whether there !hall be more miffions than one eftabliihed, and
where the fubfequent ones {hall be attempted. To this committee
·belongs alfo, under the fatne reftricl:ion, th~ control over the artic~es,
implements, and utenfils, which make up the cargo of the fh1p;
and they, with your concurrence, are to decide, when, where, and
in what proportions, thofe articles are to be landed. In cafe,_ however, of feveral miffions being attempted, for the fake of ftnct and
impartial juftice we appoint, that two of the committee !hall be taken
from thofe· who remain at the firft fettlement, and two others from
thofe who are intended to be detached to any other: yourfelf, being
th~ prefident, and perfectly difinterefted, will have the power of
adminiftering juftice toward both. It is however intended, that a
quantity of articles, fuitable 'for prefents to the chiefs of iilands which .
you may vifit in your way to Canton, fh~uld rerain on board, a?d
you muft pave the power of deciding what articles, and what quantity
of each, !hall be referved for that purpofe.
To a number of ferious Chriftians, who are, on all occafions,
feeking divine direction, it will no doubt occur, that the dete_rmination
of any queftion ~efpecting attempts to extend the gofp_el 1s o~ fuch
tranfcendant importance, as to require the moft folemn mvocat1on of
Him who heareth prayer, for the interpofition of his wifdom to guide
you in judgment. An unanimity, or nearly fo, of the :"hole body,
on que;(lions fo intereftjng , and which .are t9 be deqded after a
~
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folemn feafon of devotion appointed for that fpecial occafion, wot1l'd,
afford 'confiderable fatisfaction to our minds, as a favourable intimation of the divine fuperintendence.
In negotiating with the chiefs, you will explain to them the advantages which will arife to them from our refidence among them;
that it may be the happy effect of their earneft defire, and not of
our felicitation. As an inducement to us to prefer their ifiand, they
muft give us a full title to the land we may have occafion for, guarantee to us the fafety of our property from plunder, the enjoyment'
of our laws and cuftoms, and the undifturbed exercife or our religion.
Inftead of exciting the jealoufy of the chiefs by any importunity on
our parts to cont1.nue with them, it would be more prudent to !hew
a readincfs to leave tbe ifland, and fix upon fome other, that it may
be underftood by them, that our inducements to vifit them have not
been to receive advantages, but to confer them. On this principle,
as well as for other reafons, we recommend that the land fhould not
be purchafed, but required, as the condition of our remaining with
them; and that the prefents we make fhould not be confidered as
payments, but as .gratuities, the expreffions and pledges of our good
will. If you iliould determine to make a fettlement at feveral iilands,
you and the committee will decide what number, and which individuals, ihould refide at each. If this {hould be the occafion of difputes which you cannot amicably terminate, we recommend your
appealing to the decifion of _Divine Providence by a folemn and
religious ufe of the ancient inftitution of drawing lots.
We have now finiihed the inftructions which appeared to us
nee~ful to communicate with refpecl: to the miffion. The changes
which may have taken place in the ftate of the iilands fince the laft
accounts, may make it neceffary for you to depart from the advice
which we have now offered, and refort to expedients more congruous
to the circumftances before you, and better fitted to fecure the great
object.
On yo:ur arrival at Canton, you will addrefs yourfelf to the factory
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. of the India Company, and in all refpect-s conform to t,he conditions
?f the _charter, a copy of which you wall take with you. You will
In particular obferve the neceffity of your being there by the month
of December, or at lateft in the month of January 1798, that you
may receive your cargo on board, and fail J'or Eu!ope in the early
part of the fpring. Thus we ili.all cherifh the hope of your fafe
return foon after the fucce<:ding midfummer. In the mean time you
will doubtle(s embrace whatever opportunities occur of writing
to us either from Rio de Janeiro, or by the fir.ft: fhip which fails
from Canton; and let your difpatches be addreifed to Mr. Jofeph
Hardcaftle, of London.
,
We have now only to commend you to the all-fufficient care and
protection ..of Him who holds the winds in .his fill, and the waters
in the hollow of his thand. The throne of anercy- will be,addreifed
with urtceafing fupplications in behalf of your Safety, · and tt.he .tfuccefs of your embaify. You are accompanied by the affectionate efreem
of the excellent of the earth; and miniftring fpidtis, we trufr, wjll
receive the welcome charge to rcon:voy you in fafety to the;place of
your defi:ination. May they be .,glad .fpeol:ators ,of t:h'e· Jormation
of a Chriftian temple _in thefe heathen lands., ancd thus 0e furnifhed
with the fubject of a new fong to Him that fitteth upon the throne,
and to the Lamb I
•
Signed by order of the Directors,
JoHN LovE, Secretary.
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CHAPTER

I. ·

lNTRODUCTION.-Appointment of Mij/ionaries and Ship's Crew.

THE difcoveries made in the great fouthern fea by the voyages un
dertaken at the command of his prefent majefty, George the Third,
excited wonderful attention, c).nd bro_ught, as it .were, into light a
world till then almoft unknown. Hlands, it may be faid, innumerable, were found to cover the bofom of the Pacific Ocean in different
groups; fome of them extenfive, and many full of inhabitants,
who difcovered, by the fimilarity of their language and religion,
the fame original race ; though how they oecame difperfed over
three or four thoufand fquare miles, with no other veffel than a
canoe, is truly marvellous. The preliminary account affords a clear
and concife view of former voyages. This intercourfe with Europeans
.communicated fome advantages, but withal entailed upon them mifery
and d_ifeafes, to which before they had been utter ftra~$·ers. The
perufal of the accounts of thefe repeated voyages could not but
awaken, in fuch countries as our own, various {peculations, according as men were differently affecleq. The merchant confidered
4
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if_ they would afford any object of commerce; the naturalift eagerly
explored the peculiar fubjecl: of his refearches ; and the afl:ronomer
fought a fiation, from whence he might obferve the tranfit of Venus
over the fun, and deduce from thence ufeful improvement in that
celeftial fcience. But when, as Mr. King obferves, thefe iilands
were found to produce little which would excite the cupidity of ambition, or anfwer the fpeculations of the interefted, they were ready
to be abandoned to their primitive oblivion, unlefs occafionally vifited
by a ftraggling fhip ; and after proving the fuperior advantages of
our iron tools, and led to the total neglect of their own, their fituati_o n would have become ftill more deplorable than th~ir original ftate.
The iron we bartered with them could not be replenifhed, nor repaired by them, and muft foon become ufelefs; they would have
loft the habit of ufing and making their former tools of bone and
ftone; whilft the ravages of the difeafes which Europeans had probably communicated, threatened to fweep them from the earth with
the befom of deftrucl:ion. Reflections on their unhappy fituation
had dropped from the pen of the humane, and pity had often fwelled
the bofom of the compaffionate: a few felt ~or them, not only as
men, but as Chrifl:ians, and wifhed fome mode could be devifed of
·communicating to them t~e knowledge of that ineftimable book.
compared with which all befide is pompous ignorance, and all the
treafures of the earth lighter on the balance than vanity itfelf. The
object had lain on many a heart, and prayer had gone up on their
behalf; a feeble effort was difappointed by the unfaithfulnefs of
thofe defigned for the work.
Yet the idea was not wholly abandoned, though the profpeel: of
its accomplifhment was almoft defpaired of: a few of the faithfnl minifters of Chrift, aifociated on another occafion, feemed, at
the fame time, to exprefs a faint wifh tha( fomething could be
done for the heathen. On communicating their thoughts to others
of their brethren, they found a cordial difpofition to co-operate; and
the attempt at Sierra Leone, though infl:ituted .with a particular view,
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brought forth fome letters on millions, fuggefting their practicability.
and calling fo the attempt. This coincidence of a rifing fpirit of
miffionary purfuits, though in its lowefl: embryo form, led to converfe on the fubject, and- to confider how the work might be begun :
t~o or three individuals offered to open a fubfcription for the purpofe; and the active minifters who directed the Evangelical Magazine refolved to hazard an advertifement of their de:fign, and to invite the concurrence of their ,.brethren. From thefe fmall beginnings
arofe the great increafe; and the cloud, at firfi: no bigger than a man's
hand, diffufed itfelf over this land, and poured down its copious
iliowers of bleffings on the iiles of the fouthern ocean. A miffionary
fociety was in confequence formed in England, and zealoufly feconde<i
by our brethren in North Britain.
Their objelt was fimple and noble; '' to deliver mankind from the
" greateft poffible portion of mifery which befets them, and to confer
" upon them· the moft abundant meafure of felicity which our nature
" is capable of enjoying.» They were confcious this could ·only be
effected by the gofpel of the grace of God preached among all nations._
as far as their opportunities or abilities might extend. For this end
their meetings became frequent, and their plans matured for exe~
cution.
After a long and ferious confideration of the fubjecl:, th~y determined to commence with the iilands of the fouthern ocean, as thefe,
foi- a long time pail:, had excited peculiar attention. Their fituation
of mental ignorance and moral depravity ftrongly impreifed on our
minds the obligation we lay under to endeavour to call them from
darknefs into marvellous light. The miferies and difeafes which their
intercourfe with Europeans had occafioned, feemed to upbraid our
neglect of repairing, if poffible, thefe injuries ; but above all, we
longed to fend to them the everlafl:ing gofpel, the firft and moft diftinguifhed of bleffings which Jehovah has beftowed on the children
of meno
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We were fenfible fome could not underfiand our motives, and
others would fufpect or mifinterpret them; but confcious of the
:fimplicity and godly fincerity which prompted us to the undertaking,
we perfevered undifmayed with difficulties, and, through the good
hand of our God over us for good, have fucceeded beyond our mofi
fanguine expectations.
·
The various fieps in which we have proceeded are now before the
public, · and fubmitted to the attention of thofe who would meditate
-on the wondrous maze of Providence, and contemplate the great
events that fpring from means apparently the moil: inconfiderable.
On notifying our intentions to the public, we met a fpirit of zeal
and liberality highly encouraging; applications manifold were
poured in of candidates for the mi:ffion, with fubfcriptions adequate
to the undertaking. None but men the moil: felect for piety were to
be admitted. We were _defirous to obtain fome poffeffed of literary
attainments, but efpecially to procure adepts in fuch ufeful arts and
occupations as would make us moil: acceptable to the heathen in that
.fiate of inferior civilization to which they were advanced. A felect
committee of minifters, approved for evangelical principles and
ability, was appointed to examine the candidates, as to their views,
capacity, and knowledge in the rriyfteries of godlinefs. Many were
· rejected, and only thofe received, who, after repeated and careful attention to the fubject, by inquiries into their conduct and character:,
had the ftrongefr recommendations from the minifi:ers and congregations with whom they had been joined in communion, and of whofe
intelligence and devotednefs to the work we had the fulleft evidence~
Thirty . men, fix women, and three children, were approved, and:
prefented to the directors for the commencement of the miffion •.

LIST

of the

MISSIONARIES

who embarked on board the Duff,

at Blackwall.
NO.

NAMES.

AGE.

Rev. James Fleet Cover
2 John Eyre
3 -John Jdferfon
4 Thomas Lewis

34

I

28

36
31

5 ~r. Henry Bicknell

29½

6 -

22

Daniel Bowell
7Benj. Broomhall
8 John Buchanan
9 -James Cooper
IO -John Cock
11 William Crook
Samuel Clode
John A. Gillham
Peter Hodges
William Henry
John Harris
-Hudden
_Samuel Harper
Rowland Haffell
Seth Kelfo
Edward Main

20

3I
28
23
2r

12 -

35

13

22

I4
15

16

17
18

19
20
~I

Ifaac Nobbs
23 - - Henry ~fott
24 Francis Oakes

22 -

29
23
39
26
27
48
24
24
22

25

OCCUPATIONS~

Ordained minifter.
Do.
Do.
Do. and has attended the hofpitals and difpenfaries, and
underfiands printing.
Houfe carpenter, fawyer, and
wheelw.right.
Shopkeeper..
Buckle and harnefs maker.
'Faylor.
Shoemaker.
Carpenter•
Gentleman's fervant, and fince
tinworker.
Whitefmith and gardener.
Surgeon.
Smith and brazier.
Carpenter and joiner. Cooper.
Butcher~
Cotton manufacturer.
Indian weaver.
Weaver.
Taylor (late of the royal artillery).
Hatter.
Bricklayer.
Shoemaker...
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NO. '

NAMES ,

2.5 Mr. James Puckey
26 -

27
28
29
30

William Puckey
William .Smith
WiiFa~ ShelJy,
- - George Veefon
James Wilkinfon

AGE,

25

20
2

r

21

24

·27

OCCUPATIONS•

Carpenter.
Carpenter.
Linen-draper.
Cabinet-maker.
Bricklayer.
Carpenter aad joiner.

WOMEN.

37
Wife of J. F. Cover.
32 Elizabeth Eyre
64
Wife of John Eyre.
33 - - Elizabtth Haffell
29
Wife of Rowland Haffell.
34 - - Sarah H enry .
23
Wife of Wm. Hemry.
35 ~ Mary Hodges , ,: · ·25
Wife of P. Hodges.
36 Hudden
.. ,, , ~ife of --- Huddeirl. - - .
,rr,~od2
CHILDREN.
n:,q'
,37 James Cover
12
Son of.J. F. Cover.
; :f! h.
38 Thomas Haffell
2
Son of Rowland Haffell,
39 .Samuel Otoo Haifell
I 6 weeks. Do.

Jl Mrs. Mary Cover

We wifhed our felecl:ion of_marfoers fhould be equally choice, and
laboured to procure fuch, and were not a little fuccefsful in this
. behalf. Captain Wilfon and the firft mate, his ncwhew, were perfons in every view equal to the undertaking, and ·as hearty in the
work as the miffionaries themf~lves. Many of the failors were men
of a like mind ; ~pout half were coromuni<mnts ; and every man was
eager to beg admittance with us, under the profoffion of wifhino- to
be inllrumental in fo bleffecl. a fervic,e, and the hope that he fh;ulq.
gain benefit and edification to his own foul.
During the firft fix weeks that' th!:!J were detaine~ in ha·rb.our, qn~
of our body, who coritinued with them daily, and often minifteted
1mto them, declares he never heard the name of God biafphe~ed, a
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paflJonate word fpoken, or faw an unbecoming action in any one of the
mariners, many of whom joined in the exercifes of prayer and praife
with the moft cordial devotion, and none who were not on duty ever
abfented themfelves from the fiated hours of worfhip. Surrounded as
we were by king's ihips in the harbour, and often increafed on the
quarter-deck by numerous vifitants, this excited no fmall meafure of
furprife and wonder at its novelty. The fongs of Zion were daily heard
over the deep.-Th~ real Chriftian in every fituat(on of life poffeffes peculiat excellence ~ his religion will never interrupt the difcharge of hi~
'duties in fociety; none will be found fo confcientioufly diligent; divine
principle will do more than the moft rigid difciplfne. We appeal to
facts that mufl: carry conviction to every candid and unprejudiced
mind.
The preparations being completed, and all the ftores on board, a fo~
lemn de:fignation of the miffionaries to their office was made, and the •
evening preceding the embarkation the dirn&ors met the miffionaries,
and celebrated their laft happy communion together, in the fulleft
confidence of fhortly meeting again in the prefence of God and of the
Lamb, and enjoying eternal fellowfhip with Jefus the mediator,
and the fpirits of all jufi men made perfect.
The profecution of our voyage for the accomplifhment of the benevolent and evangelical purpofes of our fociety ·will be found to con~
tain a variety of events, interefiing to the navigator, the naturalifi,
"and the politician; but above all, will engage the peculiar attention
of thofe who glory in the name of Chriftian, and long to fee, what
they fully expect, the coming of the kingdom of the Lord, and of
his Chrift, when "the mountain of the L ord's houfe fhall be efia'' blifhed in the top of the mountains, and ,the nations fhall flow
~' unto it."-The cry of the univerfal church is, that " the Lord
" ·would hafien it in his time I"
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CHAPTER

II.

Embarkation~-Departure from the River.-Stay at Porifmouth.
THE preparations being completed, and the miffionaries ready for
embarkation, the directors of the fociety were very anxious for the
Duff's failing with the Eaft India convoy, whic~, at this time, lay
at Spithead, waiting for a fair wind. They embarked in fight of
many fpecrators, and accompanied by relations, acquaintances, and
feveral of the directors, to whom, as refiding in London, had been
committed the care of the;: outfit of the miffion. AuguH the 1 oth,
1796, at fix in the morning,' we weighed anchor, and hoifted our
miffionary flag at the mizen top-gallant-maft head: three doves argent, on a purple field, bearing olive-branches in their bills. The
morning was ferene, and a gentle br~eze blew from the W. N. W. ;
few veffels were fiirring on the river; all was frill and quiet; and
it feemed a favourable feafon for pleafing contemplation to thofe
whofe hearts, warmed with benevolence to their fellow men, and a;_
dour for the extenfion of the.Redeemer's kingdom, had long earnefily
defired to fee a profpeer fo promifing as this their firfr attempt now
afforded. _ With fatisfaction they beheld thofe, who at a future pe~
riod .were~ to act alone in the caufe, · not difpi rited at leaving their
native country and friends, nor with the thought of what lay before
them, but, on the contrary, refigning themfelves into the hands
of Hir:n whom they firmly believed able to carry all his purpofes into
effect. The _hymn, "Jefus, at thy command-we launch into the
" deep," &c. was fung by upwards of an hundred voices, producing
a pleafing and folemn fenfa!ion. The failors in the fhi ps we paffed
heard with filent aftonifhment, arid our friends, who lined the banks
of the river, waved their hands, and bid us a laft adieu.
:z
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The fpirit which animated the brethren for this undertaking ':ill
be befi felt by a fhort extract or two from their journals, all which
fpeak the fame ·language.
One fays, " When taking a profpecl:ive view of the ?reat w?rk
" before us, my foul was confirained to cry out, Who 1s fufficient ·
" for thefe things? But I was enabled to derive comfort and en" couragement from the confidence, that He who holdeth the winds
" in his fifi, and the waters in the hollow of his hand, can pre" ferve from every evil. To his providential care I was enabled to
'' furrender- myfelf; determined, through his Divine affi~ance, to
" be devoted to the work of preaching: the gofpel of Chnft to the
" poor benighted inhabitants of the iflands of our defiination."
Another writes, " I felt deeply when leaving my native country
" and dear friends, whom I loved as my life; but loving the Giver
" of life, I truft, more than all, I went with tears of joy."
At Woolwich a vafi concourfe of people had collelted on the fhore
to falute us ~s we paffed. The breeze fref11ening, we arrived at
Gravefend before noon, and employed the remainder of the day in
clearing the decks, which were in a very lumbered condition, ~rom
the eagernefs of a multitude of kind individuals from the neighbouring towns, wHo, wiihing to contribute to the comfort of the
miffionaries, came on board, bringing various arti~les of refrefhment,
and entreating they might be received, till every part of the !hip was
crowded to a very great degree. The mi:ffionaries' chefis and hammocks were alfo to be arranged and flung, to prepare for palling the
firft night of their novel fituation betwe~n the decks with as little
inconvenience as poffible. The Rev. Dr. Haweis, the Rev. Mr.Wilks,
and the Rev. Mr. Brookibank, directors of the fociety, had come on
board at Blackwall ; · the two iatter defigning to go down. the Channel with their brethren to Portfmouth, and the former to reinairi
with them till they fhould · ieave England. Captain Wilfon, Mr.
Hardcaflle, and Mi:. F~n.n, came on 'board from Londoi;i, and fet- tled with the crew for their river pay and their bounty. The articles
C
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Commander.
Willfam Wilfon,
Chief officer.
Thqmas G,odf~II,
&e~ortq ditto.
James Falconer,
Third di~to.
:r'homas Rpbfon,
Gun.ntr.
- - Stanton, '
G~rp,entq.
John Micklewright,
Stewg.r¢.
John Orange,
~ailma-ker.
Benjaw.in Bond:
,Coo}<.
Rob.ert Lawfon,
S~eaman.
Willi~rn Wells',
Djtto . .
I
Mark ¥ ates,
..
Pitto.
.I
F,ranci§·:Q~dfgn,
sf Djttq;
James Wilfon,
0rqinary feaµi~n.
Ja~es L1.1ca~,
Ditto.
John Wells,
D.ittq.
Robert Green,
Ditto.
John St~phens,
P,itto.
Benjamin Bar,.
Ditt9.
W jlliam Tii~ker,
P ittQ.
Samuel .Templeman,
· :Pitt_<>.
William Brown,
i\.pP-rentice.
Samuel }-Iurft,
Boy.

11th. A frefh· gale fpringing llp from the S. E. we juftly appre~
bended the Eaft-India fleet would fail ; but qS they are often by
various caufes detained, we ftjll refolyed to pl!fu on with all poffible
@xpedition, and after a day of great activity in. fe~tling an matters, a~
conyeniently as the time would afford, for our proceeding to f.ea, at
feven in the evening we weighed anch~r, and turned down into the
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lower Hope. Mr. Henry tox now t?'dk an affell:!drla~e- l~ve, and
left us to purfue our voyage. To this g~n~l~man s ~?1ht~ and
wearied diligence we mu~ evet ackno'\>Vle~ge ourfel~es 1~~e~~ed~, b?t~
in forwarding our departure, by removing many gteat d1fficult,1es,
and py his care to provide all thing~ cotnfdrtab1e for tlrofe tvhd had
-to perform fo long a voyage.
_ . ,.
,
., .
. . ·. , .
12th. At eight,A.M. \.Ve weighed from the Hope Point wit~ a
fr.e!h gale at E. S. E. In ply;ing dowl1 we were met by fo~e ~md
£1:iehcls fflird Sheernefs; bringing vvit_H tHetn thtee fhJe~, one ho~;
·anU fome fb-U-1~ for :fei ftdflt: kt twb P. N-1. tlhth'otect dn· Lfi~h flat ~
at nih'e got tinder {:veigh~ ~n·d at lnidliigHt ·d1rr?t to_f li~t~e B~l?~ t~e
Nore. This day the dire_cl:oi-§ 'oH q8ird, ·thi k i\}. ,Dr. ~iwers;
Mr. Wilks, and Mr. Brbokfui r1k, affeinbled the ~ifficmarics, and
directed them to Heel: by Ballot four perfons, to"conhitute :3- committee,
ab-reeaBly to the printed iriftrucl:ions of the boay df directors. They
r:turned, as tne refult of their proceedings, the following !}a'.mes,
{,iz. Rev. Jam.es Cb'ver' J ohri Eyre, john J eflhtob, arid 1:h.dmas
Letvis, vH1d ~ ere tohfeqtielidy' admitted to that dffite· by the
J · . .a .I
u1teuors.
.
.
Mr. Wtltoh, .is chief mate, being confidered as prefident ~n, the
abieM:e of Captain Wiltoh, wko Was to joiri us at Pbrtfn'lotith, the
committee prbc~~aea t8 eftablifli h{~ followihg teghlati:<5rrs, viz . . ·
RHolve'd, That tHe Re{r. Joh.ii j{fFeffdn ilib(rld f1~ cdnfideretl as the
miffionaries' fecretary; aria WllHath Smith ins affiihmL
· . . ·
Refolved; That the R.ev: tHomas Lew'is ilic5tlld take upon hirri the
office of librarian, ancl Wiiiiam Smith be his affiftaht.
R efolved, That JbhH A. Gilll:iahi, furgebh, iliduici be retponfiblefor
the rhetlical boo'ks and infi:rumehts; But every fniJiionary day eqtr~lly
claim to reaa. thern ultl'cler the libfclry regulilions.
: Refolved, That John Harris fh~ ulci talz~ upon iiirh the offite bf
triiffionaries' Reward, ~nd dilf;il3tite tl1e provifidns, as fleli{rered tti hirrl
by the ihip's fteward, to the different meffes-.
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Refolved, That each mefs .fha:11 receive the articles and quantities
as under:
Tea, one po~nd per month each mefs for the men, 01:e pound and
a quarter for the women.
Sugar, two pounds per week each mefs.
Butter, one pound and a half per week each mefs.
Cheefe, four pou!lds per week each ~efs.
13th. Wind N.E. a light breeze. At .fou·r ·A.M. weigh.ed, and
ran through the Five Fathom channel. Pa:ffing through the Downs
we received the unpleafant information that the fleet had failed from
St. Helen's. At one P. M. we rounded the South Foreland, and
' during th~ reft of the day had little wind.
14tli. Calms and breeze~ from the weftward alternately, fo that
we mad~ but little way. It b~ing fabbath-day, the Rev. Dr. Haweis
preaehed in the morning, the Rev. Mr. Brookibank in the afternoon,
and the Rev. Mr. Wilks in the evening, on 1the quarter-deck.
15th. Calm until fix in the evening, when a breeze fprung up
at N.E. Beachy Head bearing N.W. byW. About nine P.M.
one of his Majefiy's !loops of war hail~d and informed us that a
French lugger was cruifing fomewhere near; bid us keep a good look..'
out, and hoifi: a light if we difcovered her, whilft they ran in nearer
the ib.ore. Happily we efcaped ~11 attack of the enemy.
16th. At eight A. M. anchored at Spithead. The Eaft-lndia
fleet had failed .five days before our arrival. In paffing St. Helen's
a fquadron under the command of Admiral Gardner was juft putting
to fea, and in company with them we probably might have gone
fafe from the enemy; but in a matter fo important we could not hafi:ily
form tl.ie refolution: for, · uncertain how far they would go in our
track; if obliged to feparate from them too foon we .fhould run the
rifk of being captured; and ·not to hazard fo favourable a beginning,
was thought a fuffi.cient reafon for us to wait a better opportunity of
convoy.
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At Spithead we were vi-fited immediately ,by the Rev. Mr. Griffin,.
of Portfea, and other friends of the mi:ffion, who ihewed us all the
moil fraternal affetl:ion, and furniihed us during our ftay with the
moft generous fupplies. The Rev. Mr. Eyre, of Homerton, and
others from town, came alfo on board. Captain Wilfon arrived and
took the command.
. 17th. Mrs. Hudden being affetl:ed by the fea, as moft of us had
been at firft, fell into fuch a dejetl:ion of mind as engaged us to fend
her on fuore at her requeft: her hufband went with her, though
relutl:antly; a man of a meek and quiet fpirit,. and might have been,
a ufeful member of Ol;lr community ; but the diretl:ors thought it by
no means right to fepara~e man and wife.
Our anxious inquiries after the next convoy led us to the portadmiral; and Dr. Haweis, with Mr. William Wilfon, by his dire&on, went on board the Adamant, Captain Warre, who received us
with politenefs, and informed us he fhould fhortly fail with a convoy
for Liibon and Gibraltar, and would r~adily take us under his protetl:ion. With this t~e directors were acquainted, and ordered us to
wait the opportunity.
But the delay began to weary our patience : we all longed for the
day of our departure; and though entertained with the moft cordial
welcome by the brethren at Portfmouth and Gofport, we waited the
fignal fr~m the Adamant with eager c;lenre.
Yet the ftay was not unprofitable; the fame gracious Hand which
concluded us thither gave· us caufe to acknowledge his lovingkindnefs; fome good, we hope, refulted from the preaching of
many of the diretl:ors and other brethren who vifited the iliip, and
from the mi:ffionaries at Portfea, Gofport, and its vicinity.. A fpace
w~s given to thofe who, if they had felt any change of mind, might
have departed from the work"; but all became more confirmed and
united.
An ingeniou~ clergyman of Portfmouth kindly furnifhed Dr.
Hawei-s and Mr. Grcatheed with a manufcript vocabulary of the
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O'ta-fieitean lang1;age;'ahd ~-n ~ccoiuH, bf the cotiiitry, which provi4
dehtitlllf he Fta:d p'reffi'rvea frbffi .flie dfutineeis w-ho were feized by

t!ie' Partdonr; a~q bi-&ugHt td Poi-t1mouth for their triai, wHich was
df u1:fpetrkiHll fefvice ~a. th~ !fliill.onaries, lioth for the help which
il iftorcleH 'tnertt o Ibfrfi bbfore their arrival much of this unknown
tongue, an1 alfo as gjving the moil: inviting and encouraging de~
fHiptibn of tlfe riati~es; and the"cofffial reception which- they might
expea:.
•.
.
.
1-Ihe alfd were depoflted in peace tHe re,Haih_s of Mr: €over's little
Boy; who, in Hie Iaft Hage of a coii.fumptforl, ea'.rnefily wiified to
accompany his parehts; tho'ngli it was evi:derit td evefy inteliigeht
medical man that . he could have . but a few days fd live; aftd ,vas
lia_ppily releafecl before tHeir d~paftufe . .
A multitude of _ffiefids _alfo had this dpportumty of tefrifjring tlieir
· rega'.tcl for the inifficlH, and forhHhetl \1/rth rrfanf ffii.11:g~ th~ff: in
Otlr hafte to aepa'.r.t, · hid fr~eh 1 fJfgotten, df, l:hrrii1g oar ftay ·here,
oeen th'.oug?t &f, f3r the tomtort of t~ ioyage. ., 1 · ·
The miffioharld, tldt1Hg tHi's deliy, lrlttl; aEcbtdidg to the reguld-=
tions ~fiablifhed, conftant!y exercifed themfelves dn. H&aid ii{ ro_ta:.
tiorl, in prea~hing, prayef, ana pr&if€, whic1i many attended; tHey
em'p'loyed theHrf~l~es in ffa8ing ahcl writihg; Hpeciaily refpecl:ing
the objects of their million; arttl in 6tie of their affeml:llies agreed
to tr~nfmit to the body of tlre director's the following addi-efs:

~f

" BRETHREN,
E' the miffionaries, whom yoii, Hf1der the iiiR~nces of our
COI?mdn Saviour~ Lord, and _!Jah:er, jef-ds Chriil:;, Hie drr1y begotten Son of the eternai Je'hdvaR, :Wave H'een irlfirumehtai in
bringing toget~er, uhi:ting ifl .prle , BoHy, alid ev;ry way fi.rr.!
nifliing wiili all temporal rl'edeff'ar1es fdf tffe afdub\is tmtlertak:ing
we have in hancl,. cannot bid adieu to our native <;ountry, ind
tlectf breiHierl in Clirifi, without laying hetofe 1:-fte directors
of the fociety (with th'e ci~fire the fatlie tnay ~ cbffinhmi.cated to
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" all wh9m it ~ay ··ce:i~er~) ou_r vj,ews and fe:lings upon 01:r pre·" .fent fituation and future profpects.
•~ 'g a~i~g, !lir~~gh g~~i::er ~)V~r.come th~ difagreeabl~nef~ wl1ich
'' we at £irfl: e:icp~rienc~d on ?ll! emb~rkation, arifo:~g from ou~ little
" acquaintance with each oth~r, ~h~nge in our habitation, al).d manner
" of .living, w~ fi~fl our minds corppofed ~!ld rdign~d, and our
" hfarts more clcfely t~nite~ t? ~3:ch 9t~er in th~ ~onds of love. .
'' A!l Jo~~ip,g for~arµ fo th_e !~I1gth of our voyage, and dehbe'' rating on all the d~pg~f~ ~I!d d~ffi.c4ltie~ YI ~ich tho[e who tr~')erfe·
" the q9,{9m of th,e miglHY <leep ~ry 5!Xpp(ed to, a~4 f~equ.ently meet
" ,':Vith,. 'Ye are by 11q we~\}S d~fcpµ;age~ ; JJµt ~~ cµeerfully giv.e
'~ · oµrfe!y~s ) unt§> :t{im, whP. !)._q!dft_p. the; ~i1lqs 11): \ijs
and
·'' Jh~ wat~r? ip. the 4pl10¥( of hj~ ha~d·~ .
'' .WJ-ien ·yve extend 01-1r vi~)'Y ~~refs ~l}e gr~!1t ifl~p~\C Ofe~q, and
" contemplat~ t~i !llOr~ extfnfive ~q~1thyrn fea; when, in our ima" gim;tipn, :~ye cppceive ~~4.rfelve~ landed ori our def.tined i:flands,
" furrounded by multitudes of the inhabit~_r:ts, ~am:filY inqui~ing,.
" ' Frein whence do you come? and what is _-your errand?' we·
~· ,arf'fer, ' frOPJ- a qifta~t fhqre: fh~ §irn~s 9f
ap.d ~~}pall'
" ~in~~ tepch~~ ~ith P?WP.5'-fi1<p t! };9~f H9PJPf,Y. 4~te, ~~ {~_;
'~ pfff~ntt~ ~y &Uf .fi0 l1IW"Y!!lrP: ,r1lq, fBf[I)er~y, ~~~e v.i(~sd Y~~ ;
'' J.ll9Y<~fl PY J!1e Spi~it ?f Ol:f go~? 'fr 12rive fstfelH:n ,rel~!fY,fS ftp.f
... friend~, b,rayert !l::orIAs 1n1 tED?Hrit~! so t~ach,. Y.Ol-1 rhe IfnP,vJ;!' ledge qf Jefus, w.h~rn to kno}V i~ . et'1.rn~l life.' Though S4t~p!' . ~nq all thf !}~ft of ~e~ 1-ho~l~ be ~upg wit~ in~ign_ation t111d re-•
-~• fe;J.tµifnt a~ 8l1f bo1dnefs in -~~e-L?;d, ard i 'r~ ~he hf~ftS Rf fh~ir
'' deltfded v~tari~~ with all the fllfY °:HA rp-~~9-e,fs ~?ifl~ bru!~l iggo_7
" raµce afl:d favfge crµelty are cJpabt~ of; tho~1gh ou! God, in.
" whofe p~me "':Ve g?-Ollf ~avi9t1r, by ~ ~?fe ric11 gra_.ce we a~r
"" redeer11ed, fho~:ld deliy~r ·us HB to th_ei1; r?'g~, e-~d' ite5~1 -~u~ qo~e~" to 9e affii4ed, yea, Ptrfec;utep Hrto· He,~tq;. ,yet, t5uilj~g jn~~~r
" f.a!t!'ifulnefs ,o f 91e Mo~ rfigh~ tl e · gpodRffs .?f RHf sa~e,
.., uprightnef~
i~~entigns, th~ "f~cyfnfy of ~mr ~ffii~?.n-(or;·
.
- . of o.ur
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" Chrifl: our head, and the elect of God, our hearts remain un'' daunted ; and being, by Divine mercy, enlifted under the banner
'' of the great Captain of Jalvation, we are defirous to be ' ac,_, · counted worthy to fu'ffer for 'his fake/ and to .endure hardihip
·... as becometh good foldiers of Chrifr.
" Such, honoured brethren, and f~thers in Chrifl:, are our prefent
" feelings; which we hope, through your united prayers, and the
.... fupply of the -Spirit of Jefus Chrift, our Lord and your Lord, our
'' God and·your God, we fhall never, never lofe.
' " To you, and all who have contributed towards our going forth,
· •" JNe render unfeigned thanks; and our prayers are, that the Moft
" High God may gra_nt you occafion to rejoice in Jefus· Chrift on
" our behalf; to whofe grace we humbly and heartily commend
.s.i you, mofl: refpectfully and affectionately bidding you-Farewell!
" By order of the miffionaries,
" J ~ H N J E F FE Rs o N, Secretary.
"' On board the Du'Ff, at Spithead,
" the 29th of Augufr 1796."

After waiting with fome impatience for our departure, the
convoy having been detain~d by delays unknown to us, and,
when a!fembled, by contrary winds, at laft the welcome ilgnal
was made September 10th: at nine A. M. the commodore and
fleet began to weigh, and by ten were all under fail; we alone were
frill at anchor, detained by one of our mi:ffionaries. Early in the
morning a boat had been difpatched on fhore for the time-keeper, and
to bring off Mr. John Harris, the abfent perfon; but after waiting
a confiderable time in vain, the officer was obliged to return without
him. We then immediately proceeded after the fleet, which yv-as
fl:eering for the Needles; but by the time we had reached Cowes
the fine S. E. gale failed us, and veering to the weftward, the fignal
was made to !eturn; when we came to in our former :fituation,
Monkton fort bearing N. by E. Mr. Harris now came on board;
he had been on a vi.fit to Southampton, and having heard the fleet
4
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were failing, hired a boat ~nd followed us; but it is probable, had
the breeze continued, that he would have been left behind.
We had now anchored, as it proved, for thirteen days more; in
which time, and during the whole of our detention, we received
the moil: obliging and unremitting kindne!fes from the inhabitants
of Portfea, Gofport, Southampton, and other places; nor were
we neglected by our friends in London, many of whom came
purpofely to vi:fit us, and thought themfelves amply repaid by witneffing the univerfal harmony which prevailed in the fhip: for,
though the miffionaries were moftly !hangers to each other, their
behaviour was fuch as gave reafon to hope they would enjoy that
peace and cordial good-will among themfelves, fo e!fentially nece!fary
to promote fuccefs in the great work in which they ,were jointly
engaged. At laft the wifhed-for hour of departure arrived ; the
fignal was made by the Adamant to drop down to St. Helen 1s. Nothing could exceed the beauty of the fcene; the day was remark...
ably fine ; the convoy moving on different tacks with their canvafs
fpread, and pa!fmg the various ihips of war at anchor in the harbour. This being a ftate holiday, the forts and men of war began
.their ufual falutes whilft the convoy was under fail, which tended
_greatly to heighten the grandeur of the fcene. On the turn of the
tide ~hey all caft anchor, and waited for their final departure in the
mornmg.
The Rev.Dr. Haweis had heen dailr on board, had often preached
.to us, and lately celebrated a fweet and ble!fed communion with the
miffiona·ries and mariners; he npw took his forrowful, though joyful
leave of us, with an addrefs from Hebrews, iii. 1.: his heart ap,..
peared to be full, yea overflowing with love ; while we parted with .
many tears, probably to meet no more till we 1hould be re.-affembled
.aro.t)nd the throne _o f .God and of the Lamb_.

...-
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OCTOBER,]

III.

Voyage from Portfmouth to St. Jago, and Occurrences there.

WE now took our :final departure from. Portfmouth, and launched
forth on the great deep. The fignal for failing being given, the
miffionaries came on deck, and every countenance feemed elated with
joy at the thought of foon being employed in the great work.
At :five A. M. the commodore and .the fleet, confifl:ing of :fiftyfeven fail of tranfports and Portugal traders, were under way, the
Fly :fioop of war bringing up the rear. At noon. we were all in a
fair way without the Ifie of Wight,; wind eafterly; thermometer 57,
the air cold.
25th. Proceeding with a :fine gale, by eight o~clock on Sunday
morning we were off Falmouth,' when the commodore made the
fignal for the fleet to lie by. A bo<:!,t from St. Maw's coming alongiide, we difpatched letters to our friends of our fafety and health.
About noon a frigate came out of the harbour ai:i.d joined us; the
Fly :fioop at the 'fame time hauled her wind to the eaftward: the
commodore then made fail, and at fix P. M. 'the Land's End bore
north, diftant five leagues. This was the laft fight of Old England
that many on board were ever to have, and they, no doubt, felt much
on the occa:fion, though fenfible it was not for thofe who had parted
with country and friends, and taken up the crofs~ to look behind:
indeed, every man feemed fully fatisfied with his deftination.
26th. Freih gales from the N. E .. quarter, accompanied with rain,
and a large eafterly fwell, which caufing the :!hip to roll, n:,ofr of the
brethren experienced the fea-ficknefs feverely; but. rem~~ned, n~t..
withfianding, un:!haken in their de.fire to go on, bearmg with Chnf.
!
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tian fortitude what they knew to be the general attendant on all new
travellers by fea. At noon we fell in with an Englifh frigate and a
two-decker cruifing, one of which fpoke our commodore. In cro:ffing
the Bay of Bifcay we had favourable winds, and being with the
fleet, it afforded us an opportunity of feeing, by comparifon with
the convoy, how fine a {hip we had got to perform our long voyage;
for while others were crowding all fail, we could go a-head under
our topfails, the men of war carrying the fame fail. This encouraged a hope alfo, that in cafe of being chafed by an enemy,
there might be a probability of effecting our efcape by means of
failing.
On the 29th our fea-fick miffionaries who were r~overing, devoted
part of the day to learning the Otaheitean language and other ufeful
fiudies. A hawk, this day, refted on our rigging, and was caught: a
miffionary remarked, " So might my poor foul, wandering from
'' its true home, be loft, if not gracioufly prevented by Divine
" mercy."
On the 30th, being in latitnde 44° so' N. long. I 1° Ii W.
the commodore made the fignal for the headmoft :!hips to lie by; the
wind at the time blowing fair for us, the captain thought we might
venture to make the beft of our way, efpecially as the greateft danger
was now over, and we could go but little farther without deviating
widely from our courfe: hoifting our enfign, therefore, to :Ggnify
our intention, we were anfwered by the commodore, and making
all fail, were followed by a South-Sea whaler and two other veffels.
The fleet foon difappeared, and the miffionaries held a particular
meeting of prayer ' and thankfgiving: praifing God for pafr mercies,
and confidering themfelves now deprived of human protection, they
gave themfelves up into the hands of the Lord, and committed themielves to his keeping and care, who hath promifed, " when ye pafs
cc through the waters I will be with you.,,
October I fr. The wind continued at N. E. and we failed before
ibwith a pleafant breeze, about fix knots an hour.-How gracious is
D 2.
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God iri favouring us with fuch wind and weather ! we want nothing
but
gratitude and love.
2d.. This being the Lord's day, Mr. Jefferfon preached in the
morning, and w ith his othe~ brethren adminiftered the communion
to the captain, mi:ffionaries, and feamen. Surrounded now only with
fea and' fky, we feemed to have taken our departure from the abodes;
of th~ living, to be nearer the prefence of our heavenly Father; and
drinking out of the ever-flowing fprings of his love, fpent the day
ih prayer and praife.
3d. The mi:ffionaries in turn keRt up the evening and morning
devotions, and through the day employed themfelves in ftudy, o;thofe o~cupations they could purfue. The women and children bore
the voyage amazingiy ~ell; · except a little fea-ficknefs, all was perfectly pleafing, and not a compl~int to be heard. We faw a large
fhip, and took care to pafs to windward of her, left fhe fhould
prove an enemy; but the difplay of the American flag freed us from
that apprehenfion.
On the 6th a beautiful fun-rifing: we faw th<;: ifland of Mad'ei:ra,
which fhows high, and may be feen in clear weather when diftant
feventeen or eighteen leagues. This ifland, lying in the neighbourhood of. Europe,. and famous all over the world for its wines, is
largely defcribed by different authors; therefore, had we even opportunity of making - obfervations of our o~n, to infert them here
would be unnece:!fary.
Mr. Cover and Mrs. Eyre were ftill affected with fea-ficknefs; all
the reft Wyre
perfect health. Vve pa:!fed Madei.rn~ intending to
touch at S.t. Jago, the principal of the Cape de.Verd i:fiands, 'there ta,
replenifh our water, and procure what :i;efre:ilimerits the place could
fpeedily fupply.
.
The night of the 6th and the following day we had unfettle_d,.
fqually weather, the wind veeFing from N,E. to S.E. and frequent;
heavy fhowers of rain, with which we filled fome of our watercaiks. On the 8th we came in .fight of Palma,. one of the Cana!y,-

more
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iflands. On the 10th, in lat. 23° N. we faw a ftrange fail in the
S. E. quarter; fhe fired a gun to ·leeward, to fi.gnify fhe was a friend;
we did the fame : but as we drew nearer to her they took the alarm,
and crowding what fail they c9uld, fteered from us. Diftance run
this lafi: twenty-four hours one hundred and eighty-five miles.I 1th, cro:!fed the tropic of Cancer, and had feveral flying-fifh about
us; thefe were a novel fight to many on board, and excited much
furprife and admiration.
12th. This day had been previoufly appoint~d for folemn humiliation and fafting, begging God to prepare us for our work, and forg ive whatever his pure eyes had beheld amifs among us. Mr.
Lewis preached in the morning, Mr. Eyre in the evening; the whole
day was fpent in devotion by the mi:ffionaries, and proved a feafon of
mercy and refreiliing from the prefence of the Lord. Proceeding faft_
to the fouthward, on the 13th, about nine A. M. we faw Sal, which
is the northernmofi: of the Cape de Verd i:fies; it has a fun-burnt
appearance, infomuch that, as we fai~ed along to the eafiward, about
tliree miles off fhore, there was not. a tree or green fpot to be feen.
At four P. M. Bona Vifta came in fight; it is hilly, and might be
feen feven or eight l~gues off, but for a thin white haze which is
common to all thefe iflands, and has the effe_c t, that when you think
the weather clear, you cannot fee the land _till within two or three
le~gues .o f it. This ifland has a good harbour on its weft fide, where,.
as we failed along, w~ faw fome ve:!fels at anchor. At eight in the
evening we took a departure from the S.W. end of Bona Vifta, bearing at that time E. S. E. fix miles: then, after running S. S.W. ½W .
thirty-five miles, juft as the day dawned we faw the ifle of Mayo,
and right a-head, diftant a mile or two, the dangerous rocks which
lie off its north end.
14th. The fea broke upon them with great violence; had we kept
nmning on, we fhould juft have hit them; 'but a courfe S. by W. f W.
from the weft fide of Bona Vifta, will take a fhip near to the eafr
.fide of Mayo, and lead clear of this lafi: danger. Twe. !hips, one.
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brig, and a fchooner, were· lying-in Mayo road, probably for cargoes
of falt, abundance of whi'cH is yearly ihipped from thefe i!lands.
With pleafant weather, aH fails fot, and a fine fair wind, by eleven
A.M. we loft fight of Mayo, owing to the before-mentioned hazy
atmofphere, for we were at no great di.france from it; at the fame
time We could difcem St. Jago off the deck. At one P. M. pa:lfcd
the S. E. point, and half an hour after tacked clofe to Green ifiand;
then made two ihort tacks, and came to with the fmall bower in
eight fathoms, the 'fouth end of Green -iiland bearing W. S.W. ½W.
and the peaked mountain open about two fails breadth to the caftward
of the flag-fl-aff an the fort.
Thus have we fafely i:eachea the firft port for refrefhment, after a
voyage perfectly pleafant, and jutl: three weeks fince we left St. He..
Jen's. The L9r~ has ihewn us great favour indeed; the wind hath
been fo fair, and the weather fo good, that divine fervice hath been
regularly and daily C0IJ.ducl:ed without the leaft intern1ption.-How
great are his mercies I Such poor frefu-water failors as we were, needed
thefe gracjous commenGements-, to prepare us for the va:fr fpace which
yet remained.
As foon as the fiiils were furled the captain fent the :fidl: mate with
his refpecl:s to ·the governor, to 'rnqueft leave of him to water and
purchafe refreihments, which he very politely and readily granted.
The chief governor refides at St. Jago town inland, and the gentleman at Port Praya was his deputy. Refpecl:ing live frock, vegetables, &c. he faid that none Gould be purchafed this evening; but
as the news wnuld quickly fpread that a ihip had arrived in the
por~, to-morrow early the natives would refort within the walls of
the fort, where the market is ufually held ; and as each brings a part
of what he poffeffes; there is generally collected whatever the ifland
affords. This being the cafo, we could only go on with our watering, which is here att'ended with much trouble, having to roll the
caiks a quarter of a mile over a, hot fofr fond, and take them off
through a heavy furf: befides, the water, after it.is got, is brackifh.,
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That for the ufe of the fort is brought on affes or camels from a
difiance of three or four miles.
'Jihe deputy-governor had long laboured under a dangerous com...
plaint, and though for fome time paft in a way of recovering, yet
for want of advice and meditines was apprehenfive of a relapfe.
Dr. Gillham being on fhore, the cafe was made known, and his opinion and advice agreeing with what had been told the governor before
by a furgeon of an India.man, gained confidence, and the doctor's
fervices were gladly accepted, who prefcribed for the governor and
hi~ lady, who was alfo indifpofed·; and hevifited fome poor fick na..
lives. Their difeafes he chiefly found to be intermittents, difeafes
of the liver, and anafarca. He reports the place as very unhealthy,
yet·was informed of a perfon one hundred and ten years old.
_ 15th. At daylight the pinnace was detached for another turn of
water, fome of the ~iffionaries voluntarily lending their affifi-ance.
On her return the fhip's fteward was font to·~ade for live frock, &c.;
a few of the miffionaries a~companied _him to,procure what things they
wanted for 1:heir own ufe : old ,clothes they f9tmd to be a ftaple article: hpwever, we were in a meafore difa.ppointed, fort.he market
Was not as well furni:lhed as we expected owino- as the fort alleged
r
1
'
P'
'
to but few of the country peop1e b'elng ·yet apprifed of 'Our ar.r-ival ;
therefore all we got for the cabin was, one turkey, :five fowls, fivepigs, a quantity of oranges, and a quarter of a caik of Madeira
wine •for the ufe of the miffionaries, which we procured from the
captain of an Amer_ican brig that lay in the 'port. While we were
on :lhore the governor ~tr~ated 1.~s with the greateft refpeel: and kindnefs, and had Dr. Grnham, rp.yfelf1 and two of the brethren, to dine
with him. In return for his civility, Captain Wilfon fent him a
cheefe and fome tea and fugar, articles which ~e flood in need of, the
regular fupplies from Lifbon hav~ng not arrived, though paft the
ufual time. Our water being _completed, at five P. M. a gun ·was
nred from the ihip, a ngnal for t'hofe·who were on :lhore to repair
on board; hoifted the boats in, got1.mtler way, an'.d by feven o'clock

..
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· were clear of the harbour : thermometer 77°, very fultry. St.Jago is
the mofr fruitful and the befr inha~ited of all the Cape de Verd
iflands, notwith:franding it is very mountainous, and ha,s in it a great
_deal of barren land. The principal town is named '1-fter the ifland,
~d is fituated in I 5° N. lat. ; i,t frands againfr the .fide of two
mountains, between which there is. a deep valley two hundred yards
wide, that runs within a f mall fpace of the fea. In that part of the
valley next the fea is a !haggling fl:reet with houfes on each fide, and
a rivulet of water _in the bottom, emptying itfelf into a fine cove, or
fandy bay, where the fea is gene~ally very fmooth, fo that fhips ride
there with great fafety. A fmall fort is erected near the landingplace of this bay, where a guard is confiantly kept, and near i.t is a
battery mounted with a few fmall cannon 1 but incapable of refifting
an enemy.
,
Port Praya is a fmall bay, fituated about the middle of the fouth
fide of the iiland, in lat. 14° 53' N.Iong. 23° 30' W.; it may be known
by the fouthernmofr hill on the ifland lying inla~d in the direction
of wefr from the port; the hill is round an.d peaked at the .top. Green
ifland may alfo be _taken as a ~ark by which to know the harbour;
it lies on the weft fide of the bay, is not very high, and has freep
rocky fides.. From this iiland to the weft point of the bay lie funken
rocks, upon which the fea continually breaks: the two points which
form the entrance lie in the di reel.ion of W. S. W. and E. N. E. half
a league frorrf each other. It is ufual (or Eaft-Indiamen, Guinea
traders, and others bound to the fouthward, to touch here for refrefhmen,ts ~ '·' Bullocks," fays· Captain Cook, " muft be pur" chafed with ll¼cmey; the price is twelve Spa~ifh dollars a-head,
" weighing between two hundred and fifty and three hundred pounds.
., , Other articles may be got from the natives in exchange for old
'' ~lothes, ~c.; but the fale of bullocks is granted to a company of
" merchants as their peculiar privilege, and they conHantly keep an
'' agent rdiding on the fpot." This may in general be true, but we
~ould find neither merc~ants nor agents, confequently got no bt1l..
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locks; however, had our fray been longer, it is probable fome of
them would have c:ome to the fort.
Though our fray was very fhort, our brethren on fhore were not
inattentive to their :firfr object; we fhall juft mention, in the :fimplicity of the language of the reporter, what paffed on one occafion:
" I was meditating on the great goodnefs of God to me an un..
" worthy creature, and that ' whofoever is afraid or afhamed of his
" word before men, of him will the Son of Man be afhamed,' when
" I met a native black man, who invited me to his houfe. My
" mind was greatly impreffed with the ignorance and fuperfrition I
'' faw; fo I went with him, and found him very friendly: he
" fpoke the Englifh language fufficiently to be underfrood; I in,, quired what religion he was of; he told me he was a Roman Ca..
'' tholic. After fpeaking a little of their mode and manner of woru fhip, I told him freely I feared he Was wrong; that God could
" not be worfhipped through the ·medium of images, pointing out
" the feveral paffages of God's word which forbad fuch worfhip;
•' and, bleffed be God, he appeared very much to giv:e way to what
•' I ~a~d to him ; and I hope the Lord will convince him by his
" Spmt. Before parting from him; I de:fired him to read over all
" thr paffitges· I had pointed out to him, for he had an old Bible,
'' and could read a little : I begged him to compare the word of
" God with the fentiments he had been taught, and to pray to God
" without images fet before him, as they are an abomination to the
:'' Lord; and there can be but one true way of worfhipping him
" through Jefus Chrift, and him alone. Thus, after a few more
" words, we parted, and I ~ope the labour will not be in vain in
" the Lord."

E
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9th. '' This morning at fun-rifing I was upon deck,» fays W. P.
" and frruck ~ith the fcene prefented to my view. The fea was
" quite calm and ferene, the · iky was moft beautiful, and the fun
'' difcovering his di{k out of variegated clouds: I never before faw
" any thing fo delightful. At a diftance were fome water-fpouts
" extending from the clouds to the fea, which formed a moil: won" derful object : I thought of the beautiful words of the ·Pfalmift,
" ' They who go down to the fea in fhips, &c. they fee the works
'' of the Lord~ and his wonders in the deep'."
21ft. A heavy fquall came on when the mi:ffionaries were engaged between decks in evening prayer; and the !hip heeling on
a fudden, the lee fcuttle being open, the water ru:lhed in like a
torrent, and rather alarmed them. " I caught up," fays W. H." a
" gown of my wife's, the firfi: thing in the way, and held it in the
~' fcuttle... hole till the carpenter went over the :!hip's fide and clofed
" it tight. The fquall did not continue long, and we were enabkd
" to fing the praifes of our Lord with enlarged hearts."
22d. A _n umber of !harks were playing round the !hip; we
caught twVO, eacr about five feet long ; after being cut into pieces,
and the entrails taken out, the heads jumped about the deck for a con,.
fiderable time.
27th. The we_a ther became now very unfettled, the winds variable and fqually, attended with much thunder and lightning; here
we alfo felt the power of a vertical fun, and, apprehenfive of its
fickening effecl:s, put in practi~e thofe methods which eminent
voyagers have ufed fo fuccefsfully: we firfi wafhed between decks
quite clean, and when dry fumigated -w.ith tob<!-cco and fulphur: at
fix every morning the hammocks were brought upon deck; and thus
the berths, kept as clean as poilible, received the benefit of the fre:lh
air. From the I 8th to the 2..2.d ·of the month we failed through a
part of the fea which in the night exhibits a brilliant ,appear.a nce;
all round the !hip, in her wake., and where the fqup.lls ruffle the fur.
face, being grandly illuminated. Some affert this to be occafioned
I

CHAPTER

IV.

Run to Rio Janeiro.-Reception and Obfer·vatioJts.
8th. HAVING completed the purpofe of our landing at Port
Praya, and afreili taken our departure, at a little difiance off the
ifland a fine breeze fprang up, and continued from E.S.E. to E.N .E.
with hazy weather; then gradually declined to calms and light airs
alternately. Lat. 9° 3o' N. long. 23°. W. at one P. M. we fa~ a
fail to the wefiward, and by five o'clock in the evening, the variable
light winds . being moft favourable to her, :fhe had got within a
mile of us ; then hoifiing Englifh colours, fired a gun to bring us
to: we likewife fired ~nd fhewed our colours; and obferving that
.fhe had the· advantage of failing we bore down to fpeak with her;
but there being" hard!y any wind, it was dark ·before we came withia
hail: their gun-ports, fore and aft, were up, the between decks lighted,
and the crew al their quarters. This formidable appearance damped
the fpirits of our peaceable pa:ffengers, who were now in fufpenfe
whether they !hould go to France or Otaheite; for as fhe was much
our fuperior in force, we mufi inevitably have fallen into their hands
had they been enemies : but on hailing her our apprehenfio,ns vani!hed; her name was the Jack Park, of Liverpool, bound to Africa;
!he was a letter of marque, and out of twenty-two veffels :!he had
examined we only were Engli!h.
The obfervations of the miffionaries, on this occafion, are well
worth remarking : '' Many fears began to arife in our minds; but
'' thanks b~ to God, we were enabled to caft our care upon Him,
" and refign ourfelves to his bleffed will; knowing that whatever
" the Lord in his providence :lhould fend us, we truft !hall be for his
'' own glory-the Lord is better to us than all our fears,"
I

.\

E 2

"FIRST l\iHSSIONARY VOYAGE.
by animalcules which thus glow in the dark, their fhining parts
being turned upwards by the turbulence of the waters. On the 27th,
in lat. 3° N. and long. 28° W. we got the freili S. E. trade wind,
the falutary effects of which were gratefully received; for, fenfible
whence our bleffing comes, we had reafon to be thankful, that, after
the late weather, fo pernicious to E_uropean conftitutions, we were
all preferved in good health~
29th We faw a very remarkable fhoal of porpoifes; they rofe as
· if difciplined in a ftraight line extending aboµt half a mile, making
fo fudden a noife and ruffie in the fea, that at firfi fight we took them
to be breakers. About midnight we croffed the equator in long.
30° W.; the variation by five fets of azimuths 5° 25 1 W.
In thefe latitudes we naturally expected to meet calms and burning
funs, inftead of which we have a delightful br_eeze, which carries
us along about nine knots an hour; and the fun-beams being broken
by clouds and a haze, the_heat hath not exceeded what we have often
felt in England.-How great is· his mercy!
·
31ft. At fix A. M. faw the ifland of Fernando de Noronha,
bearing W.N.W. nine leagues; then run S. S.W. forty-two miles,
and obferved in lat. 4 ° 31' S. long. by account 32° 191 W. This
ifland, when it bore W. N.W. nine leagues, fhewed in detached
hills, the largeft of which had the appearance of a church fteeple.
" This ifland," fays Antonio de Ulloa, "hath two harbours, ca" pable of receiving fhips of the greateft burden; one is on the
u north fide, the other on the north-weft; the former is, in every
,., refpect, the principal, both for ihelter, capacity, and the good,, hefs of its bottom; but both are expofed to the north and weft;
c, but thefe, winds, particularly the north, are periodical, and of no
.
"
" Iong contmuance.
•
·
Novembenft. After palling this ifland the wind continued at S. E.
till in lat. 7° S. it became variable, fhifting. almoft every day from
about S.S. E. to E. and back by the eaftward to S. When there
was northing in the wind, the weather was moft unfettled and
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rainy; when in the fouthern quarter we had generally fair weather,
though fometimes the fouth-eafters were accompanied with a little
ram.
The porter being exhaufted, the captain propofed to iffue half a
pint of Madeira wine to the miffionaries, which was thankfully
accepted.
2d. Caught two Portuguefe men of war in a bucket; .they are
beautiful pink-coloured bladders in the fhape of a curious fhell, and
put out innumerable arms like worms about a foot long, which, on
being touched, fting like nettles. They rife to the furface, and feud
before t~e wind like little fhips.
4th. W e have to acknowledge the unfpeakable goodnefs f God
towards us; it is fix weeks this day fince we left St. Helen's, and
we are all in health, firength, and activity; and have enjoyed an
uninterrupted favourable wind ever fince we quitted our native fhore.
6th. Celebrated the communion on the ' quarter-deck, covered
with an a~ning to keep us from the fun-a very comfortable time
-enabled to rejoice in the Lord our firength and righteoufnefs: Oh,
may his kingdom fpread far and wide !
·
7th. Met this evening to fend up our united prayers with our
brethren in England, for a bleffing on this and all miffionary labours
throughout .the world: we began at half paft four, to correfpond
with our brethren at feven o'clock, fuch being the difference of time.
9th. In lat. 18° 391 S. long. 37° 461 W. we founded on the outer
part of the Abrolhos banks in eighteen fathoms; and while we were
-r unning fixteen leagues on a S.W. courfe had irregular foundings,
viz. 18, :20, 22, 27, 38, 19, 17, 30, 25, coarfe fand with reddifh
ftones. At noon we obferved in lat. 19° 151 S.; our longitude by
lunar obfervation of fun and mo0n 38° 3o', by account 38° 21' W.
From noon, with irregular foundings of nearly the fame depth, we ran
S. S.W. fourteen leagues farther, and could then find no bottom with
fifty fathom of line: Here we reckoned ourfelves to be in lat. 19°541 S.
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iong. 38° 4o' W. and dear to the fouthward of the Abrplhos banks
faw Efpirito Santo. We then ran S. by W. ¾W. fifty-one miles,
and obferved in -:zo0 41 1. S. long. 39° W.; afterwards running fourteen hours upon a courfe, made good. S.W. ¼_ W. one hundred and
four miles, we founded in fifteen fathoms, upon a bank ( as we fup_pofe) which lies off Cape Thome.
11th. At eight A. M. we faw the fcattered iflands which lie to
the northward of Cape -Frio. The weather being hazy we ha_d no
obfei"vation. At half paft two Cape Frio bore N. ½W. five miles.
It now fet in to·rain very hard, ·with briik gales from the N. E.; in
confequence of which we put the ihip under a fnug f?,il, intending
to fpend the night betwixt the Cape and the entrance of Rio de Janeiro; franding in ihore to . thirty fathpms, •ap.d off to forty-eigµt ;
a fandy bottom. 12th. At daylight we. made fail and ran for the
ha.rbour; but the breeze failing, and the tide againft us, it was one
· o'clock in the afternoon 15efore we reached the entrance. When
nearly there, a pilot-boat came along:fide, in which was the head harbour-mafl:er, wh; took charge of the ~ip. In running . in we gave
the fort of ,Sa~ta Cruz a berth of half a cable's length; keeping
the Ifie de C0bras, wh~ch is ftrongly fortified, about two points
:µpon the larboard bow, till the Benedictine monafrery, ·w-hich is
large and :white-, appeared clear of its nwth fide-; then hauling up
towards the ,fhipping, we came to with our fmall bower in feven fa- .
thoi;ns watei:, and ,moored with a-kedge to .the northwar~, the .monafrery bearing S.W. bf S. and .I{le ;<le Enchados N. by w.. As
foon as we .had ,ancl19red, a guard-boat, with the proper officers,
came .alongfide, ~n order to prevent fmuggling, and watch that no
per.fan went from the ihip un.accompanied by a foldier'. It is re:marked, that ~he governm¼nt in this colony acts towards frrangers
with the mo~ jealous caution; the captain, obliged t9 land when
we firfr entered 1the port, was attended with a military officer from
.f:9rt :S4nta Cniz.•· J'his evening fetting in with heavy rain, thµnde r.,
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and lightning, we ran our eleclric conduclors to the mafr-heads, a
precaution neceffary when within the tropics.
13th. Being now fafely moored, after a paffage of five thoufand
miles, through the mo.fr malignant climates, it is proper to paufe,
while· we with grateful hearts adore the goodnefs of God, whofe.
watchful providence has been confpicuoufly difplayed in our favour;
preferving. us in health_, -and guiding us in fafety to a port where
we can procure whatever ·refreihments we want for the comfort of
the refr of our paffage. Befides thefe motives, an additional caufe
for thankfulnefs is, that the hearts of the miffionaries feem as much
as ever devoted to the Redeemer's fervice, and their minds as ardently
intent as ever to promote his glory.
This day being the fabbath, the incumbent duties were obferved
jn the fame Illanner as at fea ; the officer of the guard-boat attended,.
conducling _himfelf with much propriety, and at the clofe of the wora.
:!liip expre:ffed his approbation. His curiofity, however, was much excited, and he feemed quite at a lofs to know what kind of people we
were; but either through modefry ,or a fear of offending ~declined making.
any inquiries: afterwards, when more familiar, he faid that he never
before faw people· behave fo peaceably and foberly; o~ the fir.fr day
after their arrival; the r~verfe) [wearing, noife, and drunkenm:fs~
being generally the practice.
14th. Since the captain· was on ihore on our firfr arrival, n0 indiv1dual was allowed · to go from the !hip till a further examina1:ion
by the fuperior .officers, whofe vifit we were obliged patiently to
wait; and as the time of their coming was uncertain, we employed
th~ day on the neceffary duty of the fhip till about four in the afternoon, when there came, iri the mafrer-attendant's boat, fome military officers, the chief jufrice, a phyfician, the captain of a ihip,
and an interpreter ... Their bu:finefs feemed to be trifling, repeating
only the que!lions which had been put to the captain at the firfr :
h9wever, though their . fcrivener was .prefent, what they had now
done was nqt fufficient;. the captain, myfelf, and the fecond officer:,
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were ordered to attend at the viceroy's palace, there to anfwer to the
fame firing of interrogations, viz. Whence we came? whither
~ou11:d? the nature of our·voyage ? and what political news we had
to communicate? When the whole was noted, duplicates written,
and figned by us, we were informed that the papers would ·be fent
to Lifbon, and that fuch fcrutinies were th.e common practice of the
colony.
·
This ceremony being over, we had leave to go on fhore when
we pleafed, themfelves taking care always to put a foldier in the boat
before fhe put from alongfide ; and as foon as we landed, another
picked us up and followed us through the town, abiding clofe by us
-till we retu~ned again to the boat. F rom Monday till Saturday ~e
were employed refitting our rigging, watering our :fhip, and procuring l_ive frock, wine, &c. for fea ftore; feveral fort.s of feeds and
plants were alf<? got on board, f~ch as it '\yas fuppofcd might flouriih
:and be ufeful at Otaheite.
On Saturday the 19th, at four in the morning , we unmoored,
.and with the mafter-attendant on -board took the {hip neater to the
harbour)s mouth, that we might be in readinefs to embrace the :firft
leading breeze to fail.
About noon the fea wind fet in with a thick fog ; in the afternoon both boats were employed to bring from the fhore a variety of
thin.gs which were frill unavoidably there.
20th~ At feven in the morning we weighed with a light breeze in our
favour; but by the time we got abreafi of fort Santa Cruz it
changed againft us: however, we kept plying to windward, and
~fter we had made a few tacks, the mafter-attendant took his leave.
At three P.M. we paffed between Razor i1land and Round ifland,when
a freili breeze fpringing up~ we were very foon out of fight of land~·
The city of Rio de Janeiro is at prefent the capital of Brazil, and,
£.nee the difcovery of the diamond mines in its vicinity, has been
th~ refidence of the viceroy. It has for its defence cannon planted
11pon the tops of the eminences, which command its entrance;
4
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befides three or four regular forts ; but none of thefe, taken :fingly, can
be efieemed very ftrong, except Santa Cruz and Lozia, as they lie
confiderably diftant from each other: therefore, though guns may be
feen whatever way you turn your eyes, yet the place is not in reality
fo well fortified as it appears to be.
The inhabitants are a mixture of Portuguefe, mulattoes, and negroes,
and their number in the city and fuburbs cannot exceed two hundred
thoufand. The churches, monafteries, convents, the viceroy's palace, the
hofpital, and a few private houfes, have a good appearance. Thefir~ets
are narrow, but fhaight and regular. Their windows and the upper
part of their doors being latticed with rods laid acrofs each other, and
clofe !hut all day, a ftranger walking along, and feeing their women
and children peep tnrough thefe gratings, might fuppofe their dwellings fo many prifons~
The government is fo ftricl:ly cautious, that the inhabitants can have
no intercourfe whatever with ftrangers without leave firft obtained
from the viceroy : a letter of credit which Gaptain Wilfon had, addreffed to a refpecl:able merchant, afforded one inftance. On receipt
o~ the _letter he expreffed his readinefs to advance what fums the captam might have occafion for, and to affift him in any other way; but
before he could oblige him, he faid, he muft wait on the viceroy
w~th the letter.
capital appears to exceed all popifh places in the parade of
relig10n. At the corner of every fireet is a figure of our Saviour and
the Virgin Mary placed in a niche, or kind of cupboard, with a curtain and glafs window before it; in the night, candles are lighted; and
here the people fl:op to addrefs their devotions, and the whole night
long the voice of their chanting to thefe images may be heard. Even
the common beggar ma~es a trade of religion, by carrying a little
crucifix ·at his breafi, which I fuppofe he may buy for a penny; at
this the poorer fort crofs themfelves, and the beggar blefling them,
mufi be paid for his benediction as well as the pope.
The efiabJifhed port charges paid by all merchant-fhips are, on
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entering 3/. 12s., and ss. 6d. a day while .at anchor; be:Gdes this,
foreign veffels muft pay an interpreter commiffion for his bu~nefs
with government, and on what he purchafes; however, prov1fions
are very cheap. Rum, which they make in the colony, is of a tolerable quality ; and their port wine, meliorated by paffing through the
tropical climates, is allowed to excel in goodnefs.
.
. On entering this port, after a long paffage acrofs the Atlantic ocean,
the vaftnefs of the profpecl: fills the mind with the moft plcafing fenfations. Palling the narrow entrance between two lofty hills, the harbour fuddenly widening ihews like an extenfive lake, where on different parts lie many fcattered ifiands. On the left, the city, with the
fortifications and white\.\!'aihed walls, prefents itfelf in a ftriking
manner, with ihipping at anchor, and boats bringing fupplies from
every quarter. Beyond all, to the n~rth-weft, as far as the eye can
reach, a range of lofty mountains erect their rugged tops : in their
bofoms, perhaps, thouf~nds of human beings are doomed, in fcarch
of gold and diamonds, to fpend their days in mifery.

The Obfervations of the Mijfionaries at their Entrance and Stay at
Rio Janeiro.

ON approaching the harbour the tops of the mountains were hid
in clouds, but the hills near the ihore covered with fruit-trees to their
very tops. Several fortified ifiands were around us ; and on the main
we faw a magnificent aqueduct of about fifty arches, extending from
one mountain to another. Here we began to obferve marks of their
fuperftition, for the crofs was erect~d on the tops of the hills, and ontheir forts. On the Lord's day. the Portuguefe and Indians, who
were our attendants on board, looked on very attentively, and behaved very ferioufiy, during our worihip, though unacquainted with
4
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the language; whilft thofe who remained in the boat, though it was
Sunday, amufed themfelves with cards.
A large party of us going on ihore, we had leave to 'fee the-town,
accompanied by. two officers, who treated us with much civility. ·
On landing we were ihocked with the fight of a poor flave worn out
with difeafe and labour, advancing with feeble crawl to the water's
edge; and ihortly after beheld a fcene difgufting to humanity, a
cargo of human beings expofed for fale, naked, in the market-place ;
whilft others, in companies of fix or [even chained together,_ were
traverfing the ftreets with burdens : we have feen their mafters flog
them like horfes or dogs, fo that our eyes have been filled with tears
at the :fight. When ihall this barbarous traffic come to an end ?
The frreets were full of fhops of every kind; the druggifts' ·and
_:filverfmiths' made the nobleft appearance. We obferved a large refervoir of water, with three fountains difcharging into it, very fweet,
and convenient for the ihipping, Peruvian b_ark was IS. 5d. per
pound, cochineal 10s. We wifhed to procure fome of the cochi~eal plants, but did not fucceed; but we got various tropical feeds
and plants at a hofpitable cottager's, a little difrance from the city.
The viceroy's garden was beautifully interfperfed with oranges,
lemons, limes, and a number of other trees. There we faw a cro. codile fpouting water, furrounded with curious fhell-work; and in
another part, a boy holding a tortoife, from whofe mouth iffued a copious frream. The view of the harbour from one of the terraces is
magnificent. The fummer-houfes were adorned with b;autiful
paintings reprefenting the working the diamond mines, and the
making fugar, rum, and other produce of the country.
We next vifited the palace. The colonel commandant and his lady
ihewed us -the greateft politenefs, and his lady was peculiarly atten~
tive to our wives; and forry we were that w~ could make no acknowl~dgments in return; efpecially when we faw their rooted foperfrit1ons, beads and crucifixes hung about their necks; and the crofs
and their faints were at the corner of every frreet, and before their
F
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houfes : to thefe they bow and crofs themfelv:es as they pafs. Indeed
they feem funk in idolatry. The number of their priefis is immenfe. The town feemed not bigger than Brifrol, and can hardly
contain more tlian two hundred thoufand inhabitants.
Our attention was arrdl:ed by a grand proce:ffion of priefis, nuns,
mourners, &c. entering one of their cathedrals, which was hung
with black, and blazing with lamps. The prayers were chanted,
and choruffes fang , accompanied ~y a band of mutic. The :fight
afflicted us; to behold fuch external pomp of wor!hip, and to difcover no trace of the pure undefiled religion of Jefus.
They are very jealous of !hangers on account of thei'l" diamond
mines, where fo many miferable Africans are yearly facrifi.ced. We
paffed the mil[tary hofpital, on a healthy fpot about a mile from the
city ; but I did not vifi.t it, fays the furgeon, left I might carry fome
infectiot1 on board. Not far diffant, in a beal:ltifol valley, is the
viceroy's magnificent chapel ; and they are now erecting a large cathedral near it, where a multitud€ of fiaves were employed ; and to ihare
in the merit of the work, they informed us feveral youths of opulent
families a:ffifted, raifing a vafit fuperftructure on a fandy foundation.
I retired to my cabin in the evening, praying 'that rhe Lord would
fend hither his precious gofpel with demonftration of his fpi<rit and
power.
Upon the whole, we had every reaf~m to be fatisfi.ed with our reception; and embraced the opport•u nity of a ihip failing for Europe to
convey intelligence to our friends.
Though the following letter addreffed by the mi:ffionaries to the
directors has been publiili.ed-, it properly and defervedly claims a part
in. this narrative ; and with it we :!hall cl0-fe the tranfacl:ions at Rio
Janeiro.
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" On board the DuFF, in the harbour of Rio de Janeiro,
" coaft of Brazil, South America, Nov. 15, 1796,

" Dear and honoured Brethren,
"
"
"
''
"
''
"
''
''
"
"
''
"
"
''
"
"
"
''
"
''
''
''
"
"
"
"
''

" W ~ think it our duty to inform you, we arrived at this place
on Saturday, 1 2.th infiant, after✓ a pa{fage of feven weeks and one
day. We cannot fufficiently acknowledge the great goodnefs of
Almighty God, in the :fig_nal bleffings we have been favoured with,
fince our departure from our country and dear connexions therein.
_W e have not experienced one day of real bad weather fince we were
launched upon the bofom of the great deep : winds and waves, in
the hands of 01u God, have been propitious. The fiery heat of the
fun, in pa:ffing beneath its directeft rays, hath been kindly checked
by intervening clouds .or cooling gales ; fo that we have croffed
thus far through th.e burning zone, without feeling thofe inconveniences that we were naturally led to expect. Our vifi.tations of
ficknefs have been partial and tranfient ; few having been affiicted,
and thofe, through divine goodnefs, fpeedily recovered: Mrs.
Eyre excepted, who, through weaknefs and infirmity incident on
age, has enjoyed but little health fince our departure from England;
however, from the time of our arrival in this harbour, ihe appears
greatly revived. The abunclant fupply of every neceffary, forniihed by our liberal friends, hath not fu:ffered us to feel the fmalleft
want. Our attention has been chiefly directed to the reading of the
a.ccounts of the ifiands of the South Sea, and acquiring fome knowledge of the Otaheitean language, from the providential means put
into our hands ; other frudies of a fcientifi.c nature we have not
been able to pay general application to. The worihip of the Moft
High has been duly and conftantly attended, without any omi:ffion
but when neceility or prudence made it warrantable~ W hatever
fpiritual trials we- individually have fuffered, moments of refreihment from God and our Saviour Jefus Chrifi have mor~ thancompenfated. Harmony and concord continue among us as a body
;,
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"
"'
"
"
"
"
.. ,
"
"
"
"
''
''
'"
.,.,
"
"
''
"
u

engaged in one common caufe. We look forward to what remains
of our voyage and future operations with that concern our peculiar
·fituation demands. Our infufficiency we feel, and where our
ftrength lieth we know. We humbly hope and truft that the hand
of God will continue with us, by his Spirit to direct us, and by
his power to guard us. We give ourfelves up to God, through
Jefus Chrift our Lord, and defire to lie placid in his arms.
" Dear brethren, the whole body of miffionaries, as the heart of
one man, pr~fent their C hr:iftian love·to the body of directors, the
fociety, and all true lovers of Chrift and his gofpel. We pray the
continuance of an intereft in your fervent prayers for us, and for
our undertaking ; that we may acquit ourfelves as men, faithful
to the caufe in which we are engaged, and be rendered mighty
infrruments in the hands of God for the converfion of the heathens
.of the South Sea : fo fhall iniquity frop its mouth, the wife and
prudent in their-own eyes be aihamed, and the mighty power of
God be difplayed in the eyes of the world, by his choofing the fo~lifh .thino-s
of the world to confound the wife, the weak things of
t:>
the world to confound the things whioh are mighty; the bafe
things of the world, and thivgs which are defpifed, and things
which are not, to bring to nought things that are.
" We remain, dear and .honoured brethren,
" Your brethren in the gofpel of Jefus Chrift,
" The whole body of miilionaries,

" Jo H N
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V.

Departure from Rio Janeiro, ti!Z-our Arrival at Otaheite .

WE now

Secretary. H

'

proceeded' on our voyage, in hopes of effecting it by
the way of Cape Hom, which was our original intention. The
captain had _laid _in a frefh ftore ?f fuch provifions as this place afforded, with fugar, wine, and whatever might be neceifary in the
long run before us.
20th. Lord's day. Brothers Eyre and Jefferfon preached. We
had but little wind, and drifted out with the tide. In leaving this
harbour, and again launching into the d~ep, we thought on all the
mercies of our God, who had dealt fo wonderfully with us, and
_protected us hitherto in fafety through the pathlefs ocean : we could,
with humble dependence, truft him for the future.
24t:h. We begin
to find it colder as we run to the fouth ,. the at.
mofphere, day and night, is free from clouds; the breeze is moderate; we move as on a mill-pond, enjoying all the bleilings of life.
0 may the goodnefs of the Lord lead us to repentance, watchfulnefs, and unfeigned love of the brethren! Thefe favourable commencements, however, foon changed; he fhall defcribe who felt
them. '' 29th. We had a very pleafant day, and this evening I
" was delighted to fee the fhip c~owded down with fails, and going
" fwiftly before the wind with the il:arry heavens over us. Abou·t
" eleven o,clock I was waked out of fleep, and much alarmed with
'' the noife on deck. I hurried on my clothes and ran up the lad" der, and to my great furprife found the ihip under her b~re poles.
" The iky, which had been fo ferene and bright, was covered
" with black clouds; the lightning came in flafhes fo quick and
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"
"
"
"
"
''

vivid, as took away my eye-fight for a time. Bldfed be God !
it did not laft more than two hours, when the ftorm abated.
See what the Lord can do ! ' L et all the earth fear the Lord; let
all the inhabitants thereof fl.and in awe of him. He g~thereth
the waters of the fea together ~s an heap, he layeth up the
depths as in his treafure-houfe. Oh, how great is thy goodnefs,
which thou,haft laid up for them that fear thee ! •
''
''
''
"

Amidfl: the roaring of the fea
My foul fl:ill hangs her all on thee ;
Thy confl:ant love, thy faithful care,
Is all that faves me from defpair."

After being two months from England, and running fix thoufand
miles, this is the £rft time we have experienced a contrary wind.
But to return to Mr. Wilfon's journal. ·
During the firft eight days nothing remarkable occurred. Oa
the 29th we obferved in lat. 34° 561 S. long. 49° 3d W. ; had a
fine breeze wefl:erly and clear weather : towards the evening it veered
to the north, a gentle gale and a fmooth fea : but thefe favourable
circumftances we forefaw would be of fhort continuance : to the
fouthward black cloud~ were ri:fing fail:, and flying with great velocity over our heads in a direction quite contrary to the way the
wind at prefent blew. This jarring of the elements we con:fidered
as · a fore prognoftic of an approaching fl:orm ; therefore the captain
ordered the fmaJ.l fails to be taken in, alfo a fingle reef in the topfails.
Still a gentle gale continued as before till near midnight, when we
were attacked by a moft violent fquall, with a deluge of rain and
fmart thunder and lightning, the combined force of which obliged
us to haul our forefail clofe up, and furl every other fail : happily it
foon fubfided, but continued not long moderate ; a fl:rong gale fet in
at fouth, and the fea running high all the following day, moft of
the miffionaries were again vi:fited with the fea-ficknefs.

•
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December 1 ft. The gale m oderated, and the fea falling greatly ,
a few of the fick recovered ; betwixt decks 'were deared and dried,
the iliip put in order, and preparations made to encounter fuch ftorms
as we might now expect. T he cow hae:l fuffered much in the late
gale from repeated falls; and as n·o hay had been got at :Rio Janeiro,
on account of the rainy feafon, the little we brought from home
was now expended, therefore no alter-native remained bm to kill the
poor lean animal-: this was done accordingly; but with reluctance,
as her milk had been very ferviceable to the women and children; we
found her big with calf, which maae her more regretted. lh the
courfe of the night we experienced another fmart gale, which, though
not quite fo violent as the laft, was, like it, attended with rain, lhl!mder, and lightning.
2d. At daylight we had better weather, and the fea was remarkably fmooth, but' very much difcoloured; the caufe of which
phenomenon is generally afcribed to the outfet of the tide from the
great river of Rio de la Plata: we founded, but found no botta""m
w ith one hundred fathom of line. At noon our latitude, by obfervation, wa~ 38° 8' S. long. 50° 151 W. Towards th~ clofe of
the day the fky again put on a gloomy afpect, and from a moderate
breeze at S. by W. the wind veered to S. W. by W. the gale increafing, and the fea rifing very faft.
3d. In the morning the fea ran exceeding high, and the wind
blew a complete ftorm, w hich reduced us to a clofe-reefed main-topfail and forefail. Several of our live frock died, either by the cold
or the fpray of the fea, fo that we were in danger of lofing the
whole of this invaluable prefervative of health. N ot only the greater
part of the miffionaries were fea-fi~k, but fome of our feamen alfo.
Mrs. Eyre, already exhaufted by continued illnefs, feemed unable
long to fuftain thefe greater trials; ahd i:efpect-ing thofe who were
not :fick, they, and likewife the crew, felt the uncomfortable effects
of fuch bad weather. Being thus fituated, the captain was appreG
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henfive that in perfevering in our endeavours to double Cape Horn,
our raw, unfeafoned company of landmen, women, and children,
might fall victims to the repeated frorms and colder weather, which
we might expect to meet with in the attempt : alfo, after · doing our
befr, the certainty of getting round, in our circumftances, was
doubtful, as in the cafe of Bligh and others, whofe efforts , after
long frruggles, proved in vain.
Therefore the captain, after deliberately· weighing the(e and the
connected circumfrances, relinquifhed a plan, which to execute
required a fhip's crew of hardy failors, unaccompanied by tender
women and children, and adopted the refolution of going the eafl:ern
pa:ffage; that is, to pafs a few degrees fouth of the Cape of Good
Hope, to fail to the fouthward of the fouth cape of New Holland
and New Zealand, keeping in the track of the wefterly winds till
near the meridian of Otaheite, and then to freer to the northward
for that ifland.
At noon we obferved in lat. 39° z/ S. long . 50° W. Immediately
afterwards we bore away, fetti11:g what fail the fhip could bear;
and this we certainly had good reafon to do, confidering that before
we could. reach Otaheite by. the frraightefr courfe, we mufr run not
lefs than fourteen thoufand miles; whereas, from our prefent fration,
to go by way of Cape· Horn, the diftance did not exceed feven thoufand miles; and I am perfuaded, that to fome on ·board the defire
to fail round the world was more than a counterpoife to the difficulties which might attend our pa:ffage round that cape. But fince
it is proper, that in all cafes felf-gratification ought to give place to
the beft-devifed means of obtaining the principal ends of our employment, fo now all were fully fatisfied that tl~e late adopted meafures were for the befr.
The fea running tremendoufly high, we were apprehenfive of
- being pooped by it, or otherwife receiving damage, therefore fhaped
our courfe right before it, freering N. E. by E. and E. N. E . till it
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gradually became fmoother. In the courfe of the firfr four days we
ran :fix hundred and forty miles by our log , and were then detained
for a while by eafierly winds.
But to particularize the various occurrences of fo long a paffage,
where the objects which prefent themfelves have already been largely
treated of by . men of ability and fkill in natural hifrory, would
afford but_ little entertainment, and tedious repetitions of winds and
weather only tire the patience ; therefore fhall deem it fufficient to
notice briefly the progrefs we made from time to time. Our miffionary
journals will fill the chafm.
December 5th. Our religious exercifes have h itherto not been
interrupted; we have maintained the regulated daily fervices between
decks when we could not a:ffemble on the quarter. This day_we
met our dear friends in England at their hour of prayer, and fent
up our petitions in union with theirs to the throne of grace for the
foccefs of all miffionary labours.
6th. Frefh breezes : ran eight or nine knots an hour. H ow great
are his mercies !
8th. A great head fea; faw feveral whales playing around; fometimes they approached very near, clofe under the frem, when we
could obferve them diftincl:ly , as they came to the furfare to breathe,
throwing up· the water to a vaft height with a tremendous noife.
. We were frruck with awe and folemnity-How wonderful and manifold are thy works, 0 God l Heaven, earth, and fea, declare thy
glory : " Let every thing which hath breath pra'ife the L ord ."
The climate here, though advancing to the midfr of fummer, appeared to us cold as in England in the·midft of winter.
The gale frill blew from the weft with unabated violence : an awful fea
running mountains high; the clouds hanging low, thick, and gloomy;
the fhip fcudding ·before the wind with furprifing eafe and fwiftne{s,
and !hipping very little water, con:fidering the greatnefs of the fea,
At thofe times we truly beheld the wonders o( the Lord in the great
deep. The fhip fometimes feemed hid between two lofty mountains of
G Z

wate.r, and, _t}lea elevateq. to the im_menfe fumrp.it. Thefe fights of
·· ttht marvellohls w0rks of our God exalted our ideas of his gi:eatnefs
and glory, and increafed our joy and praife; aifured th.at this awful
God is our 9"od, and aU his diviQ.e j}erfecl:ions engaged iµ our behalf. We haive fom€tjmes fat on the deck with [q.cred pleafure and
compofure, view.ilil.g the towel;ing billows on ~very fide, fome fol~
lpwing u-s with their foamiug tops, an4 feemi-Q.g to thFeaten our de...
~n1&J01f_; b_ut infl:ead of dping l!lfi a9y ha.rm,; ·only pufh~ng us on
· t-la~ f@,,i~r to tJ:ie. have-n where we would. be. -We were unable to
celebrate the Lord's fupper through the agitation of the ve!fel, and
tHmed our, .ufoal fefVif:e i:nto, a• m~eting of pr,3?er between. decks ;
t:@S!-J~ co~,IJ.~~ from t~t f.igat- 0£ the fun, an<;l the fea ma-k ing often
cl WaJf over the itiJ~, tl;ie k,or~ wafi€ 41? every waQ.t bry'" vouchfafing
W§ gra,~.i.ov•§-~r.eferi.~_:_-we c;:oµlsf ad.opt the laljlg4ag!,'! of the poet:
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Thy fhining grace cal} <;~e~
Tl~ dung~oI). where we d,w~ll;
'Tis paradife-if thou art there>
· I£ tho}rI depart- 't-i~ ·hell:.

~ hol(l.gh bjY cliai~gi,ng our• c~ur(e we :fh.al~ length~n our voya,ge
(eve-11 thP.l!fan,4 n\1iles,, q.pd· ha:viC two 1\iundr~d and eh~ven. degr<tes of
longitudt to 1:un., y~t;, the fpeie,d1 w_ithr w hiqh we adva-9ce is amazing;
iR1 th,e. la.ft two days,, finpi: Friday at _mjdQ.ight, we have run by the
log,. n~ar :frv;e hmj(:fred miles. Th~ _l:.,ord is fending us about as he
di~-; h·is Ifr.a.eJ of old, a,,nd no· doubt for wi(e epds. Could we have
gone round C.aip~ •Moi:n~ we might FJoeably have--rea-<;:hed the place
of 0ur defii~tion 1il1J;tch foonerr: but we are :fh_ort-fighted creatures,
a;_n,d- in th~ be.fl: hans:l.s ; let his will be done, who- knows how moft
' (afely to lead us through the deep as through a wildernefs.
. The immenfe :ilioals of fjih~s ar~und us have often amufed and
aHonifhed us ; fome larger marching in great pomp·, followed by a
train. of :6.naller, and approaching. clofe to the fhi_fs· :G.des; _tho
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flying-fr!h rifing like a flock of birds out of the water, and often
falling on board; one fifteen inches long flew directly againft our bell,
ancj.. wa:s taken : they were very good eating. Thoufands of birds
alfo, about the fize of pigeons, flew around us. ·
20th. We
re-croffed the meridian of London, and beo-an
counting
.
b
our longitude eaftward; and on the 24th that of the Cape of Good
Hope, · in the latitude or track of 4-0° 2o' S. with a· fine gale wefterly
driving us ~long at the rate of eight or nine miles an hour. .
24th.- Cl,r,iftmas eve: fpent, fays -W. P. a comfortable evening with
my m.effinates,_ brother Shdly, b.rother Hodges and his wife; had a
good cake of our own making, and a very nice difh of chocolate. My
mind was deeply impreffed· with t-tie Femembrance of clearefr abfent
friends, whom I reprefented fitt-ing round their fire-fide, and faying,
Ah, poor fouls, where are they now!
25th. After a fermon from Ifaiah, ix. 6. the Lord's fupper was
adminifiered: bleffed be God, I found it a very comfortable feafon.
26th. Fine weather and brifk gales ; we failed two hundred and '
forty miles the laft twenty-four hours.
29th. Obferved an eclipfe of the fun of a,bout three hours continuance;, three p.arts being obfcured, it produced a perceptible
darknefs.
The miilionairie·s were now applying themfelves to the Otaiheitea.tYlanguage, the moft diligent giving pl~afing proofs of. their de:fire
and aptnefs to acquire it. A part of each day was alfo appropriated'
to reading the Rev. Mr. Greatheed's account of the South-Sea
iilaads : this they ftylcd Miffionary Geography; from thence deriving
confiderable knowledge: their minds alfo became more exercifed, and
_a difference of opinion grad:ually increafed concerning the propriety
of their fepa~ating, and which group ap·peared the moft eligible and·
fafe to fettle in: fome preferred the Friendly Hles, others Otaheite.
J.oh.o. Harris alone was for the Marquefas; he had long ago made·
that choice, and ftill remained un1haken in his refolution, defiring
Qnly to have one or two to accompany him; and for that purpofe
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was now ufing his interefr with the young men, f~w of whom as
yet feemed inclined to fettle at the Marquefas. In confequence of
the probability of fuch a feparation taking place, a meeting of the
whole body of miffionaries was held, when, after a long converfation,
-it was moved, "That eight perfons and the ·chairman (the captain)
'~ be chofen to draw up a code of church government for the future
·" condutt_ of their little fociety ,. together with certain religious
" prin6ples, to be fi gned by every individual. "-Agreed. ·The
fame day the following perfons were chofen by ballot to compofe the
committee: viz. Bowell,Buchanan, Cover, Henry, J efferfon, Lewis,
Main, and Shelly.
· At another meeting it was moved, " That two days in the week,
!' Tuefdays and Thurfdays, an hour and half each, be appointed for
" the difcuffion of fame doctrinal part of God's word. The text
'' of fcriptu'i e to- be appointed by a moderator, chofen out of the
u body, who ihall publicly declare the text at leail: two days be'' fore the time of difcuffion ; the members to fpeak in rotation, · and
" not to exceed a quarter of an hour each,"and to divide the text under
'' proper heads, whic;h ihall be committed unto paper, and a copy
" of the fame to be delivered to the moderator."-Agreed. Mr.
Lewis chofen firfr moderator. . The defign of this plan was to improve the young men in the method of arranging their thoughts,
and to excite them to a more diligent fearch into the fcriptures. It
was moved alfo, at the · fame meeting, '' That M effrs. Henry and
" Kelfo do, in conjunction with the ordained minifiers, join in the
" regular difpenfation of the word of God."-This was likewife
agreed to.
Refpeding the health of both ·miffionaries and crew, we may all
(two or three excepted) fay that we have enjoyed that bleffing abundantly. Mr. Clode :Vas lately attacked with a fevere fever, ~nd for
fome time delirious, but now in a way of recovery; and Mr.
Buchanan, having foffered cpntinually by fea-ficknefs, was at prefent brought very low, and for fome days confined to his bed, by a
+
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painful cofiive complaint, which long refifi:ed the power of medicine;
while his getting worfe every day increafed the concern all on board
felt, through fear of lofing this humble and devoted miifJPnary.
But to our great joy, December 2.9th, at the time when we thought
him expiring, he obtained relief, and afterwards gradually recovered.
His happy experience of God's love, and joy of hope through all his
illnefs, was a fingular comfort and encouragement to all the brethren.
January r fl:, r 797. Little did we apprehend on this day lafi year
what w as the decree of the Lord concerning us. \Ve have now failed
twelve thoufand miles.
Come, my foul, a year is gone,
And thyfelf may'fi truly m~an;
Small the fruit to God is found,
Too much like the barren groui:id,
This new year may be my lafr,
Former years are gone and pafr;
Come, my foul, arife and pray,
Trim thy lamp this new-year's day.
2d. We were now making rapid advances towards the defired
ifland; but ·little rema~kable occurred.-The aquatic birds, which
had daily vifited us in great numbers fince we came into this fea,
feemed now to have left us, fo that for fome days we hardly faw one
of any kind. Whales were playing round the ihip, and it is probable that, had they been objects of our voyage, we might have caught
fome of the many we faw. There were feveral of the brethren who
took great delight in il:anding with harpoons in their hands, .watching
opportunities to ihike the porpoifes that were ufually fporting under
the bows, and one day Mr. Smith had the fuccefs to firike one,. the
blubber of which produced four gallons of good oil.
, .By the middle of January the co~mittee of eight had nearly finiihed
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the articles of faith and ruies 0f church government. A$ yet no ferious
differ-ence of fentiment had arifen among the miffiona-ries : one now
.commenced regarding thofe points of doctrine which have too often,
an_d ·with too great afperity, divided the church of the living Go~.
It had. been the great object with the directors to prevent as much as
poffible diverfity of opinion among the brethren, being confcious on
whichever fide the truth might he found in the abftrufer points of
theological tenets, that all difplltes among the teachers themfelves
:lhould be guarded with the greatefl: precautioh.
As the directors held the d0drinal articles of the church of England in the fenfe ufually termed Calviniftic, and in correfpondence
with the opinion of their brethren in Scotland, contained in the Affembl y's catechifm; it was an original decifion, that none :lhould be
fent out as miffionaries, who did n'o t make a clear and expligit confeffion of their faith, agreeable to this rule. We had every reafon
to believe that all the miffionaries were of one mind ; but it now appeared, on the difcuffion , that two of the thirty h ad entertained
principles different from tbe reil:, which occafiorred fome debate.
The general fenfe of the body was, that it wo\.lld be injurious to the
work to continue thofe as fellow-helpers whofe difference of fentiment
from their brethren might produce. unhappy effects among the heathen. However, after a variety of conferences on the fubject, conducted with the greatefl: calmnefs, the two who had differed from
the refi acknowledged that they had received conviction from the
arguments of their brethren, admitted the impropriety of their conduct, and were accordingly refiored to fellowfhip, and as much
honoured and refpected as ever. We remark this as a moil: happy
trait of Chrifiian confidence; and none have !hewn themfelves more
faithful to the caufe, nor has the fmallefi difference ,fince arifen between them on the fubjecl:.
29th. We paffed the meridian of the fouth cape of New. Holland;
and on the 14th of February were thirty-two leagues to the fouthward of the fouth cape of New Zealand. On the 15th we were nearly
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antipodes to our friends in London. The day following a fea broke
a.gainfl: {)Ur fl:ern, dafhed one of the windows to pieces, and fpoiled
fcveral books in the cabin.
17th. We met with as heavy a ftorm from the eafiward as any we
had before experienced; the fea around us ran mountainoufiy, and the..
rain P?ured heavily upon us for about eight hours. However, as we
were all in good health, the effects of it were but little felt. This
was in lat. 31° 3d S. and long. 1.09° 3d E.
The fenfations of the miffionaries on this occafion their own journals
will bell: tell. This was the moil: feverc and awful fiorm we had yet
experienced. The fea ran mountains high, but our little .and incomparable bark, with which our God hath bleffed us, lay to under
her main-fiayfail, and mounted over the ·waves like a duck with
feathers. We were bleffed with a calm and ferene ftate of mind, and
enabled to cafi our care upon God, which we did in a fweet prayermeeting between decks. In the evening the wind died away, and
the lovely fiars !hewed their faces. Appointed Tuefday next to fign
the articles, and _obferve a day of public thankfgiving for the fignal
and wonderful mercies we had received.
It is remarkable, that through the voyage the Lord has ufoally fent
us moderate weather on the fabba.th days, fo that our folemnities have
been feldom interrupted.
21Q. The articles of faith and rules of chlll'ch government being
completed and approved by the whole of the brethren, they, at a
meeting this day, figned the fame, and held a day of thankfgiving.
A feparation becoming now more and more probable, they begcJ.n
teaching each other the little handicraft arts they were mafters of,
fuppofing fuch might be ferviceable when they parted. Dr. Gilljiam
gave likewife lectures upon a prepared ikeleton of the human 'body,
and infiructcd them in the ufe of the medicines.
This afternoon we experienced a remad<able interference of Divine
Providence in our favour. The pitch... kettle being placed on the fire
by the carpenter whilfi calking the decks, the plan who was left

..
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in ·care of it fuffered it to boil over: immediately it blazed up with
furprifing fury ; he had, however, the prefence of mind to lift it
off the fire, and prevent the dreaded conflagration. Though the
caboufe was fo dry, and the forefail hanging down over it, which
rnufr have infiantly communicated the flames to the rigging, through
the goodnefs of God no harm was done, and the fire put out in an
infiant. 0, the wonders of his care, who hath faid, " he that
" toucheth you, toucheth the apple of my eye.')
Ninety-feven days had now patfed fince we left Rio Jane~ro, and
except one vetfel which we met with a week after our departure, we had
not in all this time feen either fhip or fhore, and had failed, by our
log, thirteen thoufand eight hundred and twenty miles, a greater
difrance probably than was ever before run· without touching at any
place for refrefhment, or feeing land. But at length, tired with
beholding only a vacant horizon, and the familiar objects the fea:
daily prefented to our view, all began to look with eager expecl:ation
of defcrying a South-Sea ifland; which, even in the minds of thofe
whofe reafon and intelligence informed them better, fancy had figured
as differing from all the lands or iflands on whic_h they had ever fixed
their eyes before. However, the time was now arrived when this
turiofity was to be in part gratified. About feven in the morning
Toobouai was difcovered from the fore-yard by one of the feamen,.
bearing S. E. by E. eight or nine leagues off, ~ewing at this difrance
like two feparate i:flands, but on our near approach the low land
which connecl:s the hills appeared. The wind at N. E. bei~g unfavourable, we frood towards the ifland, but the fun fet before we got
fafficiently nea,r to difcern the natives; neither did we fee any canoes.
The wind at this time fhifting to E. by S. we laid our courfe upon
the fl:arboard tack, and failing along the wefrern fide pretty near the
fhore, though in the duik of the evening, faw that a border of low
land ran from the ikirts of tbe hills, and upon it abundance of cocoanut and other trees . The fea was breaking violently on the reefs_.
efpccially to the N. E. where they extend a long way off.

'
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It is now fourteen weeks fince we lafr faw the land, which was
Rio J aneiro, and it mufi be confetfed, it is very delightful to behold;
though we _were not _in any want of it, neither has our voyage. been
atten~ed with any mconvenience. The Lord, in providence, has
fopphed our neceffitie? in a moil: wonderful manner. Bletfed be God,
w~ have not found the want of a drop of good water to quench our
t?i_rfr, nor bread, &c. to fatisfy our hunger, and here we are all the
l1vmg monuments of his mercy to praife him.
The wind blew frefh from Toobouai, and the intention of our
captain was not to go near this ifland; but, for the fake of fome wlro
were defirous of feeing it, we tacked to -windward, and towards
evening got within a few miles of it : ·he thought it not prudent to
land on account of the natives being prejudiced againfi: the Engliih
through the m'utineers of the fhip Bounty, wh~ had defiroyed near
a hundred of them. But we trufi: to vifit them at fome future time
to remove their prejudice with the glad tidings of the gofpel of peace.'
A fine breeze continuing all the night, we faw no more of Toobouai.
This ifl~nd was difcovered by Captain Cook in the year 1777 ;
and up~n it the unhappy Fletcher Chrifrian, with his companions,
the mu:meers of the Bounty, attempted~ fettlement in 1789. They
had with them fome of the natives of Ot~heite, and live frock of
differen~ forts. N otwithfi:anding the oppofiti9n they met with from
the nat1~e~ on: their firfr arrival, they warped the fhip through the
on~y opemng m the reef; then landing, chofe a fpot of ground,
bmlt a fort thereon, and taking their live frock on fhore, they intended, had the natives proved friendly to their fray, to have defrroyed th~_ Bounty and fixed themfelves there: but their own unruly
conduct alienated the natives from · them, who withheld their wo~en, which they were ready to feize by violence: they excited the
Jealoufy of the chiefs by a friendfhip formed with one of them in
preference to the refr; they were difunited among themfelves, and
m~ny longed for Otaheite: they refolved to leave Tooqouai, and carry
with them all the live frock which they haci brought, the benefit of
H 2
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_which the Toobouaians began to undedl:and, and were unwilling to
fee them again all collected and removed. This caufcd the firft
brawl between the Otaheitean fervants, who were driving in the
hogs, and the natives. Infolence and want of gentlenefs and conciliation, led to all the bloody confequences which enfued. The
natives were numerous, and fought with great courage, forcing the
mutineers to avail themfelves of a rifing ground, where, with their
fuperior :fkill, the advantage of fire-arms, and the aid of the Otaheiteans, who fought bravely on this occafion, they at lafi came off
vicl:orious, with only one or two of themfelves wounded, whilft the
dead bodies of the Toobouaians covered the fpot, and were afterwards
thrown up in three or four heaps. Thus finding that no peaceable
fettlement was now to be obtained in this place, they re-ihipped the
ii_ve ftock, abandoned their fort, and taking their friendly chief on
board with them, weighed anchor and fteered towards Ohaitapeha
bay in the i:lland of Otaheite. On their pa!fage thither, it is faid,
Chriftian became very melancholy, confining himfelf to the cabin,
and would hardly fpeak a word to any perfon; lamenting, moft probably, that the refolutions he had formed without deliberation, and
executed with raih hafte, had now involved his own life and thofe
of his adherents in mifery. As foon as they anchored in Ohaitapeha
bay at Otaheite, thofe who wifhed to ftay there went on ihore; but
nine of the mutineers·, and alfo fome of the native men and women,
remained on board. With thefe, Chriftian cutting the cable in the
night, put to fea, and fteering to the N.W. has ne_ver been heard of
fince.
Here it may be proper, before we approach the defti1:ed ifland,
to notice the fteps which the brethren were taking, and what new
regulations were made previous to their arrival. Near feven months
were elapfed fince they embarked at Blackwall, during which time it
is reafonable to' fuppofe, that, being clofely penned together in a fhip,
they were now become well acquainted with each other's tempers
and difpofitions, and that a fimilarity in thefe would naturally attract
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peculiar regard and friendihip. Several of the brethren having
hinted \o the captain which group of iilands they preferred, the feniors,
who had always declared for Otaheite, requefied that each one fhould
be obliged, on a day appointed, to :fignify in writing the place to
which he wifhed to go, and fign the fame with his name. To this
the captain replied, that they might do fo if they pleafed ; but that
he himfelf would act as clofely agreeable to the difcretionary inftructions given by the directors as future circumfiances would allow ..
By our progrefs to the eafi, the monthly prayer-meeting had been
held on Tuefday morning, a quarter before feven, to correfpond with
our brethren at home, who met on Monday evening. A fpirit of
prayer and fupplication feemed evidently poured out upon us in behalf
of the poor heathen ; every heart expanded with love, and glowed
with ardent defires to proclaim falvation to them through the blood
of the Lamb.
Having frequently difcu!fed the fubjecl: of the feparati~n of the brethren among the three groups of iilands, the Marquefas, the Society,
and Friendly Iflands ; February 27th, being the day appointed, the
fociety met, and the bu:finefs of the day was opened in the ufual manner, when there appeared for each group as in the following lift :
NO •.

0

O·TAHEITE~
NO,

Rev. J.. F. Cover
2 - - John Eyre
3 ___; John Jefferfon
4 - - Thomas Lewis
5 Ivfr. H. Bicknell
6
B. Broomhall
'
J. Cock
7
8
S. Clode
9
J. A. Gillham
which, with five women and two
five for Otaheite.
1

,
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Mr. Wm. Henry
11
P. Hodges
12
R. Ha!fell
E. Main
13
H. Nott
14
15
F. Oakes
16
J. Puckey
17
Wm. Puckey
18
Wm. Smith;
children, make in all twenty10
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TONGA TABOO.,

2

3
4

5
6

7

~

9
IO

SANTA CHRISTINA,
NO.

NO.
1

,·I '

Mr. B. Bowell
J. Buchanan
James Cooper
S. Harper
S. Kelfo
J. N'obbs
W. Shelly
G. Veefon
J. Wilkinfon
- Gaulton

I

2

Mr. J. Harris
Wm. Crook

The above bufi.nefs being fettled, the captain intimated to .thofe
intended for Otaheite, that, as we were drawing near that ifland, it
would be proper for them to choofe their committee and prefident.
This they accordingly proceeded to do; Mr. Jefferfon was elecl:ecl
prefi.dent by a great ·majority, and Meff. Cover, Lewis, Henry, and
Broomhall, to compofe the committee. Mr. Cover was appointed·
fecretary and fl:ore-keeper, and Lewis librarian. It was then agreed,
that the prefident, fecretary, &c. fhould hold their office for fix
months, and that the committee ihould go out by rotation, one every
three months. Matters being thus fettled, they began to encourage
each other to enter without fear upon their work,. and by a zealous
and fl:eady perfeverance therein to ma~fefl: themfelves worthy of the
high characters of miflionaries.
•
Our paifage from Toobouai was much longer than we expecl:ed,
owing to variable winds from the N. W quarter and very unfettled
weather.
March Ifi. From two o'clock in the afternoon till four it rained
exceffively hard; more than a tun of water was caught, which gave
the miffionaries afterwards an opportunity of wafhing their linen,
;i.
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and putting it in ~rder previous to their landing. From four until
feven was an interval of fair weather ; but now the clouds gatherif'l.g
thick, and wearing a gloomy afpecl:, a mofi: alarming night commenced : orders were given to furl every fail except the forefail, and,
hauling it clofe, we lay to. The rain began heavier than before, accompanied, from nine till midnight, with iharp vivid lightning and
awful claps of thunder, which, on account of its nearnefs, ihook
the Duff at every clap. The rain, attended with fqualls, continued
till three in the morning; then abated. The fea was not high,
neither was the wind very violent; neverthelefs the darknefs and conflict of the elements formed a night fo truly difmal, that all on board
confeifed they had never witneffed the like before. We therefore,
fay the miffionaries, took to the wings of faith, and fled to the God
of our mercies; and when we had fung an hymn, committing ourfelves to the protection of the Mofl: High, we retired to refi:. The
next morning we returned our folemn and grateful thanks for the
protection of that night.
After the fiorm nothing material occurred till Saturday morning,.
March 4th, when we beheld the long-wiihed-for ifland of Otaheite,
but at a great difl:ance. At noon the extrem•ity of. the Idler peninfula
bore from N . byW. to N. -f W. twelve (?r fourteen leaglles off: with
the wind at N. E . we fl:ood towards it until ten at night, then
tacked three or four miles fouth of the reefs off Atahooroo, and
fl-anding off and on till daylight, fl:eered to go between the wefl: end
of the ifland and Eimeo.
The captain has mentioned in converfation what we cannot wifh
ihould be omitted, that the conflicts he endured upon this near approach to the place of his defl:ination are not to be defcribed ; he felt
fomething of that travailing in birth which St. Paul mentions; and
his anxiety refpeeling his brethren and their reception was a burden
almofi: too heavy for him to bear.......happily a gracious God quickly
delivered him out of all his fears.
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VI.

Occurre,Jce.; on landing (1-t Otaheite, · and during the Jirjl Vijit to that
Ijland.
[Sunday, March 5, 1797.J

•

THE morning was pleafant, and with a gentle breeze we had by
[even o'clock got abreaft of the diftrict of Atahooroo, whence we
faw feveral canoes putting off and paddling towards us with great
fpeed; at the fame time it fell calm, whish being in thejr favour,
we foon counted {eventy-four canoes aro~nd us, many of them
double ones, containing about twenty perfons each. Being fo numerous, we ·endeavoured to keep them from crowding on board;
but in fpite of all our efforts to prevent it, there were foon not lefs
than one hundred of them dancing a:nd capering like frantic perfons
about our decks, ~rying, " Tayo! tayo !,, and a few broken fentences of Engliih were often repeated. They had no weapons of any
kind among them; however, to keep them in awe, fome of the
great guns were ,ordered to ·be hoified Ol.lt of the hold, w hilft they,
as free from the apprehenfion as the intention of mifchief, cheerfully
affifted to put them on their carriages. \1/hen the firft ceremonies
were over, we began to .view our new friends with an eye of inquiry: their_ wild diforderl3/ behaviour, {hong fmell of the cocoanut oil, together with the tricks of the arreoies, ldfened the favourable opinion we had formed of them ; neither could we fee aught
of that elegance and beauty in their women for which they have been
fo greatly celebrated. This at firft feemed to depreciate them in the
eftimation of our brethren; but the cheerft1lhefs, good-nature, and
generofity of thefe kind people .foon re_moved the momentary preju-
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dices. One very old man, M anne Manne, who called himfelf a
prieft of the Eatooa, was very importunate to be tayo with the cap- tain; others, pretending to be chiefs, fingled out fuch as had the ap~
pearance of officers for their tayos ; but as 'they neither exercifed
authority over the unruly, nor bore the fmalleft mark of diftincl:ion,
we thought proper to decline their propofals till we knew them and
the nature of the engagement better. At this they feemed afto_niihed, but frill more when they faw our indifference about the hogs,
fowlst and fruit, which they had brought in abundance. We endeavou,red to make them underftand, but I think in vain, that this
-was the day of the Eatooa, and that in it we durft not trade: but
•their women repulfed, occafioned greater wonder. They continued
,to go about the decks till the tranfports of their joy gradually fubfidedt . when many of them left ·us of their own accord, and others ·
were driven away by the old man, and one named Mauroa, who
now exercifed a little authority. Thofe who remained were chiefly
-arreoies from Ulietea, in number about forty ; and being brought to
order, the brethren propofed having divine fervice upon' the quarterdeck. Mr. Cover officiated; he perhaps was.the firft that ever men,tioned .with reverence the Saviourts name to thefe poor heathens.
Such hymns were feled:ed as had the moft harmonious tunes; firfi,
" O'er the gloomy hills of darknefs ;" then, " Blow ye the trum" pet, blow;"' and at the conclufion, " Praife God from whom all
" bleffings flow/' The text was from the firft epiftle ge~eral of John,
chap. iii. yer. 23. " God is love." The whole fervice lafl:ed about
"an hour and a quarter. During fermon and prayer the natives were
-quiet and thoughtful; but when the finging ftruck up, they feemed
charmed and filled with amazement ; fometimes they would talk
and laught but a nod of the head brought t~em to order. Up_o n the
w hole, their unwearieduefs and quietnefs were aftoniihing ; and,
indeed, al,l who heard obferved a peculiar folemruty and excelleoce
in •Mr. Cover's addrefs on that day.
I
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We had hitherte,, received very unfatisfacl:ory anfwers to our inquiries after the Matilda's crew; but at lafr faw two of them
coming in a canoe : thefe were Swedes, dreifed in the teboota and
maro as the natives, and tattowed alfo about the legs and arms:
having got on boar1 they were called into the cabin, and gave the
following account of themfelves :-The youngefr, named Andrew
Cornelius Lind, about thirty years of age, a native of Stockholm,
faid, that after the lofs of the Matilda they took to the boats, and
bearing down towards Otaheite, landed on the 6th of March 1792, ,
on the fouth fide of the ifiand; they were immediately plun~ered
of all ~hey had, but afterwards treated kindly by the natives. Since
that, the captain and mofi of the crew had gone homeward by different methods : fix of them decked one of their boats, and fet off
towards New Holland; but it was improb~ble they would ever
rea(:h thither. The other, whofe name is Peter Haggerfiein, aged·
forty, a native of Elfinfors in Swedifh Finland, was left here by
Captain New of the Dredalus. They both fpoke tolerably good
Englifh, and being well acquaip.ted with the Otaheitean tongue,, we
·entertained a hope that they would prove of great fervice ..
From them we learnt, that the old man who was fo folicitous to
have the captain for a tayo, had· formerly been king of Ulietea, was.
a near relation of the royal family, and of confiderable confequence
in the i:flands, being chief priefr over Otaheite and Eimeo. Upon
this, Manne Manne was invited into the cabin and treated kindly~
He now redoubled his importunities to gain the captain for his.
friend, who defired him to wait till to-morro:w, when, he w01lld con-.
fider 0£ it. The Swedes further informed us, that the former Otoo,
had transferred his name and tile of Earee rahie ( or king) to his fon,
and had now a:ffumed the name of Pomarre :- that in a conteft about
twenty months ago with Temane, t>he chief of all. the fouth fide of
the greater peninfula, Pomarre's party prevailed, and fubjecl:ed his.
adverfary to a fiate of _dependance, and foon after Tiaraboo was con-
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quered ; and thus the whole ifland becani.e fubjecl: to him, or rather
to his fon Otoo, and has remained fo ever fince. Motuara, the chief
of Eimeo, being dead, Pomarre laid claim to the government of that
ifland; and having only the widow of the deceafed to contend with,
was, after a few fkirmii11es, acknowledged as chief, or king. Thus
was the power of Pomarre and his fon Otoo fo greatly increafed,
that none dared any longer to difpute their authority.
6th. About thirty of the natives, chiefly arreoies, intending to go to
Matavai, remained on board all the night, and part of the following
day, till we anchored in the bay; as did the two Swedes; and flept
on the deck. The miffionaries watched; all perfecl:ly quiet. At
daybreak the old priefi awoke, and being impatient to fecure thetayofhip ~ith the captain, awoke him alfo. There was now no
refufing him any longer, as even good policy was on his fide; therefore they exchanged names, and Manne Manne, wrapping a long
piece of cloth around the captain, ,and putting a teboota- over his
hea.d, requefied for himfelf a mufket, fome 1hot and gunpowder:
but being told that none of thefe were to fpare, and that he 1hould be
amply repaid for what friendly offices he might do us, he feemed
fi1tisfied. All the forenoon was employed in working up without
the reefs of Oparre; but gaining little ground, at one P. M. we came
to anchor in Matavai bay, Point Venus bearing N.E. by E, and
One Tree hill S. ½W. difiant from the beach about three quarters of
a mile. We had no~ been long at anchor, when all the arreoies, both
men and women, fprung into the water and fwam to the fhore:
their place, however, was foon fupplied by others, who furrounded
the fhip with hogs, fruit, and other articles : of thefe we took a
little for prefent ufe; b~t. the old prieft having promifed to fupply
all our wants_by next morning, confequently little was done int~
trading way.
,
Almofi the whole afternoon it rained hard till near tour o'clock,
when we had f.ome intervals of fair weather; then the captain,
Manne Manne, the two Swedes, with brother Cover, Henry, and
I
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a few more of the miffionaries, went on fhore in order to examine
a large houfe ftanding on the extremity of Point Venus. They called
it E Fwharre no Pritane (the Britifh Houfe), and faid it had been
built by Pomarre for Captain Bligh, who had faid he fhould come
back and refide there. It is a large and fpacious building of an
oblong figure, one hundred and eight feet long and forty-eight wide.
In the middle are four large wooden pillars about eighteen feet
'high, on which the ridge-tree is fupported. About three feet within
·the fides ftand pillars all round, about nine feet long, and fix feet
:diftant from each other. On the top of thefe a plank is let down,
which runs round the whole houfe; from thence to the ridge large
poles are fet up, and handfomely bound round with fine matting
about eighteen inches afunder : on this the thatch is laid, of palmtree leaves moft beautifully worked_. About one foot from thefe pil-lars, on the outfide, runs a ikreen of bamboo all round, except
about twenty feet in the middle on both :fides.-Thus hath the Lord
appeared to fet before us an open door, which we truft none fha~l
henceforth be able to fhut.
The chief of the difti:ict ( an old man named Pyteah) welcomed
them to the ifland, faid that the houfe was theirs, and fhould be
cleared for their reception the pext day. He then fhewed them the
picture of· Captain Cook, upon the back of which were written the
names of his Majefty's !hips and their commanders who had vifited
Mata~ai fince that great navigator's time. The natives on fhore
feemed tranfported ~ith the idea of men coming purpofely from Pretane to fettle among them : this fet thofe miffionaries o£I: who were
to fix here, in very_high fpirits.
7th. Manne Manne was as good as his word, coming early
alongfide with three hogs, fome fowls, bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and
a quantity of their cloth; the whole intended as a prefent for his
'tayo, the captain. He made a long oration, defcriptive of all the fhips
'and captains which had touched at Otaheite, with the names of the
gods of Ulietea; but faid, that Otaheite had none but from him,

...
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acknowledging the Britifh God to be the heft, and that he fuould
requeft Otoo to worfhip him, and to order the peQple to do the fame.
Soon after Peter the Swede arrived from a diftant part of the ifland
with more fruit, and a remarkably large hog, the two fides of which,
exclufive of the head and entrails, 'weighed three hundred and forty
pounds ; it- had on each fide of its mouth two large tufks ; for ufe it
was far too fat for us, and as many fmall pigs were brought in t~e
courfe of the day, but little of it was eaten.
Manne Manne, the aged high-prieft, had brought :five of his
wives with him on board, not one of which exceeded :fifteen years
old, and defired.he might fleep in the cabin; and, according to the
cuftom of the country, ·very" cordially defired Captain Wilfon, his
tayo, to take his choice, ?,nd could hardly perfuade hirnfelf he was
ferious in declining the offer; nor failed the next morning to inquire
of them which he had chofen. This brought on a converfation on
the nature of their cuftoms ; the captain explained to the old prieft,
how little fuch a ftate of polygamy was fuited ·to happinefs ; that
no woman could be either fo attached, faithful, affectionate, or
careful to promote domeftic felicity, as where the heart was :fixed
on one object without a rival. The old prieft did not at all relifh this
docl:rine·, and faid, fuch was not the cuftom of Otaheite ;, but the
ladies highly approved, and faid the Pritane cuftom was my ty,
my ty, very good.
Manne Manne was now very defirous for us to go to Eimeo with
the ihip, and there land the miffionaries under his protection, making
ufe of al~ his rhetoric to perfuade the captain, and bringing the
two Swedes, whom he feems to have much under his command, to
prove that Pomarre never acted honourably by the Englifh, or any
other, after he had done with their fervices·; that themfelves had
affifted him in his wars, had been the principal inftruments of his
fuccefs; but, fince his turn was ferved, he would hardly give them
a fmall hog. This, and all they urged, might have gained credit
with us, as all the late voyagers have related incidents which mark

., MARCH.]

FIRST MISSIONARY VOYAGE

this chief's character with felfifhnefs; but, on the other fide, it
mi~ht be <ililferred, that thefe Swedes, after they had lent their affifrance, might be unreafonable, and even infolent in their demanas, and by fuch conduct render it neceifary for Pomarre to treat
them with bare civility only. Therefore, concluding them prejudiced: and tlie old priefr only arguing from views of interefr, it
was refolved, that as Otaheite was the mofr eligible ifland, the fettlement fhould firfr be made there; and the friendihip and protection
of Pomarre and his fon Otoo be courted by kindnefs and attachment
to his interefr, to be expreifed and ihewn on every occafron ; but
never to take any part in their wars, except as mediators.-In the interval of fair weather, betwixt daybreak and eight o'clock, we purchafed a few things from the canoes alongfide, merely to pleafe them;
for the liberality of our friends had left us no other plea.
The rain beginning again as violent as before, prevented the mif.fionaries landing till near eleven in the forenoon; when the captain,
Mr. Jefferfon (preiident), with a few more of the mi.ffionaries, went
on fhore, accompanied by Manne Manne and Peter. The native~
had aifembled upon the beach to the number of four or five hundred, and as •the boat approached fome ran into the water, and lay- ,
ing hoki of her Iiauled her aground ; then took the captain and
miffi~naries on their backs, and carried them dry on ihore. They
were received by the young king ( Otoo) and his wife Tetua, both
carried- on men's ihoulders; each took the captain by the hand, and
in dumb filence furveyed him attentively, looking in his face and
minutely examining every part of his drefs: they beheld the brethren
alfo with much the fame curiofity. The queen opened Mr. Cover's
ihirt at the breafl: and :fieeves, .and feemed afroniihed at fo clear a
fight of the blue veins. That this ihould be the cafe now, after fo
many vifits from Europeans, may furprife fome; but let fuch confider, that though the oldefr and the middle-aged have been fully gra-t:ified in thefe refpects, the young ones have as yet feen very little;
for there could be but fmall difference between themfelve~ and the
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dark complexions' of the naked ihipwrecked failors who had lately
taken refuge amongfr them.
The captain now informed the king, through Peter as interpreter, that our only inducement for leaving Pretane to come and
vifit them was to do them good, by infrructing them in the heft
and mofr ufeful things ; and for this end, fome good men of
our number intended to fettle among them ; requiring, on their
part, the free gift of a piece of land fufficiently frocked with breadfruit and cocoa-nut trees, and fo large as to contain a garden and
admit of houfes being built upon it ; that this land ihould be their
own; that they would not, on any account, intermeddle in their
wars, nor employ their arms but for {elf-defence;. and at aU times
fhould live free and unmolefred among them: to which if he confented, they would fray on the ifland; if not, they wouJ.d go
elfewhere. Much pains were taken to make this plain ; bu,t as Otoo
appears to be a vacant-looking perfon, I _doubt whether he undeiftood the half of it, though he figni:fied the large houfe was our
own, and we might take what land we pleafed.
After this, Manne Manne ftood up in the middle of the ring, and
·made a long :fpeech, palling many encomiums on Pretane• . When
all was over, the king, frill holding the captain by the hand, led him
'to the houfe, thence to the beach, and fo on; till, tired, he requefred
·to return on board. When arrived at the boat, Otoo. defired to hear
the muikets fired, and, t0 gratify him, the four they had were di£.
charged twice; with which compliment he feemed highly pleafed.
After dinner Otoo and his wife came off, each in a fm.all canoe,
with only one man paddling :" whilfl: they went fev.eral times. round
the fhip, the queen was frequently baling her canoe vv;ith a cocoa-nut
ihell. This may help to form an idea of what a queen.is in Otaheite•.
They would not ventur~ on board, becaufe wl?,erefoever.they come .is
deemed facred, none daring to enter there afte¾wards except theirproper domeilics ~
u
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He appears tall and well made, about feventeen; his queen handfome
and finely proportioned, about the fame age, and always carried about,
on fhore, on men's fhoulders. The king appears thoughtful, fpeaks
little, but furveys· things with attention. The miffionaries fuppofed
fomething majefl::ic in 'his appearance, but the captain thought him
ftupi-d, and to difrover little capacity. As he paddled round the fhip
he was offered the compliment of firing the great guns, but he begged
us not, as he wa's afraid, and the noife would hurt his ears.
Knowing there were women and children on board, they expre!Ted
a wifh to fee them, and when they walked to the fhip's :fide to fhew
themfelves, they fet up a cry of aclmiration and wonder. The fky
darkening-, they made towards fhore. We had loafed our fails to
dry, and bef~re we cou1d furl them there came on fuddenly a fmart
'fquall from . the N". E . antended with heavy rain, iightning, and
thunder ·; wkile it lafl::ed, the fhip drove about a cable's length, from
thirteen fathoms into ten.
At a meeting of the committee it was refolved; that, as the houfe
was now clear, they :fuould land this evening, in order to prepare for
the reception of the women ; b1it ~he rain continuing, prevented.
8th. ·It rained hard all the morning till about nine o'clock, w hen it
cleared up, a~d the miffionaries went on fhore with their chefl::s and
beds, and took po!feffion of their houfe. By the captain's defire, " I,"
fays Mr. Wm. Wilfon, " followed to affifl:: them• in planning their
" feparate apartments. A vafl:: conco.urfe of the natives had gathered
" on the beach, . watching who fhould land in the pinnace; amonob
" them were Otoo and his wife, carried upon men's fhoulders, as on
fu the preceding day. This, I underfl::and, is always the cuh:om
-1 " when they go beyond the precincts of their dwelling. The queen
" ufed the fame freedoms with m~ as ihe had done the day before
" with Mr. Cover, and, when gratified, put my fhirt neck and
•' :fleeves again in order. With one holding each hand, I was led
" about for a confiderable time, and might perhaps ~have been fo
1
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mofl:: of the day, had I not intimated that I had bu:finef~ to do
within the houfe. He immediately walked with me to the door,
but would not enter, becaufe the houfe would then become facred
to himfelf.
" However, before he let me go, he introduced a woman named
'' Whyeridde, the :fifl::er of Iddeah, and alfo wife of Pomar;e : her
' ' Otoo wiiru:d me to take as a tayo. And confideririg that I was
" but a tranfient v.ifitor, who knew not how far· a refofal might
" difoblige him, I confented tQ e~change names, and was imrne" diately wrapped in cloth; bdides, in the·counfe of. the- day, feve,ral
"' hog8, bot~ alive and ready dneffed, were font n::i.~ as p,refents."
The firili thing we fet about with. the hoiife ·w4s to clofe it qu(te
roum:Lwith the thicker fort of bamboo, fixing a door OR each.fide, and
by this means to keep the natives from crowding fo much upon us.
The feveral births or apartments were next( planned,. and partitions of
fmalier bamboo begun; but in confequence of the great difl::ance the
nativ;es had to go up the valley for thefe bamboos, the work ·w~nt
but flowly on; though one man. ftripped his own houfe to fopply
us. In the arrangement, the married people had a part of on~ fide
to themfelves, and tlie :fingle men the othe:r fide: all tlb.efe apartments
:were. at ome <md, ancL ch.ofen by lot. NQit to them weJie rnarrkecL Qut
a fl::ore-room, library, and a place fo_r, the doctor and bis medicines.
To enclofe the whole, a partition went from fide to fide, with two
lock doors. The remaining fpace was left for a chapel, an.cl! into it ,
the outer doors opened.
Several of the arreoies of Ulietea ha.vimg arrived here a.bout the fame
time as we did with the fhip , they with their h.ei.vas ma.de much the
fame fl::i,r in Matavai as a company of fl::rollimg players often do in the
fmall villages of our OWlil country. Probabl.yr the hop~s of pleafl.11g
the Englifh £hangers was alfo a fpur to their exertion, for either in
our fight or our hearing they were engaged the whole day in fome
fport or other. In the afternoon they coHected in great numbers
before the door of our houfe, and began a kind <i>f box-fighti.t1g or
''
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wreftling. Firft forming a ring, within it 11:ood about a dozen of the
ftouteft fellows, with their backs to the crowd and faces towards each
other. The~ the game began with an ad of defiance or challenge,
made by beatmg heavy ftrokes with the flat hand upon the left arm
above the elbow, where this part was quite black with the ~epeated
ftrokes it had received. At lafi one fteps forward to the centre of
the circle; another, who thinks himfelf an equal match, advances
to meet him; fometimes only a fmart blow or two enfues before they
fall bac~ again into their places. At another time, after advancing
and gaz1~g at ea~h other for a while, one will fuddenly plump the
top o_f h~s head mto the face of his opponent, and this caufo:ig him
to ret1re m the dumps, fets all the crowd a-laughing. The worfi of
the game is, ~hen one gets an advantageous hold of his adverfary:
a fevere wreft~mg then takes place, and it is only at the expenfe of
ftrength, and blood, and hair, that they will fubmit to be parted.
Manne Manne fent us in three hogs ready dreffed for dinner, with
baked bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, &c. He laid them on a large piece
of cloth, and invited us to fall to, but not before we had called up~n
God to blefs it. We found it very good, though we had yet neither
di:fh, fpoon, knife, fork, table, nor chair. Innumerable prefents
came in from the various chiefs who were courting our friendihip;
and W(; were•all dreffed in Otaheite cloth.
During the day the houfe was crowded with natives, which made
it prudent to keep a guard over our property, though there appeared
no defign nor attempt at depredation. At the approach of evening we
commanded filence; and, h~ving fung an hymn, Mr. Jefferfon
offered up prayer to our Lord: during the fervice the natives behaved
very orderly and attentive: At night we requefied them to retire,
and return in the moi;.p.ing, which they did in the moil: peaceable
manner, and we received not the leafi difturbance from them. We
then held our ufual daily family worfhip; and, having fopped on
the plenty of provifions which remained, we retired to refi, admiring
the wondrous providence of our God. Lord, thou haft been better
.+
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to us than all our fears : grant us firmer faith in thy care, that we may
be able to trufi thee more in a future day!
How gracioufly has the Lord difplayed his arm for us ii.nee leaving
our native ihores, in traverfing a tracklefs ocean, and opening a door
in thefe heathen lanas, we truft, to diffufe his everlafiing gofpel here.
May the Lord make us burning and fhining lights !
The king held all our hands, · and f11ook them, as did the queen,
examining our clothes very minutely, and took particular notice of
Mr. Lewis's umbrella, which, on his expanding it to fhew its ufe,
they both made iigns not to lift it over ,their heads, left it ihould,
according to their cufioms, become thereby facred to their own ufe.
Their attention to us is fo1gularly engaging.
9th. This morning the natives came to our houfe before feven
o'clock, made a fire, boiled our water, and prepared the bread-fruit
and cocoa-nuts. The king and queen vifited us feveral times in the
courfe of the day.
This morning alfo Inna Madua, the widow of Oreepiah (brother
to Pomarre ), lately deceafed, paid us a vifit, accompanied by two
chief women. Oreepiah was much attached to the Englifh; and his
widow, fuppofing us forry for his lofs, on entering the cabin burfi
into tear.s, and continued this expreffion of grief till we all fympathized with her. However, this did not lafi long; for they foon
became cheerful, breakfafied, and dined on board, as did Manne
Manne, and towards evening they all went on ihore ; but as no fuitable prefents were yet got out of the hold, they were defired to renew
• the next day, when fome things ihould be in readinefs
their vifit
for them. Thefe, with the tayos of the crew and miffionaries, filled
all parts of the fhip with hogs, fruit, and cloth.
Otoo paddled round the iliip in his canoe, as he had done the day
before, and calling out for fomething to eat, the captain fent him,
in one of our dillies, half of a roafi pig, and fome bifcuit, with which
he fet off for the"fhore, feemingly much pleafed.
K Z
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'!he bulinefs o~ the houfe did not go on to-day with much alacrity,
owmg to the natives ilackening in their officioufnefa, fo that we got
but_
b'amboos; however, in the afternoon fome were difpatched,
ta:ktng my woi:d, as an ,:earee of the pa.hie ( an officer of the -£hip),
that .they fhoultl be tewarded for their trouble; accordingly in the
evenmg we had as many 'brought to the houfe as would keep us
employed all the following day. .As on board, fo at the houfe,
'nuthb~rle~s prefents were .brought, confifting a.f live hogs, cocoa-nuts,
bread-frmt, -and-<llorh, 'WhiGh are ·their fraple articles; and befides
thefe, ~ore ready-dreffed meat was brought than the brethren and
•the natnres etnploy-etl tould mnfume. But in the midfr of this prof~fion, fome wer~ apprehenfive of rts being followed with inconvemen~e and embarrallinents, and therefore wholly difapproved of
makmg t.ayos fo ,foon.
. · W~il~ the bufinefs was going on afhore, the crew were employed
m we1~hm~ the anchor, warping farther up the bay, and mooring
the fh1p with the. two bowers. Peter, the Swede, alfo brought his
canoe, and foch thmgs as the millionaries firft wanted were difpatched
on ihor~. Thermometer 76½
10th. The wind eafrerly, moderate and pleafant weather. The
-people employed hoifring out of the hold and fending fundries afhore
on account of the million.
To-day the captain ~anded for the purpofe of prefenting fome fhewy
drelfas to the young king and his wife. They met him at the beach
as_ ufual. Peter informed him of what was intended, and, !hewing
him the box which contained the treafure, defired Otoo to walk towards
lhis houfe, a teinporaxy _fhed they had erected for the purpofe of being
near_ our people. This was complied with; and when they came
near, th~ captain, fr~pping u~der a tree, ordered them to form a ring,
and1plac1ng th~ box m the_midfr, Ot00 was requefred to alight, that
the brethren might drefs him; he replied, ,By and by, and gazed fullenly for a confiderable time, till -the patience of the captain was .pretty

fe"':

0

•

•

TO THE SOUTH-SEA ISLANDS.
MARCH.]
well exhaufred; repeating ,the requeft and receiving no anfw~r, they
opened the box, and on taking out the drefs for the queen, :!he mftantly
alighted from the man's !boulder, and Otoo followed her example. T~e
fancy cap fitted her exceedingly well, and :fhe feemed very proud of 1t,
but it was only by unrjpping that the other articles could be put upon
her or Otoo. The captain told him that the earees of Pretane thou~ht ·
he was not yet fo il:out a man. Dreffed complete in this gaudy attire,
the furrounding crowd gazed upon them with admiration. She, ~rue
to the foibles of her fex, appeared delighted, but Otoo thought little
of them, faying an ax, a mufket, a knife, or pair of fciffars were
more valuable: which was faying µiore for himfelf than we expected, or that he had even fenfe to do.
Jufl: as the ceremony was e~ded, ~anne Mann~ a_ppea~ed b~fore
the houfe, and calling the captain to him, clothed him rn a Tahe1tean
drefs, putting an elegant breaft-plate over all. They t~en walked
towards the Britifh houfe, where they found the work gomg on very
well ; and it being paft noon, the old prieft accompanied the captain
on board to dinner.
th. The o·ew employed in fending [up.dries on fhore on account
11
of the million. At the houfe they were very bufy fitting up the
apartments for the women, ,w.ho~ it was intended to land in the
afternoon. The brethren had informed the natives, that next day
bting the clay of the Eatooa, no work would be done, nor any thing
received; therefore, on this account, they brought what pr6vifions
might ferve till fylonday,, but were in reality fufficient_to hift a. week.
After dinner the pinnace was manned for the women and children,
and by the captain's defire I accompanied them on fhore. Vaft numbers of the natives crowded to the beach to gratify their curiofity, all
behaving with great refpelt and very peace~ble. . Otoo anq. his wife
kept for a while at a little diftance, feemmgly m doubt whethe~ he
fhould rapproach the women; but thinki~g it proper to falute him,
he was ~ little e11couraged : however, he ftill kept filence, and all the
way as we walked to the lioufe, gazed ftupidly, like another Gymon.
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The houfe was furrounded all the afternoon by the· natives, who
were much delighted with the two children, and fent often for them
and the women to ihew themfelves at the door. In the duik of the
.ev~ning ~hey all retired; and this, the brethren remark, they have
umforrnl! done :fince they firft landed. Orders being likewife given
at the ih1p for none of their canoes to come near on the Sunday, they
fupplied us in the fame plentiful manner as they had done the mifiionaries.
As Manne M·anne had already diftinguifhed himfelf as a very
ufeful man, ·be:fides bringing feveral hogs, fruit, &c'. the captain,
~o rec~mpenfe him in part, made him 'a handfome prefent, leaving
It to h1mfelf to .enumerate the articles which he moft needed•, to do
this he was at no lofs, having great prefence of mind on fuch occa:fions; .
therefore he run off a long lift of things which he wanted for a fmall
fchooner which he was building at Eimeo ; of thefe fuch as we had
to fpare were given to him.
As yet we have had no reafon to complain of any improper behaviour
in _the- Otaheiteans, men or women. Neither have we loft a :fingle
article to our kno_w ledge, though many have unavoidably been much
expofed.
· The goodnefs and love of God to us fhould be graven on the tables
of our ~earts. After prayer the brethren retired to reft.
Before the Otaheiteans departed they were informed no work would
be done the next day, and they aiked if it would be more devoted to
prayer than the other days, and were told it would.
The Sunday paffed very quietly, not one canoe coming near the
:£hip; and on fhore no interruption was attempted, the natives, witn
the king and queen, attending, and conducting themfelves in pea-ce
and good order. A difcuffion took place among the brethren concerning the propriety of fpeaking to the natives upon the -i mportant
(ubject of their miffio~, when it was- agreed that the pre:fident
{Mr. Jeffcrfon) ihould addrefs them through the medium of Andrew
the Swede as interpreter. Accordingly, at three o'clock in the af...
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ternoon, they met for this purpofe, feveral of the natives being prefent both within and without the houfe ; and as foon as Andrew
interpreted the firft fentence, ·finding the difcourfo directed to them,
they placed themfelves in attentive poftures. When they underftood
a little of what was faid, they put very pertinent queftions ; among
others, doubting whether we would beftow aught that. could be
efteemed a benefit equally on all. They aiked, whether the mef. fage of the Britifh God was to the toutous as well as to the king and
chiefs? They were anfwered in the affirmative; and further, Mr.
Jefferfon, pointing to his brethren, told them that they were the
meffengers of the only true God; and that though all men had offended him, he was, notwithftanding, a merciful God ; conferring
on thofe who believed his word great bleffings in this life, and after
death took them to a ftate of eternal happinefs. Otoo was prefent,
but; according to human judgment, his ftubborn, unteachable nature feems to be the laft that any impreffion can be made upon. We
retired to reft, thankful for the occurrences of the day, and for the
promifing profpects before us through the providence of our God.
13th. Wind eafi:erly, and pleafant weather. The crew employed
in hoiiling up goods, and fending various 4rticles on ihore on account
of the miffion; two of the brethren from each party dividing a large
cheft of books.
The natives had perfectly underftood that the prohibition was but
for yefterday, · for early in the morning feveral canoes were alongfide,
and in one of them, with our conftant friend Manne Manne, came
feveral chiefs and their wives ; but the principal perfon to be introduced at this time was the father of Pomarre, Otew, formerly
Whappai, who is a very venerable looking man, aged about feventy,
his head covered with gray hairs, and his chin with a remarkable
white beard: his name had once been Otoo; but, on the birth
of his fon, in compliance with the general cuftom, he changed
it to Otew. As ufual, he prefented the captain with a piece of cloth
and a pig, receiving in return, and on account of his rank, two

'

72

F'IRS'P MISSIONARY VOYAGE

[ 1797.

.i\1ARCH,]

axes, four pair of f-ciffars, and four knives, two looking-glaffes and
two old :lhirts, which was all he afked for; and it appears that
their requefts always include the uttnoft bounds of their expectation;
fo that to add aught more is quite fuperfluous and unneeeffary.
When breakfaft was ready, moft of our vifitors went upon deck, .
feemingly through a ferrfe of good manners and a fear of offending,
which we may fuppo{e them to have l«arnt from former vifitors,
who, for their own fakes, rnight have taught them thus much; for
it certainly would be very uncomfortal:ile to have them crowding at
meals continually: but Manne Manne had no fcruples, and, as if
confcious of a right, placed himfdf next his tayo at table, and
being exceedingly fond of the tea and our bread and butter, played
rather an epicurean part. In the forenoon Otoo and the queen fent
off to beg leave of the captain to fend him tlieir prefents ; to which
ceremonial an anfwer was made in the affirmative; and in confequence thereof we had them preferrrly alongfide: the king's con..
iifted of thirteen live hogs, and three ready dre1Ted ; the queen'g was
one dreffed, fix alive, and a bale of cloth; themfelves followed in a large
double canoe, accompanied by Otoo's younger brother, now prince of
Tiaraboo. They would not come on board, but e.xpreffed a wi:lh for
a great gun to be fired; and, to gratify them, two were caft loofe:
~1anne Manne took the match, and though almoft blind ,, i h age,
he boldly fired them off; with which ad: of his own ~ourage he
was highly tranfported. Their ftay was :lhort; for after they had
paddled twice or thrice round the !hip, they returned to the :lhore.
About .four in ~he afternoon Pomarre and his wife Iddeah, having
juft arrived from Tiaraboo, paid their firft vifit at the !hip; beiides
his ufua-I at'.t'errdants a number of others had put themfeives in his
train. When alongfide he refufed to come farther till the captain
fhewed himfelf; this being done, he immediately afcended the nde,
and coming on- to the quarter-deck, wrapped four pieces of cloth
round the captain as his own prefent; then taking that off, repeated
the operation with the like quantity in the name of Iddeah. While
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he was doing this, I thought joy evident in his count_enance, and
fad to find in him a picture of good-nature very different from
d. .
f C k's
was g
. . :{;
the morofe figure which reprefents. him m o_me e Itlons o . oo
voyages . and could not help thinking that his prefence, which we
now enj~yed, would afford pleafure to thoufands in refined. Eur~pe,
who have heard fo r&uch of the hofpitality and favour this prince
of favages has always !hewn to his viiitors.
The firft ceremonies over, he told the captain ~hat he ~ould fend
provifions and whatever we had occafion for while _we fiaid at Otaheite. When feated in the cabin, he expreffed h1~ reg~rd for the
Engli:lh, and called King George his friend. On this t_he mterpreter
was defired to inform him, that King George lov~d him, and t~at
tbe earees of Pretane did the fame ; and that out of regard for him
and his people, they had fent this !hip with fome of the heft men,
purpofely to do them good ; and then defired to kno':, _whether he
was pleafed that part of -our number :lhould refide on his i!land. ~e
immediately anfwered in the affirmative.' A piece of land for th~ir
ufe was next mentioned to him; to which, after a few words. w~th
.
·
counfellor Iddeah, he anfwered, that the whole d1ftnct
h 1s
pnvy
.
·h ·
h
of. Matava.i fhould be given to the Engh:lh, to do. wit It w _at
they pleafed; obferving, that Pyteah, the prefent chief of the dif. .o. W as a good old man '. that it would be for the benefit
of. our
tfl1...L,
.
people to permit him to hold his refidenc: near to the1r ~welli~gr. ,• and that he, according to orders wluch :lhould be given bhim,
h ou1e
·
would enforce obedience from the natives,. and obli~e t~em to rmg
whatever the Engli:lh wanted of the produce of the d1fi:nct.
Thefe moil: important matters to us being. fettled, _as fa: ~s th_ey
could be for the prefent, tlie chief thought It w~s _time to mq_mre
after entertainments; and firft fky-rockets, next the vi?lm and dan~mg,
and Iafi:ly the bagpipe, which he hur_n~rou!l"! defcnb~d by p~ttmg a
bundle of cloth under his arm, and twiftmg ·h1s body like a Highland
·
When we told them that we had none of thefe, they feemed
piper.
d
rather dejected; therefore, to revive them 1 a few tunes were playe
•
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upon the German flute by Mr. Bowell and one·of the feamen, though it
plainly appeared that more lively mufic would have pleafed them better~
Pomarre intimating a wiili. to fleep on board, it was granted; he
then a£ked leave for his wife and fervant, which was alfo complied
with. It may be proper to remark here, that Iddeah, though frill
con:fidered as the wife of Pomarre, . has not for a confiderable time
cohabited with him, but with one of her to'rrtous (or fervants )., by
\V horn ihe has had one child, and is again pregnant ; her ·younger
frfl:er, Why'reede, next cohabited with the chief, but left him
through diflike for one of far inferior rank; and his prefent wife is
a very fiout young woman, but of what condition we could not
learn. However, it is evidently clear, that they hefitate little about
mixing with the lower orders of the people ;· but if iffue ihould be
the canfequence of th(fe. connexions, it is rarely the pride of rank
f~ffers the poor infants to live an hour ~fter they are born. At fopper the chief devoured a whole fowl, with the addition of about two
pounds of pork, and drank proportionally.·
At the houfe all was peace and quietnefs with the natives, and
nothing particular is noticed in the mifiionary journal, except a few·
expreif10ns. of difTatisfaction concerning their brethren leaving them to
go to the Frien~ly Hlands~
·
To-day received as prefents twenty-two liv:e hogs ,and :five ready drefTed..
I 4th.
This morning Manne Manne and feveral others came on
board, all behaving refpetl:fully to Pomarre. The captain, in order .
to_cultivate his friendili.ip, made him a prefent of an excellent :finglecafed metal "".'atch, with which he wa~ vcry much pleafed; obferving,.
that none before ever made him a prefent of the kind. As we knew
him quite ignorant how to manage a watch,. Peter (the Swede) was
directed to wind it up for him every day. Thermometer 76°. Pomarre>·
his young wife, Iddeah, and the old priefr, breakfafied and. dined with
us. The tea jufi fuitea their tafre ; and at dinner the two chiefs.
drank of tl?-e wine eagerly. The captain ili.ewing fome unwillingnefs.
to indulge Manne Maru:ie to a gi:eater degree,. he anfwered to the
1
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following purport :-that as he was going on fhore to facrifice a man
to the-Eatooa, he took it to raife his courage. Expreffing our abhor..
rence of fo cruel a defign, he became filent ; and his friend Peter de..
fired-him never to mention any thing of the kind to us.
By a letter from Mr. Jefferfon (the prefident), it appears that the
apprehenfions of thofe on ihore, both for their perfons and property,
are much increafed; alfo their fufpicions of the profefTed friend:fhip
of the natives, who, they hear, have formed the defign of ruili.ing
_upon them and taking
away; in confequence of which they urge
the neceffity of the whole body fettling at this place. But for fuch
fofp1cions there does not appear the ili.adow of fear; nothing can be
more pea:ceful, kind, and fubmiffive, than the natives, affifiing them
readily ·i n all their ·preparations. Pomarre and Iddeah, in the afternoon, vifited the houfe, and viewed the improvements made with
wonder and delight. They partook of a difh of tea with us; one
of his attendants poured the tea from the cup to the faucer, and then
held it to his mouth: this is the way at every meal J his dignity
will not permit him to feed himfelf. When he had fini:fhed, he
reqi,1efied the faucer might be kept for his fut~re ufe, and that no
woman might be permitted to touch it. We were furprifed to fee fo
flout a man:, perhaps the largefi in the whole ifland, fed like a
cuckoo.
15th. Moderate breezes and pleafant weather; employed on boa.rd
hoifiing up goods, and landing them on account of the miffion.
Received ten butts of water by fwimming them off. Thermometer 76°.
On {hore the brethren were bufied making a faw-pit, and fitting
itp their apartments. Among ·t he remarks of this day they fay,
" Several Otaheiteans vitited us a.s ufual, continuing to bring hogs.,
" fruit, &c. Pomarre and his attendants were with us at family
"' wor!hip,; ·after which the prefident informed him of the nature
" of our miffion; to teach them our G9d and Saviour; to learn
'-' them to read the fpeaking book of wifdom, and to infrrucl: them in
'" all ufeful arts; which he applauded, as he ·had_already done at the.
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" fhip, and faid it was my fy, my ty, very g ood; and added, that
1
,' ' he would fend his fons for infrnicl:ion-." · ·
•
He came not ·near-· the fhip to-day, out returned his watch· very
much damaged, which we fupp_ofe to be the reafon why he abfented
himfelf: no doubt a hatchet would now have been ,efreemed a -prefen.t
of greater worth, •though the glitter, of a watch pleafed him more at
firfr.
· · By another letter· from the prefi,dent it appears th,at the brethren
are frill more· afraid of the natives than before; and this in· confequence of being told by the Swedes that an attack upon them is in~
tended fhortly to be made: they therefore requefr an addition of arms
and ammunition, • and farther · urge the apparent nece:ffity of the
whole body remaining I at Otaheite.. The captain wrote a few_lines
in anfwer, which brought Mr. Jefferfon on board·; when, in a con ....
ference with the brethren intended for ~he Fr-iendly Hles and Mar..quefas, he laid before them the grounds cf tli.eir fears, and requefredi
they _w ould join them. T0 this they , faid that they could not give
a direcl: reply, but ddire& to. have till the following day to ·confider
the matter. This feems a mere bugbear a:nd artifice of the,Swedes.
16th. The brethren on board having debated the fubject of
yefrerday, and concluding the above-mentioned fears groundlefs, and
by no means caufe fufficient for them to confine the whole effort of
the fociety to one i:fiand, and thereby difappoint the hopes of many
of its valuable members at home; they therefore returned their ultimate anfwer in the negative.
·
This· being the day appointed by Pomarre for ce_ding in form the
difrdct of Matavai to the Engliih, the captain landed upon Point
Venus ; was there re·ceived by the chief, and conducted near to the
iniffionary houfe. Mofr of .the brethren from the fhip, and all orr
ihore, were prefent at this ceremony. ' Peter the Sw~de took, · as
ufual, the office of interpreter. " The fcene," fays Mr. Bowell,
•' was latd before the door of the mi:ffionary hm1fe, at fome difrance
" from which a rope was frretched to keep off the crowd. Pomarre,
-+

MARCH.]

TO THE SOUTH-SEA ISLANDS.

"
"
"
"
''
"
''
"
~'
"
"'
"'
"'
"
"
"
~'
"

77

Iddeah, Otoo, his wife and brothers, went alfo without the
rope. Manne Manne, who alone acl:ed the part of conveyancer,
remained within with the captain and brethren. He then defired
Peter to tell the captain all that he fhould fay, and began by prefacing his oration with towa, towa, hear I in order to attract
general attention ; then went on enumerating all the Eatooas of
Otaheite, Eimeo, and the Society I:fies ; next the difrricl:s and their
chiefs in regular or-der; and lafrly the fhips and their commanders,
from Wallis, Bougainville, and Cook, down to the Duff and her
captain : concluding· with the · formal furrender of the ·difrrict of
Matavai : obferving, that we might take what houfes, &ees, fruit,.
hogs, &c. we thought proper. This frrange fpeech was delivered
very_deliberately by the old priefr, who, while he fpoke, fat in an
odd pofrure, half bent upon his heels, holding with one hand the
rope, and frequently fcratching -his head and rubbing his eyes with
the other. Thefe peculiarities were caught by his mimicking
countrymen, who afterwards turned them into humorous pantomime."
A converfation now took place between the captain and Manne
Manne, concerning the going to war with his enemies. Manne
Manne import~ned the captain to affifr him again.ft Ulietea, of which
he had been king , but was driven from it feveral years ago. Being
told that w.e had no orders •to fight, except in our own defence, and
that other· fhips might come witn different infrrucl:ions, and who
might have _no objection to join him in fuch enterprifes, he replied,
that he might be dead before that might happen. " Well, then,"
fays the captain, " your fon may acl: in Y<?ur place, and be reinil:ated
in your kingdom." To this he anfwered fmartly, " I would'
" rather fee it done with my own eyes." The brethren obferving his
relucl:ance to
pofitive denial upon this point, Mr. Cover faid,
that they would a:ffifr to fini:fh the veffel which he was building ; an~
when they had learnt the language, would go to Ulietea ~nd talk to
the people on th~ fubje~. This for the prefent fatisfied him, and
0

1

"

a

,

FIRST MISSIONARY VOYAGE .
the bufinefs ended; Pomarre, 0too, and the other chiefs, 1haking
·hand$ with the captain and brethren. T4us a door feems opening
for the gofpel at Ulietea, whither fome of the brethren purpofe to go
as foon as they have the language.
17th. Wind eafterly, with moderate and pleafant weather. Set
up our rigging, and rafted . alongfide fifteen butts of water, which
cotp.pleted our ftock; and as we propofed to fail in a day or two,
feveral articles were fent on {hore to enabl~ the brethren to go on with
their work, with a quantity of nails, &c. for trade during our ab.
fence; alfo tea, cheefe, and what elfe we could fpare of that nature.
None of the ~hiefs came near us to-day, and but few canoes. The
young king and Pomarre paid a vifit at the houfe, when Mr. Jefferfon
took occafion to fpeak to him concerning the education of his children; reprefcnt.ing it as a m.atter of the greateft importance both to
them and the people of 0taheite; and that he would be highly
blameable to neglect the opportuni~y which their coming afforded.
The chief's mind feemed imprelfed with the truth of what was faid,
and he immediately fpoke to Otoo, who returned a very unfavourable
anfw~r : " He did not want to learn Englifh." " I have a very bad
" opinion of 0too," fays Mr. Jefferfon. And certainly appearances
are much againft him; however, we may reafonably hope, that the
example of our people, and the exhibition of arts which muft appear
wonderful in their eyes, may in time excite in his mind a thirfi after
knowledge. They expreifed high delight on the garden engine
playing, and c-afling water on the thatch of the houfe. Thermometer 76f0 •
18th. Wind from N. E. to E. S. E~ moderate and pleafant weather; employed clearing the fhip for fea. · In the afternoon Pomarre
and Iddeah came on board, acc~mpanied by Manne Manne, and
Peter to interpret; A prefent of cloth was made the captain, and
by a large cheft wh_ich they had brought with them in the canoe, we
could fee what they expected ; but feigning not to underftand, as
they handed it up the fide, the captain inquired of the chief what
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he meant to do with it. He feemed greatly perplexed how to anfwer
this queftion, till at l~ft he faid, that he only wanted the loc~ repaired. He was then directed to take it on fhore to the blackfm1th;
but this embar.raifed him more than before; and feeing no other way
to free himfelf, he faid with a fmil;, that it was intended to hold
the prefent which. the captain might be pleafed to make to him and
Iddeah; and requefted that it fhould be put into the cabin, to pre..
vent his people from feeing what he received. When feated below,
he was aiked what he would like to have; but feeming at a lofs what
to name, the old prieft, whofe wits are always ready, helped him
out: and firft axes ahowroo, ahowroo, that is, twice ten, Gr ten for
himfelf and ten for Iddeah; then for each five {hirts, eight lookingglaifes, fix pair of fciifars, :fix knives, :fifty nails, and five combs :
befides thefe, were added to his part, one caft-iron pot, one razor,
and a blanket. The whole was put into the cheft, and fecured by
the lock, which was very good. . He then acknowledged hirnfelf
content; but going ·afterwards betwix·t decks, where the brethren.
had feveral things lying loofe, he craved for fomething of all that
he faw ;. but as they knew how well he had fared in the cabin,,
they gratified him with ve1y little. I ha.ve been thus•p~ticular, ~ecaufe the incidents of this day, do, in a meafure, characl:enze the chief.
The brethren intended for the Friendly Hles,, confider1ng that none
of the ordained min-ifters were to-accompany them, ehofe from their.
number Mr. Seth K.elfo, to. be their paftor, and urged to thofe on
fhore the propriety of ordaining him· and John Harris previous to
their departure. This they very readily confented to, and .the next
day, being Sunday ,.was appointed for that purpofe. Thermometer 7.6°.
· 1 9th.
The fame order$ being iifued as for _laft fabbat:h, but two·
or three canoes were off il'l the bay, and feemg that we took no
notice of them, they foon returned to the fhore. To-day, at the
miffionary houfe, were ordained Seth Kelfo and John Harris,. minifters to tbe places Qf their refpective deftination.
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The tranfaclio
· day bemg
·
·
fingular, a more full report
.
ns of t Ius
d
d
cannot but give fatisfact ·
.
. 10n, an ten to encourage greatly our hopes
as to the ultimate obJect of our miffion.
. It ha:7ing been made known th!3-t we intended to ~ddrefs the natives _this morning, numbers of them affembled early round our
~wel!1~g ; among them was Pomarre and his fi.fter : he had been
m_quu,1,ng a day or two before concerning our fpeaking to them·, and
::id,_
he had been dreaming about the book which ihould be fent
h1m from the Eatooa."
At ten o'clock we called the natives together under the cover of
fo::1e fhady trees near our houfe ; and a long form being placed, Po..
_marre was_ reque.fted to feat himfelf on it with the brethren, the ··reft
of the natives .ftanding or fitting in a circle round us. Mr. Cover
addreffed them from the words of St. John, " God fo loved the
" worl~, that he gave his only begotten Son, that they who believe
. on h:m ihould not periih, but have everlafting life;" the Swede
mterpretmg , fentence _by fentence as he fpoke. The Otaheiteans were
iilent and folemnly attentive. After · fervice Pomarre took brother
~over by the hand, and pronounced the word of approbation , , My
ty_, my ty." Being a:fked, " If he had under.ftood what was
" fa1d. ?" h e repr1ed , '' There were no fuch things before in Ota" heite; and they were not to be learned at once but that h
~• woul~ ·wait the co11:ing of (the Eatooa) God." De,firing to kno,;
if he might be permitted to attend again he was told yes B ·
d
•
'
,
.
emg
con ucled mto the houfe, he and his- wife dined with us and
departed.
'

:~en

About three . o'clock · the ordination folemnity of the brethren
Kelf~ and ~arns took place; they were fet apart for their work by
the 1mpofit10n of hands of our ordained brethren. Brother Cover
preached , the ordination fermon, and delivered the charge. brothe
Jefferfon ha~ing made the inquiry of the candidates refpecling thei;
call and ob1ed:s, and brothers Lewis and Eyre prayed at the corri..
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mencement and end of the fervice. The communfon clofed the
folemnity, which was to us all a moft refre!hing and comfortable
ordinance ; and for the fir.ft time the bread-fruit of Otaheite was
ufed as the fymbol of the broken body of our Lord, and received in
commemoration of his dying love.
Manne Manne was pre:!ent during the whole fervice, and very
attentive, particularly during the admini.ftration of the Lord's fupper;
he placed himfelf in the circle with the brethren, and when they
paffed him he ihifted his .fituation farther on, in hopes of partaking
with them.
20th. Pomarre, Iddeah, and all our Saturday's guefl:s, viuted us
again to-day, bringing more cloth and fome fowls for fea .ftock. They
.ftaid dinner; the chief, fed by his head man, ate heartily, and
cl.rank a large ihare of a bottle of wine, evincing rather a covetous
defire for it, as he would hardly allow Manne Manne to have a glafs
with him. On the appearance of rain they took their lfaVe, wiihing
us a good voyage, and expreffing a hope of our fpeedy return.
As Peter the Swede had offered to go with us to the Friendly
Hlands, the captain confented, thinking that he might be fe~viceable
on fome occafions as interpreter. He purpofed taking with him a
young woman named Tanno Manno, with whom he had for fome
time lived as his wife, a man the mutineers had named Tom, and
a boy called Harraway. The two laft Mr. Crook, who had already
made great proficiency in the Otaheitean language, thought might
be great helps to him. On this account the . captain permitted
them to go with us alfo. The natives under.ftood we were now
about to leave them for fome months, but the captain's intention was
to lie a few days at Eimeo, and, previous to fetting off for the Marquefas, -to touch again in Matavai bay, when we might probably
learn how the natives were likely to behave during our abfence.
Matters being thus fettled, we took with us Mr. William Puckey,
by trade a carpenter, to examine Manne Manne's veffel, and fee
whether fhe was worthy their a:ffi.ftance to fini!h her. After dark
M
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in the evening a canoe 'came afongfide from Eimeo ; in her was a
,Swede named John, whom
. we had not feen before•, him his countrymen reported to be in a fr~te of infanity, _and by his difcourfe
we thought him a little fo. On his part, he complained much of the
treatment which he had received from his fhipmates fince they
landed_; and expreffed a defire to return to Europe. The captain, in
anfwer, told him, that at prefent he could not keep him on board;
that he was on the point of failing, and would in a few months
retur~; in the mean while he might ~ay at the miilionary houfe,
and 1f he behaved well he fhould have a paffage with us : he is a
native of Stockholm, about forty years old, and feems much reduced
by ficknefs.
~
On Mr. Puckey's coming on board, fome converfation paffed on
-the propriety of the brethren's . arming themfelves on fhore, and
keeping watch night and day; which thofe on board difapproved.
He replied to them very fatisfacl:orily, that their intention in takinoarms was not to injure the natives, much kfs to plant the gofpel b;.
human power;• but merely as a means ordained of God for the protection of their perfons an~ property duril}g the abfence of tli.e ~ip.
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ABOUT an hour before daylight we .weighed, with a light air from
the S. E. which taking us· but :£lowly out of the bay, the natives,
perceiving the fails fet, hurried off in their canoes, eager to get a few
articles more before we departed. At feven A. M. a frefh g~le fpringing up from the N. E. attended with thunder and lightning, we left
them, and by ten o'clock were off the north-eaft part of Eimeo, when·
it again fell little wind. We kept running along the edge of the coral
reefs towards Ta.loo hai"bour, and, at the difrance of half a cable's
length off, had irregular foundings, viz. fix, eight, twelve, and fourteen fathoms. The reef appeared to block up the harbour till we
were nearly abreafr of it, when a good entrance fhews itfelf. With
a light breeze we run clofe up to the fouth-eafr corner of the harbour,
and let go our anchor in ten fathoms water, and moored with the
fiream cable to a remarkably large tree which frands clofe to the
water's edge ; the Steeple cliff at the head of the harbour ,bearing
S. by E.
Ta.loo harbour is on the north fide of the ifland ; the bottom fo
clear, that you difrincl:ly fee the coral, with its beautiful branches:
The mouth of the harbour is abo~t ·a quarter of a mile broad; the
water of an amazing depth : this led into a mofr delightful bay, about
two miles wide arid three deep. This bay is beautifully furrounded with
trees; not the le~fr agitation of the water is per_ceivable on the beach, let
the wind blow from what quarter it may, it is fo perfectly land-locked.
We lay under a mo.untain ten times as high as our topgallant-mafr,
and perpendicular. There ·is a fine freih-water river running up fome
MZ
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m_iles, which a boat can afcend a mile or two, and {hips water with
the greateft eafe. It is the fecureft harbour I ever faw. It has a
border of low land, like Otaheite, covered · with bream-fruit, cocoanut, and other tre~s; and many of a different kind in the mountains,
fome very like lignum vitre; one fmall iiland is wholly covered with
this wood. Being in queft of a tree of 4ard wood, we found one,
but the axe would not ftand againft it, and we were obliged to ufe the
hand-faw.
Here I .firft faw a tiipapow: the Reih was quite gone; the fkin,
like parchment ftretched over the bones, remained : the natives feemed
averfe to our examining it. Two pofts about fix feet long are let into
the ground at each end; on_thefe a broad plank is laid, and the corpfe
is there extended, wrapped in cloth, to dry, and a fmall 1h6d, like a
boat inverted, placed _over it to keep out _the rain.
After dinner, the captain, Mr. Falconer, Wm. Puckey, ap.d Peter,
fet off in the pinn~ce to the place were Manne Manne's veffel was
building, and on their return gave but an unfavourable acc;unt of
her. In length ihe was forty-two feet, but difproportioned in her
breadth, by being fuller aft than forward, and the timbers were too
[mall for her fize. In this excurfion the captain fhot a wild duck and
two fmall birds, and Mr. Falconer caught with the feine about a
dozen fifh. All the afternoon the fhip was furrounded by the natives,
among whom were feveral women, who expreffed, by their loofe'geftures, a great defire to be taken on board, but had the mortification to
meet with no eneouragement. Several articles were offered to barter,
but no hogs, owing to the rahoo ( or prohibition) - being in force atthis t:ime. This rahoo is 1aid on by the chiefs to repair the defolations
_their inordinate feaftings make, and is always religioufly 6bferved by
the peopk. It feems that the whole ifland of Ei.meo was at this
time ~nd.er this injunction, but at .O taheite it is only impofed on a
few diftricts at one time, during which none of the re:6dents dare fell
:-i. pig, or kill one for their own ufe. However, they may take hogs
from thofe diftricl:s that are free> and ufe them as they pl:afe. A
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rahoo is alfo frequently laid upon the fi{h; at which time poles-with
a flag at top are ftuck upon the reefs, where they are not fuffered to be
taken. It is not improbable that this cuftotn _m ight have its origin
coeval with the firft peopling of the iflands, or at leaft when they
poffeffed few animals, and have b€en introduced from motive~
of economy. However this may have been, it is now becom~
fometimes an act of injuftice and tyranny in the chiefs, whofe
, impolitic proceedings are extremely deftructive to th~ general welfare.
But of this ·there will be ·octafion fo fpeak more particularly, when
their feveral cuftoms are noticed. At prnfent we felt no inconvenience
from this law, our decks being already crowded with ·the hogs we
had brought from Matavai: however, had we .:flood in need, there
were none to be got, for in the abfence of Iddeah and Manne Manne
no chief ~as here of fuffi.cient authority to repeal it.
22d.
Light airs of wind and pleafant weather, with a few flying
fuowers- of rain. The crew employed painting the ihip, making
a new mizen, and putting the rigging in order.
An affair happened this morning, of which the brethren made fome
account: eight of them, by permiffion of the captain, ·took.the jollyboat to a frefh~water creek at the head of the harbour, with the intent
to wa{h their linen, but returned in a ihort time, under a perfuafion
that the natives meant to rob them of their bundles, and to do them
further mifchief. " W~ put off," fays Mr. Bowell, " from the
" ihip, but took no arms with us; a double canoe, full of men,
" alfo two -fingle ones, followed us; and when the boat entered
'' the creek, multitudes of people were feen running along the ihore,
" fome with white :fl:icks in their hands: others, with clappers of
" pearl oyfl:er-iheHs, were feemingly convening more -of their coun-· ·
" trymen together; and when we lalfded they wen\:· cro~ding from
" all quarters, but ftill behaved peaceably; and thofe vVho held {pears
" ihewed us in what manner they ufed them. Their numbers•in.
"' creafing, we thought it moft prudent to keep our bundles fa.ft,.
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and
return to the fhi~; as th~ quantity of linen we had brought
.
was perhaps a temptation tpo great for them-to refifr. This refolution we immedia~ely put in practice; and we were allowed to return without molefration."
Soon after they got on board, a meeting of all the brethren was held
in the cabin, to debate on the propriety of taking fire-arms on fhore ·
with them at· Tongataboo. Brother Kelfo open~d .the meeting in the
ufual Il)-anner; after which the captain, as prdident, informed them ,
of the reafons of being convened; and,' after a long converfation upon
the fubje~, .there appe~red, on a divifion-for taking muikets to
defend their perfons and property, brothers Harper, Kelfo, Nobs,
Shelly, Veefon, and vyilkinfon-again~ it, Bowel.I, Buchanan, and
Cooper.
Before the me~ting broke up · there were fome remonfrrances addrdfed to Mdfrs. Harris and Crook, co,ncerning_thelr going to the
Marquefas in fo fmall a number; to ;Vhich t!:ey anfwered, That
liaving long fince ma1e that place thejr cpoice, they were frill in the
fame mind, nor did they entertain a doubt.of ~eeting with a favourable reception : and on this account they did not think it neceffary
for the fhip to revjfit them, but would rather, if the propofal met
with the captain's approbation, that the fhip fho1Jld firft go to ·the
Friendly Iflands, and then proceeding to the Marquefas, a vafr expenfe
of time would be faved, and the captain be enabled to fray a month
or more to fee them fafely fettled.-This propofal was approved and
·
adopted as our future plan. .
About thirty. canoes, filled. with men and women, kept p~ddling
around us all t~e day; a_greater number, who had no caqoes, but
. only a log of wood, and fome n9thing, diverted themfelves in the water
feveral hours together, and if a _[mall trinket was thrown in, they
would dive fame fathoms after it, _and were in general fore to bring
it up.
J'he night was very dark, and about eleven o'clock the watch faw
J
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a naked native ftanding in the main chains; and attempting to feize
him, he le.aped into the water, and made his efcape, taking with hifn
four yards of our electric chain.
23d. Sent· the boat to the c;eek for a turn of water, but when it.
came we could not drink it, by reafon of a bitternefs, imbibed probably from the trees and :lhrubs on its· banks'; however,. on the
weft fide, and not far from the head of the harbour, an excellent
fpriI).g of water was found. The natives furrou'nded us as yefterday,
but with .little to barter.
24th. Fine pleafant we~ther. Many natives from different parts
of the ifland were to-day viewing the fhip with apparent admiration; .and perhaps , it is no erroneous opinion to fuppofe that
there never was a fhip in thofe parts fo ornamented with figures to
attract their attention. None appeared with arms, but all roguifhly
inclined, on which account we would not fuffer one of them to come
upon our decks; but, notwithfi:anding our precautions, they found
means to fteal the rudder out of the jolly-boat lying alongfide. While
we were at dinner in the cabin a canoe
. came clofe under the ftern ,
and a tall fellow, getting up upon the back of the rudder, reached
his hand up, apd fnatched away a book which lay jufr within the '
cabin windows; he then immediately fell back, and made a plunge in
the water. This we heard, and ftarting up, infifi:ed upon their
putting the canoe alongfide, but this they refufed' to do, anci began
to fet off towards the fhore, as did all the refi: that were near us.
Thinking this action too daring to be overlooked, and clemency, fo.
often extended, only an excitement to greater depredations, a few
fmall fhot were fired, which made them take to the water, and ikulk
behind the canoe. Two of the feamen in our jolly-boat tried in vain
to catch the offender, for he·, with the dexterity of a wild duck i~
the water, duded a11 their attempts to lay hold of him; and it was
only with the help of the pinnace, and frightening him with a muf._
ket, that we caught him · at laft. When alongfi.de, he trembled
through fear of being p.u t to death, and fi:ruggled hard to get into
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the water again, but making a rope fafr round his body, he was
·hoifted on board, and lafhed up to the rigging, in fight of his countrymen, who ftood ranged along the beach ia expectation of feeing
him punifhed. As Peter was · on fhore at this time, the delinquent
was kept bound till he returned on board; in the mean while the
natives, obferving nothing wa~ done to him, came _around us as
befor~. When Peter arrived, he was defired to tell the man in what
light we confidered his offence, and that if he or any other perfon
was found do_ing the lik~ again, they would certainly be feverely puniihed; and that the reafon why we let him go at this time was merely
becaufe we had not warned_ him of the confequence before. To this
he faid, he would not do fo again, and took his leave with joy in his
countenance.
The bad conduct of the captain's fteward had been often noted ;
though the miffionaries were reluctant to complain. This had at
lafl: exhaufted the patience of the captain, who turned him out of the
cabin before the maft. This evening, going on ihore with others to
bathe, he fecreted himf~lf, having contrived to get fome of his things
on ihore unknown to any but the Swede. This caufed us much
forrow of mind, as he had mad~, on coming on board, a profeffion
of godlinefs, though his conduct had very little adorned it. W~
feared that this man, thus leaving the ihip and indulging in all the
abominable practices of the heathen, would prove a great reproach
and plague to us ; and fo we afterwards found it to be.
Having now finiihed the painting of the ihip, and· put her otherwife in good order, the ftream cable was ordered to be cafl: off from
the tree on ihore, and all things to be in readinefs for proceeding to
fea with the land breeze in the morning. Orders were given alfo
that a good look-out ihould be kept during this night, as we had
fome reafon to apprehend that we ihould be vifited by thieves in the
dark; therefore two muikets were placed in readinefs. As we expected, fo it proved; for about ope o'clock in the morning, when it
was very dark, a man was heard fwimming under the !hip's bows,
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clofe to the cable, and perhaps with an intent to cut it ; a muiket
was fired, which fet him off with great precipitancy towards the
ihore.
25th. At fix A. M. with a liglit air at S.S. E. we weighed and
fiood out of Ta.loo harbour, which as we cleared we found the wind
more to the eaftward. Several of the natives in their canoes followed
us quite out to fea, expreffing a greater de.fire to tra~e with us than
they had done all the time we lay among them.
Concerning the people of this ifiand we learnt but ,little, not earing
to trufr ourfelves in fmall parties on :lhore, •for forr they' :lhould retaliate on us the vengeance which Captain Cook inflicl:ed upon them
for ftealing his goats. However, we obferved in thofe who came
alongfide, that they had nof attained to that frank affable behaviour
towards ftrangers, that the Otaheiteans have in general : neither
were they fo ikilful in bartering; and in ~very point of civiliz'ation
feemed far behind that people : which difference I cannot otherwife
account for, than by fuppofing them lefs vifited by ftrangers from
Ulietea and the other ifiands than Otaheite is. For it is certain that
the vafr number · of arreoies which refort to the latter place do not
only, by virtue of their privileges, oblige to the exercife of hofpitality,
the parent of many facial qualities, b"4t by their addrefs, knowfodge
of the ifiands, and various talents to pleafe, they contribute to inform
the minds and foften the manners of thofe they vi fit. In their perfons
they differ nothing from the Otaheiteans, except it · be in a jewi!h
cafl: of countenance, which is here more general: and a greater pro~
portion of their women are of a low fiature, but equal in the fymmetry of features .
We faw but few canoes, and thofe were very indifferent ones both
in fize and goodnefs, nor were there any figns of their being poffeffed
of many.
As for the ifland itfelf, it feems to have fuffered great convulfions
either from earthquakes or other vio1ent caufes. Mofr of the hills
N

TO THE SOUTH-SEA ISLANDS•

. FIRST MISSIONARY VOYAGE
are high,· poi11,ted at their tops, with broken rugged :fides, particu. larly about ,'\,aloo, harbour, frGm the entrance of which ,they have a
very {hiking appearance. The low grounds are covered with cocoanut, bread-fruit, ~nd other trees, all growing luxuriantly, and without
~are. or culture. They have alfo all the roots, &c. in common with
the other iiland_s. And here the cows are that C 4pt~in Cook left with
~hem, but they are \ittle attend~µ to, as it is faid that they are wild, and
that none of the nati-~es dare apprpach them : there is no bull. We
did intend to ~aye landed i_n purfuit of the cows, and to have taken
them to Matav~i; but as all the chiefs w~re abfent, it was thought
prudent to r~lin.51.u}ili the plan· for fear of mifchief from the natives.
To·wards eveping :we;; fa·w Tethuroa, . low land, about twenty-four
miles fr<?m Otal}e~te. I~ con:{ifi:s of fix or ieven iilets very near e_a ch
other, not many; fe~t above .the level of the fea, c·overed with cocoanuts; but no bread-frui~, which q1ey are not allowed to cultivate.
It belongs_to• the ki.ng , but Manne Manne claims it. The natives,.
about three thouf~nd, are employed in fifhing for the chiefs at Ota~eite, and bring back pread-fruit and other tliings in exchange. ·
26th. About four iri the afternoon we t~cked the fhip clofe in with
One Tree hill, hoifi:ed our colours, and fired a gun; upon hearing
of which, . Meffrs: Cover, Lewis, Henry, Glllham, and others came
off in a double canoe, and r.eported that all was well, that they had
now no reafon to entertain apprehenfion of future mifchief from the
nat~ves, who, they fay, ufually leave their houfe about :Gx o'clock in the
~vening, and revi:fit them regularly at an early hour in the morning.
The chiefs alfo were behaving .extreme!y well. Since we left, them
they had made Manne Manne a chefr, which pleafed him. Pomarre
had jufr fet off to another difi:riet, after prom'i:Gng to be with them
again .in a day or two. They were all in go9d health; and refpeeling
provifions, the natives continued to fupply them plentifully with all
that the ifland afforded. This pleafing intelligence could not fail to
fatisfy us, and alfo to_reconcile them to the departure of their prethren.

Therefore we took leave of our friends, hoifi:ed in the pinnace, and
made fail for the Friendly Ifiinds, after fe~ding on ihore materials
for a fl.at-bottomed boat, to be built during our abfence.
Nothing could have exceeded the kindnefs and attention of the
natives; every day they attended our worfhip, and heard fuch addreffes
as we were able to make to them through an interpreter. This fo·fi:
experiment of the fhip's abfence had removed all the brethren's fea:s;
and they faw us quit the harbour only with the tendernefs of parting
friends, w ho hoped again fhortly to meet and rejoice together; wiiliipg
their mfffionary brethren good fpeed iii the f~veral p.Jaces of. their defi:ination ; yet not without many tears.
'- <
The wind being frefh to eafi:, we filled our topfails, and left rthem,
far afi:eni.. The brethren, who had.come off hafi:ily; iri the can0e, impro• vidently came away w ithout the paddles:; feveral canoes being near,
they borrowed two, and fome loofe boards were in the canoe with
them ; :with thefe they tried to pull her ahead in vain, .the wind
blowing from that point to which they. wanted to go. The <::rofs piece
..of ·the canoe, it being a double one, gave way, the la{hing being
nearly cu.t through; fo they paffed a rope round .the bottom, •l;l.hd fecured
.it. Th~y were, -how~ver-, obliged to bear away beyond One Tree
hill, .and travel home on foot, leaving the canoe 3tnd her cargo to the
care of the natives, who were very faithful, and brought her back the

next day.
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VIII.

Divifion of t"he Mijfionaries.-Voyrzge to 'Io11gataboo.-Occurrences
1
•
• ~ _'
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there during the fir.fl Vifit.
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mu.fl: now interrupt the account of the tranfactions at Ota.:heite, to follow our other· brethren through the deep; on the ihip's
r.etlliin they ihall be recorded.
The day following:our depa,rture from Matavai we paired to the
fouthward of theSociety Hlands,,in fight of Huaheine, Ulietea, Otaha,
and Bolabola; then, with a fine fair wind and pleafant weather,
fhaped our coii,rfe for PalmeDil:oro.'s ifland, which we intended to vifit,
as it fay directly i.n olltr1 way. Accorclingly, on the firft of April,
a litore before day, we faw it, l?ea~illlg weft, didl:ant al!,out two leagues; ,
then riinning1nearer, hoifted out the pinnace and jolly-boat, and
attempted landing on the fouth-ea{l:ernmoft ifl©t; hµt finding it
impra&icable there, bFl. accoun~ of the :C't.1tf breaking high on ev.ery.
part bf.the, .fun:oundfog reef;· we bore down to the next ifiet, which
is the fouth-wefternmoft, and found it almoft as bad to land upon.
as that which we had left. A fquall of wind and heavy rain coming
on, we returned to the ihip, for fear any accident :(hould happen to
the boats. About eight o'clock the weather cleared up, and we made
a fecond attempt, :finding that by reafon of the tide of ebb the furf
had fallen confiderably; yet there appeared no place where we could
land the boats with fafety. Abundance of cocoa-nut trees covered.
the iflet, and to get at them was )our object-; therefore Otaheitean
Tom, the third mate, and one of the feamen, taking with them the
end of a line, leaped into the water and ventured into the furf, where, ·
with great difficulty, they effected a footing on the coral rocks which
~
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compofe the reef, after getting their legs, arms, and different parts of
their bodies, much cut with the iharp points of the coral. They had
:ftiil to walk near a quarter of a mile before they got to the dry beach,
fo that the fmall quantity of cocoa-nuts which they could have brought
to the boat would not have beeri a recompence for the troll;ble of procuring .t hem ; but about half-ebb we obferved a fmall opening or
gutter in the reef, into which we rowed, and found it cleep enough
for the boats to pafs clear over to the beach, where we could frep
out dry, and lie within :fifty yards of the trees. We now applied
gurfelves to the obje<fr in view, and foon fent both the boats off loaded
with cocoa-nuts, keeping the two Ota~iteans on fhore to climb the
trees, a taik. which they performed with much more eafe than we
could. · The water had now fallen fo much, that on the return of the
bo~ts they were obliged to lie at the outer edge of the reef, in a fmall
creek about ten yar.ds wide and twenty long, and covered from the
fo,rce of the fea by the rocks projecting on each fide. They were
again loaded with cocoa-nuts, and grafs for the ufe of the goats;
and it now being late in the evening we returned on board, hoi~ed
the boats in, and made fail, having got in the courfe of the day five
hundred and thirty. cocoa-nuts;
Palmerfton's ifland was difcovered by Captain Cook on ·his fecond
voy4ge: it confifts of a group of fmall iflets, eight or nine in number, connected together by a reef of coral rocks, and lying in .t
direction nearly circular. The iflet we landed upon is not a mile in
circuit, and at high water is not more than four or :five feet above the
level of the fea. The foil is coral fand, with an upper ftratum of
blackifh mould produced from rotten vegetables. All the inner area.
of the iilet is covered with cocoa-nut trees, which decaying and falling
fucceffively form a thick underwood:' without thefe, near to the
beach, are the wharra tree, and others of various forts. We faw
vafr numbers of men of war birds, tropic birds, and boobies. Among
the ~rees there was plenty of red crabs, dragging after them a ihell
in form of a periwinkle, but larger~ being in diameter about two or
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three inches ; when they run along the ground they only put their
-~laws out, but when we touched them, they drew themfelves wholly
rnto their fhell.
We alfo faw the beautiful fubrnarine grotto defcribed in C ook's
third voyage. " At one part of the reef which bounds · the lake
·:: wit~in, -a!moft even with the furface, there is a large bed of coral,
wh1eh affords a moil: enchanting profpett. Its bafe, which is
" .fixed to the fhore, extends fo far that it cannot be feen, fo that it
-' ' appears to be fufpended in the water. The fea was then unruffled
" and the refulgence of the fun exp0fed the various forts of coral i 1~
" the moil: beautiful .order; fame parts luxuriantly branching into
" the water, others appearing in a vaft variety of figures, and the
:: whole heightened by fpang~es of the ric~eft colours, glowing from
a ~umber of large clams mterfperfed m every part. Even this
'' delightful fcene was greatly improved by the multitude of .fiihe~
" tha_t gently glided along, feemingly with the moil: perfect fecurity;
'' their colours were the moil: beautiful that can be imagined blue
'' yeIIow, black, red, &c. far excelling any thing that can be
' pro-,
" duced by art." This is the defcription which they o-ive of this
grott~, and is n~thing exaggerated, for it is certainly: great and
be_autiful produchon of nature. We beheld it with pleafure, and
with the~ regretted, that a work fo aftonifhingly elegant ihould be
concealed m a place fo feldom explored by the huma:n eye.
There are no traces of this ifland having ever been inhabited . a
piece of ~ canoe lay upon the beach, probably .the fame as was f;en
by Cook's people, and which they conjecl:ur~ might have drifted
from another ifland; but as there are rats upon the ifland, which both
they and we faw, hence a query is fuggefted, how or by what means
they could come to this place? They fuppofe it might be in the
canoe, which is not at all likely, becaufe they afford ·hardly a-place
of concealment for them ; and if there were men in the canoe, it is
very probable that they fuffered much from hunger, therefore it
would be abford to think they would not fea~·ch their canoe for every

'

-

..

TO THE SOUTH-SEA ISLANDS.

95

hidde~ rnorfel; or, finding a rat, to fuppofe they would fpare it. It
is doubtlefs more ju:fl: to conclude they were drifted here on fome
hollow tree or root, which being before their place of fhelter, and torn
up by fome tempeft, might be ca:fl: upon this fhore.
On Wednefday the fifth of April we faw Sa·vage iiland, but did
not get near it before dark. In paffing the north end we perceived
three lights, and on the weft fide feven more; by their motion we
fuppofed them to be on the water, and feemingly in canoes a-fifhing.
The natives of this ifland fhewed a ferocious and ho:fl:ile difpofition. to
Captain Cook and his people in I 774, when he difcovered it; on which
account he called it Savage iiland. His account of themfhews the danger of landing among any of thofe iflanders who have not previoufly
had intercourfe with Europeans; alfo the abfolute neceffity, when
obliged to land, of being able to repel them by force when attacked.
We ought to lay it down as a truth, that neither in places.already
known, where the inhabitants have acted con:fl:antly in a hoftile
manner, nor yet in new iflands which voyagers may difcover, are the
natives to be tru:fl:ed with the power of their lives; for in general
they aFe fo tenacious of thei-r territory and of their canoes, fo covetous of all we po!fefs, and under a perfuafion that all ftrangers
are enemies, that they will, either by force or cunning , aim at
the lives of thofe who are fo unhappy as to place any confidence in
them, till fome friendly intercourfe has been e:fl:ablifhed.
We now fhaped our courfe for Tongataboo, and on our paffagc
thither fuch arti_cles were forted out as it was thought the brethren
might with fomc fafety take with them on their firft landing. On·
Sunday the 9th, at ten A. M. we faw the land; and at noon the
ifiand of Eooa bore S.W. di:fl:ant feven or eight leagues. Aeha-lf
pail: four in the evening we tacked to the ea:fl:ward, the {maJJ. ilfand
of Eoo-aije bearing S. S.W. ½W. di:fl:ant three miles, and then hove to
for the night, during which we had light winds and conftant rain.
At daylight, it continuing ftill' dark and hazy·, we could fee no land
until feven A. M. when it ceafed raining, and the weather gradually
;z
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clearing up, Eoo-aije bore W. and Eooa S. by W.; the wind alfo
".'ee:red in our favour from W. N.W. to N. by W. and frefhening to
a bri{k gale we fl:ood in for the harbour of Tongataboo. The
natives of Eooa had obferved us the preceding day; for a canoe. with
four men, which mufl: have put off from that ifiand before daylight,
was now paddling c!.fter the fhip. This circumfl:ance gave us fome
pleafure, as it both- evinced. t~eir.defire for our articles, and a confidence in us.
~ailing to the northward of Eoo-aije, we fl:eered W. S. W. to.
the entrancij, then W. by _S. and W. up the harbour, followed by
the above canoe and feveral others, which put off from the eafl:ern
part of the main iiland and the iflets that lie fc~ttered upon the reef.
One of the lai:ge failing kind, with about fixty perfons upon her
£latform, kept clofe to windward of us, and proved herfelf the
better failer_by running ahead with eafe, then fiackening their fheet
and falling afl:em, .then runn_ing ahead again, and fo on; the :£hip,
at the fame time, going fix knots and a half by the log, topgallantfails and fl:ayfails fet. It appeared evident, that, had they chofen,
they could have run at the rate of feven knots and a half or eight
knots a,n hour.
In failing into the harbour we kept the north reef on board, until
we came to the narrow channel which bends to the N.W. which .
we got through after making two or three ihort ta,cks with the tide
fl:rong in our favour; then running a little way further, paffing
Makahaa we hauled to the fouthward, and anchored in nine fathoms,
on a bottom of foft fand, abdut three q~~rters of a mile from the
fmaU ifiand of Pangimod90, and mo0red with a fl:ream anchor and
cable to the S.W. Once more, through a gracious :providence, fafe
anchored in the hayen where we would. be.
•
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CHAPTER

IX.

'

Oaurrences during the fir.fl Vijit to 'Iongataboo.
'

OUR followers lwere now all eager -to come on board; but though
we were willing to grant them every prudent indulgence, yet they
were too nume;ous to have free accefs : -therefore about twenty only
were admitted; .and by placing"fentries-akmg each fide of the deck,
we· fucceeded in keeping the ref!: off, though very importunate to be
on b.,oard. The· a0I_T1mo~ties they offered for barter confifl:ed of hogs,
bread-fruit, _~ocoa-nuts; yams, fpears, clubs ( which none were with!Jtit)_,. and various article~ ingenioufiy manufacl:ured; but their demands we~e fo high that but little was purchafed. Neither the
Swedes nor Otaheitearis c_o uld underfl:and what they faid more than
ourfelves, which
only increafed the difficulty of trading with
fuch · fcrupulous d_ealers., but embarraffed .us in no fmall degree to
know how 'to .f~ttle the moFe impottan,t bufmefs of the miffionaries.
After g.inner, a.< chief named Futtafaihe was i{ltroduced. to t~e cap..
tain, as; a Ferf.on· of great power in Tong~taboo ; and indeed fuch
he appeared : he.· was aboµt , forty years ?f age, fl:0ut ~nd well propor~ioned, of an .open:, , f(ee countenance; noble Idemeanour,. and a
gait ftately, or llather·~pompous, for lDy . it alone we fuould have
ta:ken him. for a 'Very, great man; and by the attenti~n with which
he furveyed every 9bjecl:; he appeared to poffefs ~n inquifitive· mind.
He talked a good deal in the cabin, but all we could collect from it
w.as, that he was a great chief; and that fome white men were on
the 1:!land, and that he would bring, them with him on th~ following
day. After the captain had mad~ him -a prefent of an ax, a lookingglafs, and fome other articles, he took his . leave; and was ·hardly
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from the !hip. when two Europeans made their appearance; they
c;ime alongfide without hefitation, and flipping on board with alacrity,
gave us the unfpeakable pleafure of hear,i ng our own language fpoken
by them; a pleafure which proved at · once our neceility of fuch
infl:ruments, and our great difl:ance from home; for in theiT couri..;
tenance, one. of them efpecially, there was~ fo much of the villain
marked, tha~ 'in :England a well-difpofed perfon would fhun them as
he would a fwindler or· a pickpocket. However, bad as they appeared to be, as they have to act a pa~t in future, I fhall infert their
account of themfelyes. One of them, named Benjamin Ambler,
fays, that he was born in the pariih of Shadwell, London; and that
his parents now keep a public-houfe in Cannon Street. - He is a bG>ltl,
talkative, prefuming · fellow; feems to fpeak the language fluently,
and fays that he learnt it with great facility. John Connelly is a
.native of Cork in !rel.and~ by trade a cooper, and is far lefs talkative
than his· comrade. ·Ambler fays that they left London in a fhip
called the Otter, in which they ·failed to America; and there, for the
fake of better wages, left her to go in an .American veffel bound t'o the
north-weft coafl: on the fur trade. · Ori their paffage outwarcls they .
touched at the iflands ·o f St. Paul and Amfl:erdam, wh;re they made
fome· fl:ay, catching" feals ; · and proceeded ·thence to the Friendly
Hlands, in hopes of procuring refrefhments; but having nothing but
old iron hoops to barter, the natives would not part with their hogs.
This induced thefe two, and four more, to leave the fhip; for their
falt provi:fions were fo bad as to be fcarcely eatable, and fo fcanty as
forced them upon a fhort ~owance ; therefore, dreading_their cafe
might foon b.e· worfe, they requefl:ed the captain, to difcharge them.
This he accordingly did, and they landed upon An:namo_oka, where·
another American veffel called foon afterwards, ·and being in want
of feamen, engaged three of their number. An Iri.lhman named
Morgan remained at Annamooka, ancl they two had been about thirteen months at Tongataboo. They are both young men, not exceeding the age of thirty.
, .
)
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Ambler informed us that. Futtafaihe was a great chief, and prefided over all the eafl:ern part of the ifland; but that there was an
old man named Tibo Moom6oe, of greater power, and generally
efl:eemed as king over the iiland : at prefent, they faid, he wa~ in a
bad fl:ate of health, for which reafon he could not gratify his defire
to come on board when the fhip firfl: came to ancho~; but that he
intended, if poffible, to· pay us a vifit on the morrow, or day following. From their high praifes of this old chief, we underfl:ood
that humanity to , his _people, and hofpitality to fl:rangers, were predominant traits of his character: This pleafing account of the chie~
encouraged the captain !o mention to Ambler the purpofe of our vifit,
the talents and character of the miilionaries, their intentions of fervice and good-will towards the natives, and to point out the certain
benefits which the latter ·would receive, if our people were fuffered
to live · unmolefl:ed among them; at the fame time he requefl:ed
their opinion of men fettling at this place with (uch views. To
this ,he replied, that the natives would certainly receive them gladly
and treat them with kindnefs ; but· refpecl:ing property, they could
give no ·aifurapce of its fafety. Connelly, who feemed to fpeak with
the greatefl: candour, expreffed the: danger their lives would be in if
encumbered wjth iron tools, they -attempted to defend themfelves
from private robbers, which 'character might apply to every man o.n
the iiland when fuch temptations lay in their way.
·
As for a houfe, they had no doubt . but Tibo· Moo!llooe would
give them' one, and. alfo protect ·their perfons ; but were of opinion,
that if all the ten lived with one chief they woul_d not be fo well
fupplied with provifion as if they were to feparate to different parts
of the ifland. This was nearly all that paffed at this time., or
indeed could, until T1bo Moomooe was acquainted therewith; for
which purpofe they . now left _us, firfl: promifing to return in the
morning with his anfwer.
While this was palling, a large double canoe approached, in
which were feveral chiefs , who, either with a view of obliging us,
0
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or to thew their .own arbitrary power, began driving the canoes from
the ihip, forcing them to the ihore as faft as they could paddle;
fome had part of their crews on board, and could no·t get fo quickly
away, which the chiefs obferving; came at a great rate under the
fhip's ftern where they lay, ran direcl: over one canoe, and, as we
thought, would have hurt the people, but by their dexterity in
diving and fwimming they efcaped fafe: the other6 feemed quite indifferent to what they had done, and there being now nothing to obfirucl: them, nor any farther fport, they came alongfide : one of
them, a remarkably fiout man., we were informed was admiral, or
rather the navigator of their fleets, when they go on expeditions to
the other iflands; another of note was Feenou, who we underftood
to be brother to him that was fo attach~d to Captain Cook. Each
of them received a prefent, ·and in a ihort time returned to the ihore,
w.hen the canoes again furrounded us to trade, demanding for half
a dozen cocoa-nuts what would purchafe a hundred at Otaheite. On
the approach of night they all left us very quietly.
. In the evening the captain and miffionaries held a meeting, where
it was agreed, that, if a favourable anfwer was received from Moomooe,
fome of the brethren !hould land as foon as poffible, to examine the
place, view the natives in their habitations, and fee how they ~ere
likely . to behave to them: after which they could more eafily determine what property it was fafe to take at firfi, and alfo the propri'ety
of taking arms.
During the night heavy rain and fqualls of wind from the N . W.
11th. At daylight th~ large double canoe came alongfide again,
and in her feveral of the thiefs 'who had vifited ,us on· the preceding
evening : thefe brought two hogs and a few yams, I fuppofe, in
return for the prefent which they had received. They-introduced
themfelves 'into the cabin without muc;h ceremony, and fat quietly
while we breakfafied: tea they rcfu(ed to take, but fome ate bifcuit
and butter with a feemingly good reli{h. About ten o'clock in the
forenoon Ambler and Connelly-came with a _prefent of three hogs and
1,
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fome yams from Moomooe, informing us that himfelf intended to
follow. Accordingly the venerable chief was very foon alongfide,
but was long before he durft venture up the ladder, fearing he had
not ftrength fufficient for the tafk; he at laft however made the trial,
but ':"as fo exhaufied thereby, that he was obliged to reft himfelf at
the gangway; thence his attendants led him to the quarter-deck ladder,
where he again fat down, faying that he would not go before the captain till he was ihaved : and to pleafe him in this, Mr. Harris began
the operation, and :finifhed it much to the fatisfacl:ion of this decent
chief, who then faluted the captain, and entered the cabin, followed
by twenty-two attendant chiefs and fervants: thefe fquatted themfelves
upon the floor, but the chief was placed in a chair, which he much
admired, thought he fat eafy in it, md, requefiing it as a prefent,
had it immediately given to l).im. He attentively furveyed the cabin
and its furniture, expreffing his admiration of all he faw, and afking
a number .of very pertinent queftions: as, of what wood were the
frames of the looking-glaifes, fuppofing apparently the whole to be
of a piece with the gilded o,ut:fide : the fame of the different coloured
painted woods. Nor did they feem to admire the ·beauty of the whole
more than the ·neatnefs of every part of the. workmanfhip. They
ex.a.mined minutely the jointing uf the chairs and of the mahogany
table, and expreffed no fmall degree of afl:oniihment at fililding ,themfelves fo far excelled ; for they cheri!h an. idea of being fuperior to all their neighbours. When told that the men we had ~rought to
live among them could teach them thofe arts, and alfo better things.,.
they feemed quite tranfported. This' favourable opportunity the
.captain improved, by mentioning every circumftance that coul<l raife
in their minds an high idea of the rrtiffionaries ; interrogating Moomooe as to , his willingnefs for them to refide there, ,a nd alfo what
·provi:fion he would make for them: to which he anfwered, that for
the prefent they ihould have a ·houfe nea:r his own, until one m ore
·fuitable could be provided ; they ihould , alrfo :liiave a piece of land
for their ufe ; and he would take care that neither their property nor
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perfons fhould be molefted : adding, that; if they pleafed, they _m ight
go on fhore ~nd.examine the houfe, when, if they did not like the
fituat-i-en, he--would order it to be removed to any fpot they preferred,
for this he could have done in a few hours .
For this purpofe I was fent in the ,pinn~ce, with Ambler and four
of the mi:ffionaries, and landed about four miles to the weftward
of where the fhip lay. · '..f.he natives, as the boat approached, crow1ed
the fhore, apparently to gratify their curiofi.ty only, for they all behaved peaceably, and fuffered us to pafs along unmolefted. From
the qeach ·we had to walk abo_u t half a mile, and when arrived at the
place, we found it furrounded by a fence of reeds fix feet high,
enclo:fing three or four acres of ground: on which ftood frve houf:s,
two large and three fmall : the largeft, intended for the mi:ffionaries,
was thirty-ux feet long, twenty broad, _roof fifteen feet high in the
middle, and floping to the :fides till only four feet from the ground,
reffing upon wood pillars, anq. opep all .round: the floor was raifed
about a foot, and covered with thicK clean matting. On the in:fide
there hung to the cro,fs beams an anchor, about fix hundred weight:
they had,_made a:fhift to cut the ring out with hatchets, and fhared it
a~ong the ch1efs. It was of Englifh . form, and probably the fame Cook loft in 1774, though Ambler informed us · they h_ad it from
Annamooka, where it was left by an American brig.
From this we paffed . to the other large houfe, which, we were
tol4 by Ambler, was facred to the God. of Pretane, and in this old
Moomooe fleeps when indifpo{ed, in hopes to obtain a cure. On the
floor were four large conch-fhells, with which they alarm the country
in- times of danger: and on the rafters were placed fpears, clubs,
hows and arrow_s, to receive from their ,i{Ylaginary deity fupernatmal
virtue, to render them fuccefsful againft their enemies. The whole
of this enclofure, we underftood, _was what the natives call.an abey;
of which there are feveral; it being their manner of laying out their
dwellings, and which is properly the freehold of the chiefs who oc..
cupy them.

D

TO THE SOUTH-SEA ISLANDS.

103

Our bufinefs being done, we returned to the fhip; where we· found
the natives taking their departure for the fhore. And in this interval
of reft from noife an:d tumult the captain and miilionaries met to
confult on what was now heft to be done. The latter had feen the
houfe, app;oved of it, but thought the ground attached thereto too
fmall for their purpofes of gardening and agriculture. Befides this·
objection, a11othe_r and greater was, that Moomooe, ·being an old man,
might foon die; in which cafe, efpecially if_ they were efteemed
ufeful, a difpute might arife among the chiefs about whofe property
they fhould be, or who :fhould be their next protect~i; · and were this
to happen before they had attained a knowledge of ihe language, they
would not only be in danger _of being ftripped of their property; but
alfo of loiing their lives.. A third objection was; · that tne· chiefs moft
ufually re:fiding at Aheefo, a place at the weft end of the ifland, and
drawing after them the- greater part of the inhabitants, would in
a great meafure -fruftrate their ufefulnefs. Therefore it was only
agr,eed to go to this houfe, if they could do no better;· but firft to fend .
Ambler early in the morning to Feenou Toogahowe, to propofe their
re:fiding with him; and, if he willingly embraced the offer, they would
immediately land with fuch part df their property only as they con.
fidered it was abfolutely neceffary to take.
Wl}ile Moom6oe and the crowd of chiefs were in the cabin, th~y
regaled themfelves with a bowl of ka.va, which, though a delicious
treat to them, was fo difgufting to us, that we could not po:ffibly
go to dinner till they had finifhed, ·when i(was near four in the af.
ternoon . .
. 12th. By daybreak in the mor_ning the canoes hurried off to the
!hip, endeavouring which fhould get neareft, to trade. Among our
vifitors of note the fir.ft was Fu.ttafaihe, who came early, bringing
Connelly with him; to fpeak to the captain to place five of the miffionaries with him. But for the reafons above mentioned, they would
not confent to live on this pai·t of the ifland, nor to feparate, if po:ffible,
till they wer~ better acquainted with the language and people : · a
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promife to vi.fit ~ -_whe~· they were fettled_ gave him but little fatif_faction.
, At nine a'clock Ambl~r came off with. Toogahowe,. who had already
agreed with the former to take all the brethren under his protection,
alfo to give them a_houfe; and the land attached to it, for their ufe.
Toogahowe, .by Ambler's account, is _the m_oft p0wBrful chief in the
ifland.; is the greateft warrior,-and in\confequence thereof is not only
a terror to the chiefs ·of Tongataboo, but likewife to thofe of the
adjacent ifiands, which he vifited not long ago in a hofiile ,\ray, and
quickly brought them under fubject,ion. We were further informed
concerning him, that on the death of a c~rta~n chief, the widow of the
former Pow.aha, refiding in Eooa, fent her fervant to poffefs the lands
which the deceafed had occupied, and which .now belonged by· right
to her; but before they arrived, Toogahowe had feized the property,
a nd refufed- to. deliver it up. The widow, whq had lJlany· adp.erents,
proeeedeci to dJ:jive him off by force;; .b~t ,the ~tteropt failed on her ,part,
and gave Toogabowe a preteict fer _fdiing all her po:ffeffi~ns, ap.d
driving her ancd. heli adher_e~ts fro.th Tonga:ta:boo. Since that he 11as
held his neighbo~rs in a ftate '?f fear; infomuch that it is thought
when Moomooe. ,die& he will be formally chofeq into his place of
great ~hief, or king of the .ifland. _He is a ~out man, a:r-id ,may be
about forty years. of age.; is of a fuJlen, morofe countenance_; fpeaks
very little, but, \vhen angry, belloyVS forth with a voice like the
·
·
roaring of a lion.
As· he cam~ nea1'. to. the !hipi.th.e na.tives' readily made. way for, his
canoe, and behaved w ith fuch gre~t awe in his prefence as te,nded to
confirm the account we had ·1nea-rd-, and led us tb confider him as the
moil proper perfom under, wh0fe pr;teltion we migpt place the brethren.
Ambler, _as above ment.ioned, ,had·al:teacty informed him of Qur defign;
but for the fatis£action ofithe.lill/iffi.onaries;the captain, in their prefence,
with Ambl~t; as iriter.preter,. -argain recited every particular of our intentions, and what we ieq_uired of them; obferving , that our fole inducement to come fo far was. to do them good, on which aq:ount we did
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not think ourfelves under the. leaft obligation to them for permitting
1.1s to fettle in their country, as was ·h inted the day before_by Moomooe ;
but, 9n the contrary , if -they were unwilling to receive our people on
the conditio.ns mentioned, or were not defirous of their fray, the cap~
tain's determination was, to depart in a friendly manner, without
landing a man. Toogahowe feemed to underftand the greater part
of what was faid, and made anfwer, that; if they chofe to land, they
might live there as they pleafed, and that nobody fhould hurt them;
and in the afternoon he would fend a double canoe to-take their -t hings
on fhore.
However, though . the chief comprehended what we
deemed fufficient for our prefent purpofe, it would be wr0ng to
fuppofe, after ·all our pains to make it plain, that he could have a
conception of the diiintereficd views 0f the' miffit0naries, nor yet
diveft himfelf -of the idea of conferring .a favou!', in ~eceiv-ing and
af~erwards maintaining them.
·Amblef', with Toogahowe, had not 'been lopg on board, when he
informed us of a deftgn, whic~, if ever put in execution, would
probably have ended the voyage, if not our lives, _at this pla,ce. The
plot, he told us, was t(? .attack the fhip, and at that moment every
man in eight large -double CcUIOes, and in many hundred fingle ones,
were apprized of the intention, and prepared to join as foon as the
attack commenced. This was alarming intelligence; and though we
fufpetl:ed it a forgery of Ambler's, yet it beho:ved us to credit it till
we had by fecret and expeditious means prepared to -repel them.
Accordingly~ the fmall arms .were laid in readinefs, and the g•reat
guns ~aft· loofe and loaded with grape fhot, and every man at his
quarters. Vve then turned all the natives 0ut of the !h-ip, except
Toogahowe a_n d his attendants, likewife ordered all the canoes from
al~ngfide-; and they, obferving an untlfual ftir upon the decks, and
the guns levelled at them, obeyed rathei: haftily:; drawing up in a
range ahead and afiern of the fhip., where they lay in that manner a
confiderable time, feemingly in expetl:ation of our firing afalute to divert
-them, as former navigator£ might perhaps have done. ' Finding at laft
p
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that. this 'was not what we intended, they wanted to come along.fide
again_; but only a few tingle ones were fuffered to ~pproach; nor
would we ever after permit the double canoes al;ng:fide, nQr to make
their rope faft to the ihip.
.
·
·
The truth of Ambler's information we could never learn. As for
the canoes iheering off fo readily, and lying ahead and aflern of the
1hip, as if no mifrhief had been intended, it is no proof of their
innocence, for cunning and indifference is, the fav~ge manner of
acting till they are openly detected. Wliat offends them is often of
f? trifling a nature, that, paffing without our notice, their revenge
comes unexpected. It was faid that Feenou, who came in the large
d9uble cano~ when we firfl anthored, was at the head of this plpt;
and his reafon for it, that he received nothing in return for a pig
which he brought us yeflerday, which pig the captain had con:fidered as a compe!}fation for what he received on his firfl viiit: but
Eeenou, \\'hen we faw him, flatly difowned having ever thought of
doing us ·the leaft mifchief; however, it ·gave us no fmall fatisfac-,
tion to fee the canoes difpetfe, for they c~mld not contain lefs than
three.thoufand men, each armed with a formidable club or fpear; fo
that, h,ad they made a ruih upon ·our decks, where were only thirty
undiftiplined men to oppofe them, they muft have fucceeded.
Jufl as this affai.r had fubfided, Moomooe called alongfide with a
prefent of a few yams for the captaii1, requefting in return a glafs of
red wine, faying that what he drank the day before had been ferviceable to him: a bottle was accordingly put into the canoe, and he
immedia~ely left us. .We were all much prejudiced in favour of this
old chief, and beheld w~th concern. that he was hafting fail to that
bourn from whence no traveller returns.
Futtafaihe and Mytyle, two great chiefs, came down between decks,
joined:_ with. us in our devotions, and followed ill our attitudes in , the
profoupdefl filence. They would fain have engaged us to go with
them; but at Ambler's perfuafion, and promife to learn us the language; .w e agreed to fix at his houfe.
i
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In the afternoon the canoe came for the miffionaries' things, and
was ·immediately loaded; Bowell, Buchanan, Gaulton, Harper,
Shelley, Veefon, and Wilkinfon, accompanied by B. Ambler, embarked in it, · and proceeded weflward to a place called Aheefo. A
petty chief, named Commabye, was ordered by Toogahowe to go
with them and fee that nothing was lofl. Kelfo, Cooper, and Nobs,
remained on board to prepare the refl of the things.
I 3th.
This morning, finding the natives crowd about'us as much
.as ever, and likely to be trouble~ome, the flream anchor was ordered
on board. A paffage out of this harbour by the north was a d_efirable
object, either in cafe of a ftrong eafterly wind, or an .attack from the
'natives, when by cutting the cable an°efcape might be effected: there- .
fore the captain intended to go in fearch of it ; and accordingly we
were under way by nine o'clock, and, with a fine breeze from the
eaflward and clear weather, flretched o'ver towards the fmall ifland
of Fafraa, into fix fathoms, broken ground; then flood towards
Attata~, founding as we run along in twelve, thirteen, and fourteen
fathoms, until within two miles of the latter ifland, where, feeing
the canoe coming with fome of the brethren in her, we anchored in
twelve fathoms, broken ground.
About three o'clock in the afternoon !he got alonglide ; three of the
miffi.onaries were o.n bo~rd ,of her : they faid that Aheefo was farther
from the ihip than they at firfl underflood it to be; and the landing
with goods was very bad, by reafon of a flat which runs from the
bea<;h about half a mile, and over which they were obliged to wade
-up to the knees ; and after they got to the beach, had to go, further
than ·a mile to reach the houfe ; difficulties which rp.a:de the landing
' of their things · fo tedious, that fix ·hours were· fully employed in
houfing them fafe -: this great trouble was in fome degree leffened by
the natives. Their perfons_were not molefled ;' and though it was
dark, not a .tingle article of their property was lofl. It was nea-r one
in -the morning before all was fafe, and the houfe left to themfelves.
They then went to reft, refigning their perfons and property into the
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hands of their God;- and told us·, when they came next day, that·
they never flept, founder in their lives~ In the morning the natives
provided a- breakfaft for them afte1; the· manner of the •country. At
nine_ o'clock they fet off for the fhip:, and, having the ·w ind unfavourable, were jµft• fix hours on their paffage. Every·thing was in
readinefs ;· therefore the canoo was immediately·di:fpatched, leaving
on board fufficient for another lading. . And that they might have
whatever was thought foi: the.- prefent nece.ffary, Buchanan and Nobs .
fl-aid on board.to. fee t·hat. fuch·things wer.e· got>in,readinefs. ,
The cargo~brought-on fhore was funounded~by a hundred. perfons';
who alaqned brothers Harper- and Kelfo ; ; bu_t Mytyle ordered the
chefts into a houfe near,. and difmi.ffed the people, threatening if any
man, during the night, approached to fl-ceal, he fhoold b~ put to
death. So-we lay down on ma~s-, in perfect fecurity, till waked by
Mytyle; a-t one o'clock in the morning,. ro partake of an entertainme.Bt, whieh he had provided, of fiai, hot yams, oocoa-nuts, &c.
Before we w.eighed, in the mor-ning ai woman of ran~· ~aid'.1 us a
vifit; ihe was attended by. many chiefs, .and a vaft number··<t>f females,
"Yho were all-officious in their care of the old lady, whofe amazing
corpulence rendered her coming on board rather difficult. After her
there came four- ftout felfo~vs carrying a bundle of doth, not quite fo
large but that two of them -might have carried it w.ith eafe; this was·
prefented in form to t·he captain, who gave her in return foch things
as fully fatisfi.ed her., 'Phe fhi p being under fail we could not be·
quite fo attentiv.e to-this,great perfone.ge, as, .according to their ideas. of
ceremony, they might exp€et: ;~ h0;\,Vever-, . any omi~0n of ours they
found meaqs to-difpenfe with, by· regaling; themfelves in the cabin
O'\{er. the kava bowl for· about· EW01h0Mrs, when•fhe was told that·the
fhip had got a confKl~rable · diftance from her- houfe : on this, they
hafted· info the canee, and made fail for: the fhore.
. .
';['he refpecl: paid-to .this old lady, and·tomany of her fex,in Tonga.
taboo, difi:inguifhes them from ,the fervile condition to which.females
ire fubj~ded in: othe,r favage fiates· or tribes. Here they poffefs the
2,_
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higheft degrees of rank, and fupport it with a- dignity- and-firmnefs
equal to the men.
Futtafaihe was on board moft of the day, and.- was frill very impol:'-otunate to have fome of the miilionaries with him.
Towards the evening t'he weather became dark and unfettled, the·
wind alfo v.ariable from· the wefi:ward, which, though not defirable•
to us, was embraced by thofe who long frr the night, that they may·
put their dark defi.gns in execution. A-~ut midnight a canoe with
four.· men· was obferved lying ahead of the fhip, evidently for nogood purpofe, but, as we· fufpecl:ed, to cut the ca~le, that the ihip
might drive upon the coral reef, whic_h at this time was on-Iy a iliort
half mile aftern of us : however, as we had obferved them in time, we
determined to drive them off without firing fhot, and for that purpofe·
the gunner and his watch m:ates laid a quantity of ,cocoa-nut hufks
upon the foreca:!He.. Prefently, under cover of a fquall, they dropped·
nnder the bow: without making the leaft noife for fea-r any of
them :!hould get into the water :unfeen, and hurt the cable, a volley·
of the .hufks was poured on their heads, the fudden furprife of
which caufed them to leap into· the water, fome fwimming one way-_
and fome another, whilfi the· canoe, totally deferted, drifted afrern : ·
a mufket was alfo fired over their heads, that they m,i ght know thofe:
. infrruments of- terror were in readinefs by night as well as by day~
As it was very dark, we foon loft fight of the men, but thinking the·
<!anoe would· prove the circumfrance to the chiefs, and lead to-a dif- c;overy. of the offenders, we therefore lowered the jolly-b0at· down~
· and picked her up.. All the while it rained harcb and1 blew. frefh,
and fometimes we could' perceive the white futlf breaking on the reef
afi:ern; fo that, had they fucceeded· in their defign; which. was
doubtlefs to cut the cable, then the fhip at leaft muft· have been·
loft in confequence of their infatiable defire for her lading. ·
' i 4th. This difagreeable night was fucceeded by a morning alto-gether mild and pleafant; and. with a clear fky and gentle' breeze
w.e:lkrl y., we again. got under way in. fearch. of the northern,paffage;.
'•
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if there was a fafe one: and as Captain Cook, on entering in 1777,
ftruck on rocks, and defcribes the way they came as dangerous, we
explored farther to the wefi:ward. The wind veering to the north,
we had to ply, founding in ten, twelve, fourteen, and fifteen fathoms,.
• broken ground ; an officer at the mafi:-head looking out for ihoals :
~n one fpot which ihewed white we had only fix fathoms. As we
drew near to the outer reefs an eligible paifage was obferved, for which
we fi:eered, and went fafe through, leaving only one of all the.reefs
extending from Attataa on our fi:arboard fide: this reef is of a triangular form, and bears from Faffaa N .W. ¼N.; and when clofe to it
on the inner fide, the north end of Attataa bears W. 35° S. and
Mallenooah E. 9° S. by the compafs; and thence through the channel
the courfe is about W. N. W.
Confidering our difi:ance from the !ho~e, we expected to have but
few vifitors: on the contrary, feveral canoes followed us quite
without the reefs ; but, on account of lafi: night's adventure, none
of them were admitted on board, except our confi:ant friend Futtafaihe, who prefented the captain with a, fine turtle : he expreffed great
difapprobation of his countrymen's behaviour; faid he knew the
men, but as they did ~ot belong to the part of the ifland over which
he prefided, he <:ould not punifh them.
Being now witho9t all the !hoals, we fi:eered towards the wefi: end,
to be nearer to the brethren, and at three in the afternoon the canoe
.came along:fide; Shelley and Cooper were .iq her. They reported
all was well; that themfelves and thofe on !hore were perfectly content with their :fituation~ and had abundant reafon to be thankful
for the favour which they experienced from the natives. The c~noe
was completely loaded with the lafi: of the things which they had
laid together as fufficient for their purpofes till our return'; but they
afterwards thought a few boards might be .of fervice in building a
houfe more fuitable than that which they. occupied; as the canoe
could not take them, the captain agreed to wait till the next day : .
however, as they had faws of every kind, there was no abfolute

neceffity for the boards ; and the weather being uncertain, we took
an affectionate leave of the brethren; promifing, notwithfi:anding, to
wait till the following day if poffible, and for that purpofe made
ihort tacks without the reefs for moit of the night. ·The wind N .N .W.
a frefh gale.
15th. At four in the morning we reefed the topfails, and tacked
to the N. E. ; at fix tacked again to the weftward. By this time the
wind had increafed to a hard gale, which forced us to relinquifh the
defign of fraying longer : our fituation had now become fo critical,
by the wind blowing direct upon the reefs, that our concern was
how to clear the i'fland befi: 'upon either tack : to effect this, we kept
our fi:retch towards the wefi:ward of the ifland, and expected to
go clear of all danger ; but as we_approached within -three or four
miles of the point, bearing then about three points of the compafs
upon our lee bow, we faw heavy breakers ahead. In· this cafe, to
.bear up in hopes of a paffage between the reefs and the point, was
ri&ing a difappointmen't: which mufi: inevitably prove fatal, as we
!hould then have no offing to return; therefore we tacked, to try if
we could weather the north-eafi: reefs, but foon perceived this to be
impoffible . . The gale had increafed fo much, . that we could hardly
carry double-reefed topfails, and we found the !hip was ~riving fail:
towards· the reefs ; fo that by the time. we were abreafi: of ~ttataa, we
faw plainly that, except \V'e could fetch the paffage we had found out
the day before, nothing remained but fhipwreck. Providentially we
jufi: weathered the reef on the wefi: fide of the channel by two or three
ihips lengths, and running through with affurance were foon once
again in fafety, thankful for fo :fignal a deliverance.
We were now in the harbour, but having no fofficient reafon to
anchor in fo -hard a gale, which alfo blew· fair for us to proceed to
the fouth-eafi: on our voyage, we fi:eered for the eafi:erl?- channel out
· of the harbour, and were once more alarmed with danger; for in
running through the narrow paffage betwixt Moonafai and Makkahah, by not hauling to the eafi:ward in time, we nearly ran upon
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t:he rocks. This was occafioned by the flying clouds through which
the fun broke at intervals, and formed very delufory appearances
upon the water. The captain was _aloft looking out, ,and thought
he faw a ihoal .on the larboard bow; he called to port the h~lm.
hut the appearance vanifhing, he ordered it a-fi:arboard. That infi:ant
we found ourfelves clofe to -t·he lee reef, and running direcl:ly for it.
The ihip was :£till under the influ~nce of the port helm, therefore
we put it hard down ,that way, and in a few feconds ihe was clofe
to the .wind on the frarboard tack, the reef fcarce twenty yards to
leeward of her, .and about ha}f a cable's length to run before we mu.fl;
heave -h er in fi:ay-G, .and upon her not miffing, her fafety depended,
The crew -exerted themfelves, got the mizen fet, and we had the
joy to .fee hec come a.bout on the other tack, check the current upon
the lee bow, and foon afterwards clear of danger and in good fea.
l'oom; . then fteering betwixt Eoo-aije and Eooa, we proceeded to
make the heft of our way to the Marquefas. Thus, after perils the
moft imminent, and providential deliverances the moil: evident, we
were preferved in health for the accompliihment of the work ap... ·
pointed us to do, and had planted a feed bf divine truth which, w~
hope, will take root and .flourifh to the late.ft generations,.
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CHAPTER

Voyage to the Marquefat. -

X,

D(fcoveries made. -

Tranfaf!ions at

Chrijlina.

HAPPILY extricated from the dangers which furrounded us in

,,.

Tongataboo harbour, and once more pa~ed into ~he open fea, for
the fir.ft five days ~ve had favourable winds, which ~ortened our
diftance about eight hundred miles; but afterwards, durmg ~oft of
the time that we were to the fouthward of the tropic, we experienced
fuccefiive gales from the eaftward, with high · feas and ra"'"'." cold
weather. The higheft latitude we ftood into was 39° 7' S. where we
expecl:ed to find the winds prevail more wefterly, but there was not
the leafr appearance of i~; only -we had much worfe weather, and.
the- fhip was fuffering in her fails and rigging: therefor: we tacked
to the northwara into a more genial climate, and kept m about the
latitude 30° S. embra.c~ng every opportunity to _get to the eaftward.
.. /
The cold weather affecl:ed· our Otaheiteans very much ; the boy
/
Ha.rraway, however, kept up his fpirits; Tanno Manco alfo beha:ed
very well; ihe 'had got clear of ~er fea-ficknefs, and b~ conducl:mg
herfelf- in a modefi:, affable, and obliging manner, was kmd~y treat~d
by ~11 on board : ihe was alfo of a good natural underfi:andmg, . ev1·dently fufceptible of. improvement, ~d always ready to commumate;
and was of great fervice to M r. ~rook -and others ~ho were learn,
ing the la~guage ;_ for by her means many of the ih1bbole~hs of_the
Swedes' pronunciation were correcl:ed, and better explanations given
·.:of the words. The captain gave her a warm week..,,.day,dr:efs, and a
fhewy morning gown and petticoat_·. for the Su.ndays; ~and· as fhe
always kept herfelf clean, when dreffed ihe made a very decent
~
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appearance ,• tak1·ng more pams
·
to cover her breafts, and even to
keep her feet from being feen, than moft of the ladies of England
have of late done. Tom was under the greateft apprehenfions, and
w~s fu:ly perfuaded that h.e iliould die before he again reached Otaheite =. m ?ne of the ~ales he a!k.ed the captain if the !hip would
no.t .die : mdeed, dunng mofl: of I the paffage he was very lowfpmted,
h h. and fuffered more than the others from fhe cold . W e couJd
tea~
1m ~othi~g, and could hardly perfuade him to take any exerc1fe; while Harraway_became a very ufeful boy in the !hip, could
_undedland almo~ _any thmg that was faid, and would run to do what
he was defired with great readi~efs. .Crook taught him the alphabet;
alfo t~ :ead feveral iliort words m the Otaheitean language, of which
he pnnt~d a few f~r the purpofe. Thus much I have thought fit
to_mention concernmg them, becaufe I think both Ha.rraway and
Tanno ~anoo are proofs that the Otaheiteans taken young, and kep;
fro~ be1~g held up as !hews by ·us like Omai, and from the infatuatmg
· ·
·
. diverfions of their own ifiand , are capable of receivmg
mftru_cbo~. However, thefe two were rather too old ; they had heard
and believed the ftories their countrymen are ufed to relate. and
per~ap_s all. reafoning whatever would be impoffible to remo~e the
prejudices mculcated by thofe ftories, till the Spirit 0 ( God · ·
· .o. ·
h
gives
conviu1on to t e con{cience.
·
On the 19th of May the obferv~d diftance of the fun and moon
gave the longitude 223° 51 E.; the chronometer at the fame time
222° 4?'. E. On the 23d we difcovered land; at eight A. M. th;
extremities of a low ifland bore from W, 1,5° S. to W. 32° S. diftant
about five leagues ; and. a high hummock, at a great diftance, bore
W. 3 S.; and another higher W . 2° N. This being a new difcovery
we ·tacked
a little before noon, on purpofe to take a nearer view.
· '
d
1
L atitu . e at noon 23° 8' S• long. "2·
There b emg
· 1carce
r
Iy
~ 5° 4 0 E .
any wmd, we made our approach but fiowly, fo that night came on
befor: we got near; therefore we :lhortened fail, and lay by till the
mornmK.
'
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24th. At daylight we ftood towards the land, and as we drew
near found it very low and in form of a crefcent, with a lagoon in
the middle, into which the fea broke in feveral parts of the fouth-weft
fide, though no opening .appeared that would admit a boat. We
perceived that it was inhabited; therefore, when within a mile of
the north-eaft fide, we hove the {hip to, and putting two feamen in
the jolly-boat, Mr. Wm. Wilfon and Mr. Falconer, with Peter and
Otaheitean Tom, who dreffed himfelf for the occafion in a piece of
his own new cloth, rowed towards the !hore, intending to land
if the natives were friendly; and as a means of ingratiating ourfelves into their favour, took beads, looking-glaffes, and iron tools;
alfo fome Engliili coin, to leave as a teftimony of our ~i:fit. But on
our approach they collected themfelves in a body to oppofe our landing. As they walked along ~1ore, the women followed with fpears,
the only weapons we faw; thef~bey !hook in a threatening manner,
and made figns for us to be gone. Tom ftood up, :!hewed them his
ikin, his cloth, and tattou marks; and fpoke to them in his language, which they feemed not to underftand. Intent on their fafety
only, and the defence of the barren fpot they inhabited, they acted
as if we were known enemies, viewing us with little curiofity or
aftoni!hment. Finding that all our manceuvres to conciliate them
had no effect, and that even to approach fufficiently near to give
them any thing would expofe us to a ftone or·a fpear, and p_erhaps
oblige us to :fire upon them, we. returned to the !hip, and hoifting
the boat up, fteered for the higher ifiand, which bears from this
W. N. W. about nine or ten leagues.
This was named Crefcent ifland, on account of its _form ; it is fix
1
or feven miles in circumference, anq lies in lat. 23° 22 S. long.
1

225° 30 E.
There were many of the wharra trees upon it, and fome others of a
ufelefs kind. · The fhore is grey coral fand and ftones thrown up by the
violence of the fea; forming a wall at the fouth-eaft point ab~ut
twenty 0r thirty feet'above the furface: .on this ·point there wer~ three
Q_ 2
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piles of coral fl:ones; two were built round and fmall, and one fquare.
the fides of which might be about twelve _feet and fix in height, with
a hole at one fide, feemingly to creep in at. ·
..
The natives whom we faw, were twenty-five in number, including
three or four .women carrying children at their backs; and thefe pro..
bably were all that are 6n the ifiand. They are of a light copper colour
and of middling ftature; there is a fimilarity in the accent of their language to the other iflanders with whom we are acquainted, but the
dafhing of the fea againft the ihore prevented Tom from hearing fo
diftincl:ly as to underfrand them.
Some were quite naked,_except a piece of cloth round their middle;
others had a large piece of cloth thrown over their ihoulders, and
reaching half way down the l.eg: one, who perhaps was the chief,
wore a piece of very white cloth round his head in form of a turban.
We could not perceive they wore any ornaments.
Upon what they fubfifted it was qifficult to.imagine, for they neither
have bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, or .any fruit-trees whatever; nor could
we, with the whole ifland
. in view, fee one canoe wherewith to fifh.,
fo that they muft either be tranfient vifitors from the high ifland,
-if permanent ·fetders, and in any de_gree fenfible of their fituation,,
muft be miferably wretched indeed.
It was noon when_we left Crefcent i!land, and 'foon after we had a
frefh breeze northerly, attended with f quail's and rain, which lafted
about an hour, then d ~ared up,,and gradually declined, to.Iittle wind;
.fo that for a while we made_but litrle way.. At three P. M. a gal€
fprung up at E. S. E. and ·it again beca~e hazy with min. We
, · directed om: comfe W . N. W. towards an ifland with tw~ high hills
_that lie CO.Q.tig_u~us to eac~ other,. and are fo lofty as to, be difcoverecl
when _diftant fourteen or fifteen leagues~ Thefe, for diftinction~s
~
fake, . were named Duff's mountains~
When within three leagues , we faw a reef ahead, and- the fea
breaking very high upon it: this obliged µs to alter our cour:fe to
N. N. W. which we expected would lead. us clear, of evei:y danger

or

,

~

·-MAY,J

[ 1 797.

•

TO ·THE SbUTH-SEA ISLANDS.

which lay on the eaft fide of the ifiand; but in this we were miftaken; for after running thus ~bout an hour we had a better view·.
and it appeared that Duff's mountains were part' of an iiland about
three leagues in length, with feveral of confidera?le height and .
extent to the fouth and fouth~eaft of it; the whole forming a group
five or fix leagues long, lying in a direction nearly N. E. by N. and
S.W. by S.; and a reef which_lies off about three miles rrom t~e main
ifiand, and 'probably encir.cles the whole a:s a defenfive barner, extended as. far each way as we ·could fee with the eye. UpoI1 this reef
wer~ feveral ~iry fpots, upon which clufters of trees grew, and appeared like fo, many fmall_low ifiands without the higher ones. 11:
was now the duik of the evening, and, we had: one of th0fe half. drowned fpots ahead, b~aring N.W. by N. and others in fight beyond
it; and uncertain what dangers more might·lie in·our way, it was ,
refolved to fpend the night within the. fpace we already knew; and
acc01:dingly we hauled our wind· to the N. E. under art eafy faiL The
natives cm the north end· of the ifland had obferved our approach·,
and they, to alarm their cour,itrymen, as foon as it was dark made a
large fire, '\-vhich at times -prefented a very curious phenomenon, appearing like fix or feven detached lights, then prefently joining
.f.hewed as if the fide of a mountain was wholly in a blaze.
This light, which they kept burning till near daybreak, proved a
rear benefit to· us as a guide; for the night was very. · dark, with
variable winds_and fqualls, a~d ·heavy rain.
At fix in . the. ~ -orning the north part of the Wands bore N. w·.
-difrant two or three leagues; when, with a frefh gale from the N. E4
-we fteered W. N. W. 'clofe to, the reefs ; and from this ftation obferved
, it to trend~fouth about five miles, then to the S .W .. farther· than we
€ould· fee : thence we hauled towards the northernmoft part of the
.reef, where was a fmall ifiet, upon whkh were affembled about fifty
natives armed with fpears; and as we paffed the place where they
ftood, within a ·quarter of a mile, we obferved boys taking ftones
off the beach, and making. gefrures as. if they would. thr.oYl
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them at us : the men alfo iliewing marks of a hofl:ile di{pofition,
· walke4 along the ihore to keep abreafl: of. the :!hip, but as we left
them faft they retired behind the trees. Thefe. trees feemed to be of
the fame worthlefs kind as thofe·at Crefcent ifland; the natives alfo, .,
in colour, ftature, and drefs, exactly the fame as thofe we faw there.
We obferved no canoes, though it is moft probable they have fome, as
thefe people muft haye come from the-high ifland either in a canoe or
by wading, ;_,bich latter feems impracticable. ·The ma:in ifland, and
thofe fcattered about it, are, as before noticed, all high, and the
reef keeping the fea quite ftili about them, they prefent a view romantic, wild, and barren: the valleys, however, appear covered with
trees, but of what kind we co'u ld- not perceive, though fome faid
they could diftingui:fh cocoa-nut trees ; and it is certainly likely they
iliould have the fruits and roots common to the other iflands, and
muft have abundance of fi{h.
The tops of the hills, t,o about half way down, ,are chiefly covered with fun-burnt grafs; and in· fome places there are fpots of
reddi:lh foil, as on the middle grounds of Ota,heite.
. The group was named Gambier's iflands, in compliment to the
wort~y admiral of that name, who, in his department, countenanced
our equipment. - Duff's mountains, which lie in the centre, are in
lat. 23° -I 2 1 S. and in long. 225° E.
We had now got futficient ea:£1:ing, and were in the way of the
trade-winds, therefore kept on our courfe to the northward; all on
board in good health, and in no real want ·of any thing. But is the
paf.fage from the Friendly Ifles had already been longer than we expected, the captain thought it necef.fary to pu:fh on for the Marquefas ;
and on this aCGount, though ·we had r~afon to fuppofe ourfelves ·in a
dangerous part of the ocean, we run by night as well as day; only
put the fhip under a proper fail for altering OUlj courfe on any fudden
emergency.
26th. At half pafl: five in the morning, jufi· as the day broke,
we thought we faw low land ahead, and feeming to be -very clofe,
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wore :!hip and fl:ood from it about a quarter of an hour, then tacked
towards it again, when the day prefented to our view the imminent
danger we had efcaped. For that part which we were running for,
and many others, were even with the water's: edge, the fea wailiing
over them into the lagoon; and it is very probable, that, had the
weather been hazy, or the day not fo o.ear, we might have ftruck
before we either faw the rocks or heard the fea beat upon them, as it
made but little noife. The ifland is in length about feventeen miles
from eaft to weft, and in breadth about eight or nine miles : and
upon the reef which enclofes the lagoon, there are feveral clumps
of t,rees, but no cocoa-nut or other fruit-trees ·that we could fee, nor
any :fign of irihabitants. · This ifland, lying in lat. 21° 361 S. by
obfervation, and in long. 224° 36 1 E. by chronometer, is probably
the fame called Lord Hood's ifland by ,Captain Edwards, wh0 difcovered it in- the Pandora, 17th March 1791. We continued our
courfe, and in_two or three hours were out of :fight of it. In the
. dufk ' of the evening of the following day we thought that we faw
high land on our lee beam ; but judging that to run dowfl; to put the
matter out of difpute,would be taking us too much to leeward, we
left it for fome future navigator to determine. However, if it really
b'e an iiland, it muft lie nearly in latitude 20° 3o' S. and about the
· longitude of 223° 18' E.
28th. At noon we obferveq in latitude 18° 34' S. and about three
in the afternoon d_ifcovered another low ifland bearing N. E. As it
, is not laffl. down in any of the charts, and the wind at N.W. being
againft us, we kept our ftretch towards it, and as we drew near found
it a lagoon iilahd, with patches of trees on different parts around it.
On the north-weft end cocoa-nuts were growing, and near them a
clump of lofty ·dark-coloured trees. Two clumps alfo of the fame
kind ftood at a little difl:ance from each ct.her on the fouth-eafi part:
thefe laft we named Turk's Cap and -Friar's Hood.
At half paft feven o'clock we tacked within a mile of the north
end, then took the topgaliant-fails in, hau_led the courfes up, and
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.during the night made· ihort tacks .under the topfails. _In the morning, the 29th; we found ourfelves farther off than we expected,
owing to the leewardly current; and the wind charigirig to N. N. E.
with our larboard tacks aboard we fiood in, and at eigh~ o'clock
had the fouth point of the ifiand bearing E. ½N. difia nt 'three· miles,
Shortly .after it feli° little wind, and we lowered the jolly-boat dow~;
rowed clofe to the :fhore, and tried to effe·ct a landing, but found it
impracticable, on account of the high furf which beat upon the coral
rocks. Suppofing _we inight find a better place, we rowed along
:fhore two or three miles, ti~l we came to the fouth-eafi fide, but had the
mortification to find it every where the fame, therefoi·e we returned
to the :!hip. Obferved at noon in lat. 18° 241 S. ; the extremes .of
the ifland from N·. 14° W. to N. 56° W. We had feen no figns of
inhabitants, and having lofi _hopes of finding a landing-place, the
captain had determined to leave this ifland and proceed on our voyage
as fafi as the .unfavourable winds we then had would permit.· ·
'
In the courfe of the night we had pa:ifed to windvva_rd of the i:fland·,
and at fix in the morning had the north-wefl: end beari:1g S.W. by S.
and the fea being then fmooth encouraged a hope of procuring a
few cocoa-nuts for our . people, and herbage for the goats. Therefore we again ihap~d our courfe towards it ; ~ut, before w_e came
near it by four miles, it fell almofr calm; fo that, as t~e :!hip w:nt
but :{lowly down, we hoified the pinnace out, and I, with tl~e third
.officer and a boafs crew, with Peter and Tom, fet off m her.
When we had got about a mile round the point, all in· the boat
.(except one man and myfelf, who were but indifferent fwimmers)
got into the water and effected a landirtg, though the furf was
very high. From · the edge of the· reef they had to walk about a
furlong, up to the knees in water, . over a hard coral flat, before they
.came to the trees: and · while they were gone, I ihot _thtee or four
man of war birds, and tried to .catch fome of the beautiful fi!h whicl~
fwam without the furf; but they were too !hy of the pait. ~h<l:,rks
.Qf.:V<\rious fizes we.re very numerous,
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At noon they obferved at the :!hip_in 18° .i 41 S. the north-weft
end bearing S.S. W. ½ W. a mile and a half_; and an hour after, in
rounding the point not more than a cable's length off ihore, founded
with ninety fathoms of line, but found no .bottom.
We had already hauled off a few cocoa-nuts; but this method was
fo tedious, that all we could procure by it would not repay the trouble.
But jufi about this time it was low _water, and tpe furf fell remarkably, fo that by putting· th~ boat.~s ,fterh to the rocks I fiepped out,
without fo ,:much as wetting1.. my feet. · This both en~oq.raged thofe
on ihore:-to go-on, , and being 0bf~rved from t_h e :!hip, induced them
to fend .th~ jolly-boat widfr,more hands to affifi us. And now wt
were i?- hopes ~f getting <l- plentiful fupply without difficµlty or danger·; ignorant that it wa~ po:ffible only at low water thus to pafs a:nd
repafs. This we .yvere to learn aft~rwards by unpleafant experience.
The land at this end of the i:fland is about three furlongs in
breadth; upon it the only cocoa-nut trees grow, and upon that fide
next the' lagoon, confequentl!)' the farthefr off from us. The way
to them, by paffing through the other trees, is alfo very rough and
bad ; bu:t by fearching, we found a pleafant road along the fide of a
creek, ':lt:1-ading from the fe.a into the lagoon, and fuffickht in depth to
ad.n:iit th.e jollr.-boat, when the tide was up. Th~refore this was
_propbfod as ourr plan : to get as many ntit-s as po:ffible before four in
the afternoon, atid then bring the boat in for them .
Accordingly, by that time we had got ~bout three hundred ; but,
contrary to our· expectations, as the tide rofe the furf increafed to fo
:great a degree as to render it almofr ~mpoffible either. to get them or
ou.nfelves fafely through it. How.ever, to put it to tl}e trial, the jolly·boat was brought abreafi of the creek, and by watching an opportunity
was rowed through the furf, but not without firiking ,o n, the rocks, by
which wekn.ew there was no chance for the pinnace to get in. As there
were thirteen of us ·on ihore, the fmal!l boat was infufficient to carry off
the whole. To make it ftill worfe, we faw the wind was increafing;
and the fky become overcaft with ·dark clouds. Therefore, being

,

R.

MAY.]

FIRST MISSIONARY VOYAGE

I 22

thus critically fituated, it was adopted as the moil: prudent plan, for
thofe who could {wim but little to make the firfi: attempt in the jollyboat, and for the otliers to fray on fhore all night, and fo {wim off to
the boats in the morning. Accordingly, foLir of our nu!_Ylber ,yer€!
pitched upon to make the effort, and they probably would have fucceeded, nad not two others, who thought themfelv~s as bad {wimmers
as any, jumped in, and thereby making the boat too deep, . ihe
grounded on the rocks, where the {ea broke, and filling h er, it
was with difficulty they got back into fmooth water. '.fhis failure
damped all our fpirits, as we were very anxious to have fome mor.e
hands on board to work the fhip, left fhe fhould be blown to leeward,
and not be able to get up to us again. Thus urged by neceffity, the
third officer, with two men, made a {econd attempt, and fucceeded,.
but not without being again half filled with water. When clear of
the forf, they rowed·to the pinnace, and both returned to the ihip,
to inform the captain of the difagreeable news of myfelf and nine
more, including the two Otaheiteans, being left on the ifiand.
Our fituation on fhore was extremely uncomfortable and alarming;
however, to make the heft.of it, after feeing the boats fafe off, we
walked up to the large clump of trees, and being thinly clothed_and
quite wet, we endeavoured to make a fire; but after Otahcitean Tom
had tried two hours in vain for a light by friction, we were reduced
to the neceffity of paffing the night without a fire. , . About ten o'clock
it began to rain very hard, and continued till three in the morning,
when there was a fhort interval of fair weather, and then conftant
, rain till n~ar noon the next day~ To all this we were expofed, for
the trees afforded ~s fhelter only till the branches were completely
· wet, and this was very foon ; fo that I was apprehenfive of fevers at
leaft being the confequence of this drenching; but, to leifen its effects,
requefted the men to walk about, and keep in motion, which they
did, and cheered each other by faying they fometimes faw the fhip's
light.
31ft. At daybreak the fhip ftood clofe in, and the captain, who
4
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was very anxious for our fafety, fent the pinnace to try and get us
o~; but wi_th concern we beheld the furf higher th~n on the preceding
mght, which obliged us to remain and wait the opportunity low
water might afford, falling out on this day about one o'clock in the
afternoon. They accordingly put back to the fhip, and prefently
after came again to the edge of the furf, when one man leaped in and
g0t fafe to us with a bottle of brandy, which was of o-reat fervice in
r~ifing the drnop;.1g fpirits of t~1e people, who had {;ent fo bad a
mght, and had frill a difficult tafk to perform. This done, the boat
put off again, and aroout ten o'clock returned with a fi:age made of
nr deals, with directions from the captain to bring the boat to a
grapnel as clofe to the furf as they could with fafety, and then,
after making a rope fafl: to the ilagc, to veer it afhore within our
reach, when we were to get upon it and be hauled through the furf,
one .or t~o at a .time. Mr. Falconer was in the boat, and did as
dire~ed; but the back fweep of the {ea prevented the fl:age from even
entermg the furf, fo that we were fl:ill in the fame fituation as before.
Thus difappoint:d, we walked along the fhore, to try if any better
place c<mld be d1fcovered, the boat following abreaft of us ; but we
found it alike ,da,,ngerous. At one place two of us tried to {wim off
to the .frage, but were wafhed about, and nearly dafhed to pieces againft the rocks, before the refr could help us out.
Low water was faft approaching, and nothing now remained but
a chance of getting off at the place where I fi:epped 011 fhore at the firfi:.
accordingly returned thither, but were greatly difhcartened to .find
1t as had as every other place: we refolved, however, to watch till the
time of low water was over ; certain that if no opportunity offered
then, we muft content_ ourfelves where we were, and that perhaps
for months, as the fhrp was now driving fafl: to leeward. Low
water at lafl: came, but the fea was frill fo rough that Otaheitean
~om, Mr. Crook, and fome more, walked up in defpair towards
the:-clump of trees, to try if poffible to procure fome dry wood, with
which to get a light and a fire, which they fi:ood much in need of,
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being wet and cold, the wind blowing through their thin clothing.
But, to our great joy, they were fcarcely gone, when the fea at intervals became fmooth ; one man got off to the fl:age, and was hauled
to the boat. We infl:antly called th~m to us, and by embracing every
opportt1nity, fwimming to the fl:age one by one, we at 1ength got all
fafe off. on· trying to haq.l the grapnel up, we fol.!nd it had fallen
into the hollows of the coral rocks; which obliged us to cut the rope
and leave it behind. Thefe hollow_s add greatly to the danger of
fwimming off to the boats, for if the fea forces up or retires fuddenly, ·
there is a rifk of falling into them and being hid under great flakes
of the rock. The dread of this, and of drowning in the furf, banifhed · from our thoughts the fharks which fwam thick about the
place. We now rowed towards the fhip, which had drifted about
four miles to leeward. The capt9-in was overjoyed to fee us, as were
all the crew. The boat was hoifl:ed in., and we made fail, fully determined never again to venture a landing upon one of thofe lo"½
half-dtowned ifiands, except obliged thereto by want or other abfolute neceffity.
This received the n:ame of Serle's jfland, in compliment to a gentleman of that name · now in the T~anfport office, and author of
Horre Solitarire and other valua.ble works. The latitude of its centre
is 18° 18' S. long. 223° E.; it is in length f:rom S:E. to N.W ..feven
or eight miles, and in breadth four ·or five ; it has a lagoon i11 the
middle, where we obferved _feveral fmall rncks above water. The
reef without and the lagoon within abound with fifh, feveral of
which were' of t:hie · m.ofl: richly·varied and beautiful colours that can
be conceived. As Mr. Robfon walked ·by the fide ·of the lagoon in
the night, he· obferved thoufands of you:mg .,.fharks fwimming clofe
to the fhore. M·ullet are very plentiful, and wheri low water left
pirt of th~ reef dry, feveral fpotted_ ~els iffued from holes, and on our
approach reared upon their taiJs: attempting to defe~d themfel~es with
open mouth. The birds were the fame as at the other low (iflands.;
and befides there was here a bird about tn.e fize a11d c.:olour of a lark,
0
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which we had not feen before; and during the night we heard one
whiille like and equal to a blackbird: indeed, by their various notes,
there was reafon to fuppofe this place gave fhelter to many different
fpecies, with this peculiar feature, that they furig almofl: all the
night long, though it rained and was very dark. We faw fome rats,
plenty of the .red (fhell) crab, and a kind of land lobfl:er, which
even. the Otaheiteans were fl:rangers to.
The trees are various as at Palmeril:on's ifland ; but the cocoa-nut~
are {carce here, and .only found on the north-wefl: end : thofe which
fo.rm the olumps are peculiar; they grow about fixty feet high, with
large trunks from four feet to four or five yards in circumference,
dividing about half way up into large branches, with a broad-dark
green leaf. As the foil is very thin, many of thefe trees had fallen,
their branches had taken root, and wer~_ again grown up to five or
:fix trees as large as the old one. The wood appeared to be of no
ufe but to burn. / Under . {helter of this grove there was regularly
built a morai of fl:ones, with one fl:one at a little difl:ance placed
upright: we alfo found the remains of two ·or three huts, and a
plain {pace, with only one circular cut near the end. At one place
clofe by thefe were fhewed on the gr-ound vafl: quantities of clam
. fhells. All which proyed the ifland to have been once inhabited; but
whether the perfons had ,emigrated elfewhere, or become e~tinct,
there wa-s no remaining evidence whereon. to form a conjecture, as the
. latter is as probable as the former ; for it is likely they would be
no more t~ar{ the crew of one canoe, who, by the number of clam
fhells, mufl: have fubfifl:ed here a confiderable time, perhaps till
their canoe was rendered fit to tranfport them to another· ifland. It
is likely alfo, that the cocoa-mit trees, as they grew fo partially and
· fo near the motai, were of their planting; and by the few of thef~
which had fallen in the ufual manner, we fuppofe it could not be
more than fifty years fin<::e they were fo:fl: planted.
One circumfl:ance here is very fl:riking, which is, that however
fmall ia number the wretched refugees might have been, a mora1,
I •
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or place of woril~ip, was' thought by them indifpenfably neceffary;
it proves, that, howeYer their ideas of fupernatural beings are bewildered, they frill univerfally hold the fame tradition among them:
and notwithfranding the inhabitants of different iflands give ~heir
peculiar names to .their guardian de•i ty, the manner of :worfhip being
every where the fame, proves the tradition originally to be from one
fource.
-

.

Con~erning the formation of thefo low iflands the opinions of men
are various; but whether fuci1 a mafs of matter grows like a fhrub ,
or be the work of millions of animalcules, is what I rriufr leave to
the learned. It appea:rs, however, that in their perfea: •fl:ate they
come no nearer to the furface than where the fea breaks upon them.
The part of this ifland that we were upon I fuppofe to have rifen
about two or three furlongs in breadth, and by the force of the· fea
againfl: the outer edge ·the p·arts projectin·g were broken off; thefe, as
the f~a drove them to~ards ihe lagoon, w0u1d {hike other parts .and
force them off, and a heavy fl:orm coming· on would, wi.th irreflihbJe
violence, c;irive thern up in a ridge_at fome difrarice fr"bm the fea-fide,
and near to the edge of the lagoon. This is evidently the cafe here.
The firfl: ridge lies within one hundred yards of .the lagoon, and
· about three furlongs from the edge of the reef next the fea. The
fecond ridge runs within ten yar9-s of the firfl:, and th_e furrow between is about ten or twelve feet deep. The other ridges, of whichthere are many, are nearly about the fame difl:ance,- . and the furrows
the fame, differing only in proportion as we may fuppofe the fl:orms
to haye done which threw them up; _thefe .being compofed entirely
of large coral fl:ones,. prove this to have been the caufe; .and the ridges
lying lengthwife in a direcl:ion about no;th and fouth; demonftrate
t hat no other t_han gales from the · wefl:ward could -have produced
this effect on this fide of the i!lan~ ; and it is known, that winds
from that quarter, though not exceffively fl:rong, raife a more hollow
and heavy fwell than any other. At prefent, about a furlong from
the outer edge of the reef, the ftones, after running over a flat of
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that breadth, form a fl:eep wall not lefs than eight or ten yards above
the furface of the fea; but even over this height the fl:ones are driven,
and !hooting a confiderable way in, cover fome of the former ridges,
and form a gradual fiope. Indeed it is almofl: incredible what large lumps
of folid coral lie thrown half way up the fteep wall above mentioned.
I remarked no other part of the ifland where fuc]:i effects of ftorms
were to be feen; in fome places more towards the., S. E. and where
the ·1and was not more than a furlong in width, it was low and
covered with fine white·coral fand, mixed with rotten vegetables and
leaves of trees that grow upon it: this in general is the kind .of foil;
.even upon the large fl:ones this rotten matter and the coral f~nd
are blown, and there the trees ~re more flourifhing and abundant
than in other places.
.
From this time nothing material occurred until we made the Mar-:
quefas. One of the ·serle's ifland party had a fever for three or four
days, btit foon got the better of it, and was the only one that fuffered from that expedition. As we ·were trufiing wholly to our timekeeper, we found ourfelves, after fo long a pa!fage, contrary to our ·
· expectation, confiderably to the .wefiward, when we faw • Santa
,Chrifrina on the 4th of June, a little before funrife in -the morning,
bearing E. N. E. difrant nine leagues. Bei_n g thus to leeward of our
port, we k~pt plying till the afternoon of the following day, an~
took feveral compafs bearings, t9 afcertain the extent and relative fitua.
tion of the ifiands.
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Oc'c.u'l!re.nce.r at the Marquefa.r. ·

"

5th._W HEN we _had got within four miles of_Refolution bay , we

'

\
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faw twQ men paddling towards us in a fmall, wretched canoe which
the~ kept above water by tonftant bailing . Not knowing their i·ntent1on to com~ on board, nor Jonceiving them of any ufe if there,
_w~ l,(ept all fail fet, and_ p~ff~ 4 dofe by them w:ith great velocity :
!his ~hey 0bftrved; and bein.g mon~ arucious to come aboard than we '
1tnag1_ned,. one oLthem, leaped into the water, caught a rop_e we
hove to him, 'and expertly haule<l. himfelf hand. ,over . hand to the , •
qu-arter-gall€ry, whet.€' we t.ook him. in .quite naked. · At .firft 'he
, \~ok41 ' round t_h~ cabin with ·furprife, lbu~ foon recovered himfelf
~nd _·r-an upon deck. He was tattowed. fr.onf h ead to foot, infomuch
as --nea:'rly t-0 hide his nat'lilral cofol!lr-~; "he talked very faft, and was
tolerab.ly u.nder~-God both 1by Crook and the Otaheiteans: the earneftn'€fs which he exprdfed · was to induce us - to tack and pick up his
comrade, who he gave us to underftand was his father ; and that if
~e did_ not take him in, it would be impoffible for him to reach the
1fland m fo wretched a canoe, as the wind blew ftrong.. Howev
to eafe 'hirri;_ of,.his fears, we took the father on board and the c·aner,
.
b ~
•
~
1n t~w, ut-rne lfoon went t? pieces and drifted .away, which feemed
. to give the:°" little_concern . . The wind, as y;e drew near the land,
became ~a~iable and fqually, and as we were ftretching towards
St. Domm1ca, to avail ourfelves of a favourable .flaw, the captain
gave orders to tack towards the bay. This both the n~tives oppofed
and made figns_, that by keeping on the fametack u'n111 werun far~
1

·-.
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tker, we·. !hould then fetch the bay when we tacked. Their advice
was taken, and anfwering accordingly, was a proof of no fmall
degree of nautical
in them. ·
We found it very difficult to work up the bay., by reafon of the
heavy gufts of wind from the mountains ; however, by feven o'clock
we were clofe up, and let go our fmall bower anchor in fifteen fathoms water ; veered out eighty fathom of cable as faft as we could,
but before it held we had dragged it into thirty-five fathoms. Though
it was now dark two females [warn off, in hopes, no doubt, 0£ a
favourable reception; but finding they could not be admittedt they
kept fwimming about the :!hip for near half an hour, calling out, in
a pitiful tone, Waheine ! waheine ! that is, Woma:n ! or, We a:re wo...
tnen ! They then returned to the fhor~ in the fame mann~r as they
· came : our two pilots alfo followed them, but not ~ill they hadrufed
all their arguments for the captain to allow them to :fieep in the !hip;
and, but for the fake of precedent, their requeft would have been
· granted, as a reward for the implicit confidence they placed in us.
6th. This morning· we ·b egan unbending moft of our fails, : nd
~ripping the foremaft, that the rigging might have a thorough over..
haul; one of the !hrouds we knew to be broken in the way of the
mafi-h'ead, and now found another gone on the fame fide ; (6 that
had we not providentially been on the larb0ard tack when we expemuft ceFtainly have loft the forem.aff,
rienced the fovereft ga~es,
which we could not replace in any of thefe parts.
Our firft vifitors from the :!hore came early; they were feven beau..
tiful young women, fwimming quite naked, except a few green leaves
·tied round their middle: they kept playing ro-tmd the .fhip for three
hours, calling Waheine ! until feveral of the native men had got on
board ; one of whom being the chief ·of the ifland, requefred that ·
·his fifter might be taken on board, which was complied with: :!he
was of a fair complexion, inclining to a healthy yellow, with a
-- tint of req in her cheek, was rather ftout, but poffeffing- iuch fy~..
metry of features, as did all her comP,anions, that as models for the
.i
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ftatuary and painter their equals can feldom be·found. Our Otaheitean
girl, who was tolerably fair, and had a comely perfon, was notwithftanding greatly eclipfed by thefe women, and, I believe, felt her
inferiority in no fmall degree ; however, fue was fu perior in the
amiablenefs of her manners, and poffeffed more of the foftnefs and
tender feeling of the fex: ~e was aihamed to fee a woman upon the
deck quite naked, and fupplied her with a complete drefs of .new
Otaheitean cloth, which fet her off to great advantage, and encouraged thofe in J:he water, whofe numbers were now greatly increafed,
to importune for admiffion; and out of pity to them, as we faw
they would not return, we took. them on board : but they were in a
meafure difappointed, for they could not all fucceed fo well as the
firft in getting clothed; nor did our mifchievous goats even fuffer
them to keep their green leaves, but as they turned ~o avoid- them
they were attacked on each fide alternately, and completely ftripped
naked.
The chief above noticed is named Tenae, eldeft fon of Honoo, the
reigning prince in Captain Cook's time; he came in a tolerably good
canoe, and introduced himfelf by prefenting the captain with a
fmooth ftaff about eight feet long, to the head of which a few locks
of human hair were neatly plaited; and befides this,. he gave a few
head and breaft ornaments. Obferving a muiket on the quarterdeck, he took it with c;are to the captain, and begged him · " to put
... it to fleep." He received an axe, a looking-glafs, and neck-chailil
to hang it to, alfo a pair of fci:!fars; the latter, an article much prized
at the Friendly and Society ifies, he was either indifferent abo?t, or
totally ignorant of their ufe. Two of his brothers~ who were prefent, expreffed not the Ieaft defire for any thing; they all feemed to,
,have a thoughtful cafl: in their countenance, fuch as men acquire
who are fl:ruggling for fubfiftence and can hardly get it, though they
would frequently break out into mad fits of laughter, and talk as
faft as their tongues could go, and this the women did as_well as the
m.en. It appeared that this was a very fcarce time with them,. for
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they kept complaining they were hungry and begging for victuals
all the while they were on board ; to fome we gave a little, but they
were too numerous for us to fupply all: as for the women, they are
in that ftate of fubjection, that, if they got any thing and could not
conceal it, the men took it from them. Towards evening thofe who
had no canoes, and who were by far the greateft number, leaped all
together into the water and fwarn on fhore.
Our intention of fettling two men among them being made known
to the chief, he feemed highly delighted with the propofal, and faid
that he' would give them a houfe and a fhare in all that himfelf had.
After this he went on fhore; I followed with Mr. Harris, Mr. Crook,
·Peter, and Otaheitean Tom. Tenae received us upon the beach, and
conducting us a little way defired we would ftop, as we thought, to
gratify the natives, for they formed a ring around us, thofe neareft
the centre fitting, to let thofe behind look over their heads : Tenae's
_fifter not foHowing the example of the reft, he reproveq. her, which
brought tears from her eyes. This fhew continued about a quarter
of an hour. Afterwards we proceeded up the valley, accompanied by
the chief, his brother, and many of the young natives. The road
was very indifferent, by reafon of tree roots that crofs it, and large
ftones which lie in the way; and being all up hill, we were pretty well
tired by the time we reached the chief's houfe, though we refred
thrice, at which times they brought excellent water in cocoa-nut
fuells from a rivulet that runs down the valley. The bread-fruit and
cocoa-nut trees, with a variety of other forts, afforded a comfortable
fuade from the heat of the fun. Tenae conducted us to one of hii
heft houfes, intimating that it was for the ufe of the brethren, and
that they might occupy it as foon as they pleafed. To convey an
idea of what this and all their heft-built houfes are like, it is only
neceffary to imagine one of our own of one ftory high with a high
peaked roof; cut it lengthwife exactly down the middle, you would
then have two of their houfes, only built of different materials,
That we now occupied was twenty-five feet long and ¥X wide? ten
S 2
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feet high in the back part, and but four in front; at the corners four
ftout ftakes are driven into the earth, on which are laid horizontal
- pieces, and from thefe laft to the ground are bamboos neatly ranged
in perpendicular order, about half an inch diftant from each other ;
and without tliem long blinds made with leaves are hung, which
make the in fide very clefe and warm: the door is about the middle
on the low fide. They do · not ufe the leaves of the wharra tree
here for roofing, as at Otaheite, but common broad leaves, ·which
they lay fo thick as to keep the water out; but the greater part of
their houfes are miferable hovels.
The infide furniture con:fifted of a large floor mat from end to ~nd,
feveral large calabaihes, fame fifhing-tackle, and a few fpears; at
'one end the chief kept his ornaments, which he ihewed to us;
amongft other things, he took out of two bamboo cafes, two bunches
of feathers of the tail of the tropic-bird, not lefs than a hundred in
each bunch, forming a beautiful and elegant ornament: upon thefe
he feemed to place a great value.
They made no offer of any thing to eat, except a few cocoa-nuts;
nor. did I fee that they had any other thing in ufe but thefe and
the four mahie. Hogs and fowls were walking about, but in no great
plenty; indeed this _appeared to be their fcarce ,feafon; for when
we firft landed one fellow ran to me and ftuffed a piece of mahie
int0 my mouth, thinking, no doubt, that at this feafon of fcarcity
he was doing me a great kindnefs. However, in other refpects,
Tenae treated us very well, and the people were evident!y glad to fee
us among them.
On our return to the ihip, the captain met the two brethren in
the cabin, to, know their fentiments of this place, and whether they
were frill in the fame mind to fettle upon it. Mr. Crook obfervedll.
that he was encouraged by the reception they had met witb; thought
the chief had behaved exceedingly well, and approved of the houfe
.
affigned them, the place, and the people; and concluded by faymg,
that though there was not the fame plenty here as at the other iflands,

.
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he had no objections to fray, · as he never before nor fince his en..
gagement had ~qmforts in view; thetefore ;the .prefent fta.te of ,th~
ifland was not fo great a difappointment to hini.. However, appear..
ances gave h1m reafou to think that they had their plentiful feafons
here as well as at the other ifiands.
Mr. Harris delivered his
fentiments with heiitation, as if fear had taken poffeffion of his
mind : hiS' opinions were ·quite contrary to Crook's; he difapproved
of every thing, and judged the fcene before him a folemn one; and,.
in ihort, feemed entirely to have loft his fumnefs and ardour. However, as the kind reception by the chief and his people had obviated
every direct objection to them, it was agreed to go on ihore the next
clay, take their beds with them, and make a trial; after which, if they
thought it unfafe to ftay, and pffigned their reafons, they might
then return on board, as no compulfion was intended.
7th. It is remarked, that hone:q:y is no virtue of a South-Sea;
. iflander, efpecially when our articles lie expofed to tempt him. The
na_tives here had not hitherto appeared folicitous to barter with us;:
but fame of them laft night had found means to lift the glafs cover
off one of our beft compaffes, ftole away the card and needle, and
:fitted the cover on as before. We fpoke to the chief and feveral
others about it, but found all our endeavours to recover it by mild
means ineffectual; and, rather than ufe any other, the affair was dropped.
However, they feemed to be confcious of having done fomething
amifs by their not coming to the !hip till long after breakfaft, when
our decks were agaiin crowded with both {exes in the fame naked
:£h1te as on the preceding day.
In the afternoon Mr. Cro.o k fancied with bis bed ancl a few clothes;:
I accompanied him, to fee how he was received. Mr. Harris declined
going, wiihing to :fray on board and pack up their things in fmall
parcels, for the convenience of carrying them up the valley. The
chief's prother departed from the ihip with us, · and Tinae himfelf
received us at the beach, and treated us w1th refpect and kindnefs,.
as on the day before. We proceeded up the valley, fol.Jawed by a

..
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vaft concourfe of people, fome of whom carried the baggage, and
depofited it in the houfe affigned for the brethren ; but a fhort time
after it was removed, and ourfelves conducl:ed to another houfe of
larger dimenfions, about a hundred yards diftant from the firft.
This houfe ftood on a fquare platform raifed with ftones, having a
wall about fix feet high on the loweft fide (for they are all built on
a declivity); in the infide was a kind of efcutcheon in memory of
Honoo, the chief's father; it was very curioufly wrought with fmall
reeds, laid upright, oblique, and horizontal, and about eight feet in
height, forming a fide of a pyramid. There was a drum at each
end, made like thofe the Otaheiteans ufe, but much longer. Nearly
adjoining, and upon the fame platform, was another houfe, built on
a frnall eminence, leaving a fpace in front, where were placed two
rude figures of men carved in wood, nearly the fize of life; behind
thefe, againft the fide of the houfe, were three other efcutcheons,
wrought in the fame manner as the one above mentioned; that in
the middle, which was the highefr, had the figure of a bird upon the
top, and the ·reeds which compofed the whole being ~ained of va.
rious colours, produced a beautiful and folemn effect. The houfe
had no door or opening of any kind; but as my curiofity was
a good deal excited, I opened a hole in the fide of it, to fee what it
contained, and beheld a coffin fixed upon two :11:akes about a yard
from th€ ground. Ju:11: at this time Tenae came up, and feeing ho
was not angry, I again opened the hole and pointed to the coffin :
he in:11:antly cried Honoo I and repeated it feveral times, by which I
knew it was his father, and thought him pleafed to fee me notice
the honours he had paid to his memory. The coffin was cylindrical, and bound about with various coloured plaiting made of the
fibres of the cocoa-nut. This fepulchre, Crook's houfe, the trees,
and every thing within the platform, was taboo or facred, and muft
not be approached by women.
I left Otaheitean Tom to bear Crook company the firft night, and
then returned ?,n _board, In walking down the valley, I obferved
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tha~ it was well frocked with bread-fruit trees, but none of them
were ripe; cocoa-nuts were not fo plentiful : there were plantains,
the ahee-nut, and fome other fruits. Thefe are chiefly enclofed by
fquare fences of frones about fix feet high, within which the owner's
houfe frands; but fome of the orchards are fo over-run with weeds,
that they mark more the divi:Gon of property than indufrry or labour.
When the boat came for me, they brought as many of the natives
as !he could contain, they availing themfelves of that opportunity
to fave the trouble of fwimming. The chief's brother was with me,
and wifhed much to go on board; but I refufed to take him, as it was
near dark: this hurt him fo much, that he fhed tears as he walked
away.
8th. The weather frill pleafant, but, as before, heavy gufrs of
wind and rain from the mountains.
The natives crowded on board to-day, infomuch that with difficulty
we carried on our work at the rigging: the females were more numerous, and all in the fame naked frate as before, which induced
our people to befrow upon each a piece of Otaheitean cloth. It is
proper to obferve, that thefe women drefs decently _on fhore ; but
when they have to fwim, as their cloth will not :11:and the water,
they leave it behind, and cover their nakednefs with a few leaves
only.
In the forenoon the captain received a letter from Crook, whereia
he expreffes his perfect fatisfaction with his new lodgings. As night
drew on; he fays, he was left to his repofe; and after commending
himfelf to the care of the Almighty, he went to refr, laying his
clothes upon the ground near his hamm0€k; but to his furprife, when
he awoke in the morning, there were none of them to be feen, and
he began to think he fhould have a bad report to give after ~the firil:
night's trial: but before he had time to launch out into- unjufr fur...
mifes, the chief came with every article carefully wrapt up in~a.
bundle. Soon after the letter, Tenae, Crook, and the chief's, brother,.
CcUne on board;, they were !hewn into. the cabin, and every endeavouc
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made to treat them kindly. The captain made Tenae a prefent of
:an ornamented crown, which delighted him greatly; he alfo gave
him a piece of cloth, a hammer, and fome gimlets; but what moft
took his fancy was a large conch-fhell; for thefe they barter eagerly,
· pigs or any other thing; one of them gave our cook a broad axe for a
conch: but it may with truth be faid, that they are in fuch a frate of
nature and ign~rance, or rather ftupidity, that notwithfranding many
iron tools, &c. have been left among them, they have never yet
thought of employing their powers to learn their ufe : therefore they
fet but little value upon what we have, except they can freal it, which
always enhances the worth. of the article. Nails and tools they
think nothing of; cats and goats they fought after with fome folicitude, and got fome of the fqrmer f but of ·the latter we had only
.: females on board. The conch-fhclls they ufe when they go a-vifiting
from one valley to another, and as they gain the fummit 0f the hills,
they blow them with all their might, and take great delight and
pride in lifrening to the long reverberating echoes.
Tenae was now more familiar than at his fir.ft vifit, and furveyed
the cabin with a degree of attention, 'but not with the penetration
and difcernment of the Friendly iflanders. Happening to touch the
wire of the cabin-bell, he was ftruck with aftoniihment and favage
wonder; he rang the bell again and again, and puzzled himfelf a
quarter of an hour to find whence the found proceeded. · Tenae has
a thoughtful cafr of countena~ce, and looks much like· the chief
and father of a village, and to fee him thus employed raifed our
pity, to behold a man on whom nature, perhaps, had befroweo talents
capable of exploring her myfreries, thus confounded with a rattle;
but, alas .! in thefe regions, remote from all the paths of fcience, the
talents and virtues of infulated genius lie hid in darknefs, and, like
the beauties of the rough marble, want the fkill of the poliiher to
bring them forth.
It was not a little affecting alfo to fee our own feamen repairing the
rigging, attended by a group of the moft beautiful females, who were
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employed to pafs the ball, or carry the tar-bucket, &c. ; and this they
did with th~ greateft affiduity, often befmearing themfelves with
tne tar in the execution of their office. No fhip's company, without
great refrraints from God's grace, could ever have refifted fuch
temptations; and fome would have probably offended, if they ~ad
net been overawed by the jealoufy of the officers and by the good
conduct of their meffmates.
In the afternoon Mr. Godfell landed a cheft and feveral parcels for
the miffionaries, which were taken fafe up to the houfe. Tom_ and
the boy Harraway fraid on fhore this night, for the purpofe of rendering Crook what fervice they could; and in the evening our vifitors
left us in good time, as ufual.
On the 9th the pinnace was fent on fhor.e again with more things •
Crook frill refolvi1-1g to fray, attach~d himfelf to the place, took to
eating the fout mahie, and contented himfelf with the food the
ifland afforded, which is not of a very d·elicate kind> for the mahie
oeing made in fmall quantities here, and cleanlinefs little obfePved
in the operation, it is not fo good as at Otaheite: but he fays that
they always ferve him fir.fr of the beft they have; and as he hopes
to get pork once or twice a week, and freih fiih as oft as he pleafes,.
he thinks he may live contented without cafring ·a n eye to the luxuries
of Otaheite. Tenae had adopted him as his fon, an act they ever
after hold as facred, efteeming him in the fame light as his other
children; this they. explained to Crook, who, from the pains previoufly taken to learn the language, underftood almoft all they faid.
The chief being informed that Mr. Harris intended .to fray, defired
Crook to invite him on ihore; but he could not be perfuaded, which
was cer~ainly doing wrong, as he i110uld have embraced every op..
portunity of· learning the real frate of the ifland, and thence judge
of the pracricability of fettling 1:1.pon it, before the day came when
he muft 'either go on fhore or le~ve Crook alone, without being able
to affign fuch clear reafons as landing in 'time might enable him to do.
T
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1oth. About two o'clock in the morning the moon was totally
eclipfed; but the roughnefs of the ~eather prevented our obferving it
with fufficient accuracy to be of any ufe. The wind at this time
came in very heavy gufl:s from t}ie mountains, and jufi: as the eclipfe_
ended our cable broke; the befi: bower was immediately let go, and
brought the fhip up in forty fathoms wat_er at the entrance of the bay.
11th, Sunday. The natives crowded Qff as ufual; but on being
told that the fhip was taboo for that day, they all fwam back to the
fhore.
11.th. The chief and his brothers came on board with Otaheitean.
Tom, who informed us that the boy Ha.rraway had left them and
gone to the other fide of the ifland ; and as he had faid nothing concerning his intention, they thought he meant to remain, for which
Tom blamed him very much: but the captain, to try T .o m's own
regard for his country, which he had confrantly praifed to the :fkies ·
:fince we came here, ordered him to put his things into the canoe and
go on fhore alfo, a:ffigning as the reafon, his being privy to Harraway's elopement. The poor fellow declared his innocence, and with
-tears in his eyes c;ollected his trifles and put them into the canoe, and
before he went over the fide fhook hands with all the crew, then put
'off with a heart ready to break with fobbing and crying: when he
was gone_a little way, the captain called him back again, but it was
fome time before he became reconciled and cheerful. On the other
hand, feveral of the Marquefans were continually plaguing the captain to take them to Otaheite.
1 3th. While we we~~ at dinner one of the natives fi:ole a pump-_b olt, and was 'm aking off with his prize, when Mr. Godfell detecl;ed
.him, and with the help of the gunner prevented his efcape. The reft
all jumped overboard, and made for the fhore. The thief we lafhed
up by way of punifhment, and fhewing him a loaded ·mufk.et, h£!
fully expected to be fhot. A man of fome confequence,. who had.
come in 'the fame canoe, brought the chief's fecond brother,, with tW9
~
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pigs and a plantain-leaf, to intercede for the offender, who was his
father; thefe we refufed to accept. It was affecting to fee the fon
kifs and embrace his father, and take their Jail: farewell : however,
not to prolong the anguifh, we took up and difcharged the mufket,
and then liberated the culprit. He could not at firfr believe that he
was not fhot; but when fet free, and prefented to bi's fon, both of
them appeared fo overwhelmed with joy, that they could hardly truft
thcir own eyes : dumb gratitude and confrernation had deprived them
of the power of fpeech. We added a folemn warning to them in
future againfr fuch practices, and fent them aihore with the pigs,
which we refufed to accept, that they might fee we had no advantage in our view.
1·4th. This morning the wind blew with fuch violence that we
parted from our befl: bower; and as the fhip was fi:ill unrigged we
were under the nece:ffity of either letting go ·another anchor, or·drifting
to' fea; accordingly a fpare anchor which we had in readinefs was
let go in fifty fathoms water, and one hundred and forty fathom of
cable veered out before the fhip brought up. We were now about
a mile and a half without the entrance of the bay, and the wind continuing to blow as hard as ever, we became apprehenfive that the fhip
might be drove off the ifland, therefore manned the pinnace, and fet
Mr. Harris on fhore wjth all his things. The afternoon we employed
in putting the rigging in fome order, and bending· the fails, as the
captain intended to work into the bay the next day if Jhe weather
permitted. The latter part of this day we had very heavy rain: but
notwithfi:anding the roughnefs of the weather, and the great difi:ance
we lay from the head of the bay, feveral of the natives fwam off to the
fhip; but as we were fo very bufy, they were not admitted on board,
only to refr in the boats alongfide, and then return : fome took no reft
at all, but feeing by the others that the {hip was tabooed, they fwam
,back of their own accord; a great exertion, efpecially to th~ females,
as the difrance both ways could not be lefs than ti~e miles.
T 2
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5th. Early this morning we hove up the anchor, and worked
clofe in to the head of the bay, having as much wind as our doublereefed topfails would carry, which makes the working in dangerous,
as the wind is fo variable, that fometimes when the ihip was clofe to
the rocks ihe would hardly come about. We anchored at noon in
our former fiation, or ·rather nearer the ihore; but were drove without it again. All the afternoon we were at work [weeping for our
fmall bower, and jufi as it.grew dark we fwept the buoy-rope, and
made a nun-buoy fail: till the next day. We alfo unbent the fails,
that the job at the rigging might be completed.
On the 16th we hoified the long-boat out and got the anchor on
board, but pofiponed our fearch for the other till the rigging was put
1n proper order. On Sunday the I 8th we again tabooed the ihip :
indeed this was the only fuccefsful mode we had of keeping the
natives away. On Monday we hauled the feine at the head of the
bay, and caught about :fix dozen fmall fiih.
20th. Mr. Harris and Crook came on board, and held a meeting
with the captain refpecting their fiay. Mr. Harris complained
of the poverty of the place, faid he could not eat the mahie, &c.
Crook declared his determination to fiay, even though Mr. Harris
fhould leave him. The refult was, that they bofo went on ihore to
make further trial before our departure. Several of the natives on
board as ufual.
· On the 22d a native fiole the cook'.s axe, and fetting off with his
canoe, was near the ihore before it was known; when he faw the
pinnace chafing him, he paddled to the rocks, hauled his canoe up,
Tan into the buihes, and fo got clear off. They had now become fo
active in fiealing, that the failors had fc~rce a knife left among them.
To remedy this, as foon as they came in the morning, each man
chofe a young lad as his fiorekeeper, who followed his mafier clofely
all the day, with his knife, marling-fpike, &c. hung to his neck; ·
and this faved them, for they always proved very faithful.
I
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The boats were ~nt ·to {weep for the •befl bower -anchor,

and .caught hol9- 0,f it; but tr;ring to heave it ~p.,;t½ae-rope -broRe; and
night approaching, it was left till next tlay. This ·even1rl.g we ·obferved
the bay to lre JUIIlttifually .agitated, ,for which we uould·~ffign lil.Utaufe,;
as the wind was eairl:erly, with m·oaerate weather~
On the 24th, the fiili.erman, whom we hauled itr at the quarter:..
~rnllery at our iirfi coming, fwam off at break of day; and informed
~s that Mr. Harris had been on the beach all the night with his chefi,
and had been .robb~a tyf mofi of his things. 'T his affair at firll: gained
little credit; for we could not £uppofe him fo impvuc.½ent as to bring
his property down without fending nohoe, that· a boat might be ready
to receive them. Bt\t, on difpatching the folly-boat to know the·
truth, we found it to be really the cafe. He had come down in the
duik of the evening; and as none from the ihip were on ihore, the
boats being employed at the anchor, · and the ihip lying too far from
the beach for him to hail, he £pent an imcomfortable night, fitting
upon his chefi: about four in the morning the natives, in order
to fieal his clothes, drove him off the chefi; and, for fear they ihould
hurt his perfon, he fled to the adjacent hills. Mr. Falconer, who
went to bring him off, found him ,in a moil: pitiable plight, and like
one out of his fenfes. The furf was fo high that they could not land,
and were therefore obliged to haul the chefi and its owner off by
means of a r~pe. _ The reafons he gave for leaving his partner fo abruptly, befrdes thofe already mentioned, were fuch as he might
naturally have expected: Tenae, i~ feems, wanted to treat them with
an excurfion to another valley, to which Crook readily agreed, but
Mr. Harris would not confent. The chief feeing this, and defirous
of obliging him, not confi.dering any favour too great, left him
his wife, to be treated as if fhe were his own, till the chief
came back again. · Mr. Harris told him that he did not want the
woman ; however, ihe looked up to him as her hufban.d, and finding
herfelf treated with total neglelt, became doubtful of his fex; and
a~quainted fame of the other females with her fufpicion, who accord-
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.ingly came in the night, when he flept, and fatisfied themfelves
concerning that point, but not in fuch a peaceable way but that they
awoke him~ . Difcovering fo many il:rangers, he was greatly terrified;
and, perce1vmg what they had been doing, was determined to leave
a place where the people were fo abandoned and given up to wickednefs: a caufe which ihould have excited a co11;trary refolution.
To-day we put a new tow-line in the boat, and fwept the heft bower
anchor with it; hove it up with the long-boat, and got it once more
fa~e to the ~ows ; the rigging was alfo completed, and we began to
thmk of taking our departure. This was intimated to Crook who
frill remai~ed ftedfaft in his refolution to fray in the ifland, d:uring
~nly fuch implem~nts of huibandry, and other things, as might facihtate_and extend his ufefulnefs among the people; obferving, that his
happmefs would have been greatly increafed had his devoted fituation
been with a friendly and agreeable affiftant, whofe converfation and
fympathy might have comforted him in the time of trouble: but iince
t~e Lo~·d had ordered things otherwife, he thought that it better fuited
with his char~cl:er_ and pr~feffion, to refign himfelf to God's fatherly
care, and reft m his prom1fes, than to quit a ftation where a door of
ufefulnefs was fo evidently opened : and ihould his bleffed Saviour
~ake him the honoured inftrument of preparing the way for fome of
his more able fervants, he ihould at laft have the happinefs to reflect
that his life was not fpent in vain.
· Crook is a young man of twenty-two, remarkably ferious and
.fi~ady, alwa!~ employed in the improvement of his mind, and applied
with great diligence to ~he attainment of the language. He alfo poffef!"es a very good gemus, and I }:lave no doubt will contrive many
~hmgs to benefit th_e p_oor creatures he lives with; and as the valley
1s capable of great 1mp.rovement, I ihould not be furprifed to hear of
this - find the iilands adjace_n t becoming very plentiful places by his
·n_1eans.. He has various kinds of garden-feeds, implements, medi.cines, &c.; an Enc;yclopedia, and other ufeful books.
26th. To-day the captain went 9n fhore fo_r the .fir.ft :time., f!rul
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took with him Mr. Falconer. Their intention was, to afcend to the
fummit of the hills, and view the neighbouring ifles. They landed>
and· were followed by a crowd of the natives, who were exceedingly
glad to behold the captain in their village. After taking a little refreihment with Tenae at hi~ houfe, the chief>s fecond brother accompanied them up the mountains·, which are fo fteep, that in many
places they were obliged to haul themfelves up by the branches of
trees that grow upon them. The captain did not reach the top,
but Mr. Falconer did: whence he had a view of Trevenen's iiland
to the weft, Riou's and Dominica to the north, to the ea.ft St. Pedro,
and Magdalena to the fouth. The ridge at the fomrnit of the mountain is quite narrow, and every where covered with trees. The chief
preffed him much to :fire his muiket againft Trevenen's ifland, and
-was highly pleafed with his compliance. On their return, Tenae
entertained tpem with a roafted hog, but !J.Ot being very fat, fome of
the by-ftanders obferved that it was not good; which affecl:ed the
chief fo much, that he walked afide in a pet, and was not reconciled
till the captain faid it was good ; and refufed to eat, except the captain
came and fat befide him, which he accordingly did. In the evening
they returned on board, followed by Crook and the ·chief, who came
to take leave ; accordingly, after feveral articles were put in the canoe,
we bad him an affecl:ionate farewell, and parted. His manly behaviour at this feafon did him great credit; the tears gliftened in his eyes,
but none fell; nor did he betray the leaft fign of fear to enter upon
his work alone.
27th. At four in the morning we weighed, and~ftood out of tlie
bay with a light air eafterly. At feven, , hove to for a canoe which
was paddling hard after us ; in .her was the chief's brother and our
old :fifherman, who had wept -heartily the evening before on parting
with us, and partly becaufe the captain would not take him to
Otaheite: at prefent they brought a note from· Crook, with a letter
for his fifter, and requefting fome f~ap which had been forgot.
Accordingry, the quantity before packed up for him was put in the
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can0e, ar,id a prefe1,1t of ailil. axe given to. each of the me{fongers, who
preferring to. go. to Otalieite,, feft us very i:elu.cl:antJy. We now fhaped
our courfe fur Ti;evenen's and Sir Hemy- Mantin's iHands, intending to
obferve their relative fitua:tion ·to Santa Chriftina, as we had reafon
to fuppofe them erroneouily marked in the iketch we had on board.
Concernino- n:qi.e, cudoll!IB· arurd maQ.ners of the people about Refo"lution bay, ;e l~rnt but little befides what is al'ready related in our
daily tranfactions ; £or., except m.y felf for a few- homes on the firft
two days after our a,rr.ival, and ' the captain aad the third mate on the
lafr day of our fray, no perfon was on fhore fi:om the :£hip. But,
finding this was. likely to b,-e:;· the cafe, I wrote a number of queries
to. Crook, whofe time b-eing .-li.kewife,·much taken up with his own
affai~s, he laclld;. m0t~leif1t1ire .tp... malte the neceifary inquiries to anfwe!'
them aU. But; . from. .nis knowledge of the language, I thi•n k that
what lie :fu.ys of a few.. ma,, be <;lepended upon, aRd they are as follow :
• .,, J
'' Their religious cer~m9nies refe~ble thofe of th.e Society lflands.
"Tllieylliaveam0rai i'f.l. eabh.diiibr,irfr; ·waere,the·d'ead are bwied be'•· neath a pa.vemenb 'of; lrurge ftones, but with .fu.cli exceptiolils as-in the
" cafe ofrthe chie..6 Hf@w;,o. TJ\ey bave a multitudct of deities. Thofe
" moil: frequeatlj'l m@Etonedi are Opoo~a1me;· 0ke~o,,. Oenamoo,
" Opee-pe€tye, Onook.o; Oetanow, Fatee-aitapoo., Onoetye; but none
,, who feem fuperi'or ro the reft, thoughr,the 'eneFlt of !DJ, infoun" ation i'5 fmall owthis head. They only offer ko.gs in. facrifices,
'' and never men.
" The cnierTenae prefides over four diftricl:s, Ohitaho.o, Tal\ew.ay,
" and Innameii, ··an openitNg into Refolut.ion bay,.. and Onopoho, the
" adjoining valley t:0 the fouthward. · He has foub brothers: Ae.ow" taytay:, Nato0afeedoo, Oheephee, and, Moeneenee;. .but none of
•" them feem inveill:ed with any authority ; and Tenae hirnldf with
" lefs than the Otaheitean chiefs.
" There is no regular government, efiablifhed law, or punifhmentis;
" but cuftom is the general rule.
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" As to .their food and manners, like moil: uncivilized nations, they
have no regular meals, but eat when they are hungry, and here
not in a great quantity at a time, this being their fcarce feafon.
When they have a hog, they eat of it five or fix times a-day; and when
without animal food, they ufe the roafted· bread-fruit, fifh, mahie,
pudding made of it and other vegetables, ahee-nuts, and a pafte
made of a root refembling the yam; and this they do often through
the day. . The women ·are not allowed to eat hog, and are probably under other prohibitions as at Otaheite, and feem much more
fervile to the men, and bar:fhly treated. They are employed in
making cloth and matting, but iiot in cookery, except for themfelves. I have never obferved any of the men, from the chief to
the toutou, at work, except a few old perfons making cords and
nets. The reft idle about, and ba{k in the fun, telling their fl:ories,
and beguiling the time.
'' The chief is faid to have three wives ; the youngeft is with him
here, the others in different parts of the ifland. He has feveral
children, fome of which live with him here, and the others with
t'heir mothers. Obferving a pregnant woman·, I afked her how
many children :!he had; :£he replied, Three. I wi:fhed to know if
they were by the fame man; :£he faid, Yes. I aiked further, if he
had any other wife; :£he faid, No. · Whence I am led to fuppofe,
that, though Tenae has more wives than one, this · is not ufual, .
and may be the privilege of the chief. They feem to be very
fond of their children; and when I went
the valley I faw the
men often dandling them upon their knees, exactly as I have
obferved an old grandfather with us in a country village.
" Their particular cuftoms I am not yet able to defcribe; but I
learn, the -fon muft not touch the clothes of the father, and mufl:
walk before him on the road;. and the father muft not touch any
thing, nor eat victuals which have paired over the head of the fon.
Before the age of puberty, the operation of flitting the prepuce is
performed; and all the men are tattoued, even to the very lips and
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" eyelids. Their d·ifeafes are few; I have indeed hardly obfervecl
•' the appea:rance of any ; and 'they are as yet happily free from th~t
" fatal ~alady which has made fuch ravages in the Society Iflands."
Refpecting the perfons, dr.efs, cano~s, &c .. of thefe people, we
found them exactly as defcribed in Cook's Second Voyage, where he
fays, that "fo,r fymmetry of fh~pe and regular features, they perhaps
" furpafs all other nations. Not a fingle deformed or ill-p:oportioned
'' perfon was feen on the ifland; all were il:rong, tall, well-limbed,
" and remarkably active. 'The men are from five feet ten inches high
" to fix feet; their teeth are not fo good, nor are their -eyes fo 'fuU, ·
" as thofe of many othe~ nations :. their hair is of many colours,
" but none red; fome have it long, but the moft general cuftom is
" to wear it ihort, except a bunch on each fide of the crown, which
" they tie in a, knot. Their countenances are pleafing, open, and
" difplay much vivacity. They are of a tawny. complexion, which
" is rendered almoft black by the ptmctures of the whole body.
'' They were entire!y naked,. except a f mall piece of cloth round their
" waift and loins. Thefe plmctures were difpofed with the utmoft
..., regularity, fo that the marks on each leg, arm, .and cheek, were
" in general fimilar."
The women are rather of low ftature, though well-proportioned,
and their general colour inclining to brown. We obferved that fome
who, on our firft arrival, were almoft as fair as Europe.ans,., by eoming
off to the fhip and expoiing them{elves to the fun, became afterwards
quite dark-coloured. But a. few of thefe were punctured or tattoued •.
The chief's filler had fome parallel lines on her arms,. others flight
punctures on the infide of their lips, and even upon their eyelids.
They wear a long narrow piece of cl_oth wrapped tw0,or three times
round their waift, and the ends tucked up between their th!ghs : above
this is a broad piece of cloth,. nearly as large as a fheet, tied at. the
upper corners:. they lay the knot over one ihoulder,. and the garment
hanging loofe reaches half way down the leg.
H 'Their canoes are made of wood and the. bark of a foft tre~, wbich
i.
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gTows near the fea, and is very proper for the purpofe ;· their
length is from fixteen to twenty feet, and about fixteen inches
broad: The head and ftern are formed out of two folid pieces of
wood ; the former is curved, and the latter ends in a point, which
projects horizontally, and is decorated with a rude carved fio-ure
h .
o
'
avmg a faint refemblance to a human face. Some of the canoes
" have a latteen fail, but they are generally rowed with paddles."
.However, except the one Tenae had hauled up on the beach, and two
or three more, the reft were fo indifferent as hardly to fwim when
.there was a breeze of wind. ·
"·'
"'
.. '
·"
"'
"

The only tame fowls are cocks and hens, and their quadrupeds
only hogs; but the woods are inhabited by fmall birds, whofe plu~
mage is exceedingly beautiful, and their notes fweetly varied. We
left cats and ihe-goats~ and were forry we had no he-goat to give
them, as they were fo fond of thefe animals, that the chief took them
and Crook wherever he -w:ent.
. 28th. _Before daybreak we faw feveral lights upon Trevenen's
1fland ; and as we run along the eaft fide in the morning ,w e obferved
two or three fandy bays, whence fertile valleys run towards the cen~ral hills, which laft are broken and rugged, rifing in feveral places
rnto lofty cones, that give the ifland a very curious appearance. From
one of the bays there came off a canoe with four men, who after a
length of time came alongfide, and got a few articles from us, for
which they had nothing to give in return, but, feeming afraid of us,
put off immediately. Behind the north-eaft point a large double
~anoe lay, with about twenty men in her: they kept clofe to the rocks;
we hove the ihip to for them, bur they alfo feemed afraid, -and k~pt
aloof. At this time we faw a fingle canoe put off from a .fine bay on
the north-weft fide; this canoe was built -exactly like thofe at Santa
Chriftina, .and had the fame kind of latteen fail: they came clofe
to the ihip and talked boldly, and when they faw Tanno ·Manoo
u_p~n the deck, one of them ftood up and made fome very )afcivious geftures. . We invited_ them alongfide; where they at laft
V
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came, but had loft their .courage, for th~y trembled with fear _all the
while they fiaid. From them we got the native names of the 1fiands,
as marked in the chart. They wi{hed us to anchor in the bay, but
this we had no defire to do ; fo we made them prefents al)d took our
leave. They were flout well-made men, differing· nothing from tho~e
about Refolution bay, except in being rather lefs tattoued; the1;
canoes, though built after the fame fa!hion, are neater and .ftronger;
their houfes alfo, as feen from the fhip, appeared to be fupenor. The
bay on ,the north-wefl: part of the ifiand feems eligible for !hipping,
and may be diftinguifi1ed by a fmall but high ifiet lying off it, and
a beautiful and regular row of cocoa-nut trees behind a fine white
fandy beach.
From the north end of Trevenen's ifland we run N. by E. twenty.four miles, to within a mile of the fouth-eafr point of Sir Henry
Martin's ifiand, which point is high and craggy: clofe to the weftward of it is Comptroller's bay, large, and fecure from the reigning
winds. At the entrance, and near to Craggy point, there lies a fmall rock
above water, in appearance like a boat. At the head of the bay we faw
fome houfes in a cove, a vafl: number of inhabitants affem~led upon the
beach, and feveral canoes hauled up near them. All the valleys about
this bay appeared fertile, many of the hills were covered with trees,
and the interior parts feemed more habitable than at any other of
the Marquefas. Weftward of Comptroller's bay lie_s P~rt -:'-nna
Maria where the Dredalus lay; and befides thefe, I thmk 1t hrghly
probable that there are other good anchoring-pl~ces about this ifiand.
Captain New defcribes the inhabitants of thefe_ 1fla~ds as ~ handfome
race of people, and extremely hofpitable, which 1s certamly greatly
in favour of thofe who would fettle with miffionary v.iews, efpecially
when the f~perior natural advantages of the ifiand are taken into the
account. It being :five o'clock in the afternoon when we got off
Craggy point, we bore up, and, running dow~ the fout? fide, took
our departure for Otaheite, anxious to know m what circumftances
. we might find the brethren whom we had fettled there.
4
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CHAPTER XII.

Return from the Marquefas to Otaheite, with the Tranfaclions which
had pajfed during our Alfence.
29th. HAVING bent our courfe for the Society Ifiands, we proceeded on our voyage with a favourable gale.
. July 3d. We fell in with Tiookea, a lagoon ifiana, many of which
~1e fcattered about this part of the ocean, and render the navigation
m dark weather dangerous. We faw (moke afcending in various '
parts, o~e fiiling canoe in the lagoon, and two men following us
along ihore. They appeared dark-coloured, had a piece of cloth tied
round their middle, and each carried a fpear in his hand. Cook
vifited this place on his fecond voyage. A lieutenant and the two
Mr. Forfiers landed: the ifianders received them by touching nofes,
a comm?n mode of falutation all over t~e South Sea. They found
here var10us plants, particularly a vegetable which the natives bruife
and mix with ihell-fiih : this preparation they throw into the fea
where they perceive a 0-oal of .fiih, and intoxicating them, they ar;
caught on the furface of the water, without any other trouble than
that o! taking _the~ out : the name, they fay, which this plant bears
an_iong the natives 1s enow; but here the Mr. Forfters have evidently
m1ftaken the quality of the plant for its name : enow, in the language of the Society Ifiands, means bad, and is doubtlefs in this
inftance ufed by the natives to intimate that the plant wa; noxious or
po_ifonous. But this miftake only !hews how eafy it is to fall into
others of a fimilar nature.
By obfervation at noon we made the centre of Tiookea in latitude
1
4° 3o' S. and its longitude, by the chronometer, r~duced from the
1

1.50

.FIRST MISSIONARY VOYt\.GE

Marquefas and afterwards back from Otaheite, to be 146° 22.' W .
-which is 1° 12' W. of what Mr. Wales makes it. But had we not
made Otaheite very exacl: by our chronometer, we iliould rather have
'been filent than fuppofed an. error in fo good an authority as Mr•
Wales. However, to be certain of this point is of confequence, as
the lo9gitude · of fevera_l others qf the fmall ifiands is ded~ced fr~m
it, and this is the ifiand a perfon would choofe to make firft m coming
from the Marquefas.
.
Latitude obferved at noon 14° 29'; the fouth-weft end of T10okea
bearing E. N. E. three miles; and the extremes of an ifiand to leeward, called Oura, from W. 3° N. to W. 27° S.
•F or the ~ther illands we faw on our pa{fage, fee the chart.
6th. At feven in the morning we faw the high land of Otaheite;
and at noon, being clofe in, we ran between the Dolphin bank and
Point Venus reef, and came to anchor in Matavai bay in thirteen
fathoms water, and immediately moored !hip. The natives crowded
off, all exceedingly glad to , fee us ; the brethren followed in a flatbottomed boat, which they had been defired to build for the purpofe
of palling' the !hallow· entrance of the river with the goods. The
report they gave was pleafing to us all. They had, in general, enjoyed· good health. · The natives had conftantly obferved th~ fame refpetl:fu1 behaviour tow_ards them as at firfr, and ha_d never failed a ~ay
to fupply them abundantly with all kinds of ~rov1fions. Refpectmg
the purpofes of the miffion, it was a point of which they could not
as yet fay any thing more than that appearances were encouraging.
From the little experience they had gained of the people, they
fuppofed them teachable ; and though rooted in the traditions and
prejudices of their anceftors, they hoped . that a knowledge of the
language, and perfeverance in their duty, would have a great e~ecl:
upon the rifing generation. · Their example had already reftramed
the natural levity of the natives, and overawed them; fo that they
feldom attempt to act a hee~a within their h~aring ; · and when they
come near on the fabbath, they always behave ~ith decency. T-h~ir
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drefs and manners alfo exhibited great improvement on the fide of
mode.fry.
However, in their own department, there had been fome difference
of opinion concerning their interior regulations. Confidering their
f~all number, their committee and the office of prefident had been
diffolved; the office of ftore-keeper, · &c. had alfo been changed,;
and all public m~afures were debated, difapproved, or adopted, by
the body; a maj-ority fettling the matter. But their own journals
will give the maft accurate fiatement of their proceedings during our
abfence.
r
"

J

r

'

March 26th. The ihip quitted the bay of Matavai this day,
and was foon out of fight. Our brethren who la:ll: departed.from the
fhip in a canoe had an unpleafant return, by reafon of the wind,
and. were obliged to land at ~ difiance, but got to their com,.
paruons in the evening, and received their canoe and its contents fafe
the next day.
27th. Brother Puckey informed the brethren refpecl:ing Eimeo,.
anq the veifel he had _gone thither to examine. He advifed, that
as Manne Manne and his people had been exceedingly friendly, theyfhould launch the veifel, and bring her to Matavai bay to be completed .. Puckey and Lock were accordingly appointed to go to Eimeo
for_ this purpofe. A confultation was held refpecl:ing Micklewngh_t; though all condemned his conduct, the majority prevailed,
that, if he profeifed repentance, he fhould be received. Some of'
the brethren thought he oug)it to be wholli}' feparated from them as.
a hypocrite.
.
28th. A confid~rable prefent came from Pomiirre and Iddeah ofan ·
forts of provifions, aifqring us,. when thefe wer~ exnended, the}f
wuuld fend a conftant fupply..
·
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29th. We are daily vifited by the king, queen, Iddeah, and many
of the natives. Some of the Otaheiteans, whom· we have with us
as helpers, fpeak many Engli!h words, and are eager to be taught the
art of reading ; they have already learnt mofl:: of the characters of the
alphabet, though our nece!fary avocations have prevented us from
paying much attention to this point, or from employing ourfelves in
the acquifitio·n of their language. We have provifion in great abundance: a gracious Providence evidently favours our defign.
31ft. Vifited by the king and queen; complained to them of the
de:fl::ruction. occafioned by the r~ts. They fent in immediately four
cats.
April 1:fi. Vifited by the king and queen, and Mawroa the hufband
of Pomarre's :fifl::er, a man of good fenfe and great authority : he
brought a che:fl:: ·to be repaired, and reque:fl::ed Wm. Puckey to be his
tayo : he }fofitated at firft, but; ~n the reprefentation of the Swede
how much he could ferve us, he confented.
2d. Though multitudes of hatives, With t>he king and que~n,
attended our wor!hip, for want · of our interpreter we Were unable
to addrefs them ; but they looked em :filent w hil:fl:: we preached and
admini:fl::ered the Lord's fupper.
3d. Took three Otaheiteans to affifl:: in our cookery and attend our
hogs. The king and queen brought a large prefent of cocoa-nuts to
brother Cover and his wife, defiring to become their adopted children, and promifing to regard them as their father and mother.
Pomarre and Iddeah.brought a larger in the evening, and begged them
to receive the king and queen as 'their own progeny. The women
crofTed the river to vifit ·t he garden and the country around ; the king
followed them, and paid them every mark of attention, directing them
to the beft roads, and ordering his attendants to provide cocoa-nuts
for their refrdhment. It is incredible l0 fee the quantity of provifions
poured in upon us; we have not lefs than a waggon-load of fruits,
befides the multitudes of hogs and poultry. Surely the Lord hath
done this.
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4th. 2\:f _a quf:1,rter p,ffr ~ight ~'dock we affernbled for Gut ntGtlthl)r
p rayer 1:1eetmg; ~re r~iv~d with th~ <;:onfideratipn of the thoufands
of God s peoplt'! who were ' nrncmbenng · us 1 and at th€ fatn€ tlm~ne
of grace praying for our foccefs arµGng the h ~th€n-.
·
5th. Our daily royal vifitots have taken up thGir ~bo~fo 0 f late·at
Mat_avii, on_ purpofe to be near µs. · Pomarre brnttght a chair to be
t~paired, w]uch the captain ha~ g iv€n hirn, with a mu~t and fow!ing..
~iece: the~e We excufed 6urfelves ftotn tepairing, except the .chair,
hll the fmith had fat up his forge; but he foft them with us. Their
huts very muc:h ttffemble a traveliing catnp of gypfies.
· ~~- Early this ~~ming OtQo font ten mcm to prepare WG~_!i for
etechng the bJa~kfmith s fhopw Our brethref?. fn;>m Eimito tet-J!rned.
and . made us th.e pleafing report, that ·tqey ha<l be~n very kindty
teceived by the . natives-_. :1/ho n_e-Y©f .attempted· tt> fieal any of our
tools, and were ready to g ive us every affifiance. Brother J. Puckey
on· t~e Lord's da~, ~a:d. addrnifed them by Andrew J they heard
attentively, anq. faid It was very good; but it could be of no ufe to
them to change their religit>n, as the brethrnn would fo foon ~~ve
them and,:ca_n:y ~way TH£ » qoK. We affured them, w~. ~ould
return an~ teach them 31gain very foon. The natives r~plied; fr any
of th,e~dn}$-fs,\e°TQ.bracetl <':)ur. ~~ijgic:;m ·they ihoY.ld· follG>w,. , ·
.
~
T~er veffel they had p1anked up.; fo t hat ilie would be fit to cdme
over ma few days.
·
Micklewright's e0nducl: was: ve.ty di.frr€:ffing to us.; none_of our
remotul:rances could keep him from th€ natives.
·
,
_8th .. O~e ~ the arreoies; the tayo of btother Henry, came to· us
w ith his ~1fe b1? with child : they were taking· their fa~ve of us, in
order, durmg their abfonce, to deftroy the infant whi<i:h fiu mld be born
ac~ording to the ordi_nance of that diabolical fociety . We though;
this a proper opportu111ty to remorifi:rate "Yith them aga-i.nil: this horrid
cufiom. !he mother felt with tendernefa, and appeared wiHing to
f~a1'e the mfant; but the brutal chief continued ob.fiin:ately b~nt ~n
hrs purpofe, though he acknowledged it a btoody a<ft, plea.d.ijlg . the
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eftablifhed cuftom 7 his iofs of all 'privileges, and the diifohition · of
the fociety, if this iliould become .ge~eral. We offer~d to ~u,ild them
a houfe for· the pregnant women, and ~ake every ~h1l~ which fhould
be born into our immediate care. We threatened him, that fuch
an unnatural act would exclude hi~ from our friendfhip for' ev~r, an~
more that the Eatooa, our God, would certainly punifh him. He
faid, 'if he faw the arreoies deftroyed by the Eatooa for it, ~e w?uld
defift . and afk.ed if their forefathers. were fuffering for thefe pracbces •.
brethren failed not to open to him the wrath of God againft all
ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs of .men. On this he walke~ off
dejecl::ed, but not apparently determined to de:fift from the evi_l or
danger of his ways. A few days afterwards he came, and promifed,
if the child were born alive, he would bring it to us ; and on anothei
vifit afterwards with his wife, renewed his promife, on forfeiture of

•

..

our favour.
Manne Manne returned from Oparre~ with abun~ance 0_f clot~es
and provifion for' all the breth~~n. ,.. We to?k the opportumty _w m,;
form l'omarre, that next day we fhould fpeak to them the p~row -no
t'Eatooa . the word of God:; and invited them to come, which they

'

.

l

•
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' of her fervants; but they ·lived in the fame fiate of fri:endihip, and
with no lofs
dignity. 7'hc brethren endeavoured to convince her
of the dreadfulne'fs of murder, in a mother efpecially•. They pro:mifed to receive the child immediately , and it fhould be no trouble to
her; but !he was follen, and made n·o reply. They then 'addreifed
Pomarre, and e~treated his interference in fuppreffing fuch acl::s of
-inhumanity; and to give orders that no more human facrifices fhould
be bffered. He replied, he would ; faid, tha:t Captain Cook told
him it: 'fhould not be done; but did not ftay long enough to inffruct
!hem. One of the brethren then faid, that we were come for that
exprefs purpofe, and hoped he would hearken to our counfel ; point.:.
ing out all the danger and difadvantage to themfelves; and waining
them, that if they defpifed our infiructions, and continued in their
wicked practices, we fhould leave them and go to another ifland,
where we could hope · for more attention. Pomarre was evidently
affecl::ed by what was faid, and efpecially could not bear the thought
?f our leaving him ; and promifed he would ufe all his authority to
put an end to ·thefe practices. He indeed appears of a teachable dif..:
pofition and open to conviction. Manne Manne came in during this
converfation ; and we told him freely, that if he offered any more
human facrifices he would utterly forfeit our friendfhip, and' muft
confider us· as his enemies. He replied, he certainly would not.
On this we informed him, that our Lord knew his heart, whether
he ~as fincere~in •his promifes.
' We renewed our attempts with Iddeah, invited her to conti.nue
with us, ' anii fuffer our women -to take care of her child;' that her
example would have the happieft effects upon the nation; and knowing her eagernefs for European cloth, we promifed her three fhirts,
and any other articles, when· the fhip arrived; yea more, that we
would report her conduct to Queen Charlo!te and the Britifh earee
Iadtes, to . whom nothing would more endear her; and that the· next
iliip would aifured1y bring her very valuable prefents. She faid the
~~ld was bafe born; had it ·been Pomarre's, 'it would, have 'lived; but

of

· Our

promifed.
·
.
.
' . :
th. Brother Lewis _preached from 'Thou jhalt not ~ill,, to the,kmg,
9
heard
queen, M -anne Manne , and a number of the •natives, who
_
. _
with ferious attention,- and faid, " My ty te parow no Pretane, ima
" tipperahai mydide, ima poh~e roa .te taa~a: Goo~, i~ the ':or~
•• of Britain not 't o kill children, not to facnfi.ce men.
The high.
prieft whifp~ring fomething, we afk.ed him what he-faid; rhe an.
.fwered, he told the people to leave off their wicked w_ays.
. ·
Pomarre a~d Jddeah came at noon, and going mto th~ marned
bre~hren's ap~rtment, found them conv~rfing with the arreo1es on the
evil of deftroying infants. Iddeah was particularly ad~reife~ on the
fubject, as fue too was pregnant by a toutou who cohabited WJth her,
and was alfo of the arreoie fociety. Pomarre and. Iddeah had for
fome. time ceafed to cohabit ; he had taken another wife, and !he one
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tb.at pow ·ta~y wf;re ~rreoit1>~3jll.d; m~~<t~d '~ff ).Vitp.· her para-m~ur-.
w.ho fa:~ :l}y- af!d heard with u,t.~er· i.ndiiffeJlep.ce. .
·
.
. ·' : · .
-

In the after\il.o~tt we-again addrdfed the; nat1'ves through the mter-pre.ter. We atiik.ed t.hem •if th~y under}tood w·hat we faid; _they anfwered, Yes:; a:nd that.it was. v.ery good. A1nong our al!lditors was
.Mc;\WFoa.,. the h,tfha:J;i.d. of Pomat1:e's, £.uler, vvidow ©.f M@war<r.. the
lat~ c;\1ief Qf Eim.e<tl. 11tt eonMerf~jQf)_,tw.ith us·;, .he: faifl·zh~ wasi .tefo}ved tQ tirrQW a._way t-.he gods that t:0uld'. n,e.ither bea-l'ii nQt. f~ n.Ql\'
{pffik, ~d worihip the . Eng\1ih GQd< , He put fev~ra! ctu~ihon6· to
mi,.. p.a,r.tiE;:lilll.a-,rly-,._ whe.the.:r it was nc5t lawful for a, Jlil.an: to hav.e- one
w~(~;: \V~J.
bi:ni,.. affur~dl}f;. it waSJ aR ordinance of our Goch
to which ·®r~p.:lied,. H My- t.y.,, m.y ty,, very go,od..." . '.-: J · _. ~
. 1 otbi.
A w.-et ·dayi.. Inc th.e: itit~Jivailis, 0£ the fhowets \ven.t ~ '4!ttefib
of fitu.~tion for •er<eltib.g··n~w habit,a;tions;,_ tht ptefent no.t bav0i1g the
81
lao.d fo go~d ar(:),llf.O..©rt:h.em,. aJ.9-.-d, b¢.i:ng· a ~e~y._ f~dy fo.il., We. ~id -~otr
~. b~1t the m.ej&ll.tt)t k<t~~! ae~1t ~ bwld Qn th'e: fp.ots ~hidft. t~
urnt~©J1S, had! clb.~~, aSJr~\ci.rig 11M" ~v-tiage.s; ©ii!: fort, . as: w:el:l a-s
E@.~ e-ada!'rexly, breez..e.s fr.".ro the; m.©.'l!linfi:tio:i ; fe.ve~lr wa:.terlalls; m.ea'l" ~~'111
a lne_ai!1l.d~ll'ing fb:ea~ thir~ugh tb~ vall~y· ;. the. foot ofi the nnolll!lll1~<IhS
alo.0.111inde.d in bi;.cmd,£n1it- aru:l C©.C..~~nmift, arui the: land. apprared- foe.cl.
foli e-ulti<Vation,. beim.g clea;i::ed· qf tre~ which m.ad. be:en·buo:-rtedr·down·
by· the; mu.tineexs; ;. -w.iith. an. OJD,~ni:flg t0.1 the wdil:,. w~ch;~t-,~ ~ b~at\!litti!fal. v,hn-v.· o-f Matrri:1:bat ;;•,q.llldi a- clii:1bntrpJ1oipecli of Eimeo.
·
I '2.th.
This day Iddeah appeared ;i;gaitr, :tlDl p.wb1ic,. a11d' Marnn.e
Mamie- c0,1111rot1lnit:a:t~cl: ·tq ,~ ' Jlle 1 ~&:Ve. mteUigence. that :!he Tu.ad
iro:ur~ ed; h.er; ~w-b.©tflr bailii~~ · ·1t '\Mai&<, thei:efOiret nefolv.ed. by the
11
bl!ethuen.,; t:hit.J:! UQ:' in@..li<t p~fe~fd) \,~ ~te~vel'l· :fu:om.I:ddeah ;· and
·t;bJ,ltti Q)Ul) ·ma:ciit:td: ·q~~~iqrl:J.tQ£ keu e~ni~ :fh0~d l!,e- fhew;n
·~1.vm.ein~'i'e~- fh.~1 ~i!1 ~ -. ©m; bilitfe· CeJll1lffienettdi a, weekly Jed:u:rre;
brQt-1-te~· HeJ11:y: ~k~ ,..fu;Qtlfl; ·"+ IEbtcf$oru of NlailiL,isrnomct.'tr~ fed.M and
:hlVft' that w1hicb-,w~s.rrl-©,·£h:"···ilie kfgg-.arr~ m~y 6ltrhcite-amrwem
1

~I..

r.,:.

Fri~1em~

'!J

I'

., .

,,...,

., ··

,,r

li

·
.J
1 3:th. · P.ofua~e .a wi -Iddeakca.me with a;vaft:prefent qf p.qgs aff1:t
- <

,

vegetables, ,~hich were feparated into four.parcels. We afked Po~lire
from w horn they eame ; we thankfuJIy accepted his, but refufo:d- ta
touch thofe which Iddeah_ offered, a:nd affigi1ed our reaf9w, which1?-ndrew communicated . .· She was highly offended; faid f.he. had <f
nght to · do with her children as fue pleafed, a,11d fhoald 0bfelive the
c.u ~oms of the c~untry without minding our difpleafolie; aad wa.Thedl
oif with ht'.r 1routou, leav-iro-g the pr.efrnt behirtd :- a ne:w chdl which
ha!di ·been m~de. _for her~ being her own rna.terial,s, ~as.giiv.en her,J.
ami.d fu-e earned 1t o:ff w1th her. Yet: he!F .ul'lJlilaifit1,r,al erme dliid· mot
utltedy partis: 1.Ulllp>~~ed ;1 dreadfiiil milk abfceifs bn<iY1i11gJ;in h'€r 11M1dh
the fu:ge~n _s knife", anpr repeated iharp r,e0ti1kis ; ye1! heit h'rart ~pv ,
peaor~d iil:~11 hairdenecd,. She is a .b<itfoi daningµip:i-rit, amd rnU£h more
warhke tllian hetf httfband· Pomarre. As we wo11ld 11101!,receive· Jiddea:h~s,
prefenJ,.. w-e wiiihech Ma:.ta'me 1\-:faflne· to· di-:A!ribute it t'Q the naitr~s, · iinr...
fread of whicli he- eauried it off .to hi,s 0'\Vln. houfa.,
·
Yet ewei'l' this :is but O,llle arriohg many ·unnatural cri;meJJ which wedaine i:r~t ~~::·~rh~i-tte~-dg;i}.y withot1t-the idea:,0£ fu-ame or gu:iJtti.
Jhnl mmcrus, d1£11r1c.rs of the dland thete aiJie menem,hq> @•J i~ a;i.c3 ~001e1i-.
w011k. wiitrh 1tlir_~ at th£ dot:liii; 'are C©tllfillnOO- •~t~~ml FT.§}Viaom;
~ rulli ©f eatmg mcf di-eillng ; maiy not ecbt. ~fh -the- mt)lr,, Qit eft
their :ood, · but have fepa.rate plantations for theit~J>.e€.l!l!1Ktr u.f.e .,
. I:t .&5i remark:ailMe, thaitr with all thefe)ronii vi€es•f©i pired0minant,
m ou!Jt· pc.ewnce· thti!:J_mevu fhew an;! att:hu1le~or eomm:Dt aim, w llln-....
f.e«~!;r mdeed.1i~ey pr0fefs, lu~'lldly to lnow wharti we aFe, amd fai£pell
we are rnntr Engl!ifJmrm.ellll,. or 11ke ant othcJsS they, ro.'ave- feem.1 wh0-ihav;"ever vifited their ifland.
·
· Ito Illil!J' be · w0r.,t h ai rem-ark,, t1iait Idd€aila, ha-mi ~t beemi abfen'f! from
Qti.n ~\!If~ two1 cla-3/:'s before fhe appeamed as i£_n©t!himg ·aired ~'€l! : wiclni
,. i>1 little. 11rtconwel'l.<1.eF11::e 'cl© the mofih paiMtul, ope11aitii'©:iii& of natul'.e aff~~
thofe of that happy, cl,im0lte., .
.
--~~[ i i~ ;- Maim.lillC· Ma.rin.'6 b>rouigho ti&m())re:hogis,,. ain® 0111-e. ~ our fuws
~
hOi\iing fainv0w«d,, w~ had lil:€>.\W fi£tty1-nine' in tM frJt;; fo, tbi~·WQ'
••~ · m.1tydltlloo-)ll. iiy. tiloo gm<:1<ll.: of the 1arrcF isi bt£o].ie tm~ Ji§n©trhe.ir Je~w

a.

tm~

•·
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ci:d1;freffed the natives, with the king and queen; fome of them looked
fo :ll:edfafily at the minifier, as if eager · to devour every word that
was fpoken. " · My heart," fays W. Puckey, '' was much engaged
~ :in .fecret prayer for thefe poor fouls."
.:.·15th. Wanted plank for . !he blackfmith's :fhop; told the king.
· He·faid, " Harry-mie, come along." I thought he had fome ready;
1·.went with him and fix men ; he carried me up the valley, and
fearchinO' every houfe took what he liked: many of the people :ll:outly
refifted, but his men would not leave a plank. I told the king, wit:h ,
whom we exercife the moft entire familiarity, that he was a thief.
v No," fays he, " it is the cuftom of Otaheite."
The king was carried on men's :fhoulders, and thrqugh fuch dangerous places, that he ran the greate:ll: ri!k of breaking his bones ;
but he mu:ll: not alight, as every place his foot touches becomes -facred;
and his own ground. At la:ll: we arrived at a territory of his own;
when alighting, he took a maje:ll:ic ftride, and ftalkirig on~ "Puc_key ,,,
fays he, " is this a_s King George walks?" I told him, Yes. Having·
gone about three miles I defired td return, though the king would
have gone farther, notwithftanding the rain. He then gave me a·
hog;, and made the..people from whom he had taken the plank carry
it down to our houfe.
:
. · }: waited two hours, but the rain not abating, I pu:fhed homewards;
croffing the river I h~d like to have been ~arried away by the
ftream, and cried out ; one of our fervants immediately plunged in,.
and. brought me fafe to land, . though drenched to the fkin as I had

in

,
been the whole day~
, .. 6th. · This day· we · thrice -addreffed the natives by our inter1
pTeter, and with their ufual attention; but a~ foon as they ret_ired,
they .fell, like children, to their own light amufements. The Lord
grant the feed fown may take firmer root in their hearts l
· 7th. · Having given in the plan of the flat-bottomed boat w hie~
1
was to be built .againft the captain's return, it was approved. Poma.rre, ~n application, ordered fix men -to attend. me : I had lib~rty.
1
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to cut down whatever I chofe, and had not proceeded far before I found.
~n excellent pourow tree, fufficient to build a veifel of any burden;
It m_oft refembles afh, but the wood is harder; it grows crooked~
and is very capital for timbers and knees. The natives with me de1ired me not to do any thi_n g, but only to mark where and how to
cut, and they would do the work.
.
. i 8t~.
No~ able to work through pain in my back, my tayo and
hi~ wife commg, they defired to chamfer me, which gave me great
relief. The 1h_op being finiihed, and b_rother Hodges with Haffell at
work, the nat1ye~ crowded round him, but vafi:iy frightened with
the fparks ~nd hiffing of the iron in water. Pomarre came, fupre~el! del_1ghted with t~e ~ellows and forge, and catching the blackfnuth m ~1s ~rms, ~11 d1~ty as he was, joined nofes with him, and
expre:fied ~1s high fatisfachon. After work they vvere going to bathe
themfelves in the river, when the young king Jaid hold of an arm
of each, and went down with them to bathe. His queen T t
fi 11
d
d r. .
.
'
e ua,
•' Harre no t'avye , G o into
·
, o, owe,, , an 1a1d to Hairell,
.
t h e vva-- _
ter _: but they figmfied they wifhed ihe would leave them fir:ll: .
on dthis
d bihe retired : as for herfelf' fhe often bathes at nool)··day at-'
~en e y twenty men, feldom· ever having any women. to wait on
her.
20th: A nafrv.e
fiole
r. · d.
.
. a., box for the fake --of the na1·1s; we 1e1ze
a~d confined ~1m for three hours,_and _then liberated him, infor~ing
_hun~ that, 1hould any be caught in future, they ihould be more feverely
pum?ied. Soo~ after Pomarre and Manne Manne brought a peaceo~enng of a pig and plantain;-leaf. The leaf we accepted, but we
fa1d we could not receive the ,pig, having forgiven the offence.
2 I fi:. Two of our brethren went with three natives to procure
more wood: we_went up the valley; it is about feven miles long and
a_ quarter of a mile broad, with very little defcent, which makes the
nver meander flowly through it. It is covered with trees, except a
few verdant · fpots from whence the wood is cleared • The mount ams
·
on both fides are .exceedingly high and p~rpendicular, covered with

-~
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t6b
k . d f re:,
• ·
and a m O g J
0 uets
thrubs and trees, where parrots, p~rrd qh . 'e11.s The natives are
1· h f 11 bml t eir n n .
thrufh which fings de ig t u y' r. h -.r. n but ~ few hours in the
. .
d fl "fhing. they iee t e iu
1
numerous an
ou~1 . ,
ted b the mo~ntains, '·and a light_~oo
clay' his beams being mterce~
They have fine plantations of
breeze blows downward continua y. d h y have all the other edibles
ava and cloth.tre~s neatly enc~o_fed_; an the t they hardly ai-e at the
Y
fo indolent, t a
fl
.
·
b
in vafr profufion, _ut are
.
h
they are hungry' and eep
:_pa1ns to o-ather them. They eat w enl . fi cl:ed with that horrible
.
o
1 {i
There were fevera in e
. b
when they p ea e.
.
h
and fome with their hm s
difeafe. Europeans probably have left t em,
.

1?

ready to drop off.
d having made my feet fore,
nd thouo-h I excufed
Staying at a houfe till the refr retur~e '· r
a
{i t "d me his w rie ~ a
the kind inhabitant pre en e .
red a hog which was
· ·
f
he infrant1Y prepa
'
· il..
myfelf from. that avour,
.
.
from the mountain ; wh1ln
as my companions
came
.read y as Poon
l'
•
.,
fl.
. . f
Id
'ton his guens,
.
d
our bqJl: hi:mfel wou wa1
reaching to the n_atives ; an
b h
Henry was p
··
At our return rot er ·
{i
d that , , we gave them plenty
r. ; M-nne Manne ob erve ,
,,
after 1erv1ce
a
not of many other things.
. .;
." of the word of G~d, but h
f . 1 fervices : read the !artfcles of
22d, 23d. Nothmg but t e u ua
,religion we had fu\:>fGribeq._ . fi. • . t ·we ao-reed to new.regulatioi:is,
eting of our oc1e y
o.
.
24th. On a me .
f fi
. d as each had his vote m our
, .
h
m1ttee o
ve; an
fi.d
.
h
ht neceifary and a pre 1 ent,
abohihmg t e com
{i
only was t oug
'
•
W d'
P rules for every day's work;
deliberations, a ~cretar~
io be chofen ateachmeetmgb. .' ffce ~e: ~~r prayer in halfarf hour; to
the bell' to ri'.ng a~fix•; to . ea -~m e_ : ·. to · fipend from ten till
, ,
-vadous occupations ,
.
,.· . f '.
th ee till =•ni'g''hf at our ufual
labour till ten at _?ur..
- .
. ·
vement · rom
r
·three in menta1 impro
'. r
yer and the journal to be
·
b -n
· at feven 1or pra , .
,. . .
employment ;, ~ to nng
. · "1
iron Jor traffic-; and! caft lots
. d W e then 'proceeded to d1v1ue ou~
. . . . .
- '
'·
· '' '
rea .
·
. .
. .
nt; ·a nd' daily attended by
for the watches .
1
27th. Purfuing our vanous err:p ~y:.~th M anne M~e to finiih
t he natives. F iYe of us went to E uneo
.
.

.

.

l;iis veffel. The brethren at Eimeo were moft hofpitably entertained;
but Micklewright, the freward, having warped the Swede, and
di:finclined him to us, he made a variety of excufes for not interpreting to the people as ufual. Having an addrefs tninfiated, brother
Cover de:fired to read it to them, which Manne Mam~e approving,
under the fhade of a fpreading tree they fung, '' Salvation, 0 the
" joyful found," &c. and after prayer read the addrefs; at the clofe
of which Manne Manne exclaimed, " Very good fellow !,, and oii
aiking the natives if they underftood what was read, they replied,
" . Yes, it was very good.". They then croffe4 the bay, fully an.fwering Cook's defcription . . The face of tl\is ifland is very romantic:
the land around it is like the ruins , of a ftupengo_us 'fortification.
-The difrricl: of Watawy_ is lefs mountainous 'and better cultivated
than any at Otaheite ; 11-i.e foil deep and good. We re.tired to reft on
.fome Otaheite cloth laid on the boards of the veffel. Brothers
Bicknell and Cock worked at the veffel, whilft Cover, with Andrew,
with much difficulty was preparing a tranfiated addrefs; obliged to
· omit many fentences for want of words. Set off for Otaheite; fiept
at Popo bay in the canoe, very uncomfortably. The 'Yind increafing, we were driven to leeward, and· juft made Attahooroo.
Earneil: to reach our houfe for the fabbath; we fet off on foot, and
left the canoe with the natives.
On the way we vifited the tupapow of Orapiah : he is in a fitting
pofture, clothed in red cloth, under a ihed; a na~ive attending day
and night, and offering provi:fions to the mouth of the dead corpfe,
which not being received, he eats them himfelf. W e reached home
after ·twelve o'clock, very much fatigued, not having put off our
clothes fince we left Matavai. '
29th: 30th. Our brethren were actively employed, fawing plank
€or the ~oat. The natives are vaftly furprifed to fee us cut fo many
boards out .of one tree, two being the mofr they attempt:. ·they are
amazed to obferve the facility with which we work all our tools.
G ojng to the blackfo~ith's fhop, . l obferved a chief peeping in; I
y
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.
• he faid he was (mattow)
ik-ed him why he went n-ot within_.,.
h"
As foon as the
a •
r with the fire for fpitting at un.
frighted, and ang Y
h
·1 the natives fly• ·
iron hiifes in the water' or on t :e ~1~v~~marre in a journey through
Three of the brethren a-ccomparne .
.
d ·.
ake obfervations.
b
the iiland-, ·m ·or er to m
.h
'1-:et and four piftols t-0 . e
,
h ·k·
ame wit a mllll\:
ft
May xft.. T e m_g c
f, 1 t"
we demurred to ths! reque ~
repaired and cleaned. . On -con u ta ioh~
t the fmith we ordered
O
.
.
h
g
and
other
t
mgs
' .
{
but as he had. ent a o
ff the ref\: for a while. .
one of the piftols to be done, and ~ut o We {hall -tranfcribe a paffage
·_ 2d. Our monthly prayer ~eetmgfi.
which others will feel with
' f h ..
als on this occa ion,
-.
ft h
from one<> t e Journ
" 0 L d how greatly ha t ou
· h
we do ·
or '
d be
fenfations of dehg . t as
r. • ,J
f thy dear children .{houl
O
•
•' honoured me, that thouianms cl h
haft fet me 1n
a h eathen
•
J: .
a worm ! Lor ' t ou
.
·1k
d
r. f,
k flowing with m1 an
" praymg ior me,
1 d "f I may io pea ,
h
d
f tude int,o my poor cold eart,
" land, but a an :J i
t more grace an gra i
k" k ,,
'' honey. 0 pu
. h J· {h.ur.un grow fat and ic ·
ay never wit
e
·
" and ig rant th ai!t I m
,
~·
·u d b the kin-o- and queen,
Ernnloyed Olil. the boat. V1 ite . y ea"'ed toofeventy; and
d
3 •
··--r .
0 r hogs are mer i•
who . fopply all our wants. . a
One of our :ilieep brought
·n·
t
reated
them
to
bnng
no
more.
we h ave e
d
lamb much wante .
Brother
a fine y<>ung ram
'
t the ,communion.
5th . . Held a m~eting preparatory . o
·ned every one with great
after prayer' ehxam.1t·o... and reproof as was
L ewis ' as elde:fl: ma.nifter,
r.
. .
{uch ex orta l ~,.
fidelity and tenderne1s, g1vmg f
. d
d melting of heart preh
, 0 . ennefs o mm an
.
.
contrition for any pail: improneceffary. A app~ p
vai.led > ai,:1i fymp~oros -of geTnl!lhi~e
the firft meeting ·of the kind
. .
cl - , h -ot-her.
is was
,
. ed r.
hi
~:i.,ehes rowar ., s ~<;:
fi . b . we expenemc . 1omet ng
1
we had held, and if was .tr~ly pro }a e . f God ~vith us. Refolved
1: , 11,..:ng ilfe1.ence o
d
of the_healing , a.a r-e1,reuv . ~
fuch meeting ihould be i:1ont~l: f
'P . ara Temarree, who is rer.. d b a chief -f)r,1en rom ap
,
.
.
·Y
r
.. .
ll d an Eat-oo~; fomet1mes,
7th. .va,i,1te MManne He 1s ca e
puted equal t~
a,nne ,
··1 E tooa : ·:he was -dre!fed in a wrapper
no ·t'Eatooa , the -man
· 9f t 1e. a
T Fata
l
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cloth, and over it an offic.er-'s coat doubled round him.
At his firfi ·approach he appeared timid, and was invited in : he was
but juft feated when t.he cuckoQ c.lo~k fbw;:k, a.nd :filled him with
aftoniilunent and terror. Old Pyetea had brought the bird fome
b..rea.d-fruit, obferving it muft be fta._rved if we never fed it. At
breakfaft we invited Temarree to Qur repaft; but he fir.fl: held out his
hand with a bit of plantain, ~nd JoQked very folemn, which one of
the nat.ives faid was an Qffering to the Eatcfoa,. and we muft receive:
when we had tak~n it qut of his hand, and laid it under the ·table,
he fat dowri and made a 'hearty breakfaft ..
Brnth~ Cove.r read the tranflated addrefa to all thefe refpecled
guefts, the natives lifren~ng .with attention, and particularly, the
prieft,_ who fee.med to drink in every word, but appeared difplea.fed
wh~n urged to caft away their falfe gods; and on h~ring the names
Jehovih and Jefos., he would tum and whifper. The people were
e.xamined by the brethren if they underftood what was faid, and repeated ~ confide~able part of what had been delivered, and feemed
greaHy pleafed.
9th." T€marree aecompanied the king arid queen, and fraid to
dine with lJ-S. He is, we find, of the royal race, and fon of the
famed Qbe.rea. He is the firft chief of the ifiand after Pomarre, by
whom he has·be~n fubdued, and now Uves in fi-iendfhip with him,
~nd has adopte.d his fon. He is alfo high in e.fl:eem as a prie.fl:. His
pam~·qf E~tooa engaged our converfation. · We told him the Eatooa
cQu.ld not die, as he muft. A by-ftanding native faid, " that he
'' mllft be .a bad Eatooa indeed; for he had himfolf feen one of his
'' kind killed with a mufket ; and that they were ·no gods who could
" be killed.,, Thefe priefts pretend to great power, as for-cerers, to
kill and make alive; and the people are in much.awe of them: but we
fet their power at nought.
12th. We received affiiclive intelligence that Mickle.wright
and the Swede had· fired upon the inhabitants at Eimeo: this grieved
y

2

FIRST 1'11SSIONARY VOYAGE

and alarmed ·us. We difpatched a letter to our brethren then with
Pomarre, advifing them of what had happened, and hafrening their
return. With thefe men we determined to have no more intercourfe.
13th. The birth-day of little Otoo Ha:ffell; but this name_is fo
facred here, that every .word into which Otoo enters is prohibited,
and may only be ufed in fpeaking of and to the king.
14th. The tayo of Puckey returned from Oparre, and brought a
prefent: it being the Lord's day, he declined accepting it till the next
morning. Fewer natives attended the worfhip to-day than ufual.
15th. Our brethren ·returned in confequence of our letters, all but
brother Main, who fraid one night with Temarree: he joined us the
next day.
16th. The account they give is, that they made the circuit of the
greater peninfula, and entered Tiaraboo, which Pomarree reprefented
,as of very difficult travelling; fo they returned by the fouth, and
were every where kindly received, and mofr hofpitably entertained by
Temarree, who prevailed on brother Main to be his tayo, and gave
him and brother Clode each a double canoe, !hewing them all his
frores and fire-arms which he got from the mutineers; the guns,
however, by the policy of the Swedes, are all bent. Pomarre, and
the kino- and quee·n , would fain have detained them, not meaning
themfel~es to return to Matavai till the fhip comes. Every evening
and morning the king, or fome of the people, reminded them of the
parow, or prayer, and joined with them attentively; but fometi~es
the natives were noify and interruptive: however, the brethren daily
maintained their worfhip, and on the fabbath retired, and enjoyed
f weet communion with God.
Their fingularity of manners in this part of the ifland, which had
not been vifited by them, their finging, and a:!king a ble:ffing on
their meals, excited furprife and laughter, though prob~bly not the
laugh of contempt; for every where they were tre~ted fu11:ptuou:tly,
and fometimes on a table, with plates, in the Engli!h fafl110n. We
-+
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cannot omit an obfervation here made by one of the brethren : '' Yet
" all this kindnefs is n?t the gofpel: were we as gods among them,
-" we fhould be wretched, if they believed not our meffage."
" A prieft, who pretended to great power in witchcraft, pro" duced a rufh wrapped up in the form of a bird, and {hewed me,''
fays one of the mi:ffionaries, " how they worfhipped their god by
" this infirument, and intimated that it gave the divine refponfe as
" our bible. To a curious perfon it would have been a feafr to
·" examine, but my bowels yearned over _their ignorance and idolatry.
"The fame priefr very kindly anointed my legs, which were much
" affected, with, the juice of an herb, which gave me more relief
'' before morning than all the applications I had made for three
" weeks before ; fo that they are not defritute of fame medical know" ledge, probably the refult of experience."
· Palling into Tiaraboo, we vifited Pomarre's youngefr fan at
Matowee, his difrrict, tµe befr cultivated and _mo.fr populous we
have feen. We fropped at Wyoteea, as Pomarre faid the next difrrict
was not friendly to him; but we went ourfelves and returned, and
met the fame civilities every where.
On our return, brother Broomhall~ through fatigue, and catching
cold, had one day a fharp feverifh attack. One of the priefl:s told
him this :ficknefs was inflicted upon him by the Otaheite Eat6oa,
who was angry, and w_ould kill him. Broomhall faid he was not at
all afraid of their god, who wa~ a bad god, or rather no god; that
our Jehovah fent it, and would remove it the next day. The faying
jnfrantly fpread among the natives ; and brother Broomhall began to
_fear he had fpoken t_o o. haftily _and unthinkingly of his fpeedy
recovery, and that God might be d1fhonoured if his illnefs increafed :
he .therefore looked up earnefily to God in prayer to heal him. The
priefr came to him again and again, as he turned in his bed, and
a:!ked if he f11ould be well to-morr~w? He faid, he trufied his c ·o d
would refiore him. He had a refre!hing njght's fleep; and on the
morrow found himfelf recoverec,l, ~~1d rofe. Many of the natives that
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day quefrioned him if he was well, and feemed a!l:6ni-i~ed at his recover-y. The prieft, among the re!l:, defired to know 1f the ~retanee
God had fent away the ficknefs; he faid, Yes; and took this occa:fion to fpeak to him about their fuperftitions,~and urged that the
gods whic~ he and his daluded followers worfhipped were no gods;
but the priefr infifred that they had gods, and a great many, an~
that they prayed to the good ones to keep away the ~ad ones; and 1f
he did not blefs the food, the bad gods would enter mto the men and
kill them. Brother Broomhall replied, that they were under no apprehenfion of the bad god entering their food, let hi~ pray_as mu~h
as he pleafed, he fhould eat without fear ; but the pneft fa1d, ~e ~1d
not wifh to do him harm> and walked off confounded. This c1rcumfrance fuews we muft expect oppofition when we have acquired
the language, and go forth among them to teftify. th~t the~r d~eds are
evil. O that we may rejoice in being c~unted worthy-to Juffer for
ChriWs name fake !
The account~ of former .nav-igators as to the populoufnefs of the
1::ountry are greatly exaggerated. We think that not a fourth part fo
many will be fou1:d as Captain Cook :fup~0fas, perhaps not a tenth ..
In this excurfion we vifited one chief, m whofe houfe were many
wooden gods, of· different names :· the god of the fun, and moon.
and·frars of men and women, and children, &c. They had each
a fword' axe or' hammer in their hands, which, the priefr faid,
was to k'ill th~fe who offended them, unlefs they offered a facrifi.ce or
atonement tor their crime. ,... When they offer any thing, whether men
or hogs, 9 r canoe, they fay, "Take this, and be_not angry. "-Yet to
thefe wooden reprefentatives they feemed to pay little refpect ..
sth. Held a very profitable meeting, to exprefs the feel_mgs of
1
our ~inds refpeel:ing the work in which we are engaged. Haffell and
Hodges went to feek free fand-at Oparre, but found none. Every ~ou~e
offered them fowls, if they would fray the dreffing;, and at Pomarre s
a hog was immediately killed and drdfed; they got 'twenty pine-apple
plants:- and as they returned they were met every where by the· people
r
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with apples, cocoa-nuts, and bread-fruit; and ~ne man forced upon
them a bafket containing a roafred fowl and bread-fruit, which they
broug~t horn~. . '' I took occafion," fays one of them, '' to fpeak
'' agamft their. mtoxication with yava. They faid it only made them·
·',' dance, and tobacco_tlid the fame. I wifh it never had been brought
" hete by us."
,
I 9th-2.3d. Several fucceeding days are only marked with ordinary
ec~urrences. Happily to-day our fifrer Henry increafed our number
:"1th a healthy female cl\ild, after _a fafe and eafy delivery. Thus,
mftead of de~th making inroads among · us, and in a climate fo ctifferent from bur native foil, not one
us i-s ·debilitated with difeafe.
:Surely the defire of every heart i:s to devote all our il:re.n:gth to the
•
,
_g lory of the great Auth9r of it.·
27th. The bo~t,goes
brifkly; and will foon be :finiihed. Two
of us went to 7>xamine th~ coral, reef before the mouth of the river·:
-on the infide the depth is very irregular; in fome places the water is
~wo or t_hree' fathoms, in others a_boat can fcarcely pats. The bottom
1s beauuful ; branching trees of coral~ with fmall fi{h of th~ moft
beautiful and vivid colours: f wimming in the midft of them. · Owr
. c~noe upfet~ but no danger enfued.
~8t!1: ." ~his_ evenin?~ after divine fervice,. I wa!ked, '' -fays
W. Puckey,
with a native who had .been fome time with us; ~nd
.. ' from fhe b~autifu[ fcene of creation around ~s, I took occa.fion t<)
" difcourfe of Him who made.all thefe .things. He faid, The God
" of Pretane made aII things there,. hut not at Otaheite; that one of
" , their gods rea.checl up, and fiu.ck the ftars in the fky;. and that
'"' Mawwa, a being of enormous ftrength, holds the fun with ropes,
n fo that he may not go fafter than he pleafes.
I endea.~ured to
:: undeceive him refpe~ing thefe t~les of their priefts; and, pointing
t:0 t~e houfe at Oparre, told _him they were no gods who. were
" placed there, but the work of men's hands; for there the t.I::iree
:: gr-e~-t . go~s, Ooroo,, Ta~e.' and Tarna ,~re, to whom they only
· fatnfu:e m great ex~r-emtt:tes~ when ~he priefts. fay they are angry.
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:f: ·d
h k ew they were angry. He a1 ,
'' I aiked the young mc:!,n, how ht ey h~
done. he laughing faid,
.
I aiked ow t 1s was
,·
. - . ' d h" felf in a bundle of cloth,
" By fpeak _m g to us.
. h :{i
fi s a pnefr wrappe un
.
k .
fl
. :{hrill ~queaking v01ce,
, ' on t e e occa ion ,
.k b 11 and f po e m a 1arp'
,
h
k'll
a
man
and
my
anger will be ap" rolled up h e a a '
1
'
I
y
;
fetch
me
qg~,
'
"
am angr .,
{h
l. the folly and knavery of t h e
,
I
deavoured
to
ew
um
k
'' peaiied .
en
-.
t f words and language to ma e
'' impofhire, and regretted my 7nt:e Lord hafi:en the happy time,
" ·myfelf better underfi:ood. f ~ ~ 11 t ke root in the hearts of thefe .
,, when the power of the go pe
a a .
.
'' benighted people!" . h
dl
to erect a building for Mr. LevYis
29th. Refolved, wit out e ay,
d that each member have a
and
grammar
;
an
.
b
l
to prmt a voca u ary
.
.
.
b :{int to the directors.
·
copy, and one e e
r
h " t ·o · Mr·. Cover, a prefent of. a
- - Manne 1ent 1s ay ,
joth . M anne.
d . b. t twenty fowls . with thefe cam~
three
goats·
an
a ou
' ·
· h
double canoe,
.
- ., · d d. : ct d to Mr. Cover, wherem e
f
.A. drew the-Swe e, ire e
. a letter rom n
, e · fome of the carpen!ers fent over to E1meo,
~xpreifes a de~re _-to ~av~.
M - 's veifel. We much fufpect th.e
to affifr in· fin1:llimg M~n~, . anne , .
-truth of what it coJ?tains, it is as follows.
"

SIR

,

f

11.. •

r

·

f . d Manne Manne, I mun. m1orm

the requefl: o yobur rh1en
ld come over to us as foon
fires
your
ret
ren
wou
·
1
d
be {pared that he would
" you, t h at h e e
rr.bl
d .f no more than one can
' ,
" as po111 e; an 1 .
.
b·
of which we may be able
.
r
· l ng with him, Y means
. .
'' bnng a iaw a O . .
h
.tr. l
hich at the prefent time, 1s m
• fi iihmg t e veue , w
,
.
:{h
on account of a fpite that
" to proceed m n
'' danger of b.eing burnt ~onftwnht? a ldesm,an and me and even your- , ·£ h · aga1 t e o
'
. .
" ~omarre.s w1 ~ ~s h h :{h . was in the wrong in . k11lmg of
·" felves, -for us telling er t adt de the people in almofr every difi:rict
_."
h"ld
She has or ere
•
·
d
her own c 1 •
ld
n and kill him, and us, an
" of Eimeo to feize upon ~heh~ m: , We were aiTaulted the 8th of
,, every one that :{hou_ldfta _ is pa; .about th.ree hundred men, be'' this month by an m urreu1on. o
"

UPON

\1-.

.....

fon:ghlg to our OW~ pta~e, tl;at came ·on purpofe to infal't us ; 'h ut
we ·being forewarned a f~w-days ago 'o f theh- int:entiori.s, they did
rrot fotceed to their wifh, as the fieward and I were oa o~r guard;'
and, as 'foon as they began to -inf1t:1.lt ·~-he old man, by 'firing a -round
ur two amongfr 'them ·:tihey difpe:rfed with0u-t tihe ·1e~'S ·Gf any' life,
or. hurt, _e?{cept .one ·ma1:1, that w3:s wounded ·by me, a:t ·the firft ·
on'fe't, with my ·cut1afs. They h<;1ve now aiked . our _·p ardon, and
l\Jegged peace ; but =a:re firiU very miftmfi.fu'.J. 'Of them, ~s they ·hav_e
removed what little they have·to a _diH:-ant par-t; that we are ·under
ti, :the'ne~effiry.of keep~g ~ ·good l0.dk-0u:t a:t night, .for ·fear df·them
" _'fettfug 'me· ta ~lte4roufe, -tvhicb t'h:ey 'have -t!h-reatened to do.- ·/so
t, ff you C~'ntrdt 1.fpar'e a1fy bf dre 1b-ret.4¥ren to come over.; ipleafe to
~' 'fefra Wot'<! by_tbe>t,-eater of.t?is Wha\ feiu tlilink :is heft fo 1be <:lone!
'" Aild, 'if a'Il'j one fu<?utd 'come, I -wottld a-dvife (them to.bring fome..
" ·tl:ring 'of·def~nt.e wit'h -them., as "that w0111cl grea'fly· acro -te t'he fear...
" rity_of·ourfelves, a·s -weR as 1:hat ·bfthe "vellel.
: . ~" .M-e ha's frkewife fulfi.lled his -promi'fe !td> "you, ·b y fendfog you~
~' -piir t1f -C}fITO'eS, three goats, and 'fome -fow!J.s. . J!!e'bas a.ilfo rent -by
" ·ct1he 'heitrer · two pieces -of recl dofu, -w,l:ii'ch he withes ·yon to -get
· f" 'iYia'<fe intS 'an=uuiif';hn -coat, -t:ttrned ·l:lp-~ifh --black or blue; and 1to
" have it done as foon as"poffible, fo that the bearers of this· may
~ llidt1g 1ii back' \with biin.w'hen be re~urns, ~1'1.ich wilf be fome t:ime
'~ in goihg ·r01ana '1'.o Tiarabl:>0.
" 'Fon.ny owh·part, , 1 arp tforry I <ce-ulcl not cb~e ever to -y0u, on
'~ a~coun~ ~f the old man being '.afraid t :o lt-ay by 'himfelf among.fl:
' ' thdfe 'ttoublefome neighbours df ours. ·we are frill contented, and
Tc witl be tnore comforted by hearing that you and your brethren
-c', en:joy _good ·health, unity and concord amongft yourfelves~ an:d
, "'' ·peace with ·the natives.· I have no ·m ore news at ·prefent, and
· __'.' therefore remain, with efl:ee~, your fri~nd and well-wifher,
"'
"~
"'
"'
"'
"
'"'
"'
"

! .

{Signed)

"
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.mountain
plantain,
which each m an carried at the ends ·or a pol:171
air.ed
h"

At ~ meeting of .the brethren, where this letter was read, it was
thought unfafe for any of them to go to Eimeo while there was caufe
?f apprehenfion and danger. Neither could they at that time fpare a
faw, as they were employed in much neceifary work of their own ..
But they agreed that the coat for Manne Manne ihould be made with

over 1s .fhouldcr.
6th. The monthly prayer-meetin
t
hands are lifted up for us!
g a nme.

P

all.poffible difpatch.
.
We have _fl:rong intimations given us that Micklewright and ,the
S.yede intensl to feize Manne Manne's veifel as foon as fhe is fit for
fea, and ma~e for Port Jackfon.
This afternoon our boat being completed, with the help of the
nativ~s; we got her out of the houfe, and launched her into the river.
It is twenty-two feet long, fix broad, forty-fix inches at each end;
!he bottom feventeen; height two feet fix inches. Forty natives
~nd two or three brethren jumped_ in as !he went off, . and rowed
9own to the fea: fue moves very fwiftly, confidering her flat bottom,,
• ,
draws only two inches of water, and is about fix tons burden.
June dl:. Held our preparation meeting for the Lord's fupper;.
brother Jeffeffon, l~ade'r: a precious and profitable feafon; great open~
p.efs of heart. Where any grievance had fubfifted, each acknowledge.d
his fault, and expreifed tender mutual forgivenefs;, and much bleffing
followed.
·
2d, 3d. Employed in fitting up a printer>s fhop. Vifited · by a
number of {hangers, and by Whyooa, the younger brother of
Pornarre, with his wife, a very elegant woman ;. fitted up a bedfread
_for him, with which he was highly gratified.
4th. Enj_oyed the ordinance of 'the Lord's· fupper. A large body
of natives a{fombling round us, we embraced the opportunity of reading to them an addrefs., traniiated by the Swede, which they faid
they underftood,. expreifed themfelves pleafed, and fpok-e af it to one
another.
5th. About fifty people croifed the river, fent from Pomarre with
provifions, confifting of three hogs, bread-fruit,. cocoa-nut,, and

•

m

lL

;:

How many holy

7th. The natives who live with
.
.
.
u_s pilfer us ; one of them this
mornino- confeifed a d .
.h
. . o
, n impeac ed his com
.
pa1:10ns. They charged
.prmc1pally two perfons who had l fi
pf them being taken owned th fie t tli_s : thefe were fent for' and one
fu"
,
e ca mg of a I
irt.. He was imprifoned, but the fl:olen·
arge _ue., and a check
_b y his friends, he was releafc d . h
?oodp bemg brought back
.c
d
e wit a reprimand
-1
ioun at Attahooroo and b
h
.
; a c eaver·wa£ alfo
the 'iiland of Eimeo ,the nat_rougfc t bffa~k. The other thief being at
. ·
,
1ves et o mac
k
.everung I fpoke to the young m
h
~1;1oe to ta e him. In the
of the kindnefs we had fhew -h~n weh a~ difcharged, reminded him
fa.id, with tears in his eyes nh Im w en ill, and his ingratitude; he
h
, e was a taata eno
· b
9t • Dr. Gillham havino- h" 1
' a very ad man. .
three or four·of us purfued t'l:)li ~sh~ ofthes ftolen while he was· bathing
'
e t 1e . he :fled H .
a e to the place and h .
. ,
.
eanng a drum we
•
avmg mtelli
h
.
'
h ft d.,
,-ufhed in, and feized h. fi l
gence t e thief was there we
fired fled in a minute •rmwe nbe y drdeifehd for dancing; about a hun.
'
egge t em
t
b
we .only wanted 'the thief h
no to e frightened as
pillar of the houfe • yet h, w o~ wde brought off, and chained 'to a
.
,
e contnve to go ff • h
emg
purfued,
it
wa:s
recovere·d
d h. o
the padlock ; but
bh. k
·
' an
e was difi ·m d
t. m of n:fi_fting; yet, ftrange to tell I thou m_1 e • . None ever
.riik to . _freal, they fcarcely ever ufe
h gh they will run any
Pomarre ~nd Otoo ~ve ea h
w_ at .t ey get, but lay it up

w:t

h

th

c more articles than ·

d

·

ey pro. uce non~, wear only a piece of cloth . any among us; yet
ever cravmg for mqre.
round them, and are

. ·..
11th. Brother Cover baptized the . f:
Henry, and preached a very 1·ud1·r1'0 d·r. in afcnt daugh~er of brother
th
.
,., us 11cour e o . b .r.
.
e natives were prefent • and look ed wit
. h wend n apt11m.
Many
' of
·f .
can thefe things mean? They 11
ill
er, as 1 inquiring, what
woman had produced a child ~onexpre ed great pl_eafore that a white
g t_h em, and are exceedingly fond of
·

Z 2

TO THE SOUTH-SEA. -ISLANI5s.
FIRST tviISSl0N ARY VOYAGE .
1 7-2
l fid f the river we called to
.
h
the ot 1.er e O
'
d
the infant. Heanng a eev~ . £ m e out and faid they would 9
them to defift .. Old Pyatea sd:~ ;;:tane's d~y, and immediately left
fo no more, as ~t was the Go
, .
i

,., the confequences which mi-ght refolt fr©m it, we were. indueed to

~ff dancing.
b
m ile where.we have thoughts
t1 valley a out a
•
· We walked up 1e
d
nder at tree: t-he natrves.
anfions · fat own u
of erecting our new m
, k d.
und u s and fat down; weh'ld en floe e aro
'
h
d
men women, a1:i- c l r ,
r the falvation of the heat en,
'
d went to prayer 1or
h .
,~
fung an hymn, an
.
. d
" 0 how I antedate t e ume,
. . ed m attllli e.
f. h G
in which themfelves JOill
11 b bl to iipeak the language o t:- e e
·
" hen I iha
e a e·
o 10
r
ore
rm
w
. • fhaaT I then ~nj0y !
fays Puckey,
hat
opporturut1es
·
h
,,
" poor heatl 1el'I. I W
d' ,. . t to declare his trut 1•
. . .
eal of Go s iam s
,, of the pnm1t1ve z
·
.
E. eo for Manne M annc
. d th coat was fent to im
. r.
A
I 2th.
This ay e. . .
ho waited for rhat purp01e.
·
f
Corn.elms l!,md, w
·
,
~ya man rom. . . mfwer to,thatwe,had ref:eived.
.
.
ktter ~ccompamed it m

I

.

.

i

'"
.('
t'
H

un~rorm

•u

.,
f'

,f ..

a

·1r

. aer

an

.
.
, ct'
ou mention, of the 8th ult.
" Europe.
" With refpe& to the infurre ion y which give us great unh e reached our ears,
.
'' various reports av .
d
h d killed two men. Knowing
f
were mforme you a
a
,, eafine s, as we
. . h l d
the perpetration of fuch an a ' nor
" neither the caufe w hie e to
>

"

recaH five of our brethren who went on leave of abfonce ia the
diftrict of Paparra and Tiaraboo. We hope you gave no caufe to
the natives to commence fuch an a:lfault. -1 f .ft rea11y originated
in the breaft of Iddeab from the part you took in reproving her
for h er crime, fear not h er difplea1forC'!: the L ord who hateth
iniqMity is able to deliver you o~t of h er hantl. You a{k our advrce, what is beft to be done: we rooHy know 11ot how t-0 counfel
yuu in this refpect, but hope your penfonts 'fuy tlYis ~ime are out of
danger of lddcah's refentmeflf. Shouldl it c0n.f.inue on the caufe
y ou fuggefi, ,ve ih<'>l!l-ld a1forel yon pi:otecl:ion under 0ur roof.
'' By fbe' beair.er w e fehd an
ico;t for Manae Manne, made
of the oloth fent t h5 , an d Jh ope it wi!l1 give him ,ffati-s.fa.aion. The
brethren join Wit>h me in ,gr-atefol acknow ledgments for .tlI fer~
vit?cs ; a.ad
I remlin
" Your fincere friend,

h

Matavai' Ju,re r2~ •

" SIR,
. ·~. d on the 29th,
h ,6th ult I r.ece1ve
.
. with
. .II
f
' " .Y ouR letter o t e ~
fi 1 as a prelen~from my rayo
,, canoe three goats, arrd fevera o":lls, ak~ him· my grateful ac~
,
i:
h.ich vot1. w1 m
h
,, Manne Manne; 1or w
J.
•
afford me pleafure w en
.
d -affure h1m 11) W.l
,
{I
" knowledgments, an
.
. fu·tame.Yetum.' Vonr retft~e
hllll a. more l
11....
he
'' I {hall be able to ren
. . . h b" fent to affift in :finiwmg t
t:.. .
'flionanes mig t e
d h t
d ·twas unanim01dly agree , t a
" that two of tu.e llll
" veifel, I laid befOlie our b0dy.{i ~n 1 e could not part with any of
'' in the prefen.t ftate of th~ oo1~tky w r.rary to be done before the
fi of tb.e. wor necen,
.h
.
. .n. . a,.few days ;· and
t e
" the brethren, b ecau e -.
fi
.
D ff 'w.hlch we expe\.._L m
.u arrival of the
u ,.
d d £
etting ready our lett~rs· or
cc time we can fpare will be nee e
.or ~
'
I

"'
"
"
''
'"

r

"J.

F . CovER.Y>

fad:

A
wa-sr r4wFtetl t0 u s this 'tiny, whfoh, if ,#tie, was ihoekiag.
In one df 'Capfain Cook's ¥ifits' he- left •a great monkey, who was
made a chief at Attahooroo; he had a wife ahd thirty fer-vants, and
~bundat-H\:e 0f evety thi,ng: the"y da1J<Ul c}i,ill)! Taafa.1 odree' hal'rai, -the
.great mart dog. One,day the woman•fcein.g,•him.icate'.h the flies and
~--at -fhem, which th~y abominate, , fhe
away into the m0untains ·;
th~ monkey: aad his toutb.us purf~ea, but' b eing met by Temarre, who
Was jeafous of li~s ·authority,, he knoc;:'kel:i Him dowri' '"~th a club, and
killed 1him . .
One of•o-ar bret-hren- this afternoon fi~fing in his birth writing, a
y6ung gi~l eam'e· in, and expre!fetl .ner futrp~ife that we behaved fo
different to therii <from •wha~. a11 on¥ COl'l'fltrymen had el~ne. He told
her that fuch praaJices were wicket!, t a-nd tliat if ' we di6 { utiJ:li. ·tihirlgs
our G od would ·be angry. ''' O'h, P faid fue, " bu t I ·will come to
I ' you -in the nrght, '1-nd then none c-an· fae us."-He replied,, " No..

ran
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I 74.
h . . ht 'to -him is as bnght as
'd from· our•God ··, t e mg
" thin_g .~an b ~. h 1..
ihadow of death w h ere a·ny
[1

" the :day' an4 there is_no.ddarf:knefs oh\de themfelves; ··But, if yon
·
k
f w1cke ne s can
·
. ,, r
" of the wor ers O •
·
. h
e :{hould love you.
il cuftoms t en w
bl
" firft put away your ev
: h . 'ft fupply of vegeta es ;
. .14th. Vifited by Ma:vr?a_, ~1t . a .lva fat- and tattoued all over.
· 1'{land •
. him ' amazmg
.
bY t 'from iiland to
three arreoies acco_mpanied
·
11. • t1
wandering a ou
h
This fociety is cqnnan y .
.
. f. .d to ·have eac two
Jl.
{i
we have feen, are a1
d . h
They ar~ the f;inen per. ons
h
e with each other ; an m U•
or three wives, w}:ii~h they ex~ a0:g. amon them. Wherev:er they
manly. m,urd~r _every infant t~at ish
bornh , w!nt from the inhabitants.
·
·{i
er to fe1ze w at t ey
. » h
go th~y exerci e pow
. b ft
d fay " Harre, give, w en•
rea , adn
deny them. They never
T. hey fmite. their handh'on their
. and none ares
.r
ever they-covet any t mg,
l. hl efpected as norie but per1ons
o~k .· live 1?,y plunder ; . yet ~re :ugT~h'f. r
kes ~omen fo fc?,rce, .and
f,
-W . ,, . . ,d
them
is ma
of rank are admitte among
G d haften the time of re orm..
other horrid vices fq_ conup.on. ay - o

M

ation !
'
{i led for two or three days. In
I 6th.
Th~ weath~r ha~ ~een u:~~ leafant; and no hotter than
g.eneral we }:ia,ve had it peltt~:ve bee~ able to work all day without
we have felt in England.
e
.
d enjoyed much of God's freinconvenience. . .
,
· f,
1
. I ~th.
Open~ the day- as u _ua ~}:ddrefs t.h e natives· in a written
.rence. embrac~d the· oppo~tq.mty_
and thildren·underfrood
l'
·'
, .
ff, d s that men, women,
.
difcourfe. Th~yta _µr:. ~ " Ver nice, and very good;" repeatmg
~1s and .faid, in Enghth, uld y t aw
· ay the Pret.ane parow, and
'
d
fi
d
we
wo
pu
.
.
·t .-,.ften . bt\t . ,,; ire , ,
.h' h- .w· e promifod
t h em to do
l ~
', ·
h .
tongue w ic
. {i
fpe~k to them in t ~ir _own e And oh, tha.t He may ~ive us ome
as fool). a~ we· fhould: ~e cl;bl . . fent us hither ! We might have a
,_ f .thefe fouls for our hire, w.ho •ffi
. we would admit to bapo
.f 11.k
any m). 1onanes,
h .
i ,
em
d
. . to be better than t eir
h oft of converts
i: .r
God an re11gion
d
.
~-f: thofe who coi;i1e1s our
. Chrift Jefus, an.d turne
ii h
created anew m
G d
~i m . -· . .
d f om the power of Satan unto o •
own. But till we ee t. en;i
t;uly from dar~nefs to light, an r
.
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we 'ihall not admir them · to the participation of. our facred ordinances.
· ·A brothet took occafion to fpeak to Tappeoy, one of our a:ffiftants,
and explain what Mr. Cover had preached in the morning, and told
him he had himfelf left 'father, : and mother, and lifter, and many
friends, to inform him about our God and Saviour Jefus Chrift, &c.
He liftened with attention, and feemed much affected, faying, Never
Ertgliihmen there before talked and acted as we did. ·
19th. Got up ·the · flag-ftaff forty" fe~t nigh, rigged like a mafr~
but had like- to have loft fay~life in -procuring;it from the mountains,
whither we' went. ; The natives climb . like . fquirrels. 'I followed
them till ·the rock became perpendicular, · arid I dreaded, when I
looked down, how to defcend again without 'being ·dafhed in pieces.
I committed myfelf •fo . God, and holding by 'little pits in-the rocks
very· :llipper"y witli rain. defcended trembling; orie hold failing, I muft
have gone headlong down the·precipice; indeed, without the help of
the· natives, I never could hav~ got down ·at all. I immediately offered· them all the '. fiih-ho~ks and beads about; me. One :£hanger
only accepted a fiih-hook; the reft refufed to take any thing from me·;
and he who took the hoo~ ,{aid he. would go and get the pole we
;wanted.
,
A chief .had a. ,hog reoldy, dieffed for us, and faid, any poles we,
wiih~d ihould be fent on 'Friday; As w.e came back we found the
river much fwollep. with rain, and were carried ·o,ver in many places
by the .natives. - The valley was·full of apple-trees ·1oaded with fruiti,
and hundr~ds lying on the ground neglected.
·
On the 24th feveral natives came from other difrricts where the bread'~
fruit begap.'to be fcarce; to gathei.fome from the trees in Matavai; upon·
which. thofe of the diftrict, confidering the brethren as. proprietors,
came and complained fo them ; .faying, that, except they prevented it;.
.there. would be no fruit left ~. Accordingly two ·of our body were
a.ifpatched to talk with t'tiem, and claimed their fole right to
the
prod11ce of the trees. The ftrangers proJl!ifed to come no mare,. onl}f
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begged· permiffion ,t,o ·-take what they ~-ad --gof, w h-ith_ wa-s granted.;
and alfo a canoe lerit them, the better to convey the frmt home.
The old chief, according Ito ipromife,,, brdthght tis the pole~, fo~
wbio'h a knii!fe was given hli.ni, ,and fome·red feafhers, ' which grea:tily
clelighi.ted him. Went, --to Opatre in -our :boat for w-eotl; · ho£pitably
entertai.necl..; vi'fited the fu6ra:i; where the great ,god Ooroo refides,
reprefentecl ,by an ugly "piece 'of wodd; faw there feveral altars and.
fl~ulls of men who ,had been facriificed. One of tli.e altars was forty-Rve feet lohg, fiipportecl on pi-11ars of the bFead-frurit tree about fuven
feet.high; the ·other about twelve feet fqu'are, and ·on ·the top ari
~rched ilhed like the 't ilt of 11. waggon ; ,here 'the wooden god ,tas
laid. · -One -&uH we obferv:e<li fipl•i t -acrofs, •and in ,the imidft of the
morai a ifalt .p-001 ,virlh <a 'ycnmg t~r'tle ....i....Oh. I whdn fhall all theft
hfurid fcenes be clofetl, and 'Clhrift a:lone be exalted?
25th. Service ·as 'ufu~. The@ati\ies are vd11yrfondlof be:,ing dreffed;
we nave font d0thes tfo~fevera:J., which-at ri.Dght tTu.ey,hdh~ returned;
but t'hey ·have committed fonie tl)fltty ithefti:t, ·,a.ad we "l\ardllY know
what to do with them :· we-ate loth to .puhi,11h ithem, ·yet ,implinity
emboldens them rion depreciation. ·
A native coming into ciur apa!l'tmertts, a brother-took occafion to
. fpeakto him about God. He owned the Otaheitean gods were enow,,
bad, for tihey ate men, hogs; Bread-fruit, &c. "1hi<ih .the Pretane
.God did nat, a.Ind was " a good fellow," an Englilli rteitm he 'had
picked up. He :obferved alfo, 'that , when we f~oke tb <illie ~retane
god 'the ,gdod rrain ·comes, and wben we d~ not 'f:~e good nm goes
away, and the hot' fun ihines ; a he.a vy ram ba~mg fallen ·on two
fucce:ffive faboat?hs.
I
'
.
2 6th. A great·quooti'ty·of bread-fruit was brought t'o-day to 'make
mahie as the time approaches when ripe fruit will 1be foarce in the
diftrict for two months. ·It is truly wonderful to fee bow Providence
has fu'rni!hed fhis ,place·: as foon as "th'.e bread-fruit fails in this
diftritt it is ripe 'in another, fo that we never want. Cocoa-nuts and
P,!antain we ·have -all the year round; as the evee apples get ripe Ol}
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one tree, young ones come on in another. Few trees ever Iofe· their
leaves, and are only deftitute of fruit for about two months. ;
~7th. A prefent came from ·Pomarre· for the two brethren who
work at the forge; a pair of good canoes, feven lobfters a number
of :fine __fhells, feven or eight couple of fowls, two large i1ogs, with
a quantity of Otaheitean cloth; and a meffage to eome to him for
mor~ whenever they wanted.
·
2

8th. A lo~king-glafs was frolen by a female native from the
~omen's apartmeqt; we refolved to expel the man and his wife till
~t was refrored. Held our monthly meeting before the communion
· m great union of heart.
_29th. Had a neft of fix young rabbits; i£ they profper, the hills
wi11 foon breed them in abundance. Met before the communion .
happy
· ·
·1·
,
u~amm1ty preva1 mg among us, and unreil:rained freedorn of
co
·
P ·d
·
mmum<:_atwn.
a1 a v~fit to Oparre ; moft hofpitably entertained
by Ma_wroa: he_ appears a fready friend. About half the beautiful
v~Uey in which he lives belongs to· him; went with bim a-fifhinO'
0
W1th a fmall feine; caught plenty of falmon-trout.
3oth. Preparing letters for the return of the veffe1, and our ufual
employments.
_

1

•

f< July ifi:. Otoo fent

a meffage, defiring us to difcharge certain per-

ons f~om the houfe, w~orn he -defcribed as great thi~ves; at the
fam~ time he n?minated others, whom he wifhed to recommend to
us m the capacity of fervants. Thefe the brethren kne~v to be the
cr;tures of Otoo,_ or, more properly, a part of his mifchievous gang
~n ~aw clearly and without unjuft fufpicion, that he wanted the~
~n for. no ot~er purpofe th~ to ftea] with the greater facility; thereiore h1s motion was reiett d
Th
h ·
]1
J
e .
oug 1t was true many things
ad_ been. frolen, yet we did not think the fervants guilty : .but Otoo•s
havmg his own men conftantly going about the diftritts .ftealing from
the poor natives whatever they fee, fufficiently charatterizes them
would deter our people from keeping any of them about th;
hand
oufe.
A A
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5th. A grand affembly.-of ~rre0ies vifrted Pyeteah; and be~an thefr
fports on the o~her fide of .the river; many carr:ie over th~ n_ver, ai~d
heatd brother Cover, forming, as ufual? a ~alf-circ~e before him._
.
6th. A great fhout of the natives this morning, "' Te _pahee,
" Te-pahee," brought us out of our houfe, and to ourg~eat J~y_the
white fails ihone l!>efore us; went many of us on board, and reJmced
with the captai~ in the perfe_~ health and fafety of all the crew...

CHAPTER

.'IranfaBions during our Stay at Otaheite, and Survey to afcertain
the Population of.the !Jland.

a

THE

tranfactions of this fecond vi fit will deferve diftincl: . confi.
aeration. The joy of meeting was · great, but the fray of the fhip ·
being no longer neceffary, a 'fpeedy departure was announced, and
every preparation begun : ·among thefe was the difcharge of e re, ~aining cargo, and ~
treafures of iron and fieel that were to be
n0w· finally divicle'8. betwten the nii:ffionaries at the Friendly and
Society HJ.ands._ Accordingly, on .the 6th of July, .Mr. Harris being
landed with his property, in the ·evening the captain went on fhore ;
when a meeting was held, where the public journal was read, and
va;-ious matters were difcuifed concerning the proceedings of the fo_
,, ciety, and how they fhould divide the things "in the fhip between
them -and the party at Tongataboo ;. when it was agreed to choofe
~
two ½}rethren to ad . in their behalf, and two for themfelves, under
the infpect:i0n of the captain.
· 7th. This morning the four miffionaries appointed ·to divide. the
-goods began their work; the captain· fuperintended, and Mr. Jeffer~on acted as {ecretary, taking ah·, accoun·t of the various articles
which each party receiTed. .This bufinefs, it was forefeen} would
cofi much time and troubl~ but as no ·other method could be devired
of giving all parties fatisfact:ion, the captain promifed to fray till ' the
firfi of Augufi, which would alfo give· the brethren time to .fi.nifh
-their letters. The captain obf~rves with pleafure, · that the· two brethren appointed to reprefent their brethren at Tongataboo were moft
attentive to their interefi, and rather a larger fhare was allotted them
than if -t,vo of themfelves had been prefent;
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An invitation was fent to the wives of the miffionaries, who,
agreeably thereto, dined and fpent the day on board : :h_ey expreffed
much pleafure on finding-us all in ?ood h_ealt~ and fpmts, and. left
us in the evening highly..d elighted with their vifit. As for the natives,_
they crowded on board, fe\.y coming empty-ha~ded: many of them
were in the .Engliih dreffes which had been given them by the ~rethren. and feveral of th~rri•Jpol_{.e many phrafes of broken Enghfh,
fuch
"Welcome again; Glad to fee you, Captain ~ilfon." . '
8th. IdcJ.~ah fenf a ·rrteffenger this morning to know ·1f ihe might _
come to our 9 ufe. On, confultation, we agreed that broth~r Cove~
fhould go an.d fpea\{ wit:h her; and that if_ :(he expreffed any concern
0
for her cruelty to h~r· in.fal).t, arid affi1red, 11s ihe w?uld no more ~~
fend us witb. fo_cb. cond1Jlt, we !}19ul4 l;>e glad tq receive her. In this
:{he acquiefred, though we have no greiii,t pr-ofpecl: of a c-ha~ge: ihe
came, h 0 w~v~r, t\nder fo.Gh profe,,ffi.ons," aµd drank tGa with M~s • .
C.over ;. a,_nd continuing with '\.\~ till dark, ret\lrn.ecl much_plec1.fed wi~h

:s,

n

her reception.
·
.
th. To day being Sunday, n<;)ton~ qp;19e w~s feen off m the bay,
9 the whole difl:ri~ ap,peare,d ·.rtimarkably qmet. Mr. Cover and
and
Lewis came on board to ac:I: µ.s chaplains for t~e clay : the forn_i~r
preached in the fore~oon from the fecond epifl:k of Peter, .chap. m.
. the latter in the afternoon from.Philippians, chap. 1. ver. 28.
ver. 1 8 • ,
d
£ d h
· oth. Andrew -the Swede CcJcfP.e fn>Ill Eimeo, an pre ente t e
1
cap.t~i-p. with a fine t.ui:d~- · M~w-roa, <! l<-~ti~ friend tQ u_s ~nd_t~e
miffionaries, brQught a •l,i0ig ~!il,d iii-. great <i)_\1a.nt:1ty Qf bread-frm~! his
·.c
· =ed Aowh w~-s with him; {he w~s foi;;m~rly tl_i~ wife of
w.11e n.au·•.
·. . , r
,
· ·
·
h
Mot~ara, chief of E.iro.~0, is tb.~ r~aJ fi{l:~r <;>J P~m,agr~. a~d_m~t er
of Tetua the. prefen.t qu~en, _Ot-9o's: wi.f~ :. ih.~ is ~ v~i;y, mte~l_igent
bette.r
acr.1ua.1n.teg.
W!th. the 1:flands
w,oman, and M awro-a hi·mr.e1f·
.. u is
~
.
- ,. .. . . . .
than any· man we have c0nverfed w~t-h. Aowh ~n.f~rrned_~s, that
in the family of which ihe was _a bra~ch, th~ l:~Jgi9-i_n g pr-mce had
been called Otoo _; which name p.affed to their fi.rfl:~1:?_0~n, whether n;iale
or female, the infl:ant it was born; the cufl:om. ~bli~ing ~he fatl\er ever
l
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·-after to take fom~ other name. I mentioned before, that the grandfather of the prefent Otoo changed his to Otey, his father to that of
Teina, and next to that of Pomarre, and fo on; for having loft their
royalty by the birth of their child, they may change their names as
oft as they pleafe, bqt cannot before. Otey was the. father of Pomar!e; Oreepiah (lately deceafed), Pytouah, chief of Wapiawno,
and Aowh. Pytouah is an arreoie of the firfl: rank, has a rough,
difgufiing look, and is much addicted to ava drinking; he was amongft
our vifitors of this day, and received a prefent: they·were exceedingly
glad to fee us, and expreifed much.attachment.
It has already been noticed, that fome of the brethren had made
a tour of the ifland, q..nd fuppofed the number of inhabitants on both
peninfulas to be about · fifty thoufand: this furn, though lefs than a
·quarter of what Captain Cook calculated them at, was frill thought
·by us as ~reatly _exc~eding the population. Therefore Captain·Wilfon
agree~ with Peter .to accompany me ·in a circuit of the ifland, and to
try fome method of efl:imating the number of people in each difl:ricl:.
On Tuefday the 11th we accordingly fet off, having firfl: engaged a
·man to convey us acrofs the numerous rivulets which we muft neceffarily pafs, and two others to carry my linen and what things
Peter wanted. It was about noon when we landed near .One Tree hill
·
· and began t h; Journey
eafl:war1 through the interior~· of Matavai,,
where the lancl is far from being dear of underwood; for the heft
·roads are unpleafant by reafon of the long· grafs, which bears a bur
called by the· natives peeree-peeree, and adhering to the fl:ockings
'becomes painful-: the flies ' were a-lfo very troublefome. The breadfruit_and cocoa-nut trees abounded i·n perfection, and afforded an ex~
cellent ihade from the heat of the fun. In this diftricl: there are alfo
the wild cotton trees, fome of which we-r-e in bloom, but being of a
very inferior kind made no luxuriant ihew; fome fpots were planted
with ava. and fugar-cane, and in forne places the latter was growino0
wild.
The river of Matav-ai receives its fuppJ.ies from the lofty moun-
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-tains which hereabouts form the interior of the ifland ; then runnmg
.a winding courfe down the valley, and through the lo~ grounds of
the difirict, paifes clofe by the miffionary houfe, and difembogu~s ~t
,the extremity of Point Venus. At the entrance from the fea 1t IS
.fo fhallow that no veifel drawing above two or three feet water can
.enter it; ~or can they proceed farther up than a quarter of a mile.
When we came to its banks, Peter fhewed me the fpot _where he
-difplayed his firfi feats in their wars, and which ultimately en~ed fo
,much in favour of Pomarre and his fon Otoo. I defired him to
o-ive me fome ac.count of .them. He immediately complied; but
•dwelt fo much upon his own performances, as rendere~ it ~ifficult
for me to feparate the eifentials of the fi?ry from his fnvolous
·boafiing.
.
The firfi war, he faid, happened in 1793, when he had been but
,five months upon the ifland. It feems, that a chief named Whanno
had fucceeded in wrefiing the difirict of Whapiawno from Pytouah;
and confcious that by this ufurpation he would offend Pomarre,
he prepared to attack him firfi, but did not conduct his plans
with fo much fecrecy as to prevent his defigns coming to the knowledge of Pomarre. The latter, though not a warlike chief, prepared
to oppofe Whanno with all his firength. Peter and Andrew were
~ngaged, with the Jew, who was a good markfman. Whanno had
to affifi him almofi every chief on the north-eafi :fide of the large
peninfula. When all was ready, the latter chief fent word to P~:
ma.rre of what he intended; and a day or two after entered Matava1
with all his men, Iddeah was at that time on fome bufinefs at the
eafiern part of the clifirict, and nearly fell into their hands; t~ey
chafed her to _the river, where Pomarre's party fiood ready to receive
them. Iddeah got fafe over, -and placed herfelf in the front of the
men; when one of the enemy, bolder than the refi, ran acrofs the
frream, and aimed a {hoke at her; and would, butforP~ter, whofi~od
clofe by, have effected her death; he running to her aid, an~ feerng
the man lift his dub, wr~fied i't out of his hands, chafed him qack
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through the river; and more of ·the p~rty coming up, the man was
killed. The body of Whanno's t~oops had retired a little back; but
one fkulking behind a tree was fhot. This threw all the refi of
Whanno's men into a panic; they precipitately fled . and in great
confu.Gon :; two. more were flain in the ·chafe, from which Po-marre returned victor.. This fecured to him the difiricl:.s of Matavai
'
O?arre, and Tettaha, all he fee;ns then to have been poifeifed of..
Five or fix days after this he mufiered his men, now. :flufhed with,
fuccefs, and proceeded to, Whapiaw.no. Whanno and his men were
afraid ; a running- fight took place,. one woman was killed, but the.
warriors Hed·_to the mountains-. How.ever, in three days the~ came
down and. .renewed the· combat, and were now feverely.-beaten, no
lefs_ than twenty-five of their number qeing flain; which, confidering._
their fhynefs
to clofe in battle fince the introduction of a few mu{U.ets ,
.
was certamly a great number. Thi_s viclory entfrely crufhed Whanno,.
and by it all the. northern fide of the peninfula, from Matavai to the.
ifthmus,. became fubjecl: to Pomarre and his fon Otoo. Still they.
had powerful enemies who were meditating a grand attack upon
them;. thefe were Wyheatua, king of Tiaraboo, and Temarr.e, chief
over all the difiricl:s on the fouth fide from the ifihmus down to.
Attahooroo: over the latter difiricl was youngTowha, who wilhed ta
remain neute~, ~ut."':as forc~d by Pomarre to join his party, though
h~ was m?re mclmed to favour Temarre, and was afterwards charged
with havmg fecretly concerted matters fo as to gain him the battle ..
Temarre encouraged· his men by telling them that. he had mufkets,"
powder, ball~ and white men, as well as his. adverfary; and that
themfelves were more numerous than Otoo's party. . The whites he
had were Connor, an Irifhman, and James Butcher, a- Scotchman.,
both of the Matilda's crew. Accordingly, about a month after the
battle of Whapiawno, thefe powerful adverfaries. met· in the difiricl:
of Attahooroo ; but being_afraid of each other in no fmall degree, the
firfi day was fpent and nothing done. In all their movements they•
furrounded the white men, trufting more in.them than ever an Afiatic:
~
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did -in his elephant. On the fecond day the onfet bega11; but in a
fhort time Towha's men, who were in front, ran away, and all
Pomarre's ·followed their example; which was afterwards cha~ged on·
Towha, as his preconcerted fcheme: Peter, Andrew, and the Jew,
however·, ftood their ground, and fhot four men. Butcher and·
Connor were obliged to run for their lives, and Oammo, the father
of Temarre, was kilfed by a mu!ket fhot. Thefe advantages brought
their party back to affift them; all their adverfaries fled, and a complete vitlory was gained for Pomarre~ whom they found at a great
difrance from the fight, quite overcome with fear, and lying flat on
the ground, held faft by the roots of a ti-ee. When they acquainted
him with their fuccefs ·he would hardly believe it, but continued to
lie ljke one out of his fenfes : fo little courage did this chief of the.
victorious army poffefs. The routed party fled to the remoter diftricl:s;
fome took refuge in the hills ; one man in particular got up a very
dangerous precipice, and threw large ftones on his enemies below,
and kept his ftation till he knew their rage had fubfided. The con...
fequence of this battle was, that Temarre became fubjecl: to the
victors ; was obliged to give to Otoo the great morai at Pappara : alfo
every other privilege of the fupreme chi~f. A houfe was built _byi
Otoo in all his diftricl:s, where fome of his fervants con'ftantly refide,
and he occafionally vifits : they reprefent his fovereignty, and none
dare to pafs them without ftripping, the fame as to himfelf. However, · notwithftanding -thefe things, the power of T _emarrn was ft ill
very great; he was left in poffeffion of all his diftricl:s, and exercifes
the office of chief prieft of the Eatooa on that fide 0£ the ifland.
Towha being charged with treachery, was ftripped of his d1ftricl:,
and obliged to live as a private man in Pappara. Wyh~atua had fled
to Tiaraboo:- where in a !hort time- after he was -defeated, and reduced in a like manner as Towha to a private ftation, and Otoo~s
younger brother made prince of his kingdom.
Pomarre being now in poffeffion o(all Otaheite, thought of re..
venging the injury the chief of Eim.eo had formerly done by deftroy:ing
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his canoes and the ho.ufes of Matavai. W1th this intent he fe t
1·
"fth
' his fifter Wyreede Aowh made
r;t
us party agam
t . at ifland, where
fome refiftance ; . but feven of her men being killed, !he was obliged
r to. acknowledg~ the conque.~or, and take up her refidence in Otahe1te. In her ftead Iddeah and Manne Manne were made chiefs of
the ifland. ·
·
"

, TI?us Pom~~re (th_e Otoo of Captain Cook), on whom the fa_
~our of _the Engli!h had drawn many enemies, and who at differe,nt
t~mes ~as fo c_hafed and ftraitened by them, that, afraid oftt.his
hfe, he _has freq~ently erifreated his vifttors to take him off the ifland,
good, time, .e~tended his po,ver far beyond ~11
1ha~ now, at .a, ;ery _
. former exa~J?le~ a1~d t~~t without either courage or talents for war
c~mparable to _h1s e~~-m~es ; fo that I cannot but afcribe it to the prpv1_d_e~ce of t~~ -~lmt_g hty, "~ho ordereth all things after the counfel
his own W!ll, ;and .for. the :accompli!hmen_t of his glory and grac1?us purpofes . . In' whatever way thefe events .are viewed, they c~r~ta1~y are much m . favour of the miffion; for it is clear, that thofe
employed in .it can ·pr~cee? in their '\-vork with greater fafety than
when t~e nativ~s were contmual1y engaged in war.
. Le~vm~- Matavai river we came to the e-afl:ern part of the diftricl:
of Matava1, called Teahonoo, over which Wyreede Aowh prefides.
She .and her feco~d hufban~, Mawroa, were at Oparre, where they
~alfo .have a ~wel!1~g._ Their houfe in this place is exceedingly neat
,and clean; before 1t !S a platform of gravel ftones carefully levelled
-·and fmooth, and at the front of this a: regular row of cocoa-nut
1
trees; and. by the fide of- the houfe a fine rivulet of fre!h water runs
fro~ the_ hills. · The low land hereabouts is not more than a hundred
yards w1de. H er fervants were bufy preparing a brown dye from
·the bark of a tree called mohoo, which they broke fmall into a bowl
of water, and letting it lie till foftened, they bruifed it till the liquid
b~came of the colour they wanted; We next afcended a high
hill called Tappahey, wh ich runs into' the fea, and feparate~ Ma-

10!'

•

...
.

.

B B

~

..

..

186

JULY,]

FIRST MISSIONARY VOYAGE

t~vai frofn Whyripoo. The hill is included-ih the former-difiricl:,
a great fione oh the eafi fide being fixed on for the boundary of each.
From Tappahey the fmal~ difirict of Whyripoo extends near a
mile, the fhore firaight, and the low ground _about two hundred
yards wide ; it has alfo a valley of fmall extent. We walked about
half way along it, and flopped for a while at t?e houfe of Inna
Madua, the widow of Oreepiah. She was abfent, but her head
fervant Aheine Eno received me kindly, and would have dre:ffed
fome fi{h if I had promifed to wait ; but wanting to go further, I
declined his offer. This man having a fhrewd, intelligent countenance, I defired ·Peter to communicate to him the purp?fe of our
journey, and to afk how many perfons he · thought uf\lally refided _
in Whyripoo ; a:ffign'ing for our motive the wifh of the earees of
Pretane t0 render them fervice according.to their numbers: when he
inftantly fuggefied a mo_de, which · I afterwards -adopted. He faid,
that 1.i.n Whyripoo there ·were four matteynas, . and to each matteyna
'there were ten tees;· and by thefe he cfiimated the number of men,
women, ,a:nd children, to be about two hundred and fifty. I de.fired
him to explain what a matteyna was, and what was a tee. The former, he faid, was a principal houfe, difiinguiilied either by a degree
of rank in its ancient or prefent owner, or by a portion of land being
.attached to it ; and fometimes on account of i'ts central fituation to a
few ·other houfes: that the matteyna fets up ate~ (or image) at the
•m orai, which entitles it to the liberty of worfhipping -there; and
the ·ofhe-r houfes in the department of the matteyna daim a part in
•the rfame 'privilege, and are thence called tees : that in fome matteynas
~here are eigJ:i:t or nine perfons in the family, in ·others but two or
three; and that 1it frequently happens, that a matteynq. 6r a tee is
\totally deferted. Therefore, from this account, ,and what I afterwards fiw of the thin population, I allow 'but fix perfons to each
, rmatteyna,- and the fame to a tee, as the ·latter is often occupied by a
-larger family than .the former, and as both terms do fometimes-apply
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~o the fame houfe; confequently, as often as this occurs, ·.there w.iJI
be an er.tor of .fix in excefs.
According to the above, the number in
Whyripoo is
Mat.
Tees

4

X

6 = ·24

40

X

6

=

240

Aheine Eno, the name this man at prefent went by, .means a
bad woman ; it feems that
his -mifirefs Inna Madua was a. .c haracter
.
of this kind, and had got this name from the natives; but not lil~ing
it, transfe~red the name·'( though not the' odium) to her f~rva,nt. This
difrricl: did belong to Whapiawno, .but was lately prefented by ,py..
touah to his brother's widow.
·-The next projecl:ing hill which obfirucl:ed -_our paffage is called
Row-row-apare; it divides ·whyripoo from Whapiawno: we paffed
it by the fea up to the.ancles in water, and ~en ,had to walk round·
a·. bay about a ,quarter of ,a mile wide, when w~.came to a :fine .border
of Jow iand, which at this part, being the weft. entrance pf the dif.,...
tricl:~ is about a furlong and a half wide, in length coaft.wife a mile
.and ~ half, and at -the eafi part not quite a forlong wide; thence to
the eaft end of the diifricl: the hills run clofe to the fea, .and the r:oad
lies over rugged fharp rocks. There -is a fine ;valley w~ich opens ,
about a mile eafl: of R _o w-row-apare, abounds with fruit-trees a confid~rable way up, and is inhabited. This is the only valley that
runs quite acrofs the i:fland ; or.i the oppofite fide it opens into Pappata, a little weft of the great morai.
Pytouah refides at the wefi part of the low land ; .and as it :was
too l~te for me to reach another difiricl:, I propofed ftayinij .here for
· the mght. Both himfelf and his wife I knew were at the jhip., b:ut
his head man, or overfeer, very readily dre:ffed a pig; and -after :we
had. dined I took a walk through the difiricl:, and Peter with i_ne.
The houfes here were all neat and well built, and there :\-Vas brea~
BB 2
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fruit in ab.undance: · We ftopped at one place where three houfes
fto~d, and inquired of the owner, how many matteynas were in the
diftricl; to ~mfwer this he: took fome fmall rods, and naming each
matteyna as he cou,nted ~hem into Peter's hand, . made the whole
number thirty-two, including_Whyripoo, for which he -counted the
fame as 1 had got before; therefore, deducling four, the number is
twenty-eight. In fome, he faid, were ten te~s, in others nine,
eight, and feven; and made the fame obfervations on their being
peopled as Aheine Eno had done; therefore, as I could not get the
tees exactly, I counted as under : viz.
Matt.

7 of 10
7 of 9
7 of 8
7 of 7

=

tees
do.=
do. =
do.

=

70}
63

56

49

2

Brought forward 264
38 X 6 = 1 428 }
1596 thofeofthevalleyincluded.
28 x 6
161\
1860 men, women, and children.

=

, Before we got back to . Pytouah's houfe it was dark, and they had
all gone to reft but one man, who fhe':_ved me to a new houfe, where,
-for wapt of bed or bed-clothes, I fiept on the ground, and fpeJ?.t the
night very uncomfortably; and might have fpent it worfe, had not
Peter, towards morning, lent me a blanket, which he had brought as
a neceffary: article in travelling round Otaheite.
12th. At daybreak we proceeded on our journey, and paffing
.feveral good houfes, came to the river, . which is here three feet deep.
·My man Charl~s took me on his fhoulders, and carried me
through with great eafe. When we had gone a little farther we came
t9 a very bad road, having to walk over the ftones fallen from the
rocky -cliffs which projecl here~ One place was very dangerous; it
,is called Oratatahah. We had to afcend the cliff half way, and pafs
along a narrow path where was hardly room to .fix the feet. The
rock is quite perpendicular; and, had we fallen, it was near twenty
fathoms above the fea, which beat yiolently againft the bafe. Here
it is faid Pomarre once fell, but the tide being up at' the time, when
:he found he was going, he threw himfelf well off, and received but
4
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little harm. Wh~n we had fafely paffed this fpot, we fat down on
the rocks to breakfaft on the remains of Pytouah's pig; for it is the
cuftom here; that whatever their hofpitality provides for ftrangers,
the fragments of it are always brought away. About nine o'clock
we came to a fteep rock which terminates Whap.iawno, and forms
the weft point of a fmall bay. The eaftern point is called. Owhoona.
Betwixt the two is a fmall diftricl: called Wharoo-my, over which
W yreede Aow h prefides ; it has a valley running up a little diftance;
it has but one_ matteyna and nine tees, eq_u_al to fixty perfons. A
little further eaft is another fmall diftrict belonging to Manne Manne,
called He-wow; it has two matteynas; in one there are feven tees, in
the other four, which makes the number of inhabitants feventy-eight.
Manne Manne, who has feveral of thefe eftates, was at Eimeo, and
the . care of the place was in the hands of Teboota, his head man,
who was at this time carrying on the building of a large houfe for
the old prieft. Teboota prefuming on his mafter being tayo to the
captain, infifted on my ftaying to refrefh at his houfe, and immediately began dreiling a couple of fowls and a young pig. In the
interim the people ran from every quarter of the diftricl:, in order to
gratify their curiofity ; y~t when they had all got together and fat
down, I could count no more ~han thirty-five, which is certainly no
fign of extraordinary population. After receiving a good dinner from
·Teboota, and much kind treatment, my- followers packed up the
fragments, and I paid our ge~~rous h~ft with a draft on tqe captain
for a pair of fciffars; and as they have no doubt of the fpecified value
of the paper, and have learr~t how to negotiate the notes, he feemed
quite rich. What a commencement of civilization !
. . We next came to the fmall diftricl of Hahbawboonea, and palling
a hill called Oteteawno; reached another almofr equally fmall-, named
Honoowhyah.· In the former are one matteyna and eight tees, equal
to .fifty-four perfons. The, latter has three matteynas, containing i11
all twenty-eight tees, and one hundred and eighty-fix inhabitants.
The fhore along thefe two diftricl:s is a fandy beach, and bending a
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little inward ma:kes a curve. The fow lancl on which the houfes are
built forms in each place a kincl of tria:ngle, the 1interior corner (jf
each being joined to a valley, formed b-y fteep 1hills on each fide,
which are covered with trees to their fummits, and nmning 'in a
winding direfric5n: th~y afford a view -remarkably wild and ramantic.
excellent water run t1ueugh hoth diftricts, which, notR'.ivul~s
W1thftanctl11g, <h'ar8Iy lleferve to ~be mentioned for fertility.
Otoo ·has one of'his regal houfes ·in ·Honoowhyah, and, in pa:ffing
it, my company was obliged to ftrip. ·Nearly oppofite is a fmall
tock, a little way--advanced ihto the fea, facred to the feet of Otoo;
for none befides dares to ftand upon it; and I think he tleferves .to
ftahl:l the fratue of Folly, if ever he raifes his own living image there.
In walking along, about forty people came with great eagernefs to
gaze; had the place been pt:5pulous, I think more would have come.
Rounciing another hill, we catne to the diftriel: of Nahnu Nahn@o:
it bel6ngs to Pomarre, and is much 1like thofe I had lately paffed in
app·earance and population; it has 1 three matteynas and eighteen tees,
wliich·makes the number of inhabitants one>hundred and twenty-fix.
' Tne~next divrding hill is calleH -Peepe-pee; we walked round ,it
ove~ !harp rocks, which are a kind of bafaltes. A little further eaftward there is a gentle flope from the hills towards the beach, and
upon this flope are many cocoa.:.nut and bread-fruit trees, but no
houfe or inhabitant. After palling t~is we came to the diftricl: of
Otyayree; in the mfddle of it the low land is about a furlong wide,
narrowing towards the extremes. The !hore is a, flat reek ; the coaft
bending out and in. I frapped at a ·chief's h0ufe; his ,name is Noe
Noe; a~d had the followin·g account; namely, two matteynas and
twenty-two tees, -e-qual to one hundred and forty-four inhabitants.
This ch'ief had a ·double canoe juft fini!hed; it was the largeft I 'had .
feen, I'neafaring in length -fifty-eight feet, exclufive of a l0ng board
which ruf!S over the fore part; the ftern was twelve feet ·h igh, though
·a-mid!hips only three feet and a half. The two were fa!l:ened together in the ufual method by rafters, upon which a platform was
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made, where a houfe was intended to be placed for the principal perfons to fit or fleep in ; and this I fu ppofe is one of the larger war
canoes, though not fuited for expert manreuvres.
Having done my bufinefs here, I intended to have gone a few miles
farther, but had not proceeded many yards when I met Poppo, the tayo
of Dr. Gillham, who entreated me to fray all night at his houfe;
which offer I accepted, being rather fatigµed with trayelliqg over
bad roads all the day. Poppo was very a:ffiduovs to eµt~rt~in FJ16 w~ll.
A pig was inftantly killed, and a comfortable bell prepared. Here
about forty people collected. The fupper, '\-'vhic4 wa~ very good,
was ferved up with. falt water. Before I went tp refr l rpa9e my
kind hofr an.d his wjfe e.ach a fmall prefent, and in return they gave
me the cloth which compofed my bed, ancJ alfo an upper garment.
1·3th. At daylight we renewed our journ~y. Poppo accompanied us to the end of the diftricl:, which is at a hill c;:alled Annaboo:
from hence I firfr got a fight of Tiaraboo, bu.t ftill !!t a confiderable
diftance from it. The difrricl: we were now come to is c;~lled Wahaw-heinah. The low land is here abotJt a quq.rter of sl mile proaq.,
and the fame in length; behind .are lofty hills; forming -two valley_s,
whence run large rivulets of water, whkh, J1fter in.terfecl.ing tpe
low ground in feyeral places, unite ne.ar the fea, aI)~ for}:Il a d1+p l!n.d
rapid ftream. In fording it my man Charles :was ·lJp to the wislgle,
fo that in rainy we~t,her it muft be impracticable to cro{s ~t all.
The coafr alo.ng the djftricl: bencls in; .the :beach is bla.c.l~ ~9rp.l fang,
and on it the fea broke violently·.
We ftopped at a · }t0ufe as large as that of tl;le miffion~rie.s,. w he.rt
were feveral natives, but .none poffeifed the intelligence we wantep;
t>herefore one was clifpatched to .bring a proper .perfon, who i_nf9,rme{l
us that in the difrricl: · were four chiefs, of whom Roor~b w.as .prin<:ipal ; each _is over a mattey.na J two of :thefe matteynas hqve .eleven
:t~s each, one fi£teen, .and ~p.e :u~teen; the number of .peP.pl~ is ac..
.-C!o..rd.ingly three hu_ndred and forty-two.
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interim the old chief gave us ·the name of every matteyna in the
difrricl:, from Boo-te-awmoo to the ifihmus, as follows.:

· · Proceeding thence, the next hill ( or cliff) we came to is called Boo._
te-awmoo, which divides the latter difiricl: from Hedeah, which lafi
runs quite to the ifihmus. Off this place where we now were, and
'difl:ant about a mile from the fhore, there lie two fmall iilets; the
we:fiernmofi is called Booroo, the dther Wharre-arra-roo. From thefe
Charles· informed me that a reef runs quite down to Matavai: it lies
about two miles off fhore, and -has in fome places only four and five
fathoms water upon it.
Turning the point of Boo-te-awmoo, the land bends fouthward towards fhe i{l:'hmus. When we had got a little way we fiopped at
· Peter's friend's houfe; he was by trade a fifherman, who fupplied
his neighbours with fifh, and received- from them.. can·oes, hogs,
fru-i.t, roots, and cloth. He ·had been on the reefs, and came in
·w hile we fraidJwith fome lobfrers-and mullet, .of which he gave. us a·
part, and- I paid him -with a pair of fci{fars. At this hot1fe were
about tweaty perfons c.ollected, including t_lie family. -we left this
place; and as I walked along the difiricl:, I obferved more weeds
and underwood than in any part of the road which I had paffed:
fome places of confickrabk Jength . had riothing but long overg·r own
'grafs, which ob'ftrucl:€d
paifage btit by the fea-fide. The houfes
were _thinly fcattered, and as thinly inhabited; in mofl: of them they
-were building canoes; but none of a large kind . . They all had iron
tools; the hatchets were taken off the helves, and fixed as adzes.
I inquired for a/lone hatchet, ,which will foon be a curiofity to themfelves; but they had none : alfo how long it took them .to build a
canoe :-with ~ron tools; J they anfwered, about one moon. I .then aiked
:them how long they formerly were in doing it with their frone
hatchets : at this they laughed heartily, and counted ten moons.
·When ,we had ~reached nearly oppofoe to Bougainville's harbour, t~
natives directed us to a cni:ef's houfe, where we found Inna Madua,
who, fince :the death of her hufband, is chief over all Hedeah:
_ though this was not her dwelling-houfe, fhe neverthelefs affumed the
<Command, and ordered a dinner infiantly t~ be dreffed. In the
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Men, women, and children

This may be thought but .,a fmall number for fo large a difirid:,
efpedally when the magnitude .of 'Captain Cook's and ' Lieutenant·
~orner'~ eftimations is con:fidered ; but according to the befi· of my
JUdgi:nent, after palling through it, and paying every attention, I
t~nk, even _this fm~ll nufober ex-ceeds the~truth .; and furely it is no
argument in favour of great population, that at this houfe where i ·
got the account, no more than thirty people fhould be colled:ed at
any
time while
. .
. . I fi~id, including Inna Madui's retinue , . and thofe
w horn eager curio:61:y brought to fee me.
·
·
~ 'Whcm; we had dined, Peter informed me that · it was too late ·to
p~oc~d, as h~ knew _of no good lodging-ho~fe but · at too great a
_d1fiance ;' ·t~er~fore We fiaid wh~re we were for·the night. · My bed
and !~ter's was laid ,at one en~ _of therlioufe. Inna _M adua prefented
m~ with more _cloth for ilieetmg, and I gave her in return a pair •of'
fo1ffars, a ~ookmg-gl~fs, · and foipe trifles I had purp9fely brought to

all
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an(~fr ft.i,c h Ofcafio,ns. · In ~1:iis houfe was qn epitome of their general
employments. :_ ~~ 'QIJ.~ en_d women were itaifrip.g cloth togethe~; .fome
men were making :finnet and lines, while fome flept, and others were
drinlting; c\V~ -~ th}s la~ ther drink in an unfo~ial mariner, b>: one,.
two, _or.: th1:ee at a time, and out of a fmall coco~-nut :fhell;,
~hereas a.~·tl;1~ Eriendly; . Iilaod.s.: on~ or two hul).dred form a ring,
and fr9m a ·rarg~ l:i9wl they; _fp~r.e nearly all ali~e; b~t it fee~s to be
fo fcarce her,e, that none except the earees can be fl4v1£hly add1cl:ed·_ t?'
it. This' e;v:ening I learnt that, befides t~e memli>~.ljS of the arreoy
fociety, it is the ~C?P1mon priact_i<:~ afi?.ong all ·i:ap_l~s, t,o ftrqngl~ ~pfant~ ,
the moment they <;1;re born. ·A perpetrator of this horrid a~ wasamong thofe whom. curiofity drew1 to vifit us~ fhe was a . goodlpoking woman, ~n1_efteemed by th~ ~.atives a great qeauty, whi~h I
f.uppofe to be the in4ucement that tempted her to murder her child;:
for here the number of women bearing no proportion _to the men;:
tho[e efteemed handfome are courted with great gifts, and get fo ac:..
cuftomed to change fheir hufbands, to go with them from place to
place, and run after the diver:fions of the ifland, that rather than be
d~bar~ed thefe pleafures,, tp.ey ili,fte a paireq(s· feelirg~, ap.d, tµ'4rfl~r
their tend~r offspring. · As no odiym whatever is attached to- this,
unpatuMl de~d,,, Il}any; hundreds bQrn int_o th<?, world,are never, fi#I:€.redi
, t0 fee t,he ljghf. W,4~.q. eitpe~ f'.1tper or~ rm)th~r ar~ difpofe~. to, fave.
t:J1~ child, tJ:i~Y. (oip.ftimes. fu~seed, b~t no½ a1w.ays;. for if th~·
woma~Ja.J:S f4e wiJl .qo_tJ rea~ the child, t~e map. in g~neral f~hm1t5i
t~ h,e~ 'Y-i1\t_: oq t~~-otper 4ap.d, wh;q- flte I}rg,ves huwane, and·he_is,
fieados tq,l]is._c.rqetpuyp9fc;, th~ inf~nt is 10tteg., fiwe~, fqr fh~ order.smatt~rs fo that fome neighqo:irS: f:4~1.l int,erpgf{lj, "t:P.4 if; 1:!he .chi.,l d is,
qo_t ip.iil:ap#y R~t to . d~_ftg_, the)\. dar}~: nq! do. it • aftegwaFds·; 1·b~b fhe
Jl10f;t infenfiplR b~c9m__.~ 3e fo~d; <it tht~f<. t::pildr<1F1 a.,s c\l;ly ·n~fined, 'p.e.o ple•
can b~. I fh~U ofl:li notihe f~i:t!ie_r.,. the:J1b.Qth,p.arties do bfren_e,r ~ e-up>
their minds to fav(,.t}ie, maJ~. thap.:_tliie J~q:i<!'le•, whkh. p.artia,liitj aceuunts.
·fw: the difprOJ),~;ti9.1;1 o(tlw fex.~s. ~n<;l, is 1).01¥½. of the leafrcaiufes of the
tR\~ _p9p~ti<:'Aci fpr tq~_m~Of tl)q.t-a:rn,' n9tL 'W,ieaJthy, in doth, hqgs:, or,
a.
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Englifh articles, whetewith to purchafe a wife, • muft go without
one ; and this leads then'.1 to pracl:ife the great crime of onanifm to an
exceffive degree, and renders them unfit to cohaBit '\-Vith women :
but all their vices of this rlature ate too ilioe::kitig to be related~
When the atreoies defiroy their d:ti1d.ren, they fayit iJ to'. rntain the
privileges of their fociety: b~.t what, excufe can tltofe make who are
- not of their number ? It is faid of Gefon, Icing of Syracufe, that
having conquered Carthage, he made it the chief artfele in the treaty
of peace, that they fh011ltl ab0lifl1 t&e cafr0m of -facrind,ng tlieir
children. ' And while humanity reflects and fhudders at tlie be..
haviotit of the~Ofahdteans·1 oridcahhatdlf li€1p induiging ~hvifh that
either the f wo~d ·o f a Geion; ·ot' rafher the fp1rit 0f the Prince of
Peace, were applietl'to oMige 'them to refinquiili eIJ.eir' ab6mi-nable and
un11atuta:l practices.
' . . '
14th. About fix , in the .morning we atofe, p·a cked up dut things~
and proceeded on our journey. Inna Madua a:cc0mp·anied' us
her
proper dwelling, whi'.ch lies· near a mile farther on. Here I thought I
gof a! fight of an Euro~e~n garden ; the plats· of ava:..groun~ were laid
ot1t in foch nice .order : each bed formed regula.t' parallelograms;
trenched two feet deep, arid-d'iifpofed witli a great degree. 0'lf tcrfre 1 the
•
..
f '
,.
l
•
•
whole enclofed with. a. fence of bamboo. Her houfe, whicli was
fall one hundred feet long, il:obcl"d~ thi Cea fide 'o'f'the g~rden. At this
pface we parted from her, and waIUed about (we mi~esJ ~loag an i,rre..
grtfa.r coaft, whet'e the lo~ fan1 i& rhoft·places ·is·very Ii~rrow; and· har.d ly
a- bread-frnit or co'eoa-nut' tree tcf be feerf. We t"h'eri· e.rme' to another
dangerous cliff callee¥- Pali-r'a·h-tou ...te_a . As we pa!fecr'along the fide
next the fea, the footing ' wa-s extremely narrow, a:1d fhe· :fight below
tremendous. Defcending the oppofit'e fide, a'. faUef 0pens, rnnning
between lofty hills, with a tria·rrgufar pieee of lo~ lancf near a furlong in length, and· a river of con:fidera'Sk depth and· breacftn; . Cfofe
to the fea the paffaige i's narrow;· tl'ie.re we for&d, . an·d· affc:ended a
fteep hill, from the fommit' of wh'ich'we hati 11\e' cHoite of two roads;
the inneI one was _much ~ut of our way, and o'y the outer we muft
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defcend the cliffs : however, thinking this no worfe than fliofe we
.had paired already, we took the latter, but prefently came to a moft
alarming place, about fix yards wide, where there appeared neither
_place for hands nor feet. Here I was at firft afraid, and had thoughts
_of going back; but with the help of the Otaheiteans, who are ufed
.to this work, I got along fafe. Obferving an old man had fol.l owed us from Inna Mad,ua's houfe, Petei: inquired what_,he wanted;
-he anfwered, that Inna's .mother had ordered him to follow, and if I
gave any thing away in the diftricl:, he was to feize it, and take it
to her.
When we had got within a ihort. mile of the ifi:hmus, in paffing a
·tew houfes, an aged woman, mother to the young man :who carried
my linen, met us, and, to exprefs her joy at feeing her fon, fi:ruck
herfelf feveral times on the head with a ihark's t9oth, till the blood
fiowed •pJ~ntifully down her breaft and ilioulders, whi~ft .the fon
.beheld it with entire jnfenfibility . . I yVas not·aware of this action to
prevent it, but a~ Qie ·continued it without mercy on herfelf, I fpoke
to them aIJgr-ily ,_- and obliged her to defift. The fon feeing that l was
· not pleafed with. what was done, obferv~d C(?olly, that it wa~ the
cufi9m .of Qtaheite. When w~ had gone about a furlong farther we
put up for-t~e night, at a. houfe which lately belonged to a woman
,with w4om Peter had lived, but ihe was now dead. She had b_een
wife to .Richard Sinnet, one of the unfort~nate mutineers,. wh~ W<l:S
-loft in the Pandora, and by him had two fine . girls, who are now
about fix ,or fevep years old; they are of .a fair mulatto complexio~,
.and very lively and talkative. . Since the mother's death Peter has
-taken care of them; they were glad to fee him, and received each a
fmall looking-glafs, as did alfo the woman of the houfe. When we
had refted a few minutes, Peter informed th~m that :G~ce the fun
was at fuch a height we had not eaten any thi1:g : this being kno~n,
it was impoffible to behold 'with indifference the joy which thofe ki~d
people expreffed on having an opportunity .of entertaining !Ile; they
inftantly dreffed a couple of fowls . for my dinner, and a pig for the
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Otaheitea.ns and Peter; for he pretended, that, being obliged ·to com·ply with fome of their cuftoms, he durft not eat in the houfe ·where I
was. After enjoying a comfortable meal, as the cool of the evening
by that time drew on, I got Peter, who, as well as myfelf, was
rather tired with the day's walk, to accompany ine to the top of one
of the adjacent ,hills, on each fide of which ran a deep valley. From
the c;entre hills towards ·the ·rea; for a little difiance up, the 'hills
abounded with cocoa-nuts and bread-fruit, and the more interior
_parts .with moun.tain plantain, farro, and a variety of other things,
.which they have recouife to when the low land cannot fupply all
_their wants. Afking Peter' what reafons. they gave for n?t cultivating
more of thofe articles on the low grou~d, as it was evi~ent they would
grow iJ.S well, or better, there,_ he faid it was on account of the havoc
made by the arreoies, and thofe who accompany Otoo in his feaftings
round the ifland; at which times, though they. only fray two or
· three days in a di:A:ricl:,. they confurrie a~d _wantonly defrroy all the
produce, and often the young plants, leaving nothing for the fettled
inhabitants of the place to fub:fift on, hut what they derive frorr: the·
mountains : on this account they fubmit to the trouble of climbing
almoft inacceffi.Ble places, r?,ther than expofe n:mch o{ the produce ·of
their labour to thofe privileged robber..s. · From this hill we alfo had a
view of the coral reefs. which lie interfperfed-along this coaft, fome of
them a confiderable di:O:ance off {hore :. there a,re feveral openfngs, · a~d
probably anchorage within moft of them; but I apprehend the
ground muft be r0cky, and bad· for cables. Refpecl:ing the diftricl:
itfelf, from Boo-te-awmoo to the"place where I no,v: was, clofe to the
ifihmus, it is little better than a wildernefs of rank weeds and ufelefs
tr~es, and that even in places· where the low land m~ght be rendered
mofi: fertile and valuable, though it no where exc~eds tw.o furlongs in
width. In fome places where we were obliged to quit. the fea-fide,
.travelling became exceedingly fatiguing, on account of the long
grafs, weeds, marihes, and numerous rivulets of water: in others the
l1ills project into the fea, and form broken and dangerous precipices1
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fame of which I have noticed before~ Be:fides this, it merits the name
of a ~efolate diftricf, from the few houfes it contains, and its thin population. However, the place where I now was· might be deemed
an excepti~n ; it ~s about a mile long, and a furlong wide ; and is
better furn1fhed with houfes, inhabitants, and fruit-trees, than any
place of equal frze in the diihict.
When we returned to the houfe w~ found a. fervant w horn Pomarre
h~d fent to meet and conduct me to the, place in Tiaraboo where
himfelf and retinue were preparing for a great feafl:; but as this took
me out of the way of my intended route, I fhould not have confented
to it, had not Peter frequently mentioned the precipices at the eaft
end of the ifiand as i~paffable by any but the· natives; who, though
ev_en accufton_ie~ to 1t,. were frequently dallied to pieces; and that,
without rumung th~t rifk, t~e acc~unt I wanted could be equally
well g©t from th€ chiefs._ of the feverail d.rftricl:s,, who would be with
Poma.rre oi;i the _fou11h fide_o.f. that: peninfola. Therefore I agreed to
acc©mpany the main acrofs 'the ifrhmus next nio\nililg.
15th. A!t daybr~k we rofe. P-<2tei then afked me whetber I durft
!le~p in a hvmfe where th€re was a corpfe ; and {hewed· me the fkull of
Rlichard Sjnlil~t's-_wi.fe, wrapped in cloth, hanging to the ·roof of the
houfe. It_ feems tl.flat fhe died at Eimeo, and was there put upon a
tupapow t1U the bo<d.y; was dried; the head was then- cut off and
brought' t~ this plaee, where fh~ had poifeffed fev.eral acres of gr~und.
. De~avtimg•£rom hence-, . we afcended a _hil-1-, moderately high on the
Otahe1te fide, and1 w.ailked ab0ut a- mile o:vei- a fine piece of I d
which flopes gently; frnm the middle clafs qf hil'ls to the ifl:h . an d,
• 11
· .
mus, an
1s a afomg: coveFect ~1th a ftratum ~f; rich brown mould, fitter for
the p~rpofos of agriculture than any fpot on the ifland : a few trees
_are fcatter-ed<:upo~., jt;,; bmt 0n large fpaces there is Flothing bµt grafs
and fern. The 1fthmus feemed covered with trees quite acrofs . and
beyond it, on th~ Tiaraboo. fide, the land for three or four rni];s appeared exactly like that I was now upon, covered• with fern, and
!evel ;tt top, but broken, or reat as it were, into chafms or deep hoJ..
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lows, and rifing w,ith a gradual afcent towards the lofty mounta~ns
which occupy the middle and eafl:ern divifions of Tiaraboo. At the
fouth fide of the ifrhmus, where we defcended to crofs, a cove about
:fixty yards ~ide, and of depth fufficient to admit a ihip, run~ clofe
up to the low neck : it would be an excellent place for a ihip to moor
_in, if a fafe pa:ffage could be found between the large flakes of coral
which lie without it ; and I do not think this impoffible, though,
ex½ept commerce were brought thither, it would be unneceifary.
Betides this cove, we cr0ffed two· more ihallow ones, and the{t
e,lilteredi tJre firfi -difl:ricl: of Tiarab00,, <i:alled Toa-howtow. Here the
low ground is f©.roarfhy, thait at eyery ftep we furnk almofi knee;.d~ep.,
J!t is alfo covered wit~ un<ilerwoodr, but aili>ounding in- bread-fruit aBcd>
coc.6a-nuts. Fartiher eafl;ward. the ground· is molie dry and haud; and
we.fell ·in with a. few-hou.fes, where <i:anoes were building:,. and the
w_or,melil beating. doth : they; informed ~IJ.s that the ditfi:ricl: containedr
one matteJna and thirteen tees, which make eighty-four inli.abi:tants..
The next diftricl: is Wyoo-r00; the ehief's name Ve.e-vee Roo.. ra:lr.:it has fix matteynas, cqntaining forty tees., which ma:ke two hundred
aod•feven·ty-fac •in:nabitants; and withrefp,eel: to the foi,l , fruits, &€ ..
-i-s e:l{:acl:J.y li{{e ~T0a-howtow : the low landt ilil bath is fca>rce...a forlomg1
wide, and the c0aft wavi,n g. ·
. It ·n ow began.raining li.afd, w.hioh ob1ig.ed us t0 fiop, where wasa. chie.f who knew Peter. lilis canoe was haule<.l: upon- the beaeh~
and the little houfe taken off it for ·him and his wife to fleep in. An~
this is- their. CQ.rnmon ·pi:acl:ice; fo· that w h.ernver they land, if ia a., . large canoe, they always have a houfe in readinefs. While we fat
l.Jndtr an a~0ining fhed,, and; the chief and I were' e:x:cha:rrging. pre'! fents-, _
a :b0y Fiek~d my ,pocket, but, finding himfelf mifcovered, he
dropt the booty; h0wever, the chief was-fo earagtd, that' he imme-·
<liately went iI?, pµrfuit ·of the boy, and· intended.-t'o pruniih. himleverely
if he.caugpt him.
The rain fubfi.d-i ng,. we fet ,ofl: again fon Mattahwey,, which was
~¢,next diftricl:, and whei:e,Poma-n:e wa'S witrh, his retii..mie.. 0n,ouD
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'\vay we were met by the young king , fon of Pomarre, and his
betrothed wife, both carried upon men's fhoulders; he afked for an
axe, -fciifars, &c. but I ·had none to fpare, therefore defired him to
go to the pahie, (!hip), and they iliould be given him. He alfo afked
Peter feveral queftions concerning the places and people he had feen
•
on his voyage with us. At laft we reached the head-qu~rters, which
we!e no more than a few canoe-houfes· and temporary ilieds, the beft
of whi~h was occupied by Pomarre; and to it I was conducted. As
f.or himfelf, they faid he was at a houfe farther on, bufied with his
fervants in preparing cloth, but that a meffeng~r was gone to inform
him · of my arrival. _ Accordingly he came in a iliort time, expreffed mtich joy on feeing me, and faluted nofes; he alfo inquired
for the captain, and moft on board. When I afked him his reafons
for riot going to Matavai, he anfwered, that at prefent he could not
po:ffibly go, it being a very bufy time wjth him, having to collect
canoes, cloth, hogs, &c. to give· away among the different chiefs and
. arreoies, who would attend him to the great feaft at Pappara, which
was to take place in ·a few days, and for which all the ifland was
looking up to him. 'this excufo I had reafon to believe, for public
~~re feemed engraven on his countenance. However, as he could
not go himfelf, he had fent his prime minifter Iddeah; ·who, I told
him, would not receive fo many things as if he had gone himfelf.
He faid, he did not mind the things fo much as the captain>s friendfhip.
I .had defired Peter, that if a mawhoo carrie in our way, he fhould
point him out; and here there happened to be one in Pomarre's
train. Be was dreffed like a woman, and mimicked the voice and
every peculiarity ·of the fex. I afked Pomarre what he was, who
anfwered,-" Taata, mawhoo," that is, a man, a.mawhoo. As I fixed
n:iy eyes upon the fellow, he hid his face : this I at :firft conftruec:J
into fhame, but found it afterwards to be a womanifh trick.
Thefe mawhoos chufe this vile way of life when young: putting
o.n the drefs of a woman, they follow the fame employments, are
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under the fame prohibitions with refpecl: to food, &c. and feek fhe
court!hip of men the fame as :women dQ, nay, _a.t_e m.P~ j_e1tlo_µs _of
the men who cohabit with them, and ·always refufe to ·fle~p with
womeµ. We are obliged here to draw a veil over other _p ra~iees .too
,horr,ible to mention. Thefe mawhoos,- being only frx or eight in
number, are kept by the principai chiefs. So · dep_ra;v:ed ~re -thefo
poor ,heathens, that even their women do riot defpife thofe fellows,
.b ut form friendlhips with them. This one ·was . tayo toJ,dd€;a.,h. .
And,here we are furni.(hed with an~ther iIT,Pediment t? population,
and may aik how fuch a :peo.p::le can pofilblr,ihave a numerous_p1•0geny.
_ _ .
.
h.
At this place rinoft of•the :c-hiefs ~of Tiaraboo were afftmbleg; t e1r
;canoes we11e haruled upon the beaqh, and· be~ore their.huts,v~ft ·qr1_an1tities of provifions w..ere ii::ung upon fra:k~s~,driv~~ ,~nto' -the -groun_d ;
:and more were arriving from the nei_ghbouri11g 8:iftriets: 9-11 which
was perhaps no faint image of the ancient Mellefpont and Grecian
camp.
From the different -chiefs I got an account of Tiaraboo, as follows ;
.. _
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Names of Diftricls.

Toa-how-towe
Wyoo-roo
3 Mattahwey
4 Wy-y(?u-teah
5 Otoo-boo
6 ·-Taa-·hapeah
7 'Tee-row-ouah
8 Popootah
•
9 Wy-yote
10 Bo-be-ourooah
1
2

.

.

11
J2

13
14
15
16

17
..
18
I

20
21

.

.

.

-

:}
.. .. ... .
.. .. ... :}
.

.

.
.
.
. . .
.
.

.

.
.
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Names of Chiefs.

{

Vee-ve-roo-rah
Mooec
Pomarre

J

Iddeah

.

I

6
6
15

7

{One of thefe is on}
Eree-meoo
each fide of the
Tee-ye-a
7
2d Eree-meoo
preceding
Haw-bouah
Tee-teah-manoowah
3
Atte-toutou
Orrahayroo
,
.
•
Attah-roah-is the name of the dif-}
2
Manne Manne·.
tricl. and valley. The point is
called Ohaitapeha •
•
•
Owahie-A fmall place in th_e weft} Ditto
part of the above bay
•
•
'
Pomarre and Taata} 2
Ah-hoo-e
Douah-he
Mare
- taata - hah, }
(fon of Towha)
4
Ah-noohe
and Houatooah
16
Ore-a-why
Owaheite
Tirra-wow is not inhabited.

. ..

.

.

.

.

.

. .

. . .

.

.

:}

-

.

·{

. ·{
. .

Numb,
Tees. of Souls .

--- --13
40
39
137

84
276
270
912

19

756

51

348'

65

408

16

108'

2

12.

34

216,

47

306

36

3r2

I

Men, women, and children in Tiaraboo,

4008

All the eafr part of Tiaraboo confill:s of high rugged mountains,
which run to the fea-fide, and form freep cliffs that are extremely
dangerous to pafs : on this account the low land is narrow, and difrributed partially ; but from Ohaitapeha bay, on the north fide, and
from oppofite to it on the fouth fide, down towards the ifrhmus, it runs
from half a furlong to a whole one in width, and where valleys are, it
is-in confequence wider. There were not many cotton-trees to be fecn,
and thofe few of no value : indeed, no part of this peninfula is comparable to the di:fi:ricl:s of Matavai, Oparre, and Attahooroo, m the
2
larger peninfula.
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At night I fpread· my bed in the fame houfe where Peter, Pomarre-,
and ·feveral others lay; but little refr could be had, as one or other
was talking all the night. Pomarre aiked Peter many fhrewd queftions concerning the places and things he had feen on the voyage,
and more particularly about the natives of Tongataboo, as the red
. feathers, and various manufactures from thence, have given them a
high idea of that people. Nothing grows on Otaheite but what they
mentioned, to know if they had the fame; and whether they had
good land, good canoes, and fine women. They alfo inquired much
about the Marquefas, and fpoke of the people there as ~eing as far
inferior to themfelves. in civilizat!on as they really are to Europeans.
However, they appeared highly delighted with the relation Peter gave
them of thefe countries: but when he fpoke of the wonderful things
of Eurppe, they at fir.ft expreifed fi.1!prife; but ·not being able to form
conceptions of the things he related, their pleafure quickly flackened :whereas .the.people of the Friendly HJ.ands and Marquefas are in .almoft
all things {jmilar to themfelves; alike i_n· perfon, manners, and drefs;
are tatfou,ed, have canoes, bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and plant.ains, as ·
well as they ; and without thefe articles they admit of no country to
be really va1uable, though 't hey do not deny our fuperiority in every_
thing elfe. Al: th.is time Pomarre and his retinue particularly r~gretted
thcir want of ihips; and knowledge to coi1cfocl: t~em to foreign coun. tries ; and, addreffiag himfelf to me, faicl, in a tone of concern, that
they were able to go no further than Ulietea or H uaheine ; and that
at the rifl{ of being driven they knew not whither, to peri-f h: whereas
we could fail for many moons, and in the darke:fi: nights and :fi:rongeft
gales, ~nd after all could come exacl:ly to Otaheite. Thefe were. the
very ideas he expreffed. In anfwer to which, I told him, that we·
once were in the fame predicament, and knew nothing; but that good·
men·brought the fpeaking paper into our country, and taught. us to
underfiand it, by means of which we learnt to know the tme God,
t;p build and conduct fhips, and to make. axes, knives, fciffars,- and
the various things which he faw we poffeifed-: alfo that his tayo
DD l
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Captain Cook had told the earees of Pretane, that neither the king
of Otaheite nor·his people underftood the fpeaking paper, nor how to
do thefe things; Therefore they had, out of real regard for him, fent
the gGod men at Matav~i, to teach him, his children, and people, as
we ourfelves were taught: that, as chief of the iiland and regent for
his fon, it behovetl him t'o feRd his children and the natives t0 attend
to their infiructions .; for, if they neglected the prefent oppom:unity,.
no more good m-eri wmald come to them, but they W()\llld riemain in
ignorance·far ever.
I believe he pa-id as much attention to this· ::£& lay illil lu:is power, and
faid it was my ty (good), and fo went to fleep.
16th. In the morning it mined very hard, which confined -us toour quarters till nine o'clock, when the chief arrd alJ his fervants fet
gff to work at the cloth ; and as I intended to reft all this day, I fol.
lowed foon after, and found tnem bufied on large pieces of cloth, about
thirty yards long, and four broad ; they had them fuetched along the
ground, and doubling each, by laying others upon them, cemented
them with a pafte. Pooorre was as' bufy as any. Here I faw the
mawhoo alfo, who wrought with equal dexterity as the women.
At a pr~per· time of day -a fine roaft pig was brought for dinner,
part of which was _given me, the refl: went to the chief; but I obferved thofe around him took fo large a fhare, that himfe1f matle but
a foanty dinner: and this may be the reafon why his head man
brought victuals in the dark, on the two nights I fl:aid there. It feemed
that -~he hogs were not plentiful here, or they were keeping them till
·
the feafl:.
17th. I rofe to take leave of Pomarre, and informed him of my
intention to return to the ihip by the fouth fide of Otaheite nooe,
and would therefore thank him for the ufe of a canoe. He immediately ordered one of the befl: fingle ones, which Peter wa:s to keep
after our arrival at Matavai: he a1fo put in it two•large hogs, and
f ent a man to W yere ( the firfl: difl:rict we :fuould land at) to prepare
another. I had given him a pair of fciifars and what I could fpare:
_,.
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and now he begged a piece of cloth, which the chief gave me where
we fl:opped on account of the rain ; having got it, he ca.fl: 1h1s eye
on what I ufed as a bed, as if defrrous of that alfo: but obfervincr
b
his difpofition began to work, I bad him farewell, not-without feeling
on the occafion. He was much affected, and faid, if .poffible he
would come and fee the captain, and defired me to fpeak a goad word
f?r lddeah, that ihe might receive opys (ax.es), paouties ( fci-ffars), &c.
Leaving this place we paddled to the wdtward, and having a.
ftrong current in our favour were foon pafl: the ifrhmus, and landed
in the fo:fr di:ftrict, called Wyere, over which M<1,ahehanoo (a woman)
pre:G.des as chief: to her the fon of Towha is betrothed:· they are
both young, perhaps fifteeti years old;. he has the mofl: lively, piercing
countenance of any youth -I faw.
A perfon named Tootahah, who is alfo defcended from the earees,,
lived here as guardian to Towha and Maahehanoo; he feemed well
acquainted with inany of our cufl:oms, and could fpeak feveral Englifh
words. Previous to bringing a young hog which they had prepared for dinner, Tootahah drove four fl:akes in the ground, and
making a table of boards upon them, he fpread a piece of clean
cloth, placed an,, Englifh plate before me, · and tried to· apologize
for not having a knife and fork, aml fuch things as ,he knew we had
en board. T]ms, for t~e ~rfl: time, I dined in fl:yle among them.
Aftef dinner the.y put a pig into the canoe, agreeably to the order of
Pomarre, and tµad'e fome other prefents, which I repaid as well as
I could, and left them.
This is a very good di:Airict; the low land is of various breadths,
as twenty yards, a furlong, and in fome places 'half a mile. Next
to it are hills moderately high, forming valleys of fmall extent ; and
beyond are the lofty craggy mountains, which are covered with
trees to the fummit. The cli:Airict weftwar.d .o f this is called Wy00• .
reede, and anfwers the fame defcription: the hill which feparates
them is called Rooamo, ·where the land bends in; and a little further
a point nms off, and a quarter of a mile without it: is the fmall iiland.
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Ote'arrawah. Another · fmall i:flet' lies about a mile further' along the
coaft, called Tahmow.
· As it now began to rain hard, we landed to take fhelter in the
houfes, which are here, as in other places, but thinly fcattered: when
it cleared up, Peter and I walked along the beach, wh-ile the toutous
paddled the canoe. Foot-paths interfed.ed the low ground, but it
was bad walking on them, on account of the weeds and fong' grafs
being wet with the rain ; an~ the trees in fome places ftanding clofe.
to the fea, obftrucl:ed the. way by the beach, and forced us again into
the canoe; and juft as it was· dark we reached Attemonoo, a 'fmall
diftricl: fituate between Wyooreede and Pappara, and there hauled
up the canoe. We thence walked to Temarre's houfe at Pappara, and
found him quite intoxicated with ava; When they had brought
lights I fa.id my bed down, and being tired with the fatigues of the
day, went immediate!y to _reft.
18th. Temarre had rifen early, and gone to a .place ,con1iderably
to the weftward; to wor!hip at a mo.rai he had there, but 'left word
to drefs a pig for me. In the interim we applied .to_.ari. intellige~t
elderly chief for the number G>f mat:teynas and tees which we had
paired-, w h0 counted 1hem , as follows, viz.:
'Matt.

Wyere
Wyooreede
Attem0noo

32
13
'.Z

Pappara
17
.Aha-ahcinah ,8

Tees.

'lnhabit~ntfi,

Chiefs.

42
161
24

444
1044
1s6

Maahehanoo.

1s,7
.I 0:_5

}

',fayredhy, w ife of Te':'
marre.

{

Temarre. The ab~Yve
~re alfo under him,
and he is under Po.;.
•matre, or Otoo.

After . waiting till nea~ eleven o'clocl,{ for_breakfafl:, ~
enquiry, that the hog they were dreiling was _fo large as
three hours more ,to tfo ·it fufficiently; therefore ,r -was
content myfelf without ·breakfaft, and had. but a · faint
dinnerw.i:thout·ftaying all day for it.

found, on
to require
obliged to
hope of a

The great morai of Oberea ftands on a point a little to the eaftward: thither I went, to have a view of fo great a curiofity. Otoo
has one of his reprefentative houfes here; a!ld in palling it, fome of
his fervants, judging whither I was going, followed me, and were
very ailiduous .in .explaining every thing to me. This morai is an
enormous pile of ftone-work, ~n form of a pyramid, on a parallelogram area; it has a flight of ten fteps quite round it, the firft ·of
which, from the grou~d, is fix feet high, the reft about five feet;
it is in .length,. at the ba(e, two hundred and feventy feet, width at
dittq ninety-fopr feet ; at the top .it is one hundred-and eighty feet
long, and about fix wide: the iteps are compofed partly of regular
i:ows of fquared coral ftones ab.out eighteen inches high, and partly
with .blueifh.,.coloured pebble ftones. near:ly quite round, of a hard
texture, all -about fix inches diameter, and in their natural unhewn
ftate : this is the outfide. The. infide, that is to fay~ what compofes
the· folid • mafs (for it has no -hollow fpace), is compofed of ftones of
various kinds and fhapes. It is a wonderful ftrucl:ure; and it muft
have coft them immenfe time and pains to bring fuch a quantity of
ftones together, and- particularly to fquare-the coral of the fteps with
the tools they Had when it was raifed; for it was before iron came'
among them:: and as they were .ignorant of mortar, or cement, it
required all -the care they have taken to fit the ftones regularly, to
each other, -that it might ftand. When Sir Jofeph Banks faw this
place, there was on· .the centre of the fummit a-reprefentation of a
bird carved in wood, and clofe by. it the figure of a .fi!h carved in
ftone ; but both are now gone, and the ftones of the upper fteps
are in many _places· fallen :· the walls of the court have alfo gone
much to ruin, and, .the flat. pavement is only: in fome places: difcern,..
--ible. The· above gentleman, [peaking of this court; fays; ~' the py~
" . ramid conftitutes . one fide. of a court; or fquare, the fides of
" which were nearly .equal; and the whole -was walled in and
" paved with flat ftones : notwithftanding which pavement, feveral
•" .plantains and. trees., . which the..natives. call etoa, . grew. within ·the
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" . enclofure.,., At preferrt there is within this fquare a houfe, called
the houfe of the Eatooa, in which a man confrantly refides. Sir
Jofeph further fays, " that at a fmall diflance to the weflward of
" this. edifice was another paved fquare, that contained feveral fmall
" flages, called ewattas by the natives, which appeared to be altars
" whereon they placed the offerings to their gods;" and that he af·terwards faw whole hogs placed upon thefe flages or altars. My
guide led me to this fpot, which appears alfo to have gone much to
·ruin: he :!hewed me the altar, which is a heap of ftones, and how
they lay their offering upon it; he then went a few yards back, and
laying hold of an upright flone, like a grave-flone, he knelt with
one knee, and looking upwards, began to call on the Eatooa, by
crying, " Who90, whooo ;" and by afterwa:rds making a whifi:Jing noife, intimated it to be the way in which the Eatooa anfwered
them.
Tl;ie grand morai formerly belonged to •Oammo and Oberea, then
t<;> their defcendant Temarre, and now, fince the conquefl, to Otoo.
It was pafi: noon when I got back to the houfe, and Temarre had
not returned from his worfhip ; and, worfe than that, there was no
profpeel: of any thing to eat: therefore I propofed to fet off, when .
·his wife entreated me to flay a while longer. This being complied with, they brought the hog fmoking hot, but nearly raw.
though it muft have been covered up at leafi: four hours, which
was owing to its fize, being large enough to ferve forty men. Thus
both I and my companions fuffered by the exce:ffive kindnefs of our
hofi:.
When we had taken our leave, and.walked about a mile along the
beach, we met Temarre on his way home,; and when Peter told
him that we had waited purpofely for him, he feemed much afraid
lefl I :fhould be angry, and aiked if I was not. On fatisfying him
that I was not, he then inquired into the caufe of our vifit to Pomarre, in a way that befpokc jealoufy, envy, and fear of that chief.
After a little converfation we parted. T emarre is fuppofed to be
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po!feffed of the Eatooa, and, in conformity to that fuppoution, fpeaks
in fucl1 a way that fcarcely any one can under!l:and him. This at fir.ft
made me think that he ufed that peculiar language faid to be fpoken
by the prie(ls; but both the Swedes infift that the pr.iefrs know no
other than the common language, and can always be underftood.
, except when, for the fake of myfu:rioufnefs, they utter their fpeeches
in a finging tone ; and that even the young girls can make their
fongs equally unintelligible. It is alfo faid of this chief, that he
is now meditating revenge on Pomaure, on account of the death of
his father and h is own defeat ; and in hope of obtaiq.ing fuccefs he
has chofen Mr. Main for his tayo., whom he has heard fpoken of as
a military man, and 'to whom he has made fev.eral great prefen'ts.
We flopped at Pappara for the night in the houfe of my tayo Wyreede: as I had not feen her fince my late arJ·ival, fhe expreffed much
joy on the occafion, ordered a pig to be in!l:antly dre!fed, and made
me a prefent of feveral things ; among others, a quantity of human
hair made into fine :finnet. Here were a number of an-eoies with
their feparate wives, who,_by the atfachment they £hewed.for theirhuibands, feemed to difcountenance the alfertion of promifcuous connexion, with which they are charged. Their great numbers made
t'he houfe, which was one hundred and forty feet Jong, appear like a
little village, whe_re each claimed the place on which his mat was
fpread; and almoft all were employed in making tnats, :linnet, &c. As
foon as it was dark they brought lights, and danced and fung till
near mid-7:1ight, ana perhaps would have continued all the night, had
I not begged my tayo to caufe them to defifi; for the arums appear
not to di.flurb their fl.eep; but, :when tired with dancing, they lie down,
and a frefh party rifes to the fport : and in this manner ,the arreoies
ufually fpend their nights, and thus they train the youths to the fame
irregular living.
·
I 9th. The f!lOrning being fine and clear,.we walked to the end of
the difrricl:, and croffing a little cove, ehtered on Ahaheinah. The
point which, with the c0vc, feparates t~e two difrricts, is called
E E
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Abooroo. Pappara1s ·a difirict _of ·the middling_clafs;
e~tent of
low land and fertility it is better than the north-eaftern d1ftnds, _or
thofe of Tiaraboo; but inferior to thofe I afterwards c~me to, viz.
Attahooroo and Oparre : however, the low land feems not to be two
furlongs in width in -a ny place. Ahaheinah h~s a ftraight coaft; m
feveral parts the hills"_projed to tp.e fea, leaving a na~r~w beach or
foot-path at their bafe, and where there is low land 1t 1s no whe~e
above a hundred yards wide. A hill called Weypah-t_oto fe~arates it
from Mahr.aw, .a fmall divifion of Attahooroo: here Captain Weatherhead landed· in his boats after the lofs of the Matilda, and had
his money and clothes taken from him by the natives ~
.
Attahooroo is divided into two or three departments, over which
chiefs fubordina.te to Temarre prefide. In the a.ccou~t given me they
divided it only i{\tO two parts, of which the fouth-eaft contains fifteen
ma.tteynas and one hundred, and fif~y tees, and the north part ten matteynas and ninety-three .tees, including .the valleys. Here the :iliore
is waving, and forms a fegment of a circle as it ben?s _ro~~d to
Tetta.ha.' The reef lies a ·confiderable way off, and w1thm it_the
water is fmooth and !hallow, and the bottom a fine white fand inter- ·
fperfed with beautiful c;ora.l, which makes the ro~ing: over i~ delightful. Here · the ifiand puts on its moil: beautiful appearance. A
large border of low ground is covered with_cocoa, palms, and
bread-fruit. Extenfive valleys run confiderably in-land, and the fides
of the hills which form them, are cover~d with fruit-trees, and
their , tops ;ith grafs. The lofty mountains in t:1~ higher region a~e
alfo covered with trees, or broken into awful prec1p1ces; and by their
various fhapes and difta.nces, and the clouds, which hover over them
all the day, add a fublime grandeur to the beauty of the fcene below.
We landed at a chief's houfe oppofite the great valley, and before
dinner fet off with the chief to fee a mora.i, where it was faid the
ark of the Eatooa was depofited, a·nd which had been conjecl:_ured by
'fome vifitors to bear a fimilitude in form to the ark of the C()Venant.
Though it wa:s about noon, in the road we went we felt little of the
4
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heat of the fun: lofty bread-fruit trees afforded their plea.fant !ha.de;
and, as there was but little underwood, we felt no annoyance, except .
from a. few flies. _ Turmeric and ginger abounded, alfo the wild
cotton tree. The ?1ora.i ftands on the north fide of the valley, about
a mile or more from the beach: it is erected on level ground, enc1ofed
w_ith a fquare wooden· fence, each fide of which may meafure thirty
or forty yards. About one half of the platform next the interior fide
·o f the fquare is paved, and on this pavement, nearly in the middle,
there ftands an altar upon fixteen wooden pillars,_each eight feet high;
it is·forty fe~t long and feven feet wide _: ·on the top of the pillars the
platform for the offe1:ings is la:td, with thick matting upQn it, which
overhanging each fide, for~s a deep fringe all around it. Upon this
matting are offerings of whole hogs, turtle, large fifh, · plantains,
young coc?a-nuts, &c. the whole in a ftate ·o f putrefaction, which
fend s an offe~1five fin ell all round the place. A large fpace on one
.fide of the fence was broken down, and a heap of rough ftones laid
in the gap: upon thefe ftones, and in a line with the fence, were placecl.
what they call TEES; thefe '\-yere boards from fix to feven feet high,
cut into various f11apes. At a corner near thi~ ftood a houfe and
two fheds, whe're ·men conftantly attended; We entered the houfe,
_a_nd found at one end the little houfe, qr ark of the Eatooa; it was made
exadly like thofe they fet q,n theii:. canoes, but fmaller, being
about four feet long, , an1 ' three in height and breadth. As · it
contained nothing but a few pieces of cloth, I inquired where they
had hid_the Eatooa: they anfo,ered, that it had been taken in the
morning to a fmall morai near· the w9-ter-.fide, but that they would
imme1ia~ely bring it, -which they did in about half an hour. Though
I ha:d not viewed this place without feeling for the poor creatures,
yet when they laid their Eatooa on the gro~nd I could hardly reftrain
a laugh. · It was in fhape exactly like a failor's hammock. lathed up,
and compofed of two parts, the larger one juft the fize of the houfe,
and the leffer, which was lafhed upon it, was about half ~hat fize:
at the ends were faftened little bunches of red and yellow feathers,
EE 2
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the 0fferings of the wealthy. They feeing me fmile, Jg.ughed heartily
themfelves, but feemingly only to pleafe me; for it was from no idea
of the infignifi.cancc of their Eat6oa. I told them it was not, could
Flot be a god, becaufe it was nothing but the cloth and finnet which
themfelves had made, and could no more hear, fpeak, nor. do them
good or harm, than could the cloth they wore. At this they feemed
rather perplexed, but fiill affirmed that it was a great Eat6oa ; and
when he was angry their trees bore no bread-fruit, and many ills
came upon them; but not a word in reference to a future fiate. I
wanted much to fee what was in the infide; but they faid, none but
Manne M~nne and a few moi.:e durfi open it. However, they told
Peter that it contained nothing but red feathers, a young plantain,
and a bunch of yo.ung cocoa-nuts before they break the leaf. Several
bread-fruit and etoa trees fiand within the fame fquare.
On our way back ~e called to fee the bo~y of Orepiah, as prefervetl in a tuP,a.pow: he had not been many months dead, and was
now in a perfetl:ly dry fiate. The man to whom the pe~formance of
this operation was entrufied lived clofe by, and came ne~r when he
faw us. He feemed quite willing to oblige me; and afked if I
would like to fee the body un{hrouded; for, as it lay, nothing could be
feen but the feet. Anfwering in the affirmative, he drew it out
upon the uncovered fiage, and took feveral wrappers of cloth off
it; and, laughing all the while, 'placed the corpfe in a fitting
pofiure. The body had been opened, but the :!kin every where elfe
was unbroken, and, adhering clofe to the bones, it, appeared like a
:fkeleton covered with oil-cloth. It had little or no fmell, and would,.
notwithfianding the heat of the · climate, remain fo preferved a·confiderable time. . The method they take for this is, to clear the body
of the entrails, brain, &c. ; then wa{hing it well, they rub it daily
outfide and in with cocoa-nut oil, till the flefl.1 is quite dried up ;
after which they leave it to the all-defiroying hand of 'fime. This
tupapow was confiructed by driving four long fiakes in the ground,
about fix feet afunder, lengthwife, and four in breadth: befides thefe,
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two others, not fo long by three feet, a:re driven on a line, and fix
feet from the former four: a fiage is then made at the height of the
fhorteft two, and the corpfe being laid at one end, a thatched roof
is raifed upon the four hig.heft fiakes, to {helter it from the
rain ; the vacant part of the fiage is to pull it upon, either for
rubbing with the oil, or exhibiting it to the friends and relations of
the deceafed. On the adjoining trees, plantains and bread-fruit hung.
for the ufe of the dead. I afk.ed the;n, ·where they thought his fpirit,
or thinkim.g part, had gone ? At this they fmiled, and faid , '' Harre
" po," that is, " Gone to the night."
A little before dark we reached the further end of Attahooroo,.
and put up- at a'little place wl{ich Ma.nne Manne had given to Peter,
who ordered what he pleafed 1 and had it immediately; and here
we left the canoe, as · it blew too fre{h _to row it againft the eafterly
wind. In the morning we rofe early : a couple of fowls were ready
dreffed, on which we breakfafted, and fet off with a hope of reaching
the fhip, if nothing occurred to prevent it.
We entered Tettaha by afcending a hill called Opeyhowe. The
difrrict almoft throughont is hilly, affording but little low land;
neverthelefs it is well inhabited, which may be owing to its fituation,
'lyiing between the two beft di{hicts on the ifland; though I ap-·
pi:ehend even its own produce is · fuffici<mt for the people who live
upoq it. It has twelve matte-ynas and one hm1dred and thirty tees ..
Pomarre is the chief. The beft grove of coco~-nut trees hereabouts, and a great number of bread-fruit, are fa.id to have been
planted by him and lddeah when they w'ere young. We paffed one
fpot where Pomarre had lately a houfe, ·which contained a vaft
quantity of his ft0res, and had been' maliciouHy fet on fire and burnt
to the ground. At a place called ·weyto-weyte, which terminates
the diftrict, there is .a houfe three hundred and ninety-feven feet in.
length, and forty-eight wide : twenty wooden pillars , each twentyone feet high, fu_pport the middle of the roof; and one hundred and:
twenty.four, each ten feet high, fupport the fi.des or eaves of the- -
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roof: the r.afters _upon which the roof is laid are about fix inches
thick, and placed twenty inches apart : a wooden wall, or fence,
enclofes the whole. H ere, it is faid, they on great occafions hold
fea!l:s for days together, when they almo!l: de!l:roy all the hogs on the
iiland. The ~ext di!l:ricl is Oparre, which is well !l:ored with provifions and inhabitants, having fixteen matteynas and one hundred
and ninety-nine tees, including two valleys. It has alfo a morai, but
it is faid to be inferior to that in Attahooroo; therefore, as it rained,
I did not go to fee it. Being forced to take !helter in a houfe, I faw
there a man, one of whofe legs was [welled to a fize little lefr than a
man's body ; the· other leg was of its natural fize, and the perfon
cheerful, and bufied in making a mat. One of Otoo's boat-houfes
was adjoining; it contained a war canoe fixty feet long, which is a
.little larger than that at Otyearee ; and thefe two, and one from
Ulietea of a different con!l:ruclion, were the only large ones I faw in
the courfe of my journey, though 1 fa.w feveral of a middling fize,
yet not fo many as I expected.
The la!l: difficulty w.as to get over Taharray, or One Tree hill, · as
the rain had made the afcent very fiippery: From thence we walked
along the beach to the mi:ffionary houfe, and got our cloGng account
from Pyteah. Matavai has twenty-feven matteynas and one hundred and ten tees, -"\vhich makes eight hundred and twenty-two in...
habitant:,.. Therefore the population is as follows :
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3
4

5
6

7
8
9
10
II

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
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Diftri~s.

. . .
. . .
. .. .
.

Whyripoo
Whapiawno
Wharoomy
Hewow
Hahbahboonea
Honoowhyah
Nahnu Nahnoo
Ot-yayree
,
Wha-ah-heinah
Hedeah
.
fart ~f Terrawow o~ this•fide
the illhmus uninhabited.
Wy-eree
Wyooreede
'
Attemonoo
Pappara
.
Ahaheinah
Attahooroo
Tettaha
Oparre
Matavai

.. ...
. .

.
.
.
.
.

M att. Tees,

P rcGding C hiefs.

..
.
...

...
.
.
.
.

.. ... ... .

--6
. .. -4
28 238
.

Inna Madua
Wytouah
•
W yreede Aowh
Manne Manne
Otoo
Ditto
Pomarre
Noe Noe
Roorah and thre~ mor~
Inna Ma_dtia

.

I

9

2

II

I

. .

3
3
2
4
42

8
28
18
22
53
167

. ... ..

.

Maahe-hanoo (female)
Tayreede(wifeofTemarre)
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
:
Ditto
.
Pomarre
Ditto
Miffionaries

.
.
. .. .
. .

. .. ..
.. .

3z

42
161

13

Total on the whole i!land

-

.

.

.

.

.

444

822

T~tal .of ~en, women, and children, in Otaheite
Ditto m T1araboo
•

.

144
342
1254

110

24
1 57

z7

126

105
z.43
~o
99

2

12

264 _
1596
60
78
54
186

1044
156
1044
678
1608
852
1290

17
8
25
16

N umb.
of Souls.

12,042
4,008
16,050 .
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CHAPTER

XIV.

'I'ranfa5lions at Gtahe,ite till their Departure.

~HE intention of writing thefe pages b,.eing ·chiefly to preferve the
circu~fiances of a voyage which from its nature and object is intereihng to many , I 1u
11..a11 w1
' ·th th.1s- view
·
· what occurrences
notice
pafted at the fhip dtlring my abfonce, alfo 'in the fuhfequent days of
our_ fray; and then take_lea~e of Otaheite~ wi~hou~ faying more on
-their cufrorr:s and manners than ':l,hat lies inrerfperfed in the j0urnal
:,1ready det~1led, as _all form<? navigators ?ave enlatged on this fubJect ; and if _errors . can . now,· be correcte~ it will . certainly be beft
do~e from the letters of the miffionaries, · whofe refidence among the
natives for five months. gave them ,,gxoatl:r the advantage over us at
thtdhip.
.
July I 2th. It being the Rev. Mr. Lewis's turn to attend the boat
employed in landing the goods, he expreifed a fear that the divi:fion
of them, aft.er t-he . departure of the ihip, would occafion fome
uneafinefs. In _the courfe of the day Mr. Cover and Henry waited
up?~ the captam, and fpoke to the fame effect, giving it as 'their
op1mon, that, to prevent any thing difagreeable happening, the mofi
pr~1den_t way would be for them to make a divifion immediately; but
t~lS bemg only a propofal, the adoption of which !he captair:i left ent1:.ely to themfelve~, it was no more fpoken of. Mrs. Hodges and
l'vHs. He~ry alfo _v1fited us to-day; and in the evening they all went
on ihore m the pinnace. Landed the goods, and received from our
friends the natives a plentiful fupply of fruit, &c.
I 3th.
To-day the captain and fix of the miffionaries examined
the difirict of Matavai for the purpofe of finding the mofi eligible
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fpot on which to build a houfe; but as there were feveral equally
eligible, no preference was given as yet to any.
14th. The weather ferene and pleafant. Information was brought
to the fhip, that the young king had come to Matavai; but a report
fpreading that he had facrificed a man, the miffionaries exprdfed their
marked difapprobation of the horrid act, which fo terrified him, that
. he was fetting off for Pappara, when the captain landed, and ftoppe~
him as he and his queen ran alqng the beach. On ·being afked why
he was going away fo foon, he anfwered, that, as the miffionaries
were angry, he fuppofed the captain was fo too. The captain told
him ~hat it would be very wrong to facrifice a man : he denied the
fact. The captain entreated him to commit no fuch cruelty; and befought him to retµrn, pr~mifing that he would fend him a ~q.noe,
which he had brought purpofely from Tong_ataboo. This both reconciled and pleafed him: he accordingly took up his re:fidence in
Matavai. Had he gone off in fear, there was no knowing what
the confequences .might ~e, p.S he had only to lay the rahooe on the
difiricts, to cut off all our fupplies ; a circumfi_ance whic~, t ~ough
not experienced by us, ha~ been feverely felt by fome of their vilitors.
1 5th.
Pleafant weather. The captain and the four appointed
miffionaries employed in 'divid,i.ng the goods; .the feamen hC?i:fl:ing ou.t
of the hold, and putting the Ota):i~itea11 divifion into .the brethren's
boat. In the forenoon Otoo and· his wife came alongftde,; the
Friendly" Iilmid canoe was given to him, and after he had furveyed it
near two. hours, he got into it, and we.v,t on fhore feemingly much
pleafed. About four in the aftern.oon, Sam (the little cabin-boy)
ran from the ihip, fuppofed to have gone out at the _cabin-window.
'J'his boy being of a dwarfiih fi.ze, was apprehenfive of falling into
want in his own country; therefore he preferred fettling where
nakednefs was no hardihip, and the vegetable diet at leafi of the
HJ.and could always be procured at eafe. He left behind him a few
incoherent lines mentioning his defign, wherein he likewife fays, t_h at
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if he can do the miffionaries no good, he will do them no harm.
About the fame time the captain had hjs dreffing-box with all his
fhaving utenfils fiolen out of the ca]Jin, and at firfi fuppofe~ the boy
concerned in the theft, bl_!t it afterwards proved he was innocent,
Thermometer 71°. Received from Mawroa, and his wi_fe Wyreede
Aowh, two fmall pigs, with fruit, &c. alfo prefents from feveral .
others.
16th. The day fine and pleafant. Mr. Jefferfon and Eyre cha~lains for the day on · board ; the former in the forenoon:, the latter m
the afternoon.
17th. Fine weather. Landed fome goods, and received PY the
return of the flat-bottomed boat two loads of fione ballafi. Iddeah
having come to Matavai, fent to the fhip to know whether the cap- ·
tain was angry with her. The meffenger was told that he was not;
and as a token thereof, a plantain leaf was fent her. She then came
on board, bringing with her two large hogs and two bundle~ of
cloth : one of each was her own prefent, tl}.e other that of Pomarre.
When feated in the cabin, · fhe was afked the reafon why fhe killed
her child : in anfwer to which fhe faid, that the man with w horn
. fhe cohabited was a low man; had the child been Pomarre's, fhe
would have fpared it; but fince it was the cufiom of the earees
to murder all bafe-born children, fhe had only acl:ed agreeably thereto. ,
The father of the child ~as fitting by her, without feeming in the
}eafi angry; however, herfelf feemed rather hurt at the home
quefiions that were put to her, and the· converfation was turned.
She then informed the captain of the reafons of Pomarre's abfence,
which bei~g abfolutely neceffary, he had fent. her to fee that his
friend the captain wanted for nothing the 1fland could afford;
though, perhaps, the truer reafon was, that he might lofe nothing
by his abfence that could be got from the fhip. When ~e had received feveral prefents, the evening drawing on, ihe fet off to fee her
fon Otoo, bpt was hardly gone when he made his appearance in a
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large double canoe, whooping and hallooing to the feamen by name,
and after playing a number of foolifo tricks, fet off to the fhore.
Thermometer 7 r
O

•

8th. The weather pleafant. No. natives on board, or canoes about
the fhip ; the reafon of which novelty we foppofe to ~e fame diverfions given by Iddeah. Landed fome goods, and · received two
~oat-loads of frone ballafr.- Docl:or Gillham was in the boat to-day,
and informed th~ captain of his de:fire to return with him. In the
afternoon one of the natives brought back the boy Sam, and received
for this fervice anew fhirt; Mrs. Hodges accompanied them, to plead
for the fugitive. The carpenter employed calking the fhip's topfides, which the powerful effecl: of the tropical climate had rendered
leaky. Thermometer 7'2.°.
,
I

9th. The weather fqually, with rain. The young king ( Otoo ) .
fent a prefent of two hogs and fame cloth; One of his fervants alfo
brought . the -captain's dreffing-box; they had traced the thief to
Oparre, where they found the box complete, but the offender had
efcaped to the mountains. By the meffengeran-axe was fent to Otoo.
lddeah, and the bafe fellow fhe cohabits with, dined on board, and
before fhe left us, received all the red feathers we had, aQd likewife a
red uniform coat for Pomarre; with which valuable prefents fhe was
hig~ly delighted. Received two boat-loads of frone. In the evening
a chief brought twenty-fowls, for which he received an axe. Whilft
at dinner a native ·requefied the fhip's harpoon, to frrike a large cavally
he had obfervecl : this he performed with great dexterity; but the
wounded n.111 having: difengaged the harpoon, the man dived after it,
-and brought up the cavally in his arms, weighing forty-five pounds,
for which the captain rewarded him, and fent the fifh on fhore to the
miffionaries.
I

20th. The weather fqually, with heavy raiz:i. Few of the natives
-on board,_ occa:fioned partly by th~ weather, and partly by a !hooting~
match with bow and arrow, which Otoo had at Oparre, R eceived
F F 2
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three boats of ballafr. Thermometer 72f
To-day I returned from
making a tour of the ifiand.
21 fr.
Weather as yefrerday : the winds during the latter part
fqually from the N. W. with heavy rain; which fo f~elled the·river
of Matavai, that we with•difficulty got one boat-load of ballafr.
Early in' the -morning Mawroa and his wife, who are our mofr
confrant vi:fitors, came, and brought with them a pig, bread-fruit,
cocoa-nuts, &c.: w.ith them came alfo three women, who, they faid,
were r;lations; they likewife brought each of them a prefent. One
of them was full feventy years old, and fo ,infirm, and exhaufred with
the fatigue of getting on board, that ihe laid herfelf down on the
tabin floor, apparently about to expire; but recovering a little, ihe
fl:aid on board all the day, and went fafe away in the evening.
Iddeah was among this day's vifitors, and, in ihort, the cabin was
quite crowded with them.; which would often be uncomfortable,
were they not careful to fupply us. with a ylentiful table. Therinometer 72°.
11
22d. Wind eafrerly; moderate and :fine weather. Loofed fails to
dry, &c. After br~akfafr the miffibnaries ca11:e off, but without
fl:ones, not being able to get them for the [well of the river. Sent on
fhore a quantity of rod, bolt, ahd bat iron. To-day the captain gave
Peter, the Swede, two fpades and fome other articles, as he propofed
erecting a houfe near to the·miilionaries. My tayo Wyreede fent me
a large hog, as ihe had frequent! y .done before.
·. 23d. Fine pleafant' weather, a'nd a light air of wind eafierly.
Fhre or fix failing canoes went out of the bay towards Tethuroa.
Thefe are the only canoes ·of the failing kind that we obferved on the
ifiand, though fotnetimes· they will erect a terripotary mafi to tun
before the wind. Service on board by brothers Henry ~nd BroomhalL
24th. Three of the ·company made an excurfion for two days,
with P eter the Swede, through Matavai; ·Oparre, Tettaha, and
,,Attahooroo, at which lafi difiricl: they flept. Evety wh(!re they
0
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were received with profufe hofpitality, and had nine pigs roafted ,to
entertain them at different places.
Moderate and pleafant weather, with a few fuowers of rain. Landed
.fundries, and received fome ballafr. 011r vifitors wer.e Iddeah and
my tayo Wyreede, with their hufbands; their: prefents amounted to
three · hggs and a large quantity of bread-fruit. Tte young king
came off in his Tongataboo canoe, and paddled feveral times round
the ihip. The captain gave him an uniform coat of handfome fcarlet,
and entreated him to put it on, which he in a fullen fit, with favage
obftinacy, refufed to do. · '
Durfog t~e night w_e had much rain, thunder, and lightning. _
25th. . The :firft part 6f this day moderate ·and fair weather. In
the afternoon the w,iin d ~ered to the weftward, and blew frefu) with
heavy rain for about. an hour_; then cleared up, and fell calm: and
thus it generally happens whe11 wefterly, from which quarter it feldom
blows hard or long. T,he wives· of the miilionaries dined and drank
tea on board. Thermometer 7 I f· 26th. Gentle breezes and pleafant weather. The captain and
miffionaries employed in dividing the goods. Received one boa:t-load
t>£ bailafr. The natives on board diverting thenrfelves by leaping off
the topf~il-yard into the :water. Thermometer 7 3°.
27th. Variable winds and pleafant weather. Received one boatload of :Cl:ones.
In the dufl.t of the evenililg, one of o'ur feamen, William. Tucker",
made his efcape from 'the'fuip. We had been app-rized of his inten-ti6n to fray on the ifland, khew that moft of his clotheSJWere on fhore,
-and had thoughts of fecuring h"im when we were about to depart,
not thinking he would go till near the lafi day. Whep we found
him gone, the boat was inftantly manned, to purfue and fearch for him.
I and the third mate went on this fervice : we landed at Point V €nus,
-informed the miilionaries, and the old chief Pyteah, of what had
happened, and employed them alfo i-trthe fearch, which prov~d in
·.:vain; for after examining e / ~ f e in the difiricl: we wern obliged
0
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to return as \Ve went. ·The · two Swedes (Peter and Andrew) had
been abfent all the evening, which gave us reafon to fuppofe them

concerned in the affair ; for juft as "\-Ve returned to the miffionary
_ houfe, they came in quite wet, faying that they had been a-fifhing,
an employment we knew they never went upon at nights ; befides,
their very looks condemned them. · All that we could further do
in this bufinefs was, to go to the huts of Otoo and Iddeah, and defire
them to fend men in purfuit of Tucker, which they promifed to do.
And to crown the difagreeablenefs · of this day, juft before we fet
off' with the boat, the ram which we brought from England came
into the h"011fe, and died:; fop.pofed to have received fome injury from
the natives, as he was a little mifc.hiev0us among them. _, However, .
there are ftill good hopes of a breed, as one .o f the ewes had a :fine
ram, which was now grown up.
2.8th. Pleafant weather. This morning, when Andrew the Swede
-came on board, he ·was i_mmediately put in confinement ·; it appearing
evident that he had enticed Tucker frem the :!hip. and was endeavouring to form a party which ·might prove danger,ous to the miffionaries: therefore the captain refolved on taking him off the ifland.
Peter came on board - alfo, antl tu.raing king's evidence, informed
us that a native named Matemoo had concealed Tucker in a thicket
of Matavai.
Iddeah was on board at the time, to whom we applied for help,
which ihe promifing, landed, and fent off a band of Otoo's men to
fearch _the thicket, affifted by a number of the mi:ffionaries, with
myfelf and the gunner ; but all in vain : he was not to be found this
day. . We heard that he had taken the road to Oparre, and intended
for Attahooroo ; and in confequen~e-- of this information, Smith,
Main, a11d Clode armed themfelves, -and fet off in purfuit of him; as
the captain intended at all events to have him, that mifchief to the
·brethren -m ight -be prevented, and likewife defertions be thereby difcouraged. Thermometer 72.0 •
2.9th. Moderate breezes eafterly, and pleafant weather. The
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captain and the four brethren employed dividing the goqds, &c. No
further account of Tucker. At noon the three mi:ffionaries returned
from a fruitlefs purfuit, much fatigued. Many of our friends the
natives on board to-day. Thermometer 7 3°;
30th. Pleafant weather. Mr. Jefferfon and Lewis chaplains for
the day.
About ten at night a native paddled off, calling out as he approached
the :fhip, " All's well." His bufinefs, it feemed, was to communicate fomething concerning Tucker;· but he was fo .ftupified with_ava,
tlJ_at he could not articulate a word. The coming of another canoe
explained the matter. · In this laft were three of the mi:ffionaries, Iddeah, two of Otoo's fervant§, and Tucker, bound, who curfed Otoo
heartily for his treachery. It appears that Otoo had- been- privy to
the whole af!air, and had himfelf daily fed Tucker. ~ut the ·captain having. dropt -an expre:ffion, in Iddeah 's hearing, that if the
fugitive was not found he would take Otoo on board; it fo terrified
him, that he fent a man to inform Tucker that he :wanted him, and
contrived to have fome of the mi:ffionaries in ambuih near the beach
.
'
who feized him as he came along, and put him_into the canoe·, but
not without a ·great ftruggle, and many curfes. When 'we had bo-ot
him on board, he was put in confinement, till we :fhould leave the
·i:fland. As for Iddeah, ihe was. at this t~me trembl_ing; and being
afked the reafon of it, :!he faid, it wa_s for fear Andrew :fhould be
let loofe, for ·he was a bloody-minded .man, · and would wreak his
vengeance on her, and the other natives to vyhom the captain had
:!hewn· favour; and that he thought very little of running hi{Rnife
into them.
31ft: Fine pleafarit: weather. Mann~ Manne, ~ho was fo attentive and friendly ~m our firft vifit, did n~t till -this morning fend his
refpeers and a prefent to his tayo the captain, and ·that himfelf would
be with us in a day or two. Iddeah and feveral others cam~ with
the urual prefents of hogs, fruit, &c,
.
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" axes, Imi~s, fciffars, 017· cloth.,, The cafo- is,. thcMi what.ev:en -he
i:eceives he immediately d:iil:rihutes,am,;mg his friends and deperula.11.ts;,
fo that 0£ all the rnunerous prefeots he had i:ec.eiveclr, ht had·IilOthing
now, to. iliew., exceptr a glazed hat; a pai:r of br~eche_s, and, an oldi
black coat, . which he had fringed: w.ci.th. re-c( feathe1isr. Amd' this pro.:
di.gal behav·ioN.Y he1excufes, hr fay:in-g.t:ha~,. wer.e, lire n@t to doi f©,, he_
flli.:©:tJt,foh rre.vccr !be a king,, mDr'. even remai<t:t a ,c.b.ief1of: any: confeq.uemce,..
Umnooredl th;e•flil.ip, aim.ch got all thiro:g.s. cl-far anck:in: readin<tf,s· foe
failing on the fo~lowing day. Mrs. lfemnyl,., Hodges,. anc!· ·Hafftl19
wi~h fev~ral:, 0£ th~ ~ili0~amies., ca.I]il.e oflr;to talfei ~ o£ ~ captiafo,
o:ffi(eef.S, alild:. cre\W. Mlli'. €lod0, . uimifettle.d in, hi& mmirdvi wifln.edr t~
go to the Friendly Illands ~ and, as the brethren left him at liberty to
go or ftay, determining to go,. fome unwrought iron and other articles
were taken on b0c1,rd again for his ufe ; but in the evening he changed
his mind again, and refolved to _ftay.
4th. Light airs of wind., At eight A. M. we weighed anchor,
and ftood out of Matavai bay ; the wind variable and baffling. Great
numbers of natives crowded on board, to take leave of their refpecl:ive
friends, and fee what they would further beftow; for they poffefs
generofity and felfifhnefs-in an almoft equal degree. Some at parting
with their tayos at one end-of the iliip w:ept bitterly, but by only
walking the length of the deck th~y became as cheerful as ever ; and
when taxed with diffimulation, they laughing obferved, that it was
·the parow or cufrom of Otaheite to weep and cut themfelves on fuch
occafions, but the lat~r they omitted becaufe we had told them it
was bad. But as all their paffions or fi_ts are extremely fhoff-lived,
efpecially that of grief, their prefent behaviour was only confifrent
with their general characl:er and difp?!ition.
·
After hoifting the pinnace in we ftood off and on, waiting the
packets of letters, which were brought off at noon by C~ver, Henry,
and feveral others who had not taken leave. After fuch converfation
as the occafion fuggefted~ we took an affectionate farewell, and parted,
perhaps never to·_behold each other-again in this life.
1
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It was the purpofe of the miffionaries, as foon as the ihip failed, to
cha~g~ th~ir abode to a more eligible fpot, and to furround their premifes with a :!hong wall, fufficient to protect them from any danger,
though, while they are µnited, none is to be apprehended, - as they
have fufficient force to defend themfelves againfi the whole ifland~
As foon as this is done, they purpofe building a veffel of one hundred
or one hundred and fifty tons, capable of vi:Gting all the iflands
around them; for which they have materials of every kind, plenty
of timber, and able workmen.
We hope they will have widely diffufed the glad tidings of falvation, with which they are fent, by the time we may again·_vi:fit them.

,

CHAPTER XV.
Return

io 'Iongataboo.-Occurrences during our. Abfe~ce.

a AV

l NG paffed at a confiderable difiance fouthward 0f the
Society Hies on our former voyage, we now ihaped a direct courfe
for them; and by ~oon on the 5th ~f A,ugufi w~5e ,b_u t a little way off
Huaheine; its extremities bearing from N. E. by N. ·to N. W. As
we rounded the fouth.end a few canoes came off, in pne of which
:was a chief, with the ufual peace-offering, viz. a young pig and• a
green branch. They came on ,board without ,he:Gtation, and talked
with nearly the fame freedom as the Otaheiteans. A few hatchets,
knives, and looking-glaffes were difiributed among them; after
which, feeing that we difr~garded their entreaties to anchor, they
went into t_heir canoe and_paddled away.
.
When to leeward of the iiland, .more canoes came alongfide : in one
of them was Connor, the Iri!hman, one of the Matilda's crew .. To
our ail:oniihment, he had forgotten his native tongue, being able to
recollect only a few \Vords: and if he began a fentence in Engliih, he·
was obliged to finifh it in the language of the i!lands. Both he and
the natives begged hard for us to enter Owharre harbour; but finding that we were determined to make no il:ay, he a!ked the captain
if he would- take him home ; · whith was readily agreed to, as we
had rea~on, from the conduct of his ihipmates at Otaheite, to fuppofe_that fuch a_s he would prove a hindrance to the million. He
then begged the captain to give him time to take leave of his wife
and child; wl;iich was alfo promifed -him : for that purpofe, we
_hauled our wind towai·ds the entrance of Owharre harbour; and when ·
!)ff there, Dr. Gillham and I went on fhore with him in the canoe·,
G G 2
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)ay·becalmed, they -hung aboqt the !hip mofi of the day; and when
leaving us, promifed· to return on the. morrow.
7th. In t4e evening the wind c·ame from the wefiward, .and
:fl:retching on the larboard tack, we faw the fmall ifland of Toubai ;
which at midnight bore W. N.W. and Mouroa W. by S.; and in
the ~ourfe of the forenqon we pa:!Ted between the two, -and north of
the latter, the wind at the time from S. W. by S. fq ually, with
thick weather an,d confiant rain; which continuing, we hauled the
forefail up,' anq run under an eafy fail for.. the· hight; and next
morning at da:ylight faw Howe:'s iiland off the deck, bearing S. by W.
Stll. Obferved at noon in latitude I 6° 45 1 s.; at the fame time faw
the land bearing north, and fuppo,fed it to be the Scilly iilands, difcovered by Wallis. We now fhaped a courfe for Palmerfion's iilands,
where we had fame bufinefs to do; and on the morning of the
I 2th came in fight of them.
Hoifiing the pinnace out, we landed
at the fame iilet which we had formerly been· upon, but by a better
pa:!Tage than before. This .lies a little ·more to.the northward. · On
this day we .finifhed what we intended·; got about fix hundred cocoanuts for the !hip's ufe, and planted ( wl1ich was our main bufinefs)
. thirty-:four bread-fruit trees, eighteen plantain and feveral evee applethe ifland : and if they
trees, of which there were none before
flourifh, as there is fcarce a doubt but they will, the benefit of them
may be found by fome poor cafi-away iiland~rs, or needy navigator ..
At this time the tropic-birds were fitting on t~1eir· eggs, and fo very
tame, that, had we pleafed, we might have caught many hundreds of
t~m.
·
18th. Hazy weather prevented 'Our feeing Savage iilanq.. On the I 7th we came in fight of Eqoa, and next day moored !hip in the
harbour of Tongataboo in ~ine fathoms and a half, on a bottom of
fine black fand, Makkahah iiland bearing N. N. E. ½ E. and Attataa
N.W. ½W.
Before we had anchored, George Veefon, one of the miffionaries,
came off, and informed us that the brethren were all well, Ifaac
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Nobs excepted; and that, for reafons judged moil: prudent, they had
feparated into fmall parties, and were now with different chiefs.
Bowell and Harper were together with a chief named Vaarjee, who
refides at a place called Ardeo, Veefon with Mulicemar, a chief of
the difirict of Ahoge, thirty miles from Aheefo, and Cooper with
Mooree at Ahoge : the re.fr are frill at ·Aheefo. But before I notice
our proceedings m the !hip, it may be neceffary to infert a few extracts
from the journal of the _miffionaries, written fince our departure.

I/

April I 5th. y,le were vifited by Toogahowe, and many others ;
we informed t,hem of our want of more land and timber, which he
infia1:1tly faid we fhould have; he would fend a perfon to !hew it us,
and when ready it fhould be brought home for us . .·we were difappointed in not beiog able to · vifit the fhip once more, ·and fend
letters to our breth/en at Otaheite.
, Sunday I 6th. About feven o'clock we· had a prayer meeting,
when brother Kelfo and Shelly engaged . . As we had fitted up orie
of our cuckoo clocks, the~ firiking of i_t excited great furprife and
attention among· the natives, who confidered it as a fpir_it, on which
account they w:ould not touch it, and fuppofed, if they fiole any ·
thing, the l;>ird fpirit. would detect them, which was not without its
· ufe . .In the forenoon brother Buchanan preached from Jer. xxxii. 27.
Several o? the natives were prefent, and behaved very quietly: in the
afternoon brother Kelfo, from 2 The:!T. iii. I . John Connelly ( the Irifhman) paid ~s a vi:fit, accompanied by a brother of FeenoU:-Towago,
a chief who lay· fick at Noogollifva; who having heard that Ambler
had a day or two ago emptied a cocoa-nut into a Japan pint pot, iri
~rd~r tp drink the milk, fent his brother about fixteen miles to beg fuch
<1; cine of us; for without _it, he was afraid he fhould not get well
again. This requefi we infiantly complied with, _and made a pro-
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mife to vifit him as foon as poffible'. Futta.faihe fent a meffage by
Connelly, entreating. us to vifit -him ·at Mooa; but this we, could not
comply with till we knew more of the languag~. Several of us
went out to look for the fhip., but faw Rothi,!}g 0£ her. Our.- patron,
Toogahowe, made us a pre{ent to-day of three pieces of land; t:wo
_uncultivated of about"al11. acre each, and one about the fame. fize well
ftocked with yams and ·banana-trees. : thefo, with the endofi:1rew here. our houfe ftands., make about five acres; Jim the eyening-·he,
fent us three baked hogs, a large quantity of yams, anq a bundle of
cloth.
17th. Two of the brethren went to look for the fhip, but without
fuccefs. We fent Toogahowe a prefent of earthen-ware, two gimlets,
and-a few nails. Soon after he fent a meffenger, requefting- u~ to go
and fing to him before he-fet off fur -NoogoHifva ; but as he-was at
this tir,r,rn• fur-r0unded by fome hund:reds who were· drinking, theirmor-ning kav-a, .we_deel-ined· going; and-returned_anfwer, that :finging
wa-&-a- part, 0£,our worffi-i-p, and we did not make a practice of-dbing_
it at other times; which anfwer fatis:fi'ed:· him. He made-inquiries·
GOnGemiBg· ou-r- doc~; but faid-, he would· not·haye·foeh a1.fpirit-·in
his houfe~ Br-other Harper made him a prefent of'three ill.awl's; and'
foon after he font- us a hog' and fome yams; Some of our number were
employed✓ im- ftubbing_ up-old bread-fruit tFees, and othcuwife preparing
our home enclofure for garden-feeds : the fecretary, Bowell·, writi'ng
a vocabulary of the language. In the· afternoon-the mother.:.in...law
of Ambler, wjth her two daughters, came to fee us; her hufband is
commander··in chief of t-he :fleet of J:'oogahowe, and·the moft fkilful·
failor on th.e iflafld. She informed us, that if we·fent to her whenin want-of. provi-fions, ihe wol:11.d readily; fupply us. Glory· to God,
· we are not- -likely to know·any want; he gives us enough and to·
fpare.
· 18th. After family-worfhi~we refumed our different-employments.
Several-fort-s of feeds were fown; and more -land-prepared. A chief; ·
named Cofawer, brought us a hog and fome y~ms,. _an~ kindly in-
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form.eo .us, that whenev~r .any of us went near his refidence, we
thould be welcome t0 what his plantation afforded. ' To-.day Ambler
left us to pay a vi:fit to Moomooe, being firfr equipped by us with
.a fuit of-clothes. • C.oaoa-muts, br.ead-fr.uit, &c. brought us by (everal
f.e.ople during- the day.
·
·
·
19th. B. Ambler returned again this morning, and informed us,
that the old king Moomooe expreffed fome farprife that none of us
.had .tvifited him £nee Gur landiag, . nor f.ent .!him a prefent. . A fervant
from -F.eenou Tow.ago >aGcomp,aniecd. Ambler; his mall:er had fen.t him
t.o· beg · a :(ork~ a :plate, .an .oirl iamp, alil.d J0me red water ( port wine).
Some of them, it appears, bad fpr.eaa.abiroad, .that t~e P.appa Langa
Tongat<l!s (-w1rieb. -is the ·aame we .g-0 1br~ ha'cil in. their po:ffeffion fome
ful.all itfaiag.s ,that gtaviebetit~r,i.ight it.ha.a the nuts ftuok onit:hefplinter,s
:0f the ..cocoa-nut, which .they ufed; and .this ·had. ·induced 'fowago
to f~d £oc .one.
·
in the time of relaxatioR from it:he 0.ufinefs .of the ·garden we met,
and c.onfi_dei-.ed ihe ·pr0p~iety of :fame .of our body goin: to vifit
Moomooe and Futtafaihe; when it was refolved .tl;iat brot'he,;:1s Kelfo
~d ,Bndaami.a\l lilioud.d on ·Monclay neKt aooompany Ambler, and
carry to i.e adi, a pr.ment.
. . . . .
.
'2.oth. Earlr this mornililgj.dhn .Connelly ·took 1hi~ leal\Te to -retµ-m .
t@ Futtaf..am.e, wit1n whom ne· reGdes:; ·witn'him.4v~n.t -tJhefew-ant .(l)f
mowago w.ith -the -fpecified ,prefents -f.0-r' 1hfo ma~er." Our friend
Mrtrle .came, and ·r.equefted ,one .of _:.l!tS ,to fh~ve ;rum-; ,w hich done,
he fet o£f £or Eooa, of which iflandl he is the fupreme chief.
. Our dock' excirt:es wondrous attent.ion. Every ,tool w.e make 1,1fe :Of
attracts the notice of the fpe&at0rs, wi'tli which ,we •ar-e commonly
furrounded. Many of them wm mutter out bitter regret and r,e..
fl.ections on their ,own country; becaufe fo ignorant of the ingenious.
arts with which we are acquainted. A poor object, with ulcers
round her wri-ft.s of fong ,fhndi.ng, applied ..tlo ius ; and in about tw0
months w.e happily wei:e able to .cure her.
.
H ·H
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Defiriog to prepare a forge, we endeavoured to forin moulds for
brick: ~nd to procure lime, we attempt!!d . to bu·r n ':!hells, which
abound; but
foimd no convenient JiilOde: we were able·' however , to
.
.obtain fom~ from the nat_ives.·> who ufe it to change the colour of
their hair, and dive for the fione in deep water, ~hich they afterwards
burn. We ihall no, doubt, "in: tim~, be furniihed with thef.e "things.
·
fufficient to fopply our wants.
21ft. We were vifited to-day by _feveral, ';Vho brought fmaH pre~
fents of fruit, &c. Leboolo, a_petty chief,. came in the afternoon .•
This man is accounted the fir.fl:. fpearman in .the country, on which
account Toogahow~ has made him his chief warrior.
~2d. In the co.urfe of thi~ we~k we have. dug and pfanted· ab~ut a,
:fixth part of our home plantation;. feveral old trees. have been taken
up, and an enclofure made for: our h<;>gs. · Every empl~yment we
engage in excites the attention of the na~ives, who are frequently fo
troublefome-, tha-t we are neceffitafed to clr.ive them away. Found the
mufquitoes. very_ unpleafarit; Jonie con~ned with fore feet, attended'.
with grea,t itching. .
·
.
, , ·
.
Su:µday 23d. As ufoal we had a prayer · meeting this· morning~
About eight o'clock John Connelly paid tis a vifit, bringing a_fine
hog and fome yam~ fro~ Futtafaihe, who had alfo commiffioned:
him to make us an offer of any i:flet we fhould chogfe among thofe
w:hich lie fcatt~red about Tongataboo, as.fev.eral of them' are his. Fiili
are in great plenty.at thefe iflets,. and <luting _the hungry feafon will
be pecul~arly ufeful to us. · At half ·paft ten brother Buchana~ difcourfed ,from _JoQ.U, ~--:-. before he concluded, an old chief, named.
~ttar, came with fome kava and a. bun.ch of l:rananas; he and
his attendants fat q':1ietly. till the fer~i~e -~as over;- afier wliich, being
told the day was facred, he apologiped for difrurbing· us, . and took
leave_. In the afternoon brother Kelfo preached -from Luke, xxii.
An inftance of a religious nature occurred to-day-the admiral of
the fleet fet fail for Feej_ee in a large double canoe to· fetch a .fpirit ( an
,
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itlol), as they term it, · to cure old Moomooe, ~ho lies at the point
of .death ; and long before the canoe returns, which cannot be' in' lefs
than two months, he mufi be·departed, and pail: the fpirit's· charm.
Oh ·may the time be hafiened when they ilia.II turn from thefe vanities ,
to ferve the living God i
.- 1 • .
,. •
2-4th. _Early this ·morning brothers 1<.elfo and Buchanan went _
with John Connelly to pay a vifit to Futtafaihe and Moomooe at_
NoogolliJva. ·The weather proving very warm, - little_ work. ·was
do_?e withou't doors. · A fifier of Feenou Towagq, mil:_ned ·Onoadaier~•
came to fee- us, ... and in the_; afternoon ihe fent ms forrie hoti. ': Ijoti is
a tli'fl:i'.',very much · ,fo·~ requefr ·among the c'hiefs, r ahd:is: m.ade in the
following rrianhef ~ they 'fir.ft I pour cocoa-i:mt iµilkf irito a wooden,
bowl, 'then fcrape out the kernel with a: :Qi.ell; gee root is brui'fed into·
efs
the ·m.i1k; ·ancl rertiai1.1s till the -la:tter has rirn.bibed -a del,icfo.us· f;~
from .it; the root is then taken di.rt of the rriilk~ and the kernel' .mixed
up with it, which we ·found a very rich ·mefs. Harper · vifited
Mqomooe's fiatooka, about half ·a mile from the miffionary houfe· at
Bim.g hye, · a beautiful folitary place furrounded by toa and other trees,
en which ·hung vaft multitudes of bats as big as ·crows, called _by
the natives beaker. ' Here he faw· two houfes; · in one there was a
quantity of fpears and vvarlike implements, facred· to die ·odooa, or
fpiiit; in the other an· image of a goddefs, called· Fyega; to whom
th·ey'pray for a favourable frafon for 'making cloth.· .-· .,i
25th. Ortoadaier paid us another viGtr this moining~ and made
us a mefs of hot'i; whi'c h being done in our own houfe, gave us an
opportunity of noticing the great cleanlinefs which they obferve in
~heir cookery. In the · afternoon we were viGted -by a young chief
from Leefooka, called by Captain ~oak, Leefooga; it is _one of the
Hapae, or Ha:rby iflands. His name is_ Foonogge, and he is one of the
finefi made men we have yet feen. A's,_Arribler has · bee"n freqµently
with him, he has • learnt feveral Engliih . words; which· the ·young
~an f peaks ..very pl~in. He indeed 'difcovered. a furprifing facility
to learn any word ~r letter ,-vhich we fpoke, or pointed out to him.
HH:Z

'PIRST MISSfONARY VOYAGE

236

[179_7.

26th. During the night we had copious fhowers of rain, and the
wind blew frefh. Aoout eight o'clock a chief brought us~ pig and
twenty fine yams; in return for which we gave him a few articles
of earthen-Ware. A !hort time after we received a :fimilar prefent.
About ten o'clock brnthers Buchanan and Kelfo returned from,
Noogollifva, bringing with them fugar..,cane, dre:lfed fifh, pork, and

yams:.

.

The following is a brief narration of their excudion: '' At half paft
fix 'w e took our departure fr0m Goloobaloo, and after wading about
three quarters of a mile upon the beach got into a canoe, in which
were three of Futtafaihe's fervants to convey us to N~ogollifva:
wind and tide being againft us, we landed ~bout five miles from our
journey's end, and walking about an hour we came. to the i:efidence
of Feehou Toogahowe, who, furrounded by a circle o{ attendants,
was taking ,h is morning's kava. , When ·we had gone through the:
1:1fual ~fa:hr~ations, .incli made him a prefent; weproceeded to fee hiSi
father, and found him removed to a new habitatioh, which :was. not.
quite fini!hed ; but·_ twelve . or fourteen men bemg: at work upon ,it-,._
they completed it ·.fo?ri after our arrival. Poor Moomc>oe feemed,
dangeroufly ill, and was furrounded by feveral of his wives, the
olddl: of whom · is devoted to be ftrangled at his death. He feemed
very well pleafed with the prefent we !Uade him ; a piece of foap.
was a part of it, which when he faw, he expreffed a w~fh to be
!haved, and was much gratified when it was done. Soon after this
W€ were forniihed with a. mefs of fiih, yams, &c.
About ten o'clock vye went to Futtafaihe, whom we found giving
0rders to get a large double canoe into a boat-houfe, fituated about
twenty. yards from high-water mark! - H; received us with great
affability and_good-nature, bidding us welcome, and apologized for
the rheannefs of the habitation, alfo for the fmalh1efs of the prefen~s
he liad ·-fent us; the reafon.of which, he faid, was our living at fo
gre;:tt a difrance from him. He r~ceived the prefent we made him
with mut;:h good-h11~our, and without the avidity" fo reII?-arkable. in

AP,R:IL.]

TO THE SOUTH-SEA ISLANDS.

many others. · When .we . had partaken of the refrefhment·s he had
provided! he took u-s to the beach, and ihewed us feveral ifiands, any
of which, he·faid, were at our fervice; but he advifed againft going
to examine them this afternoon, on account of the roughnefs of the
weather. : Therefore, having a little time on our hands, we vifited
. feveral other chiefs ; and being at laft font for by Toogahowe, we
immediately waited upon him ·in company with Connelly, and found
upo,n our arrival, that Moomooe had fent us a large baked hog and
fome yams. The hog was infrantly cut up with a fplinter of barn:
boo, and, together with the yams, divided among the chiefs who
were prefent; and when we had fpent a proper time here we returned
again to Futtafaihe, who had got fowl ready dreffe~ for us: an~
thus it was wherever ;Ne went, plentiful provifion was made. When
we had fopped we retired to ~eft, but were rather difturbed by fome:
old women, who were employed the whole night in beating the legs
of Futtafaihe. Next morning we rofe before daylight; intending to _
vi:fit the iflands and make choice of one of them; but were detained for fome time by a mifunderftanding of Futtafaihe's orders.
However,. .as the chief had been fent for to pay his laft vi fit to
'Moomooe, fuppofed to be dying, by Con_nelly's exertions we embarked in t\VO canoes, with three natives in each to paddle us. After
fome time we landed at a place called Hollifva, where we were
fuewn a well, which they informed us was dug by Captain Cook:
it is the largeft and deepeft we have feen in the country, but the water
is bad, and the land contiguous to it much encumbered with underwood. Thence croffing a creek; we came to an ifiand. called
N oogorioogo : here we breakfaft~d upon fifh and bak~d plantains at
the firft houfe we came to; after which we made a tour round the
ifiand, and found it, like that at H ollifva, abounding with under,..
wood; but it had.a few plantations in good order, which feemed to
have coft the natives much labour, on which accom:it we refufed to
accept of it.
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We· therefore emb~rked again, and croffed to another, called Mak_ka~a,h': this we found well frored with cocoa-nuts, plantains, breadfrmt, and fugar-cane, alfo good freih water. Upon the beach we
fourid a curious c0ral rock, much refembling the frump of an old
tree, about :five feet high and ·four thick; it was full of holes, in
which were a great number of water-fnakes. The_ natives forbad
us to hur-t them, and would fcarce ruffer them to be touched, faying
they were agees; which led us to fuppofe they were facred animals.
Thefe foakes were.ab.Qut thirty inches .long: the body, from head to tail,
is • in ,circles of black and white alternately, each about half an inch
brnad ; along the top of the back is a be,autiful ultramarine blue.
Though not ven?mous, the natives reprefent them as dangerous, and
~ay t_hey will kill a man by t~i.fiing rqund his neck and biting a hole
m his throat, . We ne~t exammed another fmall iiland,_called Faffaa,
w_btre wa6 plenty _of bread-fruit, but little of aµy thing elfe; therefore, on 0ur retur11, we made ch?ice of Makkahah, and the few na...
tiyes,. about thirty in number, became ,o ur tenants; .f;om ·whom we
~ould afte{wards draw · whatever · we · w-aI?,ted of the prod-:1ce, ~r demand -their. _fifh, _if °':"e chofe it; or impr<?ve the iilalJd, . by making
:what alterations m lt we pleafed. We found ·Futtafaihe frill with
:Mo~mooe ; he exprdfed his approbation of om: choice ·i n a very
obliging manner, and informed us farther, that he had fet three men to
fit cqrdage to a :fingle failing canoe; which he intended for our ufe.
Moo,ro.6oe was now incapable of turning himfelf, ·and appeared to be
ha.fiening faft to diifolution; neverthelefs he defired us to fend him
~uckoo clock, and a few of our ~umber to fing ·pralms for
him.· We were greatly ~ocked ·with the bcha~iour of T6ogahow~.
who two days ago Jiad caufed a y_s>ung man (his own younge~
brother) to be .firangled, that his father migp.t recover. The victim
he · had buried within a few yards of the houfe where we were, and
he now came to mourn over him, which he did by fitting upon the
grave with his elbows upon his knees, and covering his face with
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his. hands remained a long time in :filence, and then departed very
thougbtful. After fupper Futtafaihe went to fit up with Moomooe,
and we retired to refl:; and early next morning embarking in a canoe,
got home about nine o'clock."
. 27th. It had . rained hard during the night, which prevented us
from working in the day. A prefent of a turtle and fome yams came
from Noogollifva in Moomooe's name: this is efteemed a valuable
prefent -in this country. Several of our garden-feeds have now made
their appearance, and look exceedingly well; but the rats and mice are
very deftiuchve ; our crops of peas have fallen·a prey to their ravages,
and we are afra!d the beans will !hare the fame fate; except we find
fome means to deftroy or drive away ·thefe vermin.: A blind chief
vi:fited us to-day.
28th. Weather .fiilI wet.. Great_ numbers-··of people are dailjc
coming into our neighbourhood, bringing cloth, hogs, .yams, &c;.
to be dif12ofed of _at the -funeral of Moomooe, whofe death· is. hourly.
expected. Temporary huts are confl:ructing in every convenient
place near to Bunghye~. which was the ufual. refidence of the king
(Moomcfoe), and · where his :fiat~ka- is, which · .fiands about half il·
mile from. OUii_ houfe. A young woman arrived a:t our houfe 'this·
morning,. and gave an affecting,_account of· th~ fate pf one of
Moomooe's fons: The youth, it ·feems, li.V~d at .fome diftance .fi:,om;
Noogoll_ifva, ,vhere the father lies fick, and by order-6f whom.:h~ :;v-asfent for, under pretence of· having his little fingers cut off, a cuftom,
c:ommon here, and done with a. view to appeafe the anger of the .Odooa, that the :fick perfon may· recover, but, in facl, that he m-igh~
be frrangled. Upon the arrival of Colelallo- he was faluted in a..
11:ordial' manner by his e1der brother Toogahowe, and. foon -after went
ta fee his father, whofe attendants feized. llpon him-with- a. view to .
ftrarrgle him in.fiantly, when he, gueffing theirr intention, faid~ if ·
they would ufe gcnt~er means he would. fubmit. to ,his-father's will;:
but they continuing their violence, he by a great exertion beat them .
@fL · Thre.e feeI~e men were then ·called,· and thefe being joined by a.
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fifter of the unfortunate ,Colelallo, they atcomplifue.d his death.
Afas how ,dreadfo[ the darknefs rthat .envelopes the minds of thofe
poo/ heathens J The prince of darknefs has impre!fed the idea on
them, that the ftrength of the perfon ftrangled will be transfer:ed
into the fick, and recover him. Oh, when !hall the happy period
come when they ihaU fay, What have we to do any more with idols?
29th. Foonogge patd ~ts a vifit this morning, and after him came
our friend Mytyle, who informed us that Moomooe had departed
this life about four o'clock this morning. The people who paffed
from Noogollifva, with. their faces bruifed, and blood running do~n
their cheeks, were numerous : inftead of cloth they woie mattmg
round them, and a twig of the .chefnut-tree about tl11eir ne.cks; this.,
it feems, is their mourning drefs. About one o'clock Toogahowe
arrived; and foon after Ambler, .aooompanied by brother Bowell, ,v.ent
to fee him. He was -fitting in a frnall 111eat liioufe, givwg orders t©
fever-al cliliefs who fat ar.ound rum, .concemiing the procu!ing t'he yaft
fopplies ,of hogs, &c. tihat will Jbe confomed at~ funeral. About
three o'do.e k the bocly 0f t~e deoeafea ki.mg was <:ar1U.ed.paft our ho.u{e;
at a (mall d,iftan.ce from the beach;; it was aaiol on. a k:imid of bier maae
of the boogil-s of tr-ees, and .fupportecl. by ~hout_twenty z_nen: feverad.
-relatives of the deceafeel pr.ecieded the.c0rpfe m .their mourrung dreffes., as
above .• f~me of th.em had.cut their heads.with iiliark'-s .teeth, _and .the
·h!J00(i ~a6 l'um1:in-g in il:.rea.ms down their faces. Behi:ind ~e corpfe
was a tnwltitaeie <Of people of 1both fexes. A femaJ.e chief called
Fefene Duat-0nga, who is wery corpulent, was carried on a kind of
frame ,made of two long ·bamboos, between which fue fat .on a piece
pf , matting, and was borne by four men. Near her Fatrt:afaihe
-walked~ and ne:x;t rhem two women, wlio were dev0ted to be
1han_gkd at ,t•lie funeral..: 0ne wa-s weeping, but the other appeared
:little',c~ncerned-s -t hey both were wives of the deceafed. S0rne of us
,followed -them .t0 the fiatooka, near which they depofited the body
for the prefent, in a houfe carried thither ~or the purp~fe, .and which
:was _huo.g -r0und "".'ith black cloth. This fiatooka 1s :fituated on.a
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fpot of ground about ~our acres. A mount rifes with a gentle flope
about feven feet, and is about one hundred and twenty yards in cir~
cun:ifere_nce at the bafe ; upon the top ftands a houfe neatly made,
wluch 1s about thirty feet long, and half that in width. The roof
is thatched, and the iides and ends left open. In the middle of this
houfe is the grave, the iides, ends, and bottom of which are of coral
frone, with a cover of the fame : the floor of the houfe is of fmall
frones. The etoa and other trees grow round the .fiatooka.
To the left of the tomb, a nd without the enclofure, fat about four
hundred people: the major part of them were men, for whom yava
was brewing, Opp9fite to thefe were placed fiye large roafred hogs,
twenty ~afkets of roafted yams, and about one hundred pieces of mai
-( or _mah1e), the four pafte. A few paces from the proviiions fat feven
or e1ght men, who were tabooe~, and exempt from cutting themfelves.
One of thefe gave orders concerning the difpofal of the hogs, yams,
and yava; all that drank of the latter were mentioned by name, by a
perfon. appointed to that office by Fefene Duatonga, who now feemed
to ~ave th_e manageme?t of the funeral. They did not forget us;
but m dealmg out the liquor fent us each a part, which we gave to
the natives who (at by us. Perfons of both fexes feated themfelves in
diff: rent part~ of the ground, ~eating their faces dreadfully; and after.
havrng emptied two bowls of yava, difperfed.
30th. During ~he night great numbers of people were paffing and
repaffi~g. Preaching by brothers Buchanan and Kelfo. · M,any of
the nat1ves crowded round our gate, and a few were admitted. Preparations for the funeral were carried on with unremitting diligence
by the natives.
May I fl:. Three roaft~d hogs were fent us this morning, one
frorn Fefene Duatonga, one from Toogahowe, and the other frorn
.Feenou Lucalullo. In return we fent a pr:efent to Toogahowe only; it
· confifred of a _cooper's adze, an auger, a gouge, three, g imlets, a
~lane, tw~ chiifels, &c. Several fir.angers came to gratify their cunofity dunng the day, gr.eat numbers of whom ftood without the
I I
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fence, ·noticing all our actions. Futtafaihe paid us a vifit this morning
for the firft time fince we h~ve been on fhore; . one of the brethren
fhaved him, and whiHl he was doing it the natives were afraid any of
the hair fhould fall to the ground, in which cafe not one of them
would dare to eat under .the .roof again; however, no accident of that
kind happened. Great preparations are making at_Bunghye for the
funeral; people flocking from all quarters with hogs, fruit, cloth,
fpears, and clubs.
··
2d. The crowd in our neighbourhood is prodigious, and alarming
to llS; and we are informed they are likely to make a fray of two or
three months, in which time He alone who reigns on high knows
what excdfes they may run into towards us.
As the funeral was to take place to-day, brother Botvell went with
Ambler to Bunghye to fee th~ ceremony, and found about four thoufand perfons fitting round the place where the fiatooka fiands. A few
minutes after our arrival we heard a great fhouting and blo'Ying. of
conch-lliells at a fmall diftance; foon after about an hundred men ap~
pear~d, armed with dubs and fpears, and rufhing into the area,
began to cut and mangle themfelves in a moft dreadful manner:
many ftruck their heads violently with their clubs; and the blows,
which might be heard thirty or forty yards off, they repeated till the
blood ran down in fireams. Others who had fpears, thruft them
through their thighs, arms, ~nd cheeks, all the while. calling on
the deceafed in a moft affecting. manner. A native of :Feejee, who
·had been ·a fervant of the deceafed, appeared quite frantic ; he entered
the ar~a· with fire in his ·hand, an_d having previoufly oiled his hair,
fet i~ on fire, and 1.7an about with it all on flame. When they had
fatisfied· themfelves with this manner of torment, they fat down, beat
their faces with th€ir fifts, and then' retired. A focond party went
through the fame cruelties,; and after them a third entered, fhouting
and blowing the !hells ; four of the foremoft held ftones which they
·ufed to knock out th€ir teeth~; thofe who blew the !hells cut their
heads with them.in a !hocking manner. A man that had ·a fpear run
+
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it through his arm juft above the elbow, and with it fticking faft ran ·
about the area for fome time. Another, who feemed to be a principal
chief, acted -as if quite bereft of his fenfes; he ran-to every corner of
the area,, and at each ftation beat his head with a club till the blood
flowed down his fhoulders. After this brother Bo~ell, !hocked, and
unable to bear the.fcene any longer, returned home. Futtafaihe alfo
came -to our dwelling, and frayed about two hours.. At two o'clock
in the afternoon four of us went to the ~atooka, where the natives of
both fexes were frill at the dreadful work of cutting and mangling
themfelves. We had not been long there before we heard at a
diftance, low but expreffive founds of the deepeft farrow and lamentation: this was a party of about one hundred and forty women
marching in fingle file, be~ring eaeh a bafk.et of fand; eighty men ·
followed in the fame manner, with each two baJkets of coral fand,
and fung, as they marched, words importing, , " This is a bleffing to
" the dead;>• and were ' anfwered in refponfes by the- women.
Another c0mpany of women brought a large quantity of cloth, and ·
anfwered in their turn to the above refponfes.· Thus thefe three bands
walked towards the tomb,· filling or covering that part of the mount
between the houfe and the place wh~re" the corpfe lay, and the g.rave, ·
with fine mats and cloth; after which, foven men blew conch-ihells,
whilft others fung in a doleful ft.rain expreffive of the mo.ft heart-felt
g;rief. The corpfe wa·s now conveyed to the grave upon a large bale
of black cloth, with which, and fine mats, they coveted it. The
bearers, as they went, walked ftooping. low, and carrying the bale in
their hands. Whilft thefe fervices were performing, · a co_mpany of
men and w.omen came into the are,2- 1 and _cut themfelves ~readfully.
After them another file of females, nineteen in number, brought
each a bag·of their roof!: valuable articles; and twenty-one more had
each a fine mat in their hands, all of w.M.ich· t:hey depofited in the
tomb, being, as they call it, a· pr.efont for the dead; aml immediately
after came a prefent from To0gahowe, confrft:ing .of thirty-five bales
of cloth, each bale Garried· by four. men .o11,a frame. ~fre~ the p-re~
I I 2
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fents another party of m::>urners entered the area, fixteen of whom had
recent! y cut their little fingers off: thefe were followed by an?ther
party with clubs and fpears, who beat themfelves as before defcnbed,
and disfigured their faces with cocoa-nut huiks fixed on the knuckles
of both hands. We noticed that thofe who had held offices, or were
related to the deceafed, were the moil: cruel to themfelves ; fomc of
whom thruft two, three, and even four fpears into their arms, and fo
danced round the area, and fome broke the ends of the f pears in their
flefh. The grave was covered with a . hewn ftone about eight ~eet
lonoo • four broad , and one thick: this ftone they had fufpended with
two large ropes, which went round two ftrong piles drove into the
ground at ~he end of the houfe, and thence led to the area, ·where
about two hundred men held by them; and whilft they lowered
it flowiy, women-and children wept aloud, or fung words importing,
" ,My father, my father! the heft of chiefs, &c." More clo~h was
then brought to be put into the tomb; and another party entered, and
abufed themfelves as before. After thefe paroxyfms of grief they fat
awhile in filence; and when they had pulled the rope clear off the
ftone which covered the grave, thofe on the mount gave a great fhout,
which was anfwered by a general tearing of the leaves from the necks.
of all prefent; after which they difperfed.
3d. Several ftrangers vi:fited us this morning, many of whom .
are chiefs of confiderable influence: from them we received a. few
fmall prefents. The dreadful work of cutting and mangling was
again renewed to-day with frefh vigour by the natives; but on reflection we did not think proper to go, and countenance by our prefence the cruel cuftoms of this poor deluded people. Except being
crowded by natives round our enclofure, nothing material occurred on
the two following days; but to prevent mifchief as much as in us
lay, we watched at nights, two at a time, though, thank God, we
have not as yet been molefted; and our friend Toogahowe has threatened with death any man that fhould be detected in robbing us.
4th. Ambler, who had received from us various articles of
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wearing apparel, and a box to fecure them, pretended to be robbed by
the natives, and contrived to have the empty box brought_back; but
we fufpecl:ed the cheat. He beat one of the women he lived with inhumanly, who ran away, and the friends of the other carried her off•
yet though this fellow was fo wicked, he rendered us confiderabl;
fervic_c by inftrucl:ing us in the language, as alfo did a young chief
named Fynogge. . ·
·
6th. Took a walk to Mooco, a fine elevated fpot near the beach,
with h oufes a_nd enclofures, belon·g ing to Feenou Towago, who lay
.fick. We ~aid with him about four hours . He made us a prefent of a
fine American dog , an animal of which tve ftood in need. We received alfo a prefent from a great chief of the Harby ii1ands.
On 0~1r ':ay we_obferved the country, and the manner of fe!lcing
and c;ult1vat111g the1r lands. It is in general leveJ, laid out 111 fields
or fmaller endofures, called abbeys, and fome frill lefs, which forround the houfes, called ladores. Their fences are reed, fet in a
trenc!"i, pfaited clofe, and faftened to ftakes on the infide, which
frrike root and grow: they contain banana-trees, or yams, fet in
rows three feet afunder, which were now ripe; between the rows the
yava root was cultivated, or the talloo, another efculent root; but
they left the uncultivated parts very foul, and overgr;wn with weeds ,
and grafs. Their mode _of working is to fquat down on their hams,
and hoe the ground with an inftrument of hard wood, about five feet
long, narro~, with ·fharp edges, and pointed; with, this alfo they
dig it up.
In the evening Benjamin Ambler made ufe of very improper language
to the brethren, and defired them to quit the abbey, and to fow no more
feeds. On this we applied to our friend and patron Toogahowe;
Mytyle, who has rendered us fo many kind offices, accompanied us.
!'oogahowe received us very cordially, faid he loved us and all our
brethren, and immediately gave us a pig and twenty fine yams; and
whe~ he had heard our complaint was very angry, and fent immediately
for Ambler,. who came, and ·nGtwithfi:anding his. endea...1
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.vour~ ~o palliate what _he had faid, he received a fevere reproof from
th~ chief, w ho told him that he had no right to our houfe, nor any
thmg about us, and defired he would let us alone in future.
·
7th. This forenoon Futtafaihe, accompanied by two of his
tuckongers (or counfellors), came, and il:aid about an hour with us
_ '
'
then took their leave.
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cruel mourning ceremony, but not fo much now as a few days a~·o •
Morgan, who had in the morning requefied i_ron tool_s of us, wh~ch
we did not think proper to give, took the liberty, m concert with
Ambler, to upbraid us, and to ufe fuch language as much hurt our
minds. Ambler well knew that our frock of tools was much re~uced,
yet he did not fcruple to fay, that, unlefs we complied wit_h his . requeft, he would, before te~ days elapfed, adopt means to fat1~fy ~:mf-elf • and with this threat walked off. May He who has faid,
Be
" n~t difmayed, I am thy God," protect u~ with his almighty
power from the machinations of thofe wicked men' !
.
roth. About five A. M . brother Kelfo being on watch difcove:ed
a rrian creepi~g,through the fenc;e ; he immediately ftruck the thief,
and repeated his blows till-the man ran off. Mytyle being acquainted
with it, was. very forry the felJow was not killed. A fifrer of
Toogahowe's, .named Feenou Allawallo, fent us a fine hog a~d
eight baikets of yams, and feveral ?f her family foll~':ed, _and ftaid
mofr of the afternoon, which was ramy. In the evenmg Toogahowe
came himfelf with a chief from Harby ; before he departed he received a coveriid from one of the brethren, with which he was highly

. About ten A. M. brother Buchanan preached from H eb. xii. 1.;
m the afternoon brother Kelfo from Cant. i. and afterwards adm!ni~ered the Lord's fupper. As few of the. natives were permitted
w1thm the enclofure, we were enabled to wait on the God of our falvation without diftraction.
·
.
8th. Our fri~nd Toogahowe, attended by a numerous retinue,.
brought us two pieces of cloth, and a fpade which we had given him
the week before; he now wanted it cut in pieces, to make fmall iron
tools ; this was done, and as the grindfrone had been fitted up, ,they
wer: alfo iharpened_ for him: having fome yava root by us, we gav_,e it
to him, fo that .while the ~0f4nefs of th~ fpade was going on, they regaled, t~_emfelves ov.er a b_owl, and.afterwards departed much pleafed.
Futtafa1he came to-day hkewife, aRd brought with him a fine turtle.
Mor~ than twenty large double canoes arrived from the Harby iflands,
carrying upv~ards of fifty perfons each ! in one of them was Morgan
Bryan, an Iniliman, the former fhipmate of Ambler and Connelly:.
he had heard of our arrival fo early as about the time the ihip failed.
~s fo?n as he landed h~ came and fraid fome time, but during our
mterview gave fuch fpecimens of depravity as excited a wifh for him
never more to -come under our roof. . ' A writing-book forgotten at
Feenou Toogahowe's his wife firfr denied, and,then produced ftripped
-0f mofr of the leaves.
9th. Several -ehiefs <:ame to fee us this moming, and brought tools
to b~ ,iliarpened. Morgan came again to foe us, and t0 our- grief we·
are likely to have much of his company. Provifions in abundance
~re_fii!l brou~ht_ to Bunghye from i ll parts of the country. Strangers
hkew1fe are v1fitmg the fiatooka of. M oom6oe, where they continue the

.'

-,

gratified.
.
.
rth.
·
John
Connelly
informs
us,
that
while
~he
chiefs
fat over
1
the yava bowl this morning, he overheard them laymg plans to embrace the firfr opportunity to deprive us of all our poifeffions, but t~at
they waited the return of the fhip, when they hoped we !hould receive
more articles·. The truth of this report we have no reafon to doubt,
as we know there is not a man on the ifland but would tell us upon
inquiry, that they are " matde monucka,'_' t~at is to fay, " dying
" in• love for our things." This informat10n gave us no fmall unea:finefs, and led us to inquire what freps wer~ proper to be .taken at
this critical juncture, and which w~s the path of duty• . We k:iew
not the way of proceeding they might take to effect their purpofe ;
but as · favages generally work themfelves up to fury on occafio~s of
enterprife, we had but little hope that they would regard our lives.
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After debating the fubject, we concluded the fafeft plan would be to
fep arat e, and , go_mg
· two together, put ourfelves under
' the protection
'
· of t_he greateft chiefs'. and place our property alfo under their care; by
which means we might fecure our perfons and at Iea11. .r.
b k
,
,
u, 1ave our
oo s; but that we might have one place whereat to meet and commun~ tog~ther, it was judged proper that four of our number fhould
remam w 1th Toogahowe . .
In the afterno?n brothers Bowell anci Veefon, accompanied by
~onnelly, went m queft of Toogahowe, who feemed to difcover
little ~oncern when he heard of our circu·mftances; but wifhed that
he_ might_ h~ve h~s ihare of the property, if we did feparate. On.
t~is we mv1ted him to our habitation, and opened ·every box to his
view, from every one of which he took fomething, by way of tithe,
and departed fatisfied .
'.Zth. The night paifed quietly, and but _few of the natives ca~11e
near our fence; ho~ever, the alarm of yefterday was by no means
~uelled. ~oogahowe wifhed for us all to remain with him, the motives for which w~ could eaftly fee through; it appearing evident that
he hoped to receive fo~ething confidernble on the return of the fhip.
But th~ more _we weighed the fubject, the more were we perfuaded
of the improp~iety of remaining together. We had witneifed a great
wafte of prov1fions at the recent ceremonies and which b th
. fl
f
·
'
' y
C
dai"}Y rn
ux .o .ftrangers, was ·likely
.
· to cont1-11ue ,• thi's we were certa:n w_ould be feverely felt in the fcarce feafon, which was fafl: approachmg. We had many articles in our poifeffion which w ld
00
. ff"A•
engage t h eir a e1..-L10n and friendfhip . Except we feparated we
l. k l
b h
. .
.
,
were
i e y t~ e t e pnnc1pal fufferers, it being much eafier for a chief
to provide for two or fou~ than for ten'; befides, we had hopes of
acqumng
the languao-e
with greater facili'ty • We there1ore
r
· d
.
b
waite
agam upon Toogahowe, and acquainted him with our refolution .
he feemed willing we :lhould do as we pleafed; but only feemed f< •
~or we knew he was inwardly vexed about it. A chief named Mt~~
hcemar was fpoken to, who agreed to take any two of our number~
I
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We next addreifed Feenou Allawallo; fhe is accounted the greatefr
chief of her family, is the fifter of Toogahowe and-mother of Feenou
Towago. She faid that fhe would gladly take two of us, but that
her brother was averfe to our ·leaving him : that, as we had landed
under his protection, he wifhed us to remain fo; and that he would
account the chief his ·enemy who attempted to entice us from him.
On this account fhe advifed us only to vifit the chiefs at their houfes,
where we might make our flay long or fhOft, and fo return again; and
that at her houfe we fhould be always welcome. _ This advice we at
prefent adopted, and we refolved to wait as we were.
A great heiva or mai was performed at the fiatook~~f Mo.o mooe;
firft by women in their heft garments and finefr mats : pieces of our
cloth or filk were added as ornaments; the perfumed cocoa-~ut oil
dropping from their hair. Two drums, and a vocal concert of men
fitting round, accompanied the women., who alfo fong and danced,
performing different evolutions. in a mofr graceful manner. . An old
chief at intervals called out, '' Fyfogee," or, Encore; and fometimes
" Marea," or, Well done.
Great preparations were made this manning for what they call a
mai, which was intended to be celebrated in the evening by women.
Upwards of one hundred and thirty _pegs were roafred, and,, with
three hundred bafkets of yams, wene difuibuted by Toogahowe.
Seven hogs and as many bafk.ets of yams were font us by djff~rent
perfons • . Our vifitors of rank were numerous.
As they ilre always in fearch for iron, a thief contrived to freal
our wafh-tub, took the hoops off, and concealed the fraves in the
grafs. Thus we were deprived of the only utenfil we poffeffed of
this kind.
14th. Divine fervice by brother Btl~hanan, from Heb. xii. ::z. :
afternoon, by brother Kelfo, from Rom. vi. '.ZJ.
To-day Toogahowe was vefted wi.t h the name and authority of
Dugonagaboola, in the room of his father, Moomooe, deceafed. His
pame was ~ow changed from Feenou Toogahowe to that of TalliataK
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.boo, the god of t_heir family; and we underfiand that none of his
fubjects· muft in future addrefs him by his former name, on pain of
death.
15th. Vaharta, a chief, vifited us, and brought ils a hog, twenty
yams, &c.
16th to the 21:fi. Or:i Monday night we had a fevere 'tempefr,
with copious fhowers of rain. . Strangers frill are coming from the
Harby iflands and Vavao; many of whom, as they arrive, go to
the fiatooka, and'pay their tribute of refpeel: to the dcceafed, by cruel
inflictions on their own bodies. The fcenes of joy and mourning now occupy their whole time: at prefent the diverfions of the
women prevail; and in a few days the men will commence theirs.
Thofe who come from difiant parts of this ifland are returning home,
on account of the difficulty of getting food at Bunghye. The diver. fions anq ceremonies, we fuppofe, will yet lafi fome weeks, in which
time_we cannot expect to make much improvement iri our land.
On Sunday the 21fi, brother Buchanan difcourfed from his former
text; brother Kelfo, from Col..ii. 12.
22d. Prepared a piece of ground for turnips, which thrive better
than any other feeds. Set fome peas and beans; thofe we firfi planted
were in blow in about two months·. The peas were chiefly defiroyed
l)y the rats, which abound here. Walked over the wefiern part of
the ifland, not more than a mile acrofs. The fhore rocky; a heavy
furf upon it. Obferved the natives amufing themfelves with fwimming in the furf, and carried on the top of the wave ; this fport
they call faneefo.
The men have begun _their diverfions at Moom6oe's :fiatooka, and
pracl:ifo morning and evening in different parties, under different
chiefs.
Next ' Sunday is : fixed for the cartonga lahie, or great
toomai ; after which, we are informed, many of the people will dif-perfe, of which we fhall be h~rtily glad.
. 28th. The great toomai was performed by men dreffed in their
~finefi robes, and mats ornamented with feathers, beads, fheils, &c.;
z
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the drums called tarraffe founding, accompanied by a cp.orus of per-;
formers finging, and holding in their hands an infirum~nt like a:
paddle,- called doboche, about two feet and a half long , ':"1th a fhort
handle; making curious fl.ouri!hes, with correfponding n:;i.otions, and
different attitudes; thofe around them joining in the chorus. They:
began in three lines, and !hifted by various evolutions, till thofe in
the rea:r became the front, moving in q:act time, and with a graceful
fiep. · Some ~f our nur~ber make a practice of vifiting on~ or other
of the great cb.-iefs every day, by whom we are treated with much
Qffect"ion, ~nd t-hey offer us any thing ·in their poifeffion. They take
great _pains, and · difplay much ingenuity, in endeavouring to mak~
us underfiand their language. Through the week we ha-ve had a
moil: liberal fopply of provifions fent us, and .have eleven hogs in
·our fry; more than we well know how to feed. Maintained our ufual
worfhip;.. · brother Buchanan fp~ke from Heb._xii. :z. Kelfo fro~
Col.ii.13.
. - '
.
.
29th: Two of our brethren being invited by F_uttafaihe_ to Mooa,
they fet off, and overtook him in ab_out tw~o miles, havmg reft~d
with his party to take their Illorning draught of kava: t_h ey purfued
their j01:1rney in company. 'fhe Dooatonga being unwell: was ca~ried
by f6ur, porters; on a kind of litter. They proceeded not m the qire4
road by the .beach, but.turned to the right inland, and flopped at th(?
largefi houfe they had feen in the ifland, .bein? _one hu~dred _and
.eighteen·feet by fifty;-~x, and neatly thatched; 1t 1s called N~ff.oola,
and is about fix miles from ours. Here they refted a9out three hours,
-during which they took a turn to Lego, as they call th~ wefiern part
.of the ifland,. faw m_u ch land cultivated f9r yams, but more neglected
-and overgrown with weeds. There were v.afi groves of cocoa-n~ts,
which arew on the bare rocks, even . to the edge of the clrffs!
,Below :as a delightful fpring gufp.ing out of a rocky -caver~, into
.which, at high water, the fea !3.ows. In the evening they went to
,Tp,gamaloolo,. a beautiful fpot at a ·little difiance from the road, wher~
KK2
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they flep_t. Before the houfe was a large green area, and on each fide
a fiatoo~a containing three tombs.
30th. Reached Mooa, the refidence of Futtafaihe; they found
~he abbeys and ladores of this village in a very. ruinous condition,
and the fences much _out of repair. Here are feveral houfes, which
Connelly faid were fpirits' houfes, where they found logs of wood,
il:ones, and bundles of rags, which were confidered as fpirits, being
brought from the Feejee i:llands. Thefe places are falling down,
but fo facred, they muft not be touched to repair them. Futtafaihe is
very fuperftitious, and himfelf efteemed as an odooa or god; he is alfo
much devoted to pleafure, finging, and dancing; has feveral wives,
the :firft women of the country; one, the daughter of Moomooe,
called Dooboumaofer: fhe has features and a complexion very like a
European, as fhe feldom ' goes out of the houfe, or expofes herfelf
to the fun and air.
The lands about Mooa are ill cultivated, and overgrown with grafs
and tr-afh; though there are many beautiful abbeys plantecf with a
variety of trees <and fl?wering fhrub~ of the moil: deJiici0us fragrance.
31ft. Very rainy and tempe.ftu0us. When •-it cle?red up they
walked out to fee the abbeys, canoes, &c. The{6.atoo~as are remarkable. There lie the Futtafaihes for many generations, fome 'vaft and
rui~1~~s, which is the cafe wjth ·the largeft; t~e houfe 0n the· t 0 p
of 1t 1s fallen, and the area and tomb it.felf overgrown with wood and
· weeds. Poulaho, the father of the prefent ,king, is fa.id to have died
and been interred at Vavao.
The hiftory, -if Ambler's report is to be received, is this- : that
Poulaho, but more efpecially his wife Mahoofe, of the Doubou family, were tyra:nnical in their government, difpoffeffing the chiefs
· arbitrarily, and rendering themfelves odious. Toogahowe was then
chief•at Eooa. Her majefty, after 1Poulaho's deceafe, difmiffed him
from his poft, and nominated another. This he tefented, and refufed
:to fobmit; and told the meffenger he was a tooa, and not an agee,
:+
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or,chief, elfe he _would ·ha.ve· challenged him to fingle"rorribat ;· hut
now he had only to depart with his train, or-he would put him to
death. The wind blew a frorm, but he hafrecl back to ~11s mifuefs,
who i~quir_e~ the r~~fon _of hi~ return in fuch a_ g_a l~: he ~elat~ his/
·
1
reception; and fhe replied, •~ T6ogahowe has a mmd to :he kd~d, ~~
1
" I will punifh his infolence." Toogahowe meantime convened the
other chiefs, and urged them to join him in fupport of their ·privileges. The conflict proved in their favour, and the queen was
driven to Aheefo, and took fhelter at a houfe near ours at Attab'oo.
Here ,fhe fat with .a garland of leav.es about•her -~ck, and a gooter...
koo in her mouth, .w hich :fignified, I crave ' mercy. 'Foogahowe
was -going to · difp'atch her with .his tooca-tooca, or::fpear, but ;~as
withheld_ by his followers ; and ilie was iuffered to efcape. r to the
Harby iflands, 1-vlaere fhe now lives in exile. Toogahowe, victo.:
rious, exe.rcifed great cruelties on his enemies, tying tfome to trees
and burning them alive, and making great devafrations at the Harby
iflands. In a fight with the people of Vavao, .his canoe outi'ailed
the reft, and he fought them alone with fuch fury as gained the
victory,, and raifed the fame of his military prowefs · to tkte liighetlr
pitch ; fo that he is univerfally dreaded and obeyed. Our ,rhiffion,.,
acies were witneffes to fome of Toogahowe.'s favage ..oondu~. "One
man w}J..o difpleafecL.him had _his hamd out off oaithefpot; ~ml.another
w.as tied up with his. arms ex.tended, arid two women wer.e for<ilerdd with
lighted ftick.s to rhurn Jnim under ,tln.e arm..pits. Our bmtlir~n aoter.-,
ceded far him, and-happily refcued him from this ci-ld.el punjfh.merit.
June 1ft• .The bre.thren return~d in. a failing canoe to,Aheefo. F~rt,,.
tafaihe made them -a ·piefent .of a hog and twenty }Iiams, and .accompanied them to a fmall ifland in the. bay called Makkahah, which he
1
had given them.
At Aheefo found feveral chiefs returning to their homes ; one of
them, named Moore, invited Cooper and Gaulton to accompany him
to Ahoge on . a vifit, which they accepted. Several .of the chiefs
have given us preffing inyitations to refide with them, and have of..
T
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fered~us_houfes, andr whatever we can defire; fo that, - whenever we
feparafe; there,is ·no fear of wanting an afylum.
4th. Spent, the Lord's day as ufual: partook of the holy.communion.
·
. 5th: Bowell and Harper paid a vifit to Vaarjee, a chief of great
mfluence in the· diftrict of Ardeo: he informed us . of fome of the
villanies of Morgan and ·Ambler~ refpecting Jeveral things they hadftolen from us ; and we met fome women dreffed in the ftoieh things.
. 6th. Vaarjee led us a walk acrofs the country to his family,
:fiatt:>oka. Below the cliff are C.!verns on which the furf beats, .and
the water guihes back with ·furprifing \riolence.
7th. Bowell and Harper returned from Ardeo, highly pleafed
with the treatment they had received. Vaarjee inquired earneftly of
Mr. Bowell, if we had any who could affift women in· difficult la-·
hours. Two of his fcrvants ~attended them with a ·1arge ·mat to
:fieep on, and to -affureA.1.s of hogs and yams whenever we wanted·
them, and an invitation to come to pim whenever we'pleafed: ' He·
liives .about teJY miles. from' us·! His land ' is r the · befr cultivated we
have foen;; he has the largeft difrri·c t of any . chief.at Tona-a.
·and is·
b
,
Rot ,.ob:liged to furni!h Dugonagaboola with. his produce. He em·- ploys a great num~er of fervants in different occupations and labours.·
At our return we~found the materials ready, and laid at our gate, whichToogahowe had promifed to enlarge our dwelling. · A mattock whichwe fometimes ufed took his . fancy, and was given him. Mytyle
objecting to·another erection within the abbey, we fet it up in an
adjoining field, which we 'propofed to clear and cultivate.
· I oth.
Heard that Feenou Lukolailo was ill, and not likely to. live.
A pair of pantaloons "v.ere 'frolen. · Mytyle had ingratiated hirrifelf
:"ith .us, by -hi~ readinefs t~ teach us the language, . and was a very.
mtelhgent man, but we were forry -to ·detect h'im in·· feveral petty
thefts. , r
• •
~
:ri1th. :Spent the Loi:d's day in our ufual manner. Futtafaihe
vifited us, and wiihedr."verwould ihave him. We, exc;:uf~d ourfelves·
•
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from doing it, as we never did any manual Jabour on the odooa day.
Our gracious Father has given us great ~cceptanc~ in the fight of this
people, who exprefs much furprife at obferving how different our
manners are from _thofe of .our countrymen, whofe time is fpent in
idlenefs and profligacy. One of them has four wives, another three,
and the ot~er two. With fuch men it is impoffible for us to maintain
any fellowihip, and their envy and enmity we bitterly experience.
12,th. This morning Lukolallo died ; and Fenogge, a young
chief, informed us that J\1organ and Am~ler had been very induftrious of late. to irritate the 11linds ·o f the natives ag~in~ us, ~telling
them that we were oqly rq9a-s (mean pcop}e), and_th~t they· were
agees (chiefs), and· fons of the king of, Engljl~d. Thex had alfo
recommended t9 them ·to attac~ aµ_d __ pJunder us. After !his we did
.not think proper to ,ftay in. the houfe -yyhere :-Ve were, b~1t . to r~move
·to one larger, which ftooc;l-in•the enclcft1re next to Dugonagab~ola, to
which the chief readily confented, ~~nd all _things ·except our hog$
~verc taken thither tl1is evening. Howevei:, next day when we went
to f~tch them we found th~ fry broken, and but one remaining;
two were near the fty, and after the Il:ri{t:eft fearch ~e found only
anofher :·Jt4us.i:mr frock was_reduced·f.rom nine to fo1;1r.
14th: · Ambler and Morgan having, heard that we fufpected them ·
·of having driven off our hogs, came to~ouJ rhoufe, and ~eg~n to abufe
us ; and lylorgan even kicked one of om number. Seeing them
determined to proceed further, a fcuffie enfued; . Morgan again ftruck
with his club the perfon he had before kicked ; but the blow did no
great mJury. They then defifted, finding themfelves overpowered,
but not from uttering the m·o:fl: horrid execrations both ·on us and alfC?
on themfelves if they did not prove bitter enemies,. and murd~r us
before morning.
.
. In the evening we again met to ~onfider further the propriety of
remaining together; when it was obferved, befides the rea(on formerly
~iven, that we made lefs prog_refs rn the language than we ihould if
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we had 01~Iy natives to converfe with. Affer much converfation,
there appeared, on a divifion, eight for part1~g, againft it two. It
was then agreed, that a divi:fion of the public property fhould t31-ke
place. On acquainting Du?onagaboola with what we had done, he
confented, artd promifed to cotne t~ our hou~e 0n the I 7th, and receive a pr'efent which we had provided for him.
15th. A divifion of tl1e public property took pla_ce. Morgan and
Ambler came again to-day, but more peaceab1y d1fpofed. On the
·16th Connelly came and acted his part. He wa_nted a clock for
Futtafaihe and .infifi:ed upon having it, faying that it had been promifed befo~e. But we c@'uld not t·hink of complying with fuch prefumptuous demands, efpecially as we knew no fuch promife had ever
b een m ade ,. therefore he went away ,much difpleafed. Next day he
d
came agai'n, and received the fame anfwer. He th~n fwore he woul
8o us a11 the harm he could, and eh-at he would murder the firft of
us he could get into his power. Thus We exp~rience perils among
the heathen, Qut more from our own countrymen.
Sunday 18th. Buchanan yteached from Pfalm l~iii. I, 2, 3·
Kelfo, from H eb. iv. 10.
20th. Our vifitors are not half fo numerous now as they have
been, owing in part to a funeral ceremony about three mile~ from our
habitation. This morning NI-ytyle fent his fervants with one of
our loft hogs. Vaarjee's funeral fervices ending, he t~ld u~ he fhould
return in two nights; and, if we were ,ready to go with h1m, would
fend his fervants to <remove our luggage; to which we agreed, and
went to Attaboo to fee our garden; only a few cabbage-plants had
being unexpectedly
come up, whl.ch we traniiplantcd. But Vaarjee
.
detained four or five nights longer, we returned to our houfe at
Bunghye. Thither in the evening two chiefs brought a fine lad,
with his hands tied together with finnet, and wanted to bart~r
(fuccatow) him for an axe. We inquired what the_lad ~ad do~e, 1f
he was en_ w, a bad boy; they faid, No, lille doono oofee, allofy
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fakow, Good for roafting yams and running errands. But we told
them we were tabooed from all fuch iniquitous practices as felling
our fellow-creatures; on which they carried him away.
24th. Went to viiit the fiatooka of Feenou Lukolallo near the
fea at Valoo : it is on a fine plain ihaded with toa and other trees.
Several people fat round the grave, which was covered with black
cloth, and remarkably dean anct neat; we fat down to c6nverfe with
them, and improve the opportunity for their inftruction. They
ihewed us two logs of wood rudely carved in a human fhape, which
they faid were (i)dc,oas brought from Feejee. We told them thefe
could not be fpfrits, but mere pieces of wood :fit only for the fire.
Nor did they feem, by the manner in which ·they toffed them about,
to have any idea .of .their fanctity. We have not yet found that they
have p_ri_efl:s, or any frated ceremonial worihip, but poffefs many
1:uperft1t101:1,s ,notions about fpirits ; and that by frrangling fome relations of the chief when he is tick, the deity wiU be appeafed, and
he wi,H .recover~
25th.

Divine fervice as ufual. Buchanan, 1 The1f. v. 9.

Eph. iv. 9.

2

Kelfo,

27th. Shelly and Nobbs accompanied Vaharlo to his houfe at
A.hogeA T~is chief has fhewn a peculiar attachment to us. Vaarjee
called ~n ,us m confequence of a meffage to him from Dugonagaboo1a,
wh0 did not chufe we fhould leave him, or rather remove with our
effects to another chief. However, on making him a prefent he confented, affured us of his co.dial r~gard, and that whenever we came
to Aheefo we fhould have a welcome reception with him.
28th. About a quarter pa.ft three o'clock in the morning we
were much alarmed by a ihock of an earthquake, which lafred
about a minute, during which time the earth kept a continual trembling; jt was fenfibJy felt by us all. Our confternation on this occaft~n was much increafed by the natives around us, who feemed quite
p.amc~ftruck, and fet up loud cries ; and the furf on the beach made
L L
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a greater noife than we ever heard before. This we confidered as a
Wonderful exertion of divine power, and a fign at which we beheld
thofe who dwell at the uttermoft parts of the earth tremble. May
the time haften when they fhall learn to know and love Him of whom
they are afraid ! Early; in· the morning we were v.ifited by fome of
the natives, to whom we mentioned the earthquake;. the impreffion it
made upon them feerned to be but momentary ; they imputed it to the
odooa ( or fpirit), of which they feem to have very confufed notions,
afcribing every thing to it which exceeds their comprehenfion, and
of which they know not the immediate caufe. Ambler fays that fr
is the fourth ihock they have had fince he landed .here about eignteen
months ago. To-day brothers Bow~ll and Harper took their departure from us, and went to refide with Vaarjee, a principal chief at
Ardeo, about ten miles diftant.
29th. Bowell and Harper embarked with Vaarjee and his mother
Duatonga Fefene, who feems the .firft woman in tlie iiland, and
was going to Mooa. They landed at a frnall ifland in the bay, where
they flept. the .firfl: night.
Nobbs and Shelly returned from Ahoge, where they had felt
the earthquake as feniibly as we had done, and attended with much
the fame drcumftances. They report that they were treated with
the greateft kindnefs, nof only by their friend, but by all with whom
they had any intercourfe ; · as a proof whereof, they·brought two hogs,
two hundred y.ams, and fix bunches, of cocoa-nuts.
30th. Finding Bowei1 and· Harper reading a book, their friend
Vaarjee inquired what itr faid ; they endeavoured to make him comprehend· the facred fubject of which it treated, whith he feemed to
underftand, and mentioned to his mother, who was fitting by. They
embarked at eight o'clock ; the wind being againft them, they beat
up to Mooa, and were entertained for the night by Kaneer, a friend
of this chief. The next day, the 31ft, they arrived at Ardeo. Spent
the evening in learning the language; their friend Vaarjee being an

'
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excellent tutor, and impr~>Ving every occurrence to make t~em acquainted with the meaning of words, and the names of thmgs., rm.
' the deareft mariner.
.
.
July 1 ft. Dugonagaboola fent for brother Shelly, to inform him of his
intended departure to Mooa on Monday next; and as he was apprehenfive ·that we might run ihort of provifions in his abfence, he
advifed us to accompany him thither, and offered to put _our property
into .a place of fafety till his return, which he propofes m about two
moons, or months; but as we expe& the ihip much fooner, we thought
it inexpedient to accept this favour. We could not,, however, fofficiently admire the goodnefs of God, who hath the hea_rts of all men
in his keeping, thus to iqcline this man to fuch a provident ca:e over
us, notwithfianding the pains our adverfarie& have taken to mcenfe
him againft us.
.
Sunday zd. ·Brother BJ..1chanan preac)led in the mornmg from
1 Theil". v. 9.; brother Kelfo, afternoon, from Matt. xxvii. 35· and
afterwards difpenfed the Lord's fupper.
.
. .
3d. Brother Veefon went to refide wit~ Mulice!11ar, m the d1frncl:
of Ahoge. We .now begin to fee fomet~mg of tn~ defigns o~ Provjdeoce in cafting us at our fir'!l: landing mto the m1dfr of fuch confofion and diforder as then filled us with apprehenfion for our fafety ;
he at that time not only made daily di(plays of his almig_hty power,
and gracious care, in protecting us from every threatenlhg'dange~,
but, by collecting a va:ft concourfe of :!hangers fro~ ~very quarte1,
both of Tongataboo and the adjacent iflands, and givmg us favour
in their fight, feems already to have opened a door for ~s t? e~ery
part pf this extenfive group. We have r~ceived ~reffing 111v1tat10ns
to feveral of the neighbouring iflands, which nothing but a want of
the language has· prevented us from accepting. But we -hope by a
diligent application to remove that o~ftacle: fo t~at we_ now look for
opportunities of promoting the ·gJonous d~fign m whtc~ wear~ e~gaged, which at firfi we litt!e expected. " The Lords way 1s m
L L
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'' the fea, and his path in the great waters, and his footfl:eps are not
'' known."
4th. At feven in the morning, beinonearly anfwerable to the
b
time when we expect our friends in London to be engaged in the
like exercif~, we held our monthly prayer-meeting, and encouraged
ourfelves with the thought that many of the Lord's people were earneftly befeeching at a throne of grace in our behalf; and trufi it will
be no fmall comfort to them to know, that he has gracioufly heard,
and feems to be gi~ing anfwers of peace, by continually befiowing
on us a rich fupply of every needful bleffing.
In the afternoon we received a letter from brothers Bowell and
Harper,, acquainting us with their welfare.
7th. We were vifited by the •Wife and daughter of Mooe, a chief
W~o refi_des at Ah_oge,_a~d to_whom brothers Gaulton and Cooper had
paid a v11it fotne time ago. He at that time had given them a large
houfe and plantation, to irnfoce them to refide with him, to which
they con(ented; but, being :fince prevented, his impatience excited
him to fend this meffage for them. They brought a hog and a large
quantity of yams.
•

This evening we felt another- !hock of an earthquake, but it was
neither fo fenfible nor of fo long dura~ion as the former.
8th. Brother Harper came to fee us,·..and fays that they are very
comfortable at Ardeo with Vaarjee, who is anxious to indulge ·them
to the utmofi of his power, and has affigned them apartments wholly
to themfelves, and is very ready and ufeful in infl:ructing them in the
language.
.
· Sunday the 9th, brother Buchanan preached from I Theff. v. 9.;
brother Kelfo, from Gen. xxii. I.
I oth.
Brother Harper returned home this evening ro Ardeo,, accompanied by brother Wilkinfon.
12th. Laid out the grafs-plot before our .houfe, with brother
Wilkinfon's help, in the European fiyle, with the garden; which
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we began to cultivate. Taught Vaarjee's men the method of digging
the ground with fpades, and planted fome pine-apples. Vifited a chief
called· Tooboocovaloo, a relation of our friend ; were entertained with
great· hofpitality, and received from him a fine fow in p ig- , and threefcore yams, for which, in return, we gave him two or th~ee tools,
and fome earthen plates. On the Lord's day having told Tooboocovaloo that we did no work, and fpent the whole in the woriliip of
God, he afk.ed with much humour, whether we might eat on that
day; and having informed. him, he very kindly fent us a baked hog, ·
on which we dirted together : he gave us alfo a very fine myrtle and
other !hrubs, with pine-apples for our garden, which · we plarited'.
Received alfo a parcel of garden-feeds and a fpade from Bunghye.
14th. After confiant and heavy rain, · which lafied from morning
until n'i ght with, little intermiffion, we were vifited with th~ heavieff ·
frorm of thunder and lightning which we have had fince ·o ur arrival
on the ifland; however, fuch ·weather feems not fo frequent here asmight be expected from the fituation of the country.
_
15th. The rain fiill continued very heavy all day. In the eveµing
brother Wilkinfon returned -home, having been kindly entertained~by
our brethren at Ardeo. On his return he loft his way, and was ex- . ·
pofed to fome danger; but the ·_L ord, who keeps all our gomgsj
gracioufly preferved him-.
16th, Sµnday, Brother Buchanan difcourfedt from ffaian,
liv. 13. During the intervals of wor!hip -we hearq·· a•liideous outcry
of the natives towards Bunghye, and were afterwards-informed 'that it
was occafioned by a number of men j-ufi arrived· from Vavao, who
had repaired to' ivfoomooe's· tomb, to, evinee their affection and refpeel:
by the fame cruel ceremonies as ha-d been obferved at his funeral. 0
that the falvation of Ifr.ael were come forth· out ·of Zion ! · When ·God
brings back the captivity-- of this people, how will our, hearts rejoice to
hear thefe horrid< h0wlings changed into fongs of praife to Him who
has 'redeem€d his people from death, and - ranfomed them from the .
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po}ver of the gra;ve.! In :the-afternoon ·brother Kelfo preached from
Qeut. xxxij. 2.
17th. We were favoured with a vifit from hr.other V,€efap, and a
fon of M~licei:nar; they brought a fine _hog and yams with them
(rQIJl that chief, and informed us of the dea,th of Tamaifuma on the
I 3th infbnt·.: he was a chjef of great repute for perfonaJ courage ;
a,nd this circum!l:an~e our adverf.a.ries fee_m tQ i:rnprove to fame purpofo again!l: us_, by fllaking the· natives beli~ve that our God, in
anfwer to 0ur prayers, kill$ them. This being the third chief t}wt
has died 1ince .our arrival, rnc1kes them fay th~y never died fo faft
l}ef9re; al).d irµputing all tQ the fame caufe, they fay, that if we continue praying and finging, thert will not he a chief left alive. This
iiea, wl'l4;h ~pµld ,o nly o.r igipate frnm the father of lies, working in
di~(e chiLdren of · difo'becll~nee~ feem$ -calculated to create us fame
trnublt; put itill it is q.J.1 'U.,nfpt<!kcJ.~le comfort to" rdlecl:, that it :ihall
prevail no farther than is ~onnfi.e nt with the hqly, wife, 4nd gracious
defign of our hep.venly Father, wh9, w~ qoubt not, will make his
fl:rength perfect i.n oµr weakrnfs, fo that we may l;>olq.ly fay, " The
" L9rd is _our helper, we will nPt foar what man ~aq do unto us."
On the 18th the fame idea was pienti~:med tQ us by different perfons; it feems to gain ground with them very fail:, and our endeavours·to perfu,ade them to the contrary are fruitlefs at prefent. In the
forenopn bFOtJ1er Veefon toqk_his le4ve; ~qq on Satunifl.y the 22d,
brgth~r B@w~u pajd lJ!> ~ viiit, ln tht b~ginnjpg gf th~ Wtek he }:i<J.d
~eep c:1-t lyjooa, W!lt•re tht. grtist~:!t J_;)§rt af tht iRl-rn.bitij.at:s are at prefent
affembleq. for th~ cel~bration 9f th.~ awiµ.a.J p~t{:he. There he foqn_d
th~ II!inds of th~ pt:qple h1J.d rn~~jwe~ the f_arpe 9a11germJs irnpreffion,
·and that our coµntrymen weF~ the ·fale sll-thqr~ <tnd propa,gator~ of ·it .i
the Lorci, however, has gradqufly py~r-ruled it, fo that it has in fomG
degree brought the mifchief t}ley intend{!d us upon their own heads.
When it was fir.fl: mentioned to brother ijowell, Vaarj~e was. prefent,
and was much difpleafod wirh the p~rfQn who fpok~ of it! Ambl~{
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had alfa endeavoured to· poifon the mind of . Dugonagabbola~ who
heard him with great indignation, and hiffed him out of his prefehcer
A few ~ays after, this fellow 'q uarrelled with· one of the chief's carkicked on the brea!l:, and abufed him otherwifo in
penters, wh'.om
a :ihocking manner : on this he compfained to Ii.is maffer, and
Ambler, infread of making any acknowledgments for his con.du&,
thought proper to ju!l:ify it in the moil: ptovo:king manner; upbn
which he ordered him from his prefence, threatening his life if he
ever :ihewed his face there more : fince that we hear he Bas gone to
Futtafaihe; fo that Morgan, Connelly,. _and he, are, altr togetne(;
and, we have no doubt, will be acl:ive in~pfotting far.fher' milfchief t .
thus their machinations were deftroyed without', our inte.rferenee.
How true js it, that the wrath of man fhall pra~fe-God, and· the remainder of wrath he will re!l:rain, and that no weapon fotime&againm
his people :ihall profper !
23d. Brother Buchanan preached in the morning from ffaiah,
liv. 13~ Kelfo, from Deut. xxxii. 2.; after whicih brother Bowell
took his leaye.
On the 26th, brother Shelly, who has had the care of our few medicines fince brother Harper l~ft ·us, went to fee a woman who, with
others, had eaten fame fi{h of a poifonous n~ture, whioh was 1:ikely tobe, to her in particular, attended with bad confequern;:e&": an enietic
' was adminiftered, which• removed the caufe of the difotder, and'
re!l:ored the poor woman to health. Acc:;ording to the cuftom of th~
country , he received his f'ee before he returned: this Was- a roafied
hog, which is generally killed as foon as the doctor arrives, who is expecl:'ed to w ait till it is fufnci erttly roa:fl:ed; it is the-n given to him:
but this being the fi r!l: irr!l:ance of th~ kind, like an-inexperienced be' ginner who knew not the profits of his trade, he divided-it _ohiefly
betwixt the poor w oman and her friends. It would be a valuable acquifition to this country, and might be a means of fac-ilitating our
w ork, to have a g.ood frock of m edicines, and a ikilful perfon to applf
them. The diforders which h ave principally com e under our ob-
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fervation are, a dyfentery, of which the perfon is recovered; a ~ropfY,
of which we have feen but one cafe; a diforder among the children, :
~hich fpreads all oyer them like the fmall-pox, and f~ems _of as
loathfome but more inveterate nature ; for we found one m this condition at our firft landing feveral months ago, and there feems no alteration upon him as yet; its long continuance is probably owing to
improper treatment: we know not whether it be infectious. What
feems m<?fi general is an ulcerous fore, to which they are very fu:bjelt. In one family of our acquaintance there are no _Iefs than fot:r
perfons ,much affecl:ed ,by it-: the poor man .has loft_ the ufe of his
limbs entirely, fo that he is not able to frand upright, and many
parts of his body are affected ; and what renders his cafe truly
pitiable, his wife is in little better conditio~ .; .a great part of her
breafts is already confumed, and one leg and arm are very bad. Two
of their fervants are nearly in as bad a ftate as themfelves; they have
often applied to us for affiftance, -which could we afford them, would
o:ertainly raife us .frill higher in their efieem; but at p~efent ~e have
neither proper medicines, nor fkill to effect any tl-11ng this way.
In fome c.afes .we have feen old women apply the juice of the b~eadfruit, tied up in leaves, and made hot, with which they rubbed the
wound; but it .feemed to produce no good effect. As they have not
the leaft ide;a of phyfic, whatever diforder they are attacked with has
.it:s full courfe, and often proves fatal.
:2. th. '.fhe principal wife of Futtafaihe was del~vered of her fir.fl:
4
ichild, the fon and heir of his dominions; on which occafion very
confiderable prefents were made.
sth. The great enudee, or natche, defcribed by Cook, was held
2
at Mooa. Men in proceffion carried . a yam, fufpended on a pole;
others, armed with fpears, cried aloud to this effect, " Take care 'to
" keep the road clear;" ·and all paffengers fioo~ _at . a confiderable
difiance. Ambler affured us this was a thankfgivmg to the odooa
for the late ripe yams. We were invited to join the proceffion, but
did not chufe to make our fhoulders bare, which was requirrd , and
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t@· w,e~t the jeejee, a wreath of the leaves

Qur waifi. Pai;ticular honour is p.aid to Futtaf a:ihe on this occafi0 n.
ThQ fam,_e cere.tn~.flies are r.e p,eated at the feafo.n of early ripe yams. ·
The._eeremQ~ial dofes with aJil amufement eaUed fatarga, like cudgel:.
plaplilg, bemg tingle coml:>at with the limbs of the C-O<Wa-nut tree:
~6lih. Vaailijee affifted us with all his people at ouil i abb_ey in levelling
the ground, and laying out and planting our garden..
1..7t.h. O i.1r chief took a f€cond wife, a daughter of Tooboocava.Uo.
~he WJlS accompanied hy large bales of ana.ddoo, or cloth, of Ton~
gataboo.. In the afternoon he went to .fi.nifh the foner-al cteremonies
for his, brnther, in cel~l;,rating the gainies ufual on tha:t occaifon.. His
l>:ride rnmain~d a~ h.ofi'.le. We felt this afternoon q feiafible fhock of an
earthquake at Arde0 i and, as ufµa!; the natives· :feream~a. . Thefo
fhocks. are comrno.n, amd fometi1rnes, they frrforme·g. us, fo viG>lenf as
to fhake down their trees and houfes.
·
.
30th. Brother BuGhanan difcourfed fro¢ 2 'Fim. ii. 3.; brother,
Kelfo, from Exodus, xJGxiii. r 8.
On Monday brothers Gaulton and Shelly went upoR a vifif to
I?ugonagfl.hoola at Mooa; and in the _afte.m0or.i, Mooree" €a chief) ar111ved from Ahog~, and Drought with him tw0 ca:iao3s in o'niei: to
<;:onvey brother Cooper homo. Tfiis h~ ha4 prnmifed' fo:ne time ag~;
but the fear that D~igqnagabooia would be afil-onted at .h-is taking any
.qf us from under his care, had till now:deteri-ed 11.iin. · •
·
Augufi dil:. Early this moining Coo_1Dei: a11d hts fi'iend Moore~
took their departure: he is now the fourth of our number that· hath
left us. Wha~ end the Lord may have in view by thus fcattering us
ab0ut, we know not; but hope that it will tend to -t-he· advancement of
h~s glor~, by a more general diffufion of the ·gofpel over this
nig~ted 1fland. About funfet we had another ·fh0ck of an earthquake,
w hich lafied about a minut~ and a half, and was folt over the whole
iiland. Ambler, we hear, is ag~in in our neighbourhood.
On the 3d, brothers Gaulton and Shelly rettl~ned from Mooa,
wher-e they had m <tt with brother Veefon, who was in health and high
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favour with his friend ; having lodged one night with him, they re..
ceived a warm remonftrance for it next day from Dugonagaboola,
who a:lfured them of a welcome at his houfe, and expected they
would make ufe of no other. After inquiring into our ftate at home,
and how we fared in his ab fence, he informed them of what our villanous countrymen had_faid againfr us, and expreffed his abhorrence
of them on account of it. On their way home they called at Ardeo,
where our brethren were well, and defired the whole body might ~eet
once a month for divine direction, and mutual counfel and encouragement in our work.
5th. Brother Bowell arrived in the evening; and on fabbath-day
brother Buchanan preached from 2 ,.fim. ii. 3. ; in the afternoon
brother Kelfo, from lfaiah, liii. 5.; after which he difpenfed the Lord's
fupper ~ It is furely an unfpeakable favour that the Lord thus allows us
to hold our folemn feafts in this land, and from time to time is refrefhing us with his abundant goodnefs. If we had the happinefs of feeing
thefe poor creatures ·around us impre:lfed with a fenfe of their lofi: and
cleplorable ftate by nature, and the excellency and -fuitablenefs of the
Redeemer's characler and falvation, which He has wrought, and the
gofpel reveals; if we could bu~ once fee them compelled to come in.
and partake of our pi:ivileges, our joy would be full:. however, it be-co~es us not to defpife the day of fmall things, but patiently to wait
for the falvation of the Lord: He hath fpoken good concerning us,.
and hath done for us great things,. which confirms our hope, that the
day is. not far difiant when He will make bare his holy arm in the
:fight of the nations, and thefe ends of the earth fhall fee his falvation.
7th. Brother Bowell determining to remain with us till ourmonthly prayer-meeting was over, we the next morning embraced the
opportunity of his piefence to hold a meeting of our- little body, when.
it was agreed that we fhould obferve a general meeting the firft Monday of every month: in the morning, for prayer and religious. con- .
ference; and in the afternoon, for ·collecting matter for the public
journal, reporting progrefs in the language,. and confulting with
3
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to his_ OWJ.\l 1m0:ll: gracim1s <!lefigns >; in ff.uibniti11g the nmahihati~ms->
al'ld 'ch-r•rying •headlong the rc.ounfels ·of our :m.c!)re •heatheniih 'COLJlntry,.
~en, making tkein :produce the very appo.fite effects from what they
mterrded. Lo! thefe a:re a ~pa:rt·of his whys; ·but if we woulM itdl ·of
all fhe wonderfo:1 things he has •done £or us, •t>hey are more than we
ar~ able to exp refs. '' 0 that :men would 'therefore ·pr-a:ife th~ Lor-Qf
'' for his goodoofs, an¢ declare hrs wonderful ·works to the children
" of·men !"
'

This day was rend<:lred in fome meafure memorable by the "Iaf-s •of a.
Jar-ge axe., which was fnatched from .0F1e'of-~he brethren while he was
cutting fire-wood ; and in ~the evening 'fome thieves brnke into our
dwelling ·while we flept, anct rifling the firft 'box they·came to, which
held nothing but medicines,, they had gone off with a quantitr of
bark, j a-la:p, nitre-, &c;. ; but· thefe not fuiting their tafte, they left
them in th~ yard~ w heFe we found th~m ne:x:t morning, fo ·that th~y
got only a few cl6t-1ies that lay upon 'the ·chefts.
·I 1•th.
Joh.h 'Corineily foFit to ·know whether we intencI-ed to inform Captain Wi1fon bf vvhat h~d ·p"qffed 1between ·us and them, ob-.
fervi-ng, ctliat, if we d,itl, it would reduce us ·to ·t he:greateft ftraits, a:s it
would -both prevent them from receiving thofe things they expecre~
a nd ha.cl ·promifed to :t he ·natives; -a.nd alfo-effe&ually hinder 'their departure with hi-rh for China. This --was aecdmpanied with a hint of
what we might e:ipecl:, if our conduct was not ·fuita:ble to thei,r
wifhes. ·In arlftver we fa.id, that we neither wanted to injure 'nor fo
quarrel with them; and if 'they chafe to go to China, we would be
no liindrance •to them.
·
·
•
I 2th. 'I)ugonaga:boola fent us' a prefent of provi:fion·s , which was
very acceptaMe !. -but 1n the coul'fe of tht day we received the mortifying intelligenee, that he had·accepted our large axe with much cordiality from the perfon who••ftole i_t ; and after fame compliments to
his dexterity, had fent ~im ·off to Vavao, to be out of the way when
the !hip arrived. This action gave us an idea 'of wha( we might ex..-
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ipe& when •m.ir interetl: :ill0od in any ,dega:ee 'in c@~et!fro~ with tnat
of our noble friend ; and yet, ftrange as the cont'fatlicl:,1on feemecd.,. all
:our ,goods were every day jn ·his .power :if iID.e-ch~e to ~-hmder us.
13th. Brother Buchanan preached from 2 Tim. u. 3. ; and brother l{elfo, frc)'pn .lfaiah, Iv. r6. 'The llCemainder of this week nothing ·
·remarka'bl~ il~a-p.perred ti:U :Saturdwy 1rhe 19th, when one of the natives
brougillt us the r,eviving news of the fhip's arrival at her ttormer fiation~
Three ,of our number, ·viz. brothers Kelfo, Buchanan, and Gaulton,.
fot otrt in-q.mrft of a .cranoe t0· aarr.y ·them , t© her; but after' .a 1£rouitlefs.
ei:idewuur to 'p-'r.0-CuJ.fe•crne, fBt.rchanan.:arid'1Gaulton tleteFmined ito travel .
<b'y land, -w.}iioh lbr.0ther Krelfo - deulined~ ·££¼:ill Je~teFtainNi).g ia ihope of
Jfoon procUPfrrg ,a cano~. After traveHing aib0ut ~feven m.i1les along the
·beac-h, they w:ere,meubr a great number df the natives,,one of whom
•prefent€d vhem witli,a rrote, whi:ch br.other .~owell had difpatched for
th~i:r infor~atioi:!. ,at ,A.he:efo: This _m;m ihatd. 1brnught us fevera-1
·meifages of the <fame ki1,1d on foi:menoccau.ons·; and 1underftanding ,
the nature of it better ·than any of hirs ·c ountrymen, he had enliea;..
v01:1r-ed •to e:x;plain :the;ufe•uf it to thofe 1who were·wirh lhlim : <this exdted 11:1.:telr' Gut:i0fi.ty ro -a· tl~giree·.which .:ii:idu-aed them to lbealt •hitn ,G:ompany, in e:tl~r to foe· i't ,delivered, and lknow ,t~ereby ~htzther or ,~ot
·l\-vhat .__h e fai:d Was·t'tue. · ·When they .faw ·rhe,Joy wh1ch -tHe (?pemng
•of it gave 1t:~e- bfotlrrre:n, they cfeemed il:.mck' .with . Jma:zement; ;anti
were -perpie-xed. ifi (no ,£mall degree,; ,when tlhey ,perc0iv~d ·that by
means •df iit ;they kq6W a:s well a:s thctm{efves rhat tlfe fhip hatl
arrived; and -where fhe _;l ay. ''Ji'he whole company, together with
the bearer of ·the note, foon left -the brethr~n, in order to return to
'the :fhi p, for which t?hey Were lo· eager, t11at nothing ·could incl uce
-him to ptoceed to -Aheefo with the note. In the aft@rnoon the _two
'b rethren arrived at the fhip, .and h~d':the ,happi:nttfs to find that all on
board h~d fre:fh ground whereon to erect · an Ebenezer to the Lord~
who had'. gracioufiy helped th~m through many imminent dangers',,.
-and preferved them frGlll rhany ~vils wherewith they had been for1
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rounded.. Surely his goodnefs exceeds all fea.rch . 0 for hearts
formed to thew forth his praife !
20th~ Brother Buchanan preached on board from Pfalm v. I 2.;
.and brother Bowell in the afternoon.
On the 21ft, early, many of the principal chiefs came on board,
among whom was Futtafaihe, who, as foon as he faw brother
.Buchanan, renewed his folicitations for him to go and live with him,
at the fame time reminding him of a promife to that purport, given on
our fi.dl: arrival, alfo of the feveral proofs of his favour fince beil:owed;
.and, with frefh affurances of his love and eil:eem, promifed, on his
· part, to render every thing as· agreeable as was in his power~ and to
remove every obil:acle, if brother Buchanan would but mention them
to him: this, however, at prefent he declined to do; but the chief
being well acquainted with the recent villany of Connelly ( who has
refided with him ever fince he came to the iiland) and his affociates,
Ambler and Morgan, aJked if h.e ·was unwilling to live with Con•
nelly, and being anfwered in the affirmative, he immediately pro.pofed to bind him haad and foot, and bring ·him on board; but this
propofal was at this time rejected, · it being more defirable to Captain
Wilfon, and all concerned, that thefe fellows fhould come on board
as they had promifed, and depart of their own accord. Brother
Buchanan e0uld not help looking upon this as a plain call of Provi-dence, .and .determined in his own mind to comply with it if he
.could .find:another brother willing to accompany him, and if the pro,pofal :alfo,.·met with the approbation of Captain Wilfon, and the
tbrethren on board, which it did. Brother Gaulton readily confented
<to ·be his partner.
When their intention was communicated to
Futtafaihe, he e.xpreffed great iatisfaclion, and immediately invited
,them to go on ihore, -and chufe a place for their future refidence. In
the afternoon brother, Shelly arrived from A heefo, and informed us
t hat the thieves had paid another vifo, and carried off a duck.
2.2.d. Brother Gaulton went to Aheefo, in order to bring his own
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and brother Bt1chanan's cheft, and other things, to Mooa, where
Futtafaihe had given them their choice of a number of beautiful
dwellings, fituated between his houfe and the lagoon, which runs into
that part .of the country ; and after chufing one about two hundred
.
yards froin his o"".n, they returned on board.
23d. Connelly having heard of our being at Mooa yeil:erday with
Futtafaihe, thought that our bufinefs had been to take him and his
companions on board; he therefore came to fpeak to the captain concerning it, who informed him that he had no dcfire to proceed after
that manner; but if he and the others chafe to lliip_as feamen, they
ihould have the fame wages and treatment as his own failors had. To
this Connelly faid he would return an anfwer in :!ix days, in which,
time he would confult with his. comrades~
·
Fefene Duatonga,' the :firfi woman on the iflancf, came on board
with her principal lady in waiting : their hair was plafiered up with
a compofition which very much refembled the powder and pomatum
of a fine-dreiTed London belle. Her feet are kiffed in token · o.£
homage by all who approach her; and fuch are her id~as of her own
dignity, that :lhe admits no fixed hufband as a companion, but co. habits w ith thofe of the chiefs whom fhe pleafes to felecl:, and has
feveral children. A fine boy of about twelve years old attended her on
board. Several prefents of fciifars were made, which highly pleafed.
them; and when they left the fhip they j umped overboard, and
wafhed the fnow-white decoration from their hair before they paddled
on fhore with their canoe. Brother Wilkinfon brought off a fine
bunch of turnips of their firil: crop, which had been almoil: wholly
deftroyed by the rats . They contrived a trap, in whicli t.hey caught
a great many, which were given to the women at their requeil:, and
eaten raw as relifhing food. Sent fome cats to the'mi:ffionaries, the
firft which were ever introduced into the ifland.
26th. The noble lady vifited the fhip to-day with two or three fe_
male attendants; and the captain fent her on fhore highly delighted in
· an elegant Engliili drefs which had been referved for fuch an occa.fian ..
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Our 6me this week w:as chidly ~ptoyed ilif a~viding, and' carrying
to our reipecl:ive places of refidenee,. the prurt of the ca]igo which, in
the divi:fion at Otaheite, had fallen to'oi:u .£hare,. In it we found foch
an immenfe quantity 0£ ufeful and necdfa;ry iron tools of all forts,, a.s
far exceeded our greatefi expecl:.aticm, aJild £lle4 the natives with
afioni:iliment. Our 'wamaeflr a,ekhowledgm~nt~ are due, and ri1.ufi
fall in:finite1y fhort of om obligations, to the divine Author of aU
our me11cies, who hath p1!l.t it into the hea,rts of hls people to pr,ovide,,
and of his honoured fervants.., the direc}:oFs,. to befiow on us fo
bountiful a fopply ·o f every thing that could be deviled .for our com-fort, and the furtherarice of the work in which we are erigag€d;
but efpecially for the wonderful manner in w hieh he has prepared.
brought forward, and prefei:ved 0,ur dear captain, whom we c·a nno~
out efieem · as tb.e greateft, ndlimcmy· 0f the dirv~r:i.e fa.vo.ur beftovved
0n our fociety. Wrhile ·on_tJbe 'voyage,'tb.e profperity and furtherance
0£ the work feemed ~o-engrofs his,wh.cile attei:ition.. T0 his indulgent
caire in pnocw-irn.g and allow·ii1g· us eve,ry comfort t-hat col!lld be enj©yed
by people in our c.i.r.cum:fl:ances ,- might· be impatetl that extraordinai;y
clegree of health which we enJ&yed. His counfel and advice.has often
guarded us from the intrufiom. of difcord. His converfation was
wholly .calculated to ftimufate our zeal. In our ab fence- he has been
mindful of ·o.ur interefl:s, aind has effectuaJ.ly prevented every. complaint. 'Fhe a:ffa.bility a!Jd foind'nefs 0£ h.irs comduct among, the
natives has won him their affecft:ions: and indeed. in what we hav.e
reafol:il. to believe is his principal aim, he has fucceeded wonderfully,
that is., to adorn the doctrine of God' our SaY-iour· in all things.
May the L0rd enable us tJo ·do likewife, ~1!1 d: fill .oun Marts ~ ith·gratitude to himfdf, aL1d to a11· the. infumm~nts. of hiis unbouncdecb good ..
nefs I May we walk as 'children of fo many mereies ;.. and knowing
that we are but _fiewards _of thofe gifts of his. providenc<t fur which we
muft ere long giv.e an acc:omnt, may we be lbi to devote' ourfolves,
and all our enjoyments, to his praifo and glory, that ·we may give in
our account with joy in the day of our Lord Jefus !
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dear friends. and ben~factors in the direction may jufrly look
for fom~ account of this country, where the Lord in his gracious providence, through their inftrumen:tality, has placed_us; and we think
{)urfelves bound, in gratitude to them, to furnifh them with the fulleft
information in our power: but in this attempt we find ourfelves much
at a lofs for want of the Rev. Mr. Greatheeq's manufcript account of
thefe ifiands; which happened to be left at Otaheite, and which if
we had brought with us, would have been u(eful in directing our attention to feveral objects which may have efcaped our ~otice. · Notwithftanding the numerous invitations we have received to vifit ot~er
iflands of this group,_ we have not as yet feen it our duty to comply,
as, for want of the language, {uch vifits could be no way profitable to
the natives, and would have expofed us to fo ~any unneceffary
temptations.
Our obfervations mufi therefore be wholly confined to Tongataboo ;
the fituation, extent, and product of which are already fo well known,
that there remains but little to be faid concerning it. Captain Cook's
account is in general fo accurate as to render very little addition or cor.:.
recl:ion neceffary; however, a fpace of many years which has elapfed
fince his laft voyage, has ·produced fome changes which it m_a y not be
improper to communicate. On our arrival we found few of his old
friends remaining, and !heir number has fince been reduced by death~
but his name is frill mentioned with great refpect by many of their
fucceifors, who recollect his favours beft0wed upon_them when in a
N N
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fiate of childhood, which they often relate in a manner that befpeaks
them to be by no means defiitute of gratitude.
The government of Tongataboo is fo complex in itfelf, and the
natives' account of it fo different, each takfog a particular pride in
exalting his own chief above others, that it is difficult to come at any
certainty concerning it. The following appears to us mofi confi!l:ent
with the truth.
This ifland bears an unrivalled fovereignty over the whole group,
Feejee not excepted. The inhabitants of Feejee having long ago dif~ov~ed this ifland, frequently invaded and committed great cruelties
m it; but in an expedition which the Tonga people made againfi
~hem lat~y, under the command of Toogahowe, Filatonga, and
Cummav1e, they completely routed and brought them into fubjection~
fo that they now pay tribute to Tongataboo on certain occalions, the
fame as the other iflands, of which we faw an infiance at the death of
Mo_:?tno'Oe. Tongata-boo is divided into three large difiricl:s, viz.
n.heefo, at the north-weft end, over which Dugonagaboola reigns with
abfolute fway. Mooa, the middle difrrict, is under the fame fubjechon to Futtafaihe ; and Vah'arlo has the fame power over Ahoge,
:fituate at the fouth-ea~ part, each clail}ling a righ.t of difpofal over the
lives and property of his own fubjects, which we have feen exercifed
mofi defpotically. Thefe di.ihicts are fubdivi<l~d into many fmaller
ones, which have their refpcctive chiefs prefiding over them, and exercife the fame authority as the fuperior chiefs, to whom they are
neverthelefs, in fome cafes, accountable for their conduct; fo that the
whole refembles the ancient feudal fyfiem of our ancefiors, The government feems to have been formerly more in the hands of the
Futtafaihes than at prefent. Upon the death -of the late Poulaho
father of the prefent Futtafaihe; Duatonga being then a minor:
the intolerant ambition of his widow, Mahoofe, of the Toubou ( or
rather Doubou) family, led her to attempt extending her power in fome
_particulars further than any of her predece!fors had done. This was
tamely fubmitted to by all the other .chiefs, except Feenou T 0ogahowe,
:i
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now Dugonagaboola, fon of Moomooe, and nephew of Feenou, the
celebrated friend of Cook : he at that time reigned over Eooa, and
rejecting her propofals, declared war againft her, contrary to the remonfirances of all his friends ; he however fucceeded, drove her entirely from this ifiand to Vavao, whither he alfo followed,_ and
havincr reduced her to fubmiffion, left her there, where fhe foll re..
b
mains· in a fiate of exile.
The people ftrlly anf wer to the moil favourable reprefentations
the world has ever received of them ; for furely no appellation
was ever better applied than that given to them b_r our countrymen, of which they feem very proud, fince we made them acquainted with it, and very fiudious to render themfelves more deferving of it. They poffefs many excellent qualities, which, were
they enlightened with the knowledge of the _gofpel wou~d render
them the moft amiable people on earth ; for mfiance, their bounty
and liberality to firangers is very great, and their generofity to o~e
another unequalled. It is no uncommon thing for them to com~l~m
they are dying of ltunger, and, as foon as they receive a morfel, to d1v:de
it among as many as are prefent, the firft receiver generally. leaving
himfelf the fmallefr iliare, and often none at all. When they kill a
hog or make any mefs for· themfelves , there is always a portion fent
to their friends, \yho return the favour as foon as their circumfiances
will admit; which keeps up a conftant friendly communication among
them, and which we have never feen interrupted by any quarrel~
during a fray of more than four months.
.
Their honefty to one ,another feems ummpeachable, though we
have no reafon to think the accounts of thei11 difhonefiy to firangers
exaggerated. The murder of children, and other horrid practice~,
which prevail among the Otaheitcans, are unheard of here. Theirchildren are much indulged, and old age honoured and revere?. ~emale- chafiity is not much efieemed among the lower orders, 1t bemg
a common practice with the chiefs, in our vifits ~o th~m, to offer
fome of their females to fieep with us ; the pratbces of our aban.N N 2
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cloned countrymen making ·them believe this a favour we could not
well do without. Our fir.fr refufal feemed ·to excite a furprife, but
has generally prevented a fecond temptation from the fame- perfon.
Unchafrity among females of rank, and efpecially after marriage, we
have heard is puniihed with feverity; however, we have ·not as yet
known an inftance.
Their marriages are attended with very little ceremony; the only
one we have feen was that of Vaarjee, with whom brothers Bowell and
Harper have been fome time refident. This was conducted in the following manner: A young female having attracted his attention, he
fir.fr informed his mother that he wifhed to add her to the number of
his wives. She immediately communicated this to the damfel's
father., and the propofal meeting his approbation, he clothed her in a
new garment, and with attendants, and fuch a quantity of baked
hogs; yams, yava3oot, &c. as he could afford, ihe was fent to her
intended fpoufe, who being apprifed of her coming, feated himfelf i~
his houfe, and received her in the fame manner and with as little
' : feafring on the
emotion, as he would have_done any other vifitor
provifions, and a good draught of yava, concluded the whole, and
the bride was at liber.ty either to return to her father till again fent for,
or to take up her refidence with her hufband, which, in t~is infrance,
fhe preferred. Polygamy is in co·m mon practice among the chiefs,
each of whom takes as many wives as he pleafes; but they are entire
frrang~rs to domefric broils, · which may, in a great degree, be owing
to the abfolute power each man has over his own family, every woman
bdng.fo much at her hufband's difpofal, as renders her liable to be
difcarded on the fmallefr difpleafure.
Their deities are numerous; and though we have hitherto been able
to fay but little to them on this fubject, we have reafon to think their
prejudices are frrong. Every difrrict has its own deity; an~ each
family of note has one, whom they confider as their peculiar pat--ron.
Talliataboo is the god of Aheefo, which being at prefent the moft
powerful,. he is .accounted a great warrior. Futtafaihe prefides over
•
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Mooa and Doobludha, Cartow over the difrrict of Ahoge; each of°
which deities are on certain occafions reprefented by the feveral chiefs
of thofe difr1:icts ; fo that we find their natches and other annual
exhibitions are not mere public amufeinents, but religious obfervances,
whereon they think the lives and health of their chiefs, for whom
they have great affection, entirely depend; as likewife the profperity
of the cotintry in general : expecting the fucceeding crop will be in
proportion to the offerings made at thefe times. They, have two
natches in •the year, one when their yams are fet, to procure the
favour of Futtafaihe; and the other when th'ey gather them in, e:x..preffive of their·gratitude. The winds they fuppofe to be_under the
control of a female, called Calla Filatohga, who, they fay, is-v:er.y
powe1Jul, but is little· regarded hy them, and is therefore fometimes
provoked -to 'blow down their cocoa-nut, plantain, bread-fruit, -and
other trees, and c·o mmils fuch ravages as oblige them t0 bring offerings of hogs, yams, and kava, in the moil: humble and fubmiffive manner, to a houfe facred to her, where a pei:fon is appointed t-0 perfonate her on th~ occafion, and receive the offer-i~g that is made. Thefe
ftorms . being very unfrequent, and generally over before appealing
meafures an; taken, the repref.entative is in little .danger o:£ being
detected of falfehood by returning a favoura,ble anfwer-. This
office of perfonator is. only tempqrary, being_always. chofen for the
occafion.
We . have feen no perfon amo~g: them that feems more religious
than another,. or any thing that could lead us to fuppofe there
is any fuch c;:haracter as a priefr among them. In all the offerings they make, each man kills and prefents his own facrifice. Their
frequent earthquakes they account for by fuppofing the ifland refrs
upon the fhoulders of a very powerful deity called Mowee,- who has
fupported it for fuch a Ieng.th of time as exceeds theii: conceptions. ·
This heavy burden often exhaufi:s his patience, and then he endeavours,
but in vain, to !hake it off; which, however, never fails to. excite a
horrid outcry over the whole country, that lafis for fome time after
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the .!hock is over: and we have fometimes feen them endeavour to
quell his difcontent, and reduce him to good behaviour, by beating
the ground with large flicks. Tongaloer, the god of the fky, and
Fenoulonga, of the rain, they fuppofe to be males ; befides thefe, they
have a great many others of both fexes, whofe names we cannot enumerat~, over earth, fe~, and iky, each acting in their proper fphere, and
fomet1mes counteracting one another, according as interefl: or inclination
leads them. They alfo acknowledge the exifl:ence of a great number of
fl:range gods, calling them by the general name of Fyga, among whom
-they rank ours as the greatefl:; and, when they think it will anfwer their
purpofe, they will read~ly ackn?wledge him as far wifer, and in every
re~pect better t~an theirs, havmg_ taught us · to make fo much better
fhips, tools, cloth, &c. than they have ever been able to do. Be/ides thefe, the!_imagin: every ~ndividual to be under the power and
~ontrol of _a _fpm~ peculiar to himfelf, which they call odooa, who
rn'terefl:s
h1mfelf. m all their concerns ,. but , like Calla F1'Iatonga, 1s
·
.
little regarde~ till angry, when they think he inflicts upon them all
t~e deadly d1f~rders to which they are fubject; and then, to appeafe
him, the relations and other connexions of the afflicted perfon efi _
. 11 'f h b
·
·
' pe
cia Y 1_ ~ e a chief, run _mto all . the inh'uman practices of cutting
off the1r ht_tle fi~gers, beatmg their faces, and tabooing themfelves
from certam kmds of food. Human facrifices feem little in
pra~ice : the only victims to fuperftition ·which we have feen are
already ~entioned in the cafe ·o f Moomooe; though, at our arrival,
Ambler 1rtfo_rmed us, that when a great chief lay fick they often
.fl:rangled their women, to the number of three or four at a time.
·W hen the odooa i_s inexorable, the death.of the perfon is inevitable
and fore, and the furviving friends feem for a fhort time inconfolable .
bu,t t_heir grief is foon changed into the oppofite extreme, and the;
run mto as great extravagances in their feafts as when the forrowful
paffions prevailed they inflicted on themfelves fufferino-s.
. _They ~elieve the immo_rtality of the foul, which at death, they fay,
IS immediately conveyed 111 a very large fair-failing canoe to a diftant

SEPT.]

TO THE SOUTH-SEA ISLANDS.

-2 79

country, called Doobludha, which they clefcribe as refembling the
Mahometan paradife. They call the god of this region of pleafure
Higgolayo, and eil:eem him as the greatefl: and mofl: powerful of all
others, the refl: being no better than fervants to him. This doctrine,
however, is wholly confined to the chiefs, for the tooas (or lower
order) can give no account whatever; as they r~ckon the enjoyments
of Doobludha above their capacity, fo they feem never to think of
what may become-of them after they ha~e ferved the purpofes of this
life. We have not been able t-0 learn what ideas they form of the
origin of their exifl:ence, or any other parts of th,e creation ; when
[po ken to on thefe fobjeds they feem quite loft; this may, h?wever, be owing to the ina-ccuracy of our expreffions, arifing from at1
' imperfect knowletlge of the language, which has hitherto prevented
us from oppo:fihg aRy of thofe g-r-ofs abfurdities. But we look forw.a_rci
to that happy day when the glorious fun of righ.teoufnefs will arife,
and turn this fhadow of death into the morning.
The produce of this ifland is already fo well defcribed, that it feems
unneceifary to fay thing of it here. We have been able to add very
little to it. Our feeds, which have been fown in different parts, bid
fair to do well : this induces us to think any kind of European feeds
- would thrive here, were it not for the rats, whi~h defrrOJ them as
they appear above ground. Rats, with hogs, .dogs, and gu~oes,
were the only quadrupeds we found here. The cattl~ left by Capt.
Cook have been all defl:royed f.ome years ago : the horfe aBd· mare
having been firfl: gored by the bt!ll~ gave the natives an idea of his
furious temper, and put them in terr-or for themfelves ;, thei:efore, to
prevent any bad accident taking place, they defiroyed him, with
the -cow and three young ones, which, they informed· us, were al1
they had produced, except one young bull which had been prev-ioufly
taken to Feejee. Captain Wilfon, i-n his fecond· vifit,. has left us
ejght goats, three -cats, and an Englifh dog, of which the natives
are very fond, and which we hope will be u:leful in their proper
-places. The death of a ram at Otaheite prevented us from receiving

·.

tSo

•
...

SEPT.]

FIRST MISSfONARY VOYAGE"

any iheep, which-we e.fieem -a ;great ·1ofs, as. there is abundance of
excellent food for thofe ufeful animals in the mo.fi neglected parts of
this iil~nd, and they-might in time prove .a great advantage to the
natives, not only by fupplying their deficiency of food, from which
many of them fuffer much at prefent, but by leading them· into habits
of induihy, to_which they are ft.rangers ·; for th01:1gh they are more
induftrious than mo:fl: of their ,neighbours fcattered about this fea, far
the greater part of their time is fpent in idlenefs. This conjecture
receives much ftrength from the earne.fi defire they exprefs for. our
woollen clothes·, efpecially blankets; which induces us to think, if
-they had the materials, and the leaft hint how to make ufe of them,
they w;uld foon endeavour to ma1;ufacture them-themfelves.
·
The foil is every _wh_ere prolific, and confifts of a .fine rich mould,
.upon an average about.fourteen or fifteen inches deep, free from .fiones,
except near. t,b.~ _b each; vvhere cora) rocks appear above the · furface.
Beneath this mould is a red loam four br five inches thick ; next is a
very .fii:o,ng bl'ue 'clay in f mall quantities ;" and in fame places has. been
found a black ear:th, whjth emits a very fragraf!t fmell refen:ibling
bergamot., but it' foqn e:vaporates ·when expofed· to the air.". The air
is pure and wholefome, much iharper in the winter than we expected
t0 have found it, efpecially when the wind is from the fouthward;
but for want of a thermometer, which happened to be broken, we
have never been able to afcc;rtai1i its true fiate.
But we mutt conclude , our prefont account, hoping our next will
contain fomething inQre intereihng ~n<!l entouragi,ng to our dear friends,
whofe·prayers we earne.fily entreat in our behalf; ·for furely never men
in the world .fiood more in need of their aili.fiance in this refpeel: than
we do. Our work is great, our .firength is fmall, very wenknefs itfelf;
our enemies are crafty and powerful, but none we find fo dangerous as
thofe of our own houfe, thofe evil hearts of unbelief that are always
ready to draw us from the God of our ftrength, who is the rock of our
falvat ion. But if God be for us, who -can be agaiq.fi us? He bids
us fear not: and we have not ,only the affurance of his wo~d, bu,t

'

alfo the teftimony of his providence, that he is with us> and will
never leave us nor forfake us. Well then may we go on in divine
.firength, rejoicing in the profpecl:s of greater tribulations than w~
hav~ hitherto experienced., or at prefent have in view:; trufting him
that in every conflict which we m~y be ·called on to fu.fiain under
the banner of the glorious Captain of our falvation, we ihall grow
{l:ronger and .fironger, and at length be brought off the field more
than conquerors through Him who hath loved us, ancl given himfelf
for ·us..
The Duff is now unmooring. We feel all the anguiih that is con-fequent upon a feparcl:tion of friends who are bound toge~her by fuch
endearing ties as ihall endure when thofe· of nature ihall be for <?Ver
diffolved. Befides our dear captain, we cannot but e:ll:eem many of
the officers and crew as children of the fame family with ourfelves :
all of whom, ourfelves, .and all our ·concerns., both for ..time .and
eternity, we defire to ·r efign to the fovereign difpofal of our ,gracious
heavenly Father, and to the word .of his grace, wh~ch is able to keep
us from falling, .and give us a~l an inheritance among them that are
fancti.fiecl. through faith which is in Jefus Chri.fi. Farewell. May
grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied to all who love our Lord Jefus
Chri.fi in fincerity, a:nd are (eeking .the advancement.of his kingdom
-and glory! Amen.

\
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CHAPTER XVII.

TranfaEions at Tongataboo during the Ship's Stay.
THUS far I have written from the brethren's journal, judging that,
though repetitions would unavoidably occur by this plan, the incidents related as they happened would enable thofe intere:fl:ed to form
a better idea both of the natives and the real fituation of the miffionaries, than by any other method I was able to purfue; for perhaps
from things which I might have paffed over, fome ikilful friend
woulc.l draw ufefol and interefi:ing inferences.
An~ as f have brought it up to the day we left thofe dear fervants
of our bleffed Lord, there remains but little ~o be faid concerning
what paffed at the !hip; as during this fray, which was twenty days?
the whole was fpent in one continued intercourfe of friendfhi p and
fervice between us a~d the ~atives: every day we were vifited by fome
or other of them; they laid us in a very large fea-fi:ore of fine yams,
and as many hogs as we were willing to accept ; for the .fi:ock of
thefe which we had brought from Otaheite was frill fufficient to take
to fea. Some boars and fows of the larger fize w·e exchanged with
them for others, and had the fatisfacl:ion to hear that a fow thus
exchanged to Vaarjee, Bowell and Harper's chief, had a few days
after farrowed nine pigsL For articles of iron they will venture any thing. On our firfi: ar!ival an iron hoop was fi:oJ.en off the
windlafs end ; but as no perfon was fuffered to come on board till we
got it again, it was returned ne~t day by. FuttafaiheL Several other
things of Iefs confequence were fi:olen, but as the captain 'did not like
to break the harmony which fubfified for the fake of them, they wer~
never recovered . .J\mong other things, the cook's axe was fiolen; and

r
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to give our friends an idea of the fmall value of a few glittering guineas in the eyes of thefe people, when put in competition with a ufeful
iron tool, the captain gave the cook ten new guineas to purchafe another
axe from the natives; but his endeavours to make fuch a purchafe were
vain, they only laughed at him for his ofilr. Befides ir~n, our cloth and
fmall blue and green beads were in high efiimation among them; and
fome of them even defired us' to bring fuch on our next vifit. They
alfo valued nails, efpecially of the larger fort. But it may be obferved
th~t they are fo fcrupulous in dealing, that they generally fiand for th~
full value of eve~y thing.
The captain was never on !hare, and each of us was only permitted
one day at Mooa~ for pleafure. As we refufed to have any diverfions
acted for our entertainment, leil: the idea of pleafing might lead
them · to exceffes inexcufable on our part, none of th~ir cufioms
of this nature were witneffed by us, but I fuppofe them to be fully
defcribed by Captain Cook. The day before we failed I went to
Mooa in the pinnace, a~companied by Mr. Falconer, Mr. Robfon,
and my brother James Wilfon. Several hundreds of the natives lined
the fhore, part
them entreating us to go firil: to Futtafaihe, and
the other part for us to vifit Dugonagaboola fir.ft. As I had previoufly
promifed the former, we repaired to him, and were recei~ed ';Vith
great c~remony; and when we had fpent fome time with him we
vifited the other chief, whom we found near the beach, feated· with
about an hundred others . round a bow1 of kava, part of which
they offered to us; but the gee root only fuited our tafi:e. This, being
·what they conclude their morning's repafi 'with, is fwt:;et as fugarcai;ie, and gr~atly refembles it, ·being only a little more pafty. Both
chiefs treated us well ; Futtafaihe roafied a large hog for our dinner,
after which he accompanied us to the :fiatookas of his anceil:ors: they
lie ranged in a line 'eafiward from his houfe, among a grove of frees,
and ar~ many in number, and of different conil:rucl:ions : fame, in a
- fq_uare form, were not in the leafi raifed above the lev~l of the common ground; a row ef large fiones formed the iides 1 and at each
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corner two high ftones were placed upright at· right angks to each
other, and in a line with their refpective fides : others were foch as
the brethren defrribe that of Moomooe to be : and a third fort were
built fquare like the firft·; the l~rgeft of which was at the bafe one
hundred and fifty-frx feet by one hundred and · forty; it had four
fteps from the bottom to the
Top.
top, that run quite round the
pile : one ftone compofed the
height of each frep, a part of'
it being funk in the ground;and fome of thefe ftones in the.
wal1 of the lower are immenfely.
-=
large;. one, which I meafured,.
was twenty-four feet bytwelve,
f rofile of the Steps ..
and two feet thick;. thefe Futtafaihe informed us were brought
in double canoes from the iiland
of Lefooga. They are coral ftone, and are hewn into a tolerably
good fhape, both with refpect to the ftraig htnefs of their fides and
fl.atnefs of their forfaces. They are now fo hardened by the weather,
that the great difficulty we had in breaking a fpecimen of one corner
made it not eafy to conjecture how the. labour of hewing_ them at' firib
had been effected; as, by the marks of antiquity which fome of
them bear, they muft have been built long before Tafman fhewed the
natives an iron tool. Befides the trees which grow on the top and fides
of moil: of them, there are the etooa, and a-variety-of other trees about.
them; and· thefe, together with the thoufands of bats which hanoon their branches, all contribute to the awful folemnity of thofe fe~
pulchral manfions of the ancient chiefs. On 01;1r way back Futtafaihe told us that· all. the fiatookas we had feen were built by his
anceftors, who alfo lay interred in them ; - and as there appeared- no,
rceafon to doubt the truth of this, it proves that a fupreme power ih
fl.!.he government of the ifland muft for many generations have been in.
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the family of the Futtafa.ihes: for though there were many fiatookas
in the ifland, the brethren, who had feen moil: of them, faid they
were not to be compared to thefe for magnitude,. either in the pile or
the fiones which compofe them.
One of his wives was lying-in at this time, and we were con- ·
ducted to the apartment where fhe was: it was extremely neat 1 and the
floors were covered with mats. Both herfelf and the child had their
:fkins .coloured with turmeric, which gave them a glittering appearance, and they faid this was their cuftom with women in childbed.
She liad· frveral female attendants ;· ~nd · though Futtafaihe has many
other children, all the people feemed elate and glad on this occafion.
During· our fray we vifited feveral_chiefs of both (exes, and received
prefents from. each of them.. As: the evening approached we took
our leave, and returned to the :!hip..
·
Mooa is a beautiful place, efpecially where Futtaf'aihe's houfe ftands~
Proceeding from the_lagoon about a quarter of a mile through fenced
lanes, a f p;cious fquare green about half a furlong wide op~ns itfelf;
at the farther end of which the dwelling fiands: on the fame green,
which is as fmooth as if rolled, a few large fpreading trees grow in
an irregular difpo:Gtion, which .add much beauty tp the fcene. On
the eaft fide is a: neat fence enclofing the long grove where the fiatookas
:ftan1; on the weft are the dwellings of different chiefs in their enclofures ; and. along · the north qi;- l6~er fiµe of the f quare, the great
road runs from one end of the iiland to- the 0ther :. this road is in
general about fix or feven yards wide, , but eaft~ard from the green,
and for half a mile, it is not lefs than fixty__ yards wide. In this part
there is a range of trees as large and fpreading as the largeft Englifh
0aks ; :and· as their branches meet at the top, and quite exclude the fun'.s
rays, a· pleafant walk is afforded by- their fhade. Clofe by thefe>
\>rothers Buchanan and Gaulton are fituated •.
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CHAPTER. XVIII.
Pajfage from Tongatab.oo to China.

ON

Thurfday morriihg, the 7th of September, we weighed, and
failing from Tongataboo by the northern paffage, paffed clofe by
the fmall ifiands of Honga Harpy and Honga Tonga; thefe are
both moderately high, and appear fertile: at four P. M. they bore
E. S. E. twenty-two miles difi:ant. After which we fl:eered N.W. per
compafs one 'hundred and t:weqty-fix miles, and weft thirty-two
miles. Obferved at noon on · the 8th in 18° 431 S. and fuppofed
that a cur.rent was fetting us to the wefi:ward. From noon till half
pafl: five P. M. we fl:eered W. by S. thirty-nine miles; then hove to
for two iflands, the fouthernmofi: of which bore S.W. ½S. and the
northernmofl: W. by N. difl:ance from the latter [even leagues. The
former had a remarkable flat top, on which account we called it
Table ifland. A little before we hove to, the time-keeper gave
.the longitude· of the ihip 182° 51 E. Before dark we could fee
other iflands further to the weftward, and fuppofed them either the
fame, or very near to thofe, Captain Bligh firft fell in with after
leaving· Tofoa in the launch.
·
.
We had brifk gales and a hollow fea all the night; ab~ut fix hours
we lay with the !hip's head to the northward, then wore to the
fouthward tjll daylight; in which lafi: fpace of time we muft have
paffed clofe to a dangerous reef, named in the chart Providence
, reef; but as nothing of this kind was in :fight before dark, we had
no apprehenfion of reefs lying in our way; and even when the day .
broke we thought w.e had a clear fea, and at fix o'clock bore away,

and run W. N. W. about half an hour, when we difcovered fev~ral
.iflands befides thofe we had feen on the preceding evening ; and
perceived that extenfive reefs furrounded every one of them. In
viewing our• fituation from aloft it appeared very critical, and occa:fioned the ifland ahead ·to be called Danger ifiand. A little from
this if1and S. E. lay three or four fmall ifiets, and a coral reef extended about three or four miles S. E. fro~ them. · O1~6ur fi:arboard
quarter another reef trended to the . N. E. further than .we could fee,
as the weather was hazy. Thus were we running directly for Danger
ihand, and leaving thofe extenfive reefs upo~ each quarter, when
the fight of many more ifiands gave us rea{on to fuppofe that to
attempt a pa{fage through them would be haza:rdous, _if not·impratlicable. We hauled, therefore, our wind, fet what fail the :ihip could
bear, and tried to. work out by the way V{e came in. The gale in..
creafing, and the· fea running very high, ~e-had ~ittle hopes at firfl:
of gaining ground, or that the ihip would ~ay m fo heavy a fea.
However, ihe never miffed frays but once; the tide likewife appeared to be in our favour; for, after making a few tacks, at half
pail: nine A. M. we paffed to windward of the S. E. reef, and fi:ood
towards Table ifland. , As we ran along we faw a large fpace to
leeward free from reefs, which alµiofi: tempted us to bear away; but
proceeding further, the ihands to the S.
appeared connetled by
them.· Therefore 'we determined to get to the north by the,eafi of
them; though · there is · no doubt but, in fine weather, a: paffage
might be found as well here as among thofe through which we
afterwards had to thread the needle. All this day and the night
was fpent in plying to windward. On the morning of the 1oth
paffed Providence reef, which is a fmall fpot, and bears eafi: from
the fouth end of Danger 1fland. We afterwards paf1:ed the north-eaft
reef, where once more we appeared to have a clear fea. Table and
Danger iflands, of which we had the ·nearefi view, wore an afpecl:
of fertility, having the loftiefi: hills covered with trees to their" fummits. Obferved at noon in latitude 18° 23' S~
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· On the I 2th at noon we were in latitude 16° 42 S. and longitude
. · t-80° -30' E. ; half an hour afterwards faw land bearing foutb, for
which we hauled up, wi{hing to have fome intercourfe with the
natives. -As we ran to the fouth we had a reef ·on the weather fid6
juil: in fight from the deck, and a low iiland on our lee beam bearing
W~ by .N. The wind being E. S. E ~we juil: weath~red a reef lying
~aftward from .a fmall but high iiland ; and. il:anding a little .farther,
tacked iliip -clofe to the north-eaft reefs of what we called Sir Charles
Middleton's ifland, and·chofe the ground betyveen this and the beforementioned reef tq fpend the night in, as we had the bearings of
feveral iilands w her~by,.t:.G dire& us clear of the furrouncling danger.
. At daybrea.k on :the I 3th we bore away, and ran along the north
fide of Sir Charle~ Miqdleton's ifland. There appeared no op~ning
through the' re~f. though one might perhaps be found fomewhere
about:the jtlin,d; if dili,gei;i,tly. fought for; but on this fide there is none.
As we · rap. to the wirrg.w~rd,-, coJnpafs beari11gs were taken .of .the
ifiands and reefs; to afcertain their relative fituations.; and to the chart
-conftructed from thef~, with the he1p of .the time..,keeper and latitude,
we muil: refer thof~ wpo ,may either have to fail this way, or who
would improv~ the g~ography of this ,-part of the globe. L ea~ing
Middleton's ifl:and, we .fteered weft _per compafs four or five leag~es,
and p.cJ.ffed clofe .by -w:h~t ·we called Maitland ifiand. There were
nat_ive;s _.op a-the ·\)each with fpears in their hands; and the ijland,
which was mqdqately hjgh, feemed to' abound in the comi;non
pr.oduce; but, like thofe 'Ye .had already feen, was quite furrounded by
~ reef. Therefore: faiiiti-g thenc_e W. N .y.T. about iix leagues further,
we c~me n~ar -to the eaft end of another pretty large ifland, called
Rofs's iiland, where we faw vail: nuJnbers of natives affembled upon
the beach, and fmoke among, _the ti:ees ; but they alfo were quite
fecure, being , like their neighbours, il:rongly fortified with a furrounding reef.: Juft off here we obferved, ·latitude I 6° 48' S. and
l ongitude 1 80° 2_91 per chronometer. Many larger iilands were in
fight Jo leeward, which,. from .examination of ];3ligh's narrative., we
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w.o unded the plank, and beat it to fhivers. . Had the {l:roke been.
between the ribs of the !hip, it mufi: have gone through, and we
had probably never returned to adore the Author of our mercies ..
Thus the gracious Lord, who frill guarded us with a ihepherci"'s care,
was pleafed to :iliew us the infofficiency of human prudence ; and
that, except we are kept by himfelf, " the watchman waketh but
" in vain.>' O that he would give- us hearts of- gratitude and
thankfulnefs, in fome meafure proport.ioned to his daily mercies extended to u s his unworthy creatures ~
When the day fhewed us the dangers which lay liid on every fide;
it appeared wonderful how we had efcaped fo well, and 1:'1ade 1'.s
very defirous to get clear of , them as fafi: as pofiible. W 1th th_1s
view we fi:eered N. N.W. betwixt feveral fmaJl reefs, not larger m
circumference than the :fhip, and ·with fcarce a wafh of the fea upon
them. They feemed to extend on both fides of us, as far as we
could fee. When we had paffed thefe, and began to bring the
i:flands afiern, we thought ourfelves quite ·clear, and were regretting that we could have no intercourfe with the inhab~tants;
who, we -had no doubt, would have been willing to barter with us,
had ·we found fafe anchorage for the {hip ; for with thefe people the
Friendly iflanders carry on a trade with the articles they got from ~1s.
At nine A . M. another ifiand came in fight to the N.W. for which
we fhaped our courfe, to try if anchorage could be found near it ;
and the weather fide appearing on our approach to be clear of reefs,
it gave us hopes that the lee fide_would be the fame; 'b ut it proved
othei:wife. .At noon the body of the i:fland bore fouth, difrant one
mile, and our latitude by ob.fervation 19-0:. 41 1 S. longitude per chronometer i8o" 25 1 E. Along this· north fide, !here·being no reef, the
fea broke violently againfi the cliffs, which are high, and froin the
face of them huge fragments have fallen off; and lie f~~ttered at
their bafe. Thefe cliffs, efpecially'towards the north-weft end, have a:
lefs fertile appearance than thofe we had already paffed;. but towards
the eaft end the ifland wears a better afpecl:;. and at this part there
1
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were natives and houfes upon the top of the hill. Probably there is
low ground on the fouth-ivefi fide, where we intend~d. to anchor;
but coming to the north-weft point, we faw a fhoal clofe to us, and
a large flat ran S.W. off_the ifl.and: upoh which we hauled .our
wind; arid as this was the laft we faw of this dano-erous
group , itb
received the name of Farewell ifland.
·
Thefe are probably the fame as Tafman got entangled among, and
which he calls Pti'nce William's i!lands : however, it may be pre...
fumed that but · part of th.em have been yet, feen by Europeans, as
it was evident that many_large iflands lay to the S.W. the nearefi of
which we could but faintly diftinguifh, and fome were at a diftance
from the ~racks of Captain Bligh in the launch of the· Bounty, and
afterwards in· the Providence. ·
They dolibtlefs are connetl;ed with thofe which the people at Ton.:.
gataboo ·call the Feejees, as they lie · in the direction pointed out .by
them. In general they ~re high; and all we could diftincl:ly fee
appeared fertile: the loftieft hills were woody to their fummits, and
on the top of feveral was abundance of cocoa-nut trees, which on
fome iflands thrive only -on the low ground; Il(:)r is it here as at
Otaheite, where the middle· region- is commpniy nothing but -fun ...
burnt grafs ; for, from the beach to the top of the hills is one continued grove of trees, and many of them· have fruitful ikirts of low
land. The valleys of Middleton's ifland appeared deligh~fully pleafant, and mufi a:bound,. in all the fruits a11d roots common to thefe
parts of the world. In fome places we faw fpots of cultivated ground,
probably of kava.
· Coral reefs furround eve~·y ifland, and thofe which .lie .-near eadi
other are connected by them. Though there appeared to us to be n~
openings through thefe reefs to the refpeltiv~ :itlands they enclofe.•
yet we cannot venture to fay th~t there is no fuch thing, but think
it highly probable that by a more di'ligent fearch both openings and
anchorage might be found. But as the captain propofed making
fome il:ay at the Pelew ifiands, and had to reach China at a fpecified
l' P l
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time, we could not with propriety delay longer here in fearch of an
·uncertainty. Where we paffed clofe we faw many inhabitants, and
have no doubt but that they are all well peopled; and they muft
be an improved people in the favage ftate, for the natives of the
Friendly Iflands, who are unwilling to give place to any, acknowledge that the Feejees excel them in many ingenious works ; that
they poffefs larger canoes, and are a brave, fighting people; but
abhor them for their detefiable practice of eating their unfortunate
prifoners. They ufe bows and arrows in war; and from the blacknefs of their complexion, and the difference of their language and
manners, they are evidently a diftincl: race from the natives of thofe
groups where miffions are now eftabli:fhed.
16th. We obferved at noon in latitude 13° 131 S. and at five P.M.
faw the ifland of Rotumah, bearing N.W. by W. The weather
being at this time fqually, with rain, we hove to for the night.
At daylight next morning we bore away, and at half paft eight
o'clock ·were oppofite the north-eaft end, when feveral canoes came
off, containing from three to fix and feven perfons each. At firft
:they were :iliy, and kept aloof; but prefently fome bolder than the
reft ventured alongfide, and one with a fowl in his hand, taking hold
of a rope, dropped himfelf into the water, ahd was hauled on board.
He made figns that he wanted an axe for the fowl, by which we
immediately knew that there muft have been friendly intercourfe between them and Captain Edwards of the Pandora, who difcovered
this ifland in Auguft 1791 ; but it is probable that they have been
vifited by none befides, as they now beheld us with. much furprif.e
a nd wonder. This ·d ay happening to be Sunday, the rule we had
conftantly obferved while in this fea prevented trade between us and
thefe people. However, this man received an axe, a few fi:fh-hooks,
and other things, which made him leap for joy. Three others, encouraged by his good fortune, ·ventured after him, and fared equally
well; and it appeared that many more would have come on board,
had they an opportunity ; for obferving that we fteered rather from
3

SEPT.]

I·

TO THE SOUTH-SEA ISLANDS.

the ifland, they pointed towards a bay, as if defirous we fhould com.e
to anchor. As we ran down the north fide there appeared a good.
bay near to the weft end, where, if the anchorage be fafe, !hips
may ride fheltered from all but northerly winds; and perhaps cf
fouation might be found to lie in the fame bay·fheltered from thefe
alfo. This bay lies to windward of the highefi bluff hill, on the
weft end of the main ifiand; a high iilet lies direcl:ly north of this
bluff hill, and they bear a great refemblance to each othe~, being
both fteepefi on the north fide. Weftward of this lafi lie threemore f mall iflets, the largeft of which appeared to. be fplit in the·
middle, as if broken by an earthquake.
The main ifland far exceeds in populoufoefs and fertility aU that
we had feen in this fea; for in a fpace not more than a mile in
length we c_ounted about two hundred houfes next the beach, be:fides what the trees probably concealed from our view; this was at the
eafi end, and there was reafon to think alrnoft every part of it equally
well inhabited. In the fhape and frze of their perfons we could··
diftinguifh no. difference between them and the Friendly iflanders,
except taat we thought them of a lighter colour, and fome difference
in the tattooing, having here the refembfance of birds and fifhes,
with circles and fpots upon their arms and :fhoulders: the latter are
feemingly intended to reprefent the heavenly bodies. 'Fwo or three of
the women whom. we faw \Vere tattooed in this laft way:- at Tongataboo they keep the upper parts clear of all tattooing. The women
here wear their hair. long, have it dyed of a reddi!h colour;. and
with a pigment of the fame, mixed with cocoa-nut oil, they rub
their neck and bre.afi. The ~n who were on board appeared to
have much of the fhrewd,. manly fenfe of the above people, • and
many of their cufioms. One of them made figns, that in cafes of
mourning they cut their heads with !harks' teeth, beat their cheeks
till they bled, and wounded themfelves with fpcars; but that the
. women only cut off the little fingers, the men being exempt from it.;
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whereas at Tongataboo there is hardly -man or"woinan bi1t \vhat has,
loft both.
Their :fingle canoes ( for we faw no double ones) were nearly the
fame in all refpects as at the Friendly Hlands, being of the fame
ihape, fewed together on the infide, and decorated in the fame manner
with ihells; but, being ·rather · fhorter in proportion to their width,.
feerned not fo neat and well : fini:fhed. The only weapons we faw
were fpears curioufiy carved, and pointed with the bone of the fting
ray. The natives expre:ffed great furprife and curiofity at the fight
of our :£beep, goats, and cats. Hogs and fowls, they faid, they had
in great plenty, which, added to the evidently _fuperior fertility of the
ifland, and the feeming cheerful and friendly difpoiition of the natives,
makes· this, in our opinion, the mofr eligi~le place for ihips coming
from the eafi:ward, wanting refreiliinents, to touch at: and with
regard to miffionary views, could one or two young men, fuch as
, Crook, be found willing to ·devote their lives to the infi:ruction of
perhaps -five or fix thoufand P?Or heathen, there ca.n hardly: be a
place wh~re :they could fettle with greater advantage, as .there is food
in abundance; and the ifland lying remote from others, can never
be engaged in wars , except what broils may happen among themfelves. Its latitude is 12°31 1 S. and longitude 177° E.; its1ength,
in an eafl: and weft direcl:ion, is not above four or five miles.
From Rotumah we fteered N.W. by W. to W. and W. by S. for
eight days; and as we hove to every night, we had reafon to think
that no land lay within four or five leagues on each :fide of our track.
At eight A. M. on the 25th, we faw land from the mafr-head bearing
N.W. by N. and immediately fteered for it. The weather being
gloorpy, with drizzling rain, we had no obfervation for the latitude.
About five o'clock in the evening , as we drew near to the land, we
found that it conGfl:ed of 'ten or eleven feparate ifiands, two or three
of which were of con:fiderable Gze, and faw a canoe coming towards
us, in which were two men: they approached within hail, but would
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e:ome no nearer; they ftood up and brandiilied their paddles, and
ufing many wild geftures, hooped and hallooed in a har:(h tone, not
feemingly as a menac~ or defiance, but the effecl: of furprife and a
mixture of other paffions at fo wonderful a fight, ha-v ing, in all
probability, never beheld a i11ip before. They had _bafkets of fruit
-i n the canoe, and to them they frequently pointed, as if they wanted
to barter them; but if a conjecl:ure might be- allowed, I ihould
.rather think they meant them as offerings ; for if they really never
did fee a ihip before, they could know nothing of ou.r articles, northeir ufe or value. However, ·whatfoever they intended, fear kept
them at a difl:ance, ·th0ug,h we ufed every meth~d to_~llure them
alongfide. Nine canoe·s more were now coming off; but they alfo
acl:ed with the fame caution and fear as the firfr, keeping all toge- ther· afrern of the :£hip. - When we had got pretty near to the ifiand
we tacked, and !hould have paifed through among them, had they
.not perceived their fi.tuation, _and paddled to windward. After this
they were making towards· the largeft of -the iflands, when a heavy
fquall of wind and rain coming on, and obi-i ging us ~o beat before
it, we were fo near running 0-Jer fom.~ ~f theni, that the_me11: in one ·
:fmall . canoe jumped overb'oard ahd : fwam to another. ·when the
.fquall was ·6ver, we favv t-hat -th~y had al_l got _near- to tp.e :£bore,
.and that the deferted cario·e ·was not- far from us ·; we thtrefore·frood
clofe 't o her arid picked her up, "hoping to
a:~ opportunity of
i-eturning her the next day.
·
_
This canoe (and they all :feemed to be alike) was about twelve or
fourteen feet' long, and about fifteen inches broad, made of one tree,
iharpened at the ends, and a little ornamented on the upper pa-r t:
·the inftrument tvith which they had hollowed her had lefi: marks
as if done with a gouge~
_
Hav"ing put the :£hip under a fnug fail, we ftood to ·the eafl:ward
all the night, and at daybreak found we h~~ drifted con-Gderably tothe fouthward ;- but as we ftill expected to have fome-intercourfe with,
the natives, w ~ fet fail, and plied to ,w indward. -About eleven A. M •

h~ve
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we were pretty near to the largefi ifland, when five canoes ventured
off; but acted with the fame caution as before, taking great care to
keep between us and the fhore, to which they paddled after about an
.h our's fiay. Seeing them depart, we :fl:ood clofe in with a reef
which lies about half a mile from the beach, and feems to extend
fome -difiance from the weft end; and probably the iflands are connected by it. Where we were, we found feven fathoms; a fl.at
.coral bottom. Finding that their fears pi·evailed over their curiofity,
and that we were likely to have no intercourfe with them, we lowere~
the jolly-boat down, and intended to tow the canoe dofe fo the
fhore, and there leav.e her with a few of our articles in her. But
obferving that the fhip coµld not get near enough to clid the boat in
cafe of .an attack, this defign was relinquiihed, and we immediately
bore away.•
The largefr of this group we named Difappointment i:fland, and
the whole clufier Duff's Group: they are about eleven in number,
Jyiµg in a direction S. E. and N. W. fourteen or fifteen miles ; in
the m~ddle are two la~ger iilands about fix miles in ,~ircumference ;
betwixt thefe Jail: is a fmall ifiet, and to the eafrward are three iflets,
two of which are round .and high, the other fl.at and longifh. On
the _north-weft p.art of the group are five or fix more; fome -of them
h~gh. At , the eafr end of one is a .remarkable rock in form of an
·o.belifk. The fmall iilands are apparently barren; but t•he twG largefr
are ·entirely covered with wood, among which were fevera-1 cocoanut trees; but, on the whole., they had not the appearance of great
fertility.. The natives appeared frout and well made, with coppercolou~ed complexi?ns .; their l?,oufes are _-b uilt flofe to each other, and
not difperfed, cJ.S ~e-h~d ,been accufiomed to fee them: a horde of their
dwellings was on the fouth-wefr fide ·of Difappointment iiland. The
latitude of tpeJatter)~ 9° 57' S. and longitude I 67° E.
From Pq~'t QrouB -~Ve fiee~fd w_. by s ... .thir-teen or fourteen
leagues,, and on the following day obferved in latitude io0 41 S. and
w.ere .then jufr lo.ling fight of the eafiernmoft of the group, bearimg
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about _E. r 3° N. when we again faw land in ·the fouth-wefi quarter,
and fieered for · it, which proved to be Swallow ifla~d and Volcano
ifland; and further to the S. W. we could difcern Egmont ifland : all
thefe were difcovered by Captain Carteret. Befides thefe we difcovered
a low ifland, which lies about ·S.. S. W. from Vokano ifland, and fieered
to go between the two latter, but found that a reef ran from the
-fouth pa:rt of the low rfland; to avoid which we hauled to the
fouthward, then.bore away:; and freering W. by S. about five leagues,
faw two more low iflands bearing about W. by N'. difiant two or
three miles. As the moon was jufi now fetting, a~d we had reafo~
t0 think running ,i n the dank would be extremely dang~roqs, we hove
·to with the fhip.~s head tow'ards Volcano iiland. Captain Carteret,
in his Narrative, fays, that they faw fmoke, but no flame, iffuing from
this volcano=· but as we paffed it clofe, and even when we were at a
d.i.fiance,. we beheld it emitting a large and bright flame every ten
minutes; which was to me and many on board truly gratifying,
who had never before beheld fo grand a phenomenon. The height
of this v.olcapo is from the furface of the fea two thoufand feet and
upwards;; and its height is to its bafe in the proportion of one to
three; its circular form, with firaight fides and an apparently pointed
tQp, gave us reafon to fuppofe that it had received this form by fuc- ce.ffive eruptfoms_ of lava iffuing from the crater, and running down
its fides: and perhaps if this. ever was what naturalifis call a primitive
mountain, it might not originally be very high; its being furrounded
by low iflands 1 and its fimilar form to any common heap .of matter,
naturally enough fuggefi fuch an idea.
28th. At fix A. M. we had the weft fide of Vokan0 ifland in
one with the,weft end of Trevanion,s i:flan_d , bearing, per compafs,
S. 22° E. A-t -the fame time the eafiern extremity of Egmont ( or
Guernfey) ifland bore S. 43° E. and the extremities of two low iflands
north of us from N. 33° W. to N. 20° W. difiance of the volcan~ five
mil~s. Hence I conclude Egmont iiland of far lefs extent t.'han it is
f.aid -.to be by Captain Carteret. Variation 10° E.
Q....Q..
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· From fix A. M. till noon we :£leered W. by N. by compafs twenty~
1
three miles and obferved in latitude 10° 2 S. and longitude, cor,
0
I
d
h"
reeled from lunar :fights and chronometer, 165 ,s_ E.; a~ at _t 1s
time the volcano bore E. 29° S.; but we had reaion to think that a
confiq.erable current · fet to the northward._ Fr~m- noon we ~eered .
\iV. N.W. twenty-eight miles, and could JUft d1fcern Volcano 1~and
through the haze ; probably, had the weather been clearer, we might
have feen it farther off; though even now we muft have been diftant
from it near twenty leagues.
.
On the 2 9th and 30th we had unfettled weather, with thunder,
lightning, and rain. About noon we paired to the fouthward of.
Stewart's iflands : they are ~ve in number, of no great _extent, and
low. They were difcovered by Captain Hunter o~ his paifage to
Batavia after the lofs of the Sirius ; their longitude we make
162° 3~' E. On the following day we paffed in fight of New·
Georgia, and faw no more land for fe".'eral days~ On the 1 oth of
October we qoifed the tquator in longitude I 5?. E. where we had
the winds prevailing gener~lly from E. S: E~ to~- _E. ,and' fre~
breezes, From the line to 6° N. and betwixt ·the long1tud&s _of 15.0 ..
. d
o
e r und that the current often fet to the eaftward:; and
an 140, w 1 0
as we run down about ten degrees in the latitude of 7° ~. we experienced maqy calms; notwithftanding which we all enJoye~ an
almoft uninterrupted ftate of good health. .
.
On the 2 sth we came in fight of a low 1fland beanng W. by N.
and prefently perceived fome canoes coming towards us. A~out
· · A M one came alongfide without the leaft fear or hefitat1on;
nme . .
b
· d
~cq_uamte .
.b y W h .lC h free behaviour we J. udged that they .had f een
,,
. . ,,
with Europeans before; and their frequent mention o
C~p1tame
confirmed this ,conjecture. Thefe firft were follow·ed by f~:eral
more, who exchanged their fi.ihing-hooks ( made of :fhells) and l~nes,
and koir rope; &c. for a'ny thing that was given them: and when
everal of them were admitted on board, they, for a. confiderable
time, :{hewed no inclination to fteal. . However, thofe m the canoes
1
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g<l,ve_ us reafon to alter the good opinion we had formed of them, by
ftealmg the rudder rings; a thing which the fkilful Friendly ifianders
had ~ttempted in vain: and bcfides this, one fellow was caught
handmg a pump-fpear into his canoe. As we had been accuftomed
to fuch matters, ~e only/ drove .therp off the decks for thefe firfr
depredations; but while we fat at dinner in the cabin, we heard them
at ~ork trying fo_ knock off the bolt-head of the rudder rings: upon
wh1c~ the captam fired fome fmall fhot among them, which made
them mftantly fheer•off. Jull at this time WiHiam Tucker and John
~onnelly were difcovei:ed fwimming · clofe under the {tern, with a
-view · to m~ke t~1ei~ efcape to the canoe~, and by their fkulking appeared afraid of bemg fired at likewife.; · but the captain, enraged at
the former for his ingratitude and deceit, and willing to part with
the latter, told them, that if they chofe to go they might, for he
would not fire at them. · Connelly anfwered, " Thank you, Sir;"
a~d they both fwam to the canoes, and were received by the favages
with great fhoutings. Soon after, a breeze fpringing up from the
N • E. we refumed our courfe, and left them behind. Connelly we
had ?roug~t by force from Tongataboo for threatening the miffionaries.
D~nng his fray on hoard he had conducted himfelf quietly, and
being put on the fhip's books as an ordinary {earn.an, feemed to be
content in h~s :fituatio~, till · this lafr action proved his hypocrify .
The fa°:e might be,fa1d of Tucker, who being alfo reinftated, had
often_ fa1d that he was happy that he had. been taken again after
running ~rom the :fhip at Otaheite ; and perhaps he fpoke his fen ti.;.
11:ents, as _there was reafon to believe that Connelly had perfuaded
him _to this laft r~folution. · If Connelly was really a Botany bay
convict (as ~ have 1ince heard), we niay fuppofe him tb have been
actuat~d by two motives, the fear of :wonk,, and the fear of punifh..
ment 1f caught in England; ·a n_d as fot Tucl}-er, his conduct had
long made it evident that he was under the abfolute :nile of his fen•
fual pa:ffions; which is the more to be lamented for ilieJake .of am
~xcellent mother, of \V horn he was the oniy· fon. This fpot, on
Q_ Q_ z
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with joy by the favages. The canoe _that took him in foon put off,
and, as they paddled away, he :11:ood up and waved his hand, feemingly more elated than deprdfed by his change of fituation. The indolent life he had led at Otaheite, the u·nobfl:rucl:ed eafe with which
all his fenfual appetites had been gratified there, with his averfion to
labour, and the profpecl: of its neceility, which a return to Europe
held up to- his view, fi:rongly urged him to prefer a .lazy favage
life upon thefe unpromifing 1ilands to.his native Sweden, which he
knew to have advantages only for the indufl:rious. The following are
the articles which the captain gave him: viz. two h~nd-faws·, two
hatchets, one hammer, ten _looking-gla!fes, eighteen knives, three
hundred deck nails, two razors, and fome trifles befides; thefe, with
what he had of his own, particularly a bible, will, no doubt, make
him an acquifition to the natives, and may lik~wife be the means of
renderihg fer~ice to the other two, whom it was our opinion he would
endeavour ·to join. The natives of this group, their canoes, implements, and eagernefs for iron, &c. were exactly the fame as at
Tucker's iiland. · The afternoon fet · in gloomy and r;iny, which
-neverthelefs was not hindrance to the canoes, many' of which fol-lowed us quite out of fight of their own iiland; and as we obferved
them haul to the northward in a fquall, we concluded that they meant
to go to fome place in that quarter.
27th. About ten A. M. we came in fight of another low ifiand,
bearing S.,W~ and as -..v,e altered our courfe to go to the fouthwc1,rd of
it, when weft of us it fhewed like two di:11:incl: iilands, lying near
each other: here alfo many of the natives came off, and trafficked, as
the others had done. One thing we liad obferved as peculiar and re-·
markable, that hitherto in our range among thefe iilands no females
-had appeared; wh~nce we concluded the men either more jealous than
their ea:11:ern neighbours, or as placing a higher value on their women;
or, perhaps, they had at fome period fuffered in defending them from
1
Jicentious vifitors. The latitude of thefe fifl:er iflands ,is. 7° 14 N.
Jongitude 144° 5o' E. At four P, M. the latter bore E. by ~.'

· which they have choien· to pafs their days, is but a fmall ifiand on
_ the bofom of the deep, being not more than two or three miles in
circumference, and where the comforts and neceffaries· of life feem
fo fcarce, that we had reafon to think their whole fubfiftence con£.fl:ed only of fifh and roots, cocoa-nut, and perhaps the breadfruit.
The natives are not a fl:out race; their complexion is a dark copper;
their difpofitions lively. We faw no women. Their canoes differ
from all we had met before, being raifed high at each end, and
painted red: they have outriggers, and fail either end foremofr.
Their fails are made nearly in the fame manner as the fingle failing
1
canoes of the ·Friendly Iflands. The latitude of the ifland is 7° 22 N.
and longitude 146° 48' E. We named it from the runaway, 'Tucker's
ijland.
With light airs of wind from the N. E. we proceeded on our courfe
to the wefi:ward, leaving Tucker and his companion to reflect upon
the unhappy choice they had n:iade; a choice, . to all appearance, fo
replete with wretchednefs, that. we did not imagine a third perfon
couid be found willing to follow their example: but fuch is the
prevalence of habit, and the enervating influence of idlenefs over the
mind, that Andrew Cornelius Lind came to the captain, and begged
earnefi:ly to be fet on fhore upon the next ifland we fhould difcover.
To this requefi: not only confent was given, but likewife _a promife to
'let him have a felecl:ion of ufeful articles w_herewith to beIJ.efit the natives, and the better to introduce and give him importance among

a

them.
26th. When we had got about ten leagues farther , wefi:ward, at
midnight we faw another iiland bearing N. and at four A. M. faw two
more to the N. W. and as the day broke fhortly after, we counted fix
of thefe low iilands, the extreme points bearing from N. W. by N.
to N .. E. by E. : for the mo:11: foutherly of thefe we fi:eered, and foon
had a great number of canoes about the fhip; into one of which
Andrew, after taking leave of his fhipmates, went, and w~s received
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two leagues. Jufr before dark we fa w another ifiand to the W. N. W.
difrant three or four leagues ; and fieering to go to the fouthward of
it, the better to avoid any danger that might lie in the way, at midnight it bore N. N. E.
About four A .. M. on the 28th, we difcov~red other iilands,
and by means of· our night-glafs could difcern the extremes from
W.N. W. to N. byW. About this time it fell calm, which continued; and at daybreak we counted fix, which might, from their
:G.ze, merit the name of ifiands; and [even iilets, or kayes; to the whole
.of which we gave the name of the Thirteen ifiands. At the difiance
of one league their extremes bore from N. W. ½ W. to N. ½ E. by
which their extent may be efrimated. The latitude of the fouthern
part. of them is 7° 16' N. longitude 144° 301 E. About fixty
canoes came off at firfr, and afterwards fome of our people counted
one hundred and fifty in fight, 'each of which, on an average, contained feven men, which is one t_houfand and fifty; a11d if we add
half as many left on ihore, and double that number for the women
and children, the population of this group alone will amount to three
thoufand one hundred and fifty fouls, which, according to the appearance of the iilands, mufr often be pinched for food. Here, for
the firfr time, we got a fight of their women, who, to the number
of a dozen or more, came off in three canoes : in two they were accompanied by the men; the third was occupied by young women
only. . ·For a confiderable time they kept aloof,' whilfi their-own men
feemed ·t o eye them with attention; but obferving that we did not re• gard th~m with any particular notice, they were -~uffered to approach
within 1:1- few yards of the ihip, whic.h, as well as ourfelves, they appeared to furvey with delight. 'Some of them were well featured,
hav-ing neither very thick lips· nor broad faces, though inclining
to both. Their hair is blac~ and long. In comple~ion they differ
from the men by a fickly kind of whitiihnefs that is mixed with the
natural olive. As we faw them alm:ofi 11:aked, their greatefr orn.ament
and highefi praife was the decency and modefiy of. thei~ behaviour.
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Th_e greater number of the men were naked alfo : fome had a faih mat
wrapped round their middle ; others added an ornamental belt round
their body, near the navel: thefo belts are about an inch broad, compofed of bits of black and white ihells, bored and frrung after the
manner of-beads. Some of them wore a broad conical hat, in form
not much unlike that of the Chinefe. Thefe iflands feemed alike in
every refpect, no one appearing to afford greater natural advantages
than the other, except where the groups derive fome enjoyments from
neighbourhood ; and_ perhaps more extenfive ilioals and fmooth
water afford a covert where the fiih may ihelter from the ftorm.
Thus they may find greater refources than on the ifland that is folitary.
However, with refpect to ·articles of exc:;hange, they appeared to be
~qually fiored: of thefe the.'f1aple is koir rope, ,thirty fathom of which
we could purchafe for a piece of an old iron hoop fix inches long :
this rope is in gene~al about an inGh thick, and equal, if not fuperior,
in fireng.th to Ollr hemp-made ropes. As they every where expre:lfed
the mofr eager defire for iron, at the above price. we might, by
delaying a few hours at each ifiand, have almofi filled the fhip with
it; and would certainly have d'one it~ had we· k:abwn what we have
fince learnt, that it will frequently fetch a good price in China. Their
:fiiliing-tackle differs little from wl\atwe had feen in the eafrern ifiands;
but their matting was lhiking and curious, heittg wove and made in
the form_of a Spaniih faili, with a fancy border' at each ,end, wrought
in with black threads. The natural colour of t'liefe faihes is ·white;
but many of them are dyed of a beautiful yellow -With turmeric. 1t
is impo:ffible to behold thofi;neat-wrought failies,. and their rude ma- •
nufacturers at the fame time; without wondering, and withing to
know how they came by the 'art . . It is not· improbable that they
might have been taught by the Jefuit mi:ffionaries; two of whom
were fent by- the Spanifh governme,n t ~rom fy!anilla in the year 171 o;
but as the ihip that ~ook -them' thither wa_s driven awgy by q1e
-currents, the Jef~its were never heard·of more : however, others were
fent, who continued their efforts a few y-ears, tiH having informed.
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themfelves of the general"poverty of the ifiands, and certain that they
never could be of value to the Spanifh monarchy, they quitted them,
and :fince that time (about 172.0) they have been totally neglected.
This makes it the more worthy of remark, that through fo long a
period this ufeful art ihould frill be retained; and while it reflects
credit upon their original teachers, is an encouragement to our miffionaries to endeavour all in their power to introduce the mechanic
arts, as it proves that their labour will not be in vain. Turtle is
among the articles of their fub:fifience, as we purchafed one of about
twenty pounds weight for a piece of iron hoop about two feet long.
They manage their canoes with great dexterity, arid go from ifiand
to ifland apparent,ly without fear; from which free intercourfe, and
having no weapon, except a fling, among them, we concluded they
.had but few wars. Their language differs much from all that we
had heard before; and except a few words, . as, looloo ( iron),
capitaine, &c. we underftood but little of w~at they fpoke. Their
, numerals are as follows :
Englifh.

Carolinas.

One
Two
Three
Four
Five
Six
Seven
Eight
Nine

Iota
Rua
Toloo
Tia
Leema
Honoo
Fizoo
Wartow
Shievo

Ten

S~gga

We now,

Pelew rnands.

Tong
Oroo
Othey
Oang
Aeem
Malong
Oweth
Tei
Etew
Mackoth.

as it proved, had taken our leave of the Carolin,!.S, for
after the Thirteen ifiands we faw no more of them. To vifit the Pe~
_lew:s _be~ng our next object,
accordingly ihaped our courfe thither,

we
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but had rather a tedious paffage of nine days, owing to light and
variable winds.
November 5th. We obferved in latitude 7° 25 1 N.; and at funfet,
being about two leagues more to the northward, we thought that we
faw land in the fouth-wefi quarter; but could not be certain-of this by
reafon of the dull gloomy weather which at that time prevailed:
however, as we judged· ourfelves to be at no great difiance from the
iflands, we ihortened fail, and tacked to the S. E. The ihip now
having to contend with a head fea, pitched to fuch a degree, that the
fora-topfail yard broke in the flings : as this was of confequence in
our prefent :fituation, it was immediately fent down, and replaced by a
fpare crofs-jack yard, . until a proper one could be made. During the
night we had fqually and rainy weather, which lafied until near eight
A. M. on the 6th, when it became more fettled, and we got :fight of
the land, bearing W. S. W. difiant ten or eleven leagues. As we
were fieering towards it, we were fuddenly alarmed by the cook's
caboufe catching fire:- every· man infianfly exerted himfelf to extin' quifh it; and happily tq.is was foon effecred; though, had not
the forefail and rigging been wet' with rain, the flame blazed fo
fiercely-, that it is probable the !hip might have been burnt down to the
water's edge. This fire was occafioned by the cook melting his fat
in a carelefs way.
At noon we obferved in latitude· 7° 31 1 N. the extremes of the
land bearing from W. 30° N. to W. 25° S. diftance about eight
leagues. With a brifk. gale from the ·,fouthward we continued our
courfe until half pail: three f'. M. when we were wit'hin two
fhort miles of the reef which extends no great difiance from · the
fhore of the largefi ifland, called Babelthoup, divided into fevera,I
difiricts, each of which is governed by a feparate chief, acknowledging the fupreme authority of Abba Thulle. When we hove to)
we were oppo:fite to the fouthern part of the difirict of Artingall.
Two hundred perfons, or more, were collected upon the beach; and
prefentl y about a dozen canoes were feen upon the water t fome of
RR
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which were under fail, · and others paddling; but as the weather
· at this time wore a moil: gloomy afpect, t}:iree of them only came
far enough off to get alongfide. The natives in thefe pad a piece of
white cloth tied upon a fiick, which they waved as they drew near;
an emblem, as we fuppofed, of peace. They approached without
fear or the leafi hefitation, and fpoke to us as to a people with whom
they had been long acquainted; but their language was quite unintelligible; nor qmld we, even with the. help of Captain Henry
-Wilfon's vocabulary, make them underfiand one word, except a few
of their proper names; they. however kept talking_ very fail:,
accompanying their words with violent and fudden gefiures of the
hands and body, expre:ffive of their eager defire for us to anchor at a
place to the north-wefi, towards which they pointed; and one of
them, who we afterwards learnt was a rupack, with a clumfy bone
on his wrifi, came up the fhip's fide in great hafie to enforce the requefi, and was followed by two more, who were equally felicitous;
but all their entreaties, add-ed to our intention to make fome fray at
this celebrated group, were of no avail, as we could fee ·no place.
where it was probable that a :!hip could :tafely anchor, and we had
not Lieutenant Macluer's chart on board to guide us. On our
mentioning the name of Abba Thulle, they repeated it feveral times,
faying, S'Thulle, S'Thulle, and pointed to the land. The name of
Lee Boo was not fpoken; for they talked fo faft and fo conftantly, that
we had fcarce any opportunity to afk queftions; and probably the
·weather, which now threatened a ftorm, -kept him out of their
minds. As their comrades in . the . canoes bawled loudly for thofe
on board to rajoin _them, the captain prefented a few knives, lookingglaifes, &c. :when .they haftily, though reluctantly, took their leave;
· but before they paddled off they were at fome pai.ns to fhew their
gratitude, by throwing upon our decks with difficulty a couple of
cocoa-nuts, which was all they had: they then made for the fhore,
This was all the intercourfe we had with the Pelew iflanders, a
circumftance m:uch regretted by us, as it had all along been the
1,
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captain's intention to fray here a few days, for the purpofe of learning
~hat we-could of the inhabitants refpecting the expediency of fettling
. a miffion among them ; and to prepare the way for mi:ffionaries, by
difiributin_g fome ufeful articles retained in the fhip for thefe and the
Feejee people, from a hope of being favoured at both places with. fafe
anchorage and friendly intercourfe; but, for the prefent voyage,
we concluded every thing of this nature at an end, and proceeded to
make the be.fr of our way to China, cheri{hing the hope of there
receiving letters from our dear friends in England, to whom we now
thought ourfelves drawing near; though frill at the diftanee of many
thoufand miles.
·
.Soon after we bor.e away, and had fluped our courfe N. ½ E. we
fell in with an extenfive ·reef, trending N. E. about two leagues from
the north end of Babelthoup, and difcerned three fmall iflands lying
further to, the-N. enclofed by the above reef. When - we had run
ne.arly five· leagues, the northernmoft of the three bore S. W. by W.
and at this time we reckoned ourfelves pafi the north point of the
reef; and though very dark, with confiant rain, we continued our
eourfe for two leagues more, · when we faw two other iflands to the
N. N. W. and at ,only a fhort diftance from us, on which account we
haulecl. to the eaftward, and hove to till the moon iliould.. rife, which
it did about eight o'clock, when we refumed our courfo, and afterwards fell in with ·no more dangers. · If we admit the few which we faw of the Pelew Hlanders to be a
fpecimen of the whole, they are, in our opinion, inferior in external
appearance- to the Marquefans, the Society or Friendly iflanders;
t~y have not the ftature and fymmetry of the two firfi, and fa]l far
fhort of the mufcular, bold, and manly loo_k ,of the latter. They
apprnach the nearefi to t~eir neighbours, the Carnlinians,; for, like
them, they are neither a flout nor handfome race. Among fome
cuftoms which they feem to have in common at both places, ·is that
of flitting the ear, through which fome of them put vegetable ornaments, at leaft an inch thick. In tattooing at Pelew, their legs and
RR 2
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thighs appear as if they had been dipped in a die of blueifu
black, the fame as at the Carolinas ; but they mark their bodies alfo
. with figures, like fingers, or gloves. They appeared before us quite
naked, without feeming confcious of fhame, and :!hewed their
kindnefs and hofpitality by the earnefi invitations they gave us to
vi:fit their habitations.
From November 7th, when we left the Pelew iflands, till our
arrival on the coafi of China. nothing very intereiling occurred.
The winds w:ere fo unfettled, that we experienced hardly any thing
like the N. E. monfooh, until within two or three days fail Qf the
Bafhees, the mofi fouthern of which we faw the evening of the 17th:they appeared to be very high, and difiant about ten _leagues. Having
no chart on board upon the accuracy of which we could depend, we
kept our wind for the night, flretching to the northward. At daybreak, fuppo:fing that we could clear the northern rocks, we bore
<;1.way weft, and with a little alteration of our courfe, failed clofe paft
the northernmofi ifle, which lies in the latitude of 2 1 ° N. longitude
I 22° 6' E.
The Bafhees confift of fix or feven iflands; two to the S. E. are
high; fome of the others are of.moderate height.:. the moft northern
except one is high and craggy at top ; and between thefe two lie
two fmall rocks above water. After paffing this giioup in about
21° 1o' N. we fteered W. N. W. ¾ N. twentr-five leagues, theR
reckoned ourfelves in latitude 21 ° 42' N. and longirude 121 ° E. the
fouth point of Formofa bearing at the fame time N. f E.; we faw the
rocks· which lie to the S. E. and had a good ·birth of them as we
paired.
·
·
20th. We got into foundings, and paired feveral Chinefe fifhingboats. The next day, ar feven A. M. being within two or three
leagues of the Great -Lemma,. a pilot came ~n board : at firfi he
afked about one hundred doliars to take us to Macao road, but afterwards accepted thirteen, befides giving us two fine fifh .
., 21ft. At ten A. M 1· we paired between the Grand Lemma and

.
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Potoy, and leaving all the iflands, · except Lingting, to the fouth of
us, we failed through with .a fine eafierly breeze: At three P. M.
~ame in fight of Macao, and at half paft four anchored in the road,
the town bearing W. two leagues . The pifot was · then dif.charg€d,
and a fignal made for·another;' and that no· time might be· delayed,
our own boat was !owered down, and 'an officer difpatched' cm ihore
to bring a proper pilot off, as alfo to learn what European :!hips were
at Canton; but to our great mortification we found that not one had
as yet arrived, confequently there were no letters for us. Nor was
this the only difappointment: the Chinefe had lately refufed to
permit any veirel up to Whampoa, except fuch as brought cargoes
thither. One :!hip from Port Jackfon had been lying fix weeks in the
Typa, at the entrance of the river, and had not as yet obtained leave'
to proceed upwards; and on our applying to the mandarin at Macao,
}Ve were told, that, as we had brought no cargo, no pilot would be
fent on board until the Honourable Company's fupercargoes could
prevail on the Chinefe government_at Canton for a pairport. The
boat, however, brought us a variety of refrefhments, of which,
though received as very falutary after a long pairage, we did not ftand
in fuch need as many preceding navigators who had neither failed the
difiance, nor been fo long at fea as ourfelves. We had run from the
time ofleaving England upwards of thirty-four thoufand miles, and
had been ot\t fourteen months, eleven of them at fea; yet in all this
time we _h ad fcarcely experienced any ficknefs, and were at prefent·,
to a man, in good he~lth. We never made ufe of antifcorbutics, as
malt, fpruce, &c.; but being a crew fmall in numb~r to what are
ufually on board :!hips upon voyages of difcovery, we were enabled to
lay in a fufficient ftock of freih provifions at ~ne group of iflands, to
ferve , with a little reconomy, till we got to a place to procur~ more; fo
that _o ur failors always had freih meat at leafi twice a week; and for
n'early half of the time that we were in the South Seas they lived entirely upon the hogs of the different iflands; and we may venture to
4
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fay, that thofe who can be thus highly favoured need not be
folicitous about any othe;r antifcorbutics. On our arrival in port the
captain obferves, he was exceedingly fhocked at hearing around him,
once more, that great and awful name blafphemed, which, for
fourteen months, he had never heard mentioned but with reverence :
it was a found as grievous as unufual.
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XIX.

Occurrences at China, and Voyage home.

22d. EARLY in th~ morni~g Captain Wilfon went in the pinnae~
to Macao, to ende·a vout to have the ob.fiacles to our going up removed,
while the crew were employed painting the fhip, and putting her
otherwife in order ; and in a few hours we had the pleafure to fee her
look almoft as fmart as when fhe lefr Spithead. Towards evening
a il:rong gale ~ame on from the nqrth, and increafed to fuch a degree,
that in the 'courfe of the night we drove a confiderable way with both
anchors ahead. The next morning we were glad to embrace the
opportunity of the windward tide to weigh our anchors and run into·
the harbour of the·'J;'ypa, and moored clofe to the Britannia, ·Captain
Dennet, the fhip we mentioned from Port Jackfon. · A chop ( or
pa£fport) had ,this day be~n fent for ~hat veifel" to proceed for Whampoa, aqd Captain Wilfon judged it a good opportunity fof hi~ to go,
up in her., fuppofing that by being on, the fpot he fhould the fooner.obtain the leave he wanted.
On the 25th t_h e Britan,nia left the Typa; and that oµr fhip migh~
be in readinefs, we began to ihip the rigging off the maft-heads,
. which we ~xamined, and found .it neceifary to-put new cheeks to the
main-mail:. The whole, of the .rigging was thoroughly r.epajred ; ._and·
jufr as this work was upon the finifh, the captain arrived on. the 9th.
of December with permiffion for the fhip to. go-up the river ..
On the.10th vye weighe4, fr;om. tqe Typa, and, as.we worked out
had the pleafure of feei.ng three: large fh_ips at an½hor_in•the eaftern
road: thefe, we hoped, had, what. we anxiouily lopged for,. letters .
from England ; and f6 it proved.
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On the r 3th we moored at Whampoa, where we found fhips of
?ifferent nations, Swedes, Danes, Americans, and Englifh; of the
latter, belonging to the Honourable Company, were the Glatton,
Canton, Boddam, and. Arniftan, befides fome extra fhips. The
three former have recently fuffered much by a tiffoon in the China
fea, and were returned to refit. The 4rnifton had two or three' days
ago arrived from England, having touched at the Cape of Good
Hope ; and by her we learnt the political ftate of our native country.
We no,v expected to be three months at leafi before we fh~uld
recei~e our cargo, and be difpatched home, which we fuppofed would
be with a fleet compofed of Indiamen, juft at this time arrived. But
the fupercargo.es having determined to difpatch the Glatton, Boddarn,
and Amazon packet, they ordered an iinniediate furvey to be made
of our fhip, and the report of ·t11e committee appointed for that pur_;
pofe being, " That the Duff was in €-:xeellcnt orc.ld:,"-and fit to receive
" a cargo," Mr. R. Hall, the· head fupercargo, ' told <n{r eapt~in,
that if we could take in ot1r .Jaaling: and be ready to depart in the
courfe of five or· fix da.ys, he would difpatch us. This the captain ·
promifing to perform, teas were immediately ferit alongfide. But
though the fuip was in every refpect in very good order, fhe .was
by no means clear' for -receiving· a cargo; our hold was half full of
water-caiks, bread puncheons, t:ierces of beef, and various articles of
, ftores beyond our confumption, and for which we had as yet found
no purchafers ; fo that tb ·c:tifp9fe of t1lefe, and to remove them from
place to place as we advanced in our lading, gave us more trouble and
expended more time than takihg in the cargo itfelf. However, · by
the 31ft of December we 'were completely laden, and in a fhorter
time than •perhaps ever fhip was before; and havi'ng, by the kindnefs
of the fupercargoes, got over the difficulties whith the C.hinefe are
continually throwing in the way, we that Jame day ran down the
river, and joined the other fhips at a place called the Second Bar,
juft as they were get.ting uhder fail.
The fingularity of our manners at China could not fail to attract
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notice; and as all immorality was utterly difcountenanced, not an
oath fworn, and an appearance of unufual devotion maintained, the
company we had now joined were pleafed wittily to new-chriften
the Duff, and called her 'The 'Ten Commandments.
January 2d, 1798. We got down to Macao, where we found
three Englifh men of war, and feven of the Bombay cotton fhips,
at anchor, waiting for us to fail with them.
The Honourable Company~s 'fhip Glatton, com~anded by Charles
Drummond, Efq. was appomted to convoy us hbme, to take the
country fhips boun4 to Bombay under his care; and the Fox and La
Sibylle were to accompany us for a few leagues down the China fea.
Every thing _relative to the fleet's departure being arranged, and the
fhips in readinefs, early on the 5th we put to [ea, with a frefh gale
from the north, and found that the Duff was fully competent to keep
up with them, · though we had been apprehenfive of this, as our
Indiamen are remarkable for their faft failing, efpecially when it
blows hard.
Our palfage down the China fea was as favourable as we_ could
have wifhed it to be. Some tiine in the courfe of the firft night the
frigates left us, and we faw them no more•.
On the 1oth we paffed Pulo Sapata, and, continuing our courfe f qr
the ftraits of Malacca, at ten A. M. on the 14th we came in fight of
the Malay coaft; at the fame time faw a ftrange fail ahead. Having.
heard that an enemy's fquadron was cruifing in the ftraits, we at firft
thought this might be one of thein fent to look out; and this feemed
the opinion of our commodore, for he 1n;.ade the fignal for the fleet
to prepare for acl:ion, and that one of the fafteft failing fhips fhould
chafe. But we foon recognifed her to be a Portuguefe veffel
which had departed from Macao three days, before us. In the
aftern~on we rounded Cape Romania, and fpoke a fhip from Benga!
that was at anchor ·under the lee of the point, which removed aij our
fears of an enemy. The ftraits of Malacca are accounted dangerous
to navigate in the dark; however, as the wind was fair, our commos s
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dore kept the fleet running all the night. Next day we had calms,
which obliged us to anchor; but •a breeze fpringing up at N. E. we
foon weighed, and the wind increafing at midnight, we paffed the
Water iflands, and at two A. M. on the 1 6th came to with the fmall
bower in Malacca road, in feven fathoms water, the flagfiaff on the
citadel bearing N. 64° E. the Outer Water i!land S. 39° E. diftant from
the town two or three miles. The reafon of our touching at this place
being to fill up our water, and gain information for the fafety of the
fleet, at daybreak in the morning the boats were hoified out, and mofl:
of the commanders went on ihore, but were difappointed in the hope
of intelligence, as there was none of later date than what we had
received at China. As this fpoke only of war, our duty was to pre·pare for all events on the paffage; not that we had fears. The ability
and care which we had obferved in our commodore, and the ftrength
which would be with us after the Bombay ihips had feparat~d, gave
us confidence. The Glatton mounted forty guns, and the Boddam
about thirty, and both ihips had a few troops on board; befides,
at the Cape of Good Hope or St. Helena we expected to join others
of the Honourable Company's ihips.
On the 17th we received about four tons of water, which is
brought off in ~ulk- by fmall veffels kept here for the purpofe. We
alfo received an addition 'to our live ftock, and could have bo-one to
fea this e~ening, but that the large ihips had not completed their
water ; and one of the fleet which had lain feveral months laden at
Whampoa had fprung a leak, and was obliged to ufe tedious and
laborious methods to find the place where the water entered. This
they happily found, and it deferves notice. as a hint to ihipwrights
and to thofe who are more interefted: by ripping the copper off the
under wales a bolt-hole was found left without the bolt ; an acl:: of
negligence which might have proved of the mo.ft fatal confequence,
had it not been difcovered.
·
Malacca in profpecl:: affords little beauty; the houfes, excepting a
few, have a poor <1-nd mean look; and the be.ft, though convenient,
1
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are neither large nor :lightly. The fortifications which furround the
town have originally been :!hong, but at prefent are thought too
weak to ftand the ihock of cannon planted upon them: to make up for
this defecl::, our countrymen, :fince the place fell into their hands,
have firengthened the lines and outworks, fo that they could now make
a very good defence. The fireets within the ramparts crofs each
9ther at right angles, three or four lying eaft and weft, .and as many
north and fouth. The .fhops are ihabby, prefenting for fale nothing,
that is enticing to an European ; and their market has all the appearance of a negro market in the Weft In~ies. Until the Engli.fh made a,
fettlement upon Pulo Pinang, or Prince of Wales's ifland, this city
was the only place of trade in the firait; and, from our earlieft
knowledge of India, is mentioned as a place of great importance.
They export tin, nutmegs, canes, &c. Provi:fions were at this time
fcarce and dear. The inhabitants are a mixture of Dutch, Malays-,
and Chinefe: the garrifon at prefent is Engliih.
On the 20th we failed with the fleet, and proceeded down the
firait until we came in figJit of Pulo Pinang, when the Bombay,-fhips:]eft us and :!leered for that ifland. Our fleet was now reduced; confifting only of the Glatton, ' Boddam, Amazon, and our own ihip.
31ft. We Jini.fhed the lafi of our yams, which had plentifully
fupplied us five months. We had a very good paffage, with few .
gales of wind, and met with no difafier ;. nor did we fee · a firange
fail to alarm us until the 16th of March, when in the morning we
made the Cape land, and fell in with •two tranfp,orts from Amboyna,
which joined us. At night we hove to, and waited for day to run
for ~able bay, where we were directed to fill up our water, and refre.fh the crew.
/
At daybreak on the 17th, after we had born away, one of our
boys, going up the main fhrouds to loofe the maiQ--topgallant-fail,
:£lipped his hold and fell into the fea; the jolly-boat was inftantly lowered from the fierr1, and providentially faved him jufi on the point of
finking: we got him on board, and though far fpent, after difcharg-
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ing a quantity of water, he foon recovered. · At three P. M. we
anchored in the bay, where we found a fquadron of men of war
under the ·command of Admiral Chrifiian; two outward-bound Eaftlndiamen, with 'feveral Portuguefe, Danes, Americans, and other
ve!fels. In the ~ning the health-boat came to examine in what fiat&
the crew were, and,· .on finding us all well, gaye permiffion for free
communication with .the {hore. After them the admiral's boat
µpon guard took account of the fhip, whence the came, &c. From
fome of the fhips they impre!fed a few men, but took none from us.
When they had left the ad~niral's excellent regulations, which are
giv.en .to aU ve!fels coming into the bay, they departed. In a few
days .we -h ad got what water and frock we wanted, but it was not
.until the 1fi of April that the fignal for failing was made, and we
J)Ut to fea, with the addition . of the tranfport Bellona to our fleet. ·
The fame day we got out of fight of the Cape, and fha,ped our
cot.irfe for the iiland of St. Helena, where we arrived ~n the 15th.
Seven Inqiamen, befides extra fhips, and two South~Sea whalers, lay
in the bay, all homeward bound;
On the r 6th the Albion, an extra fhip, was difpatched for England
by the governor, with advice of .t he fleet being on their pa!fage.
. On the· 1 ft of May we failed. .Captain Drummond, bei!}g the
fenior in .command·, had the charge of the fleet, confifiing of twenty
fail: during our ,pa!fage we .faw only two or three firange fhips. In
latitude 20° N. we fell in with a fmall Spanifh ve!fel from Cadiz,
bound to Vera Cruz .: ihe was made a prize by our commodore.
On the 23d of .June we faw the coaft of Ireland, weft of Kinfale;
and .on the day following put -int.o Cork harbour for a ~onvoy. The
Ethalion, Captain Countefs, . was _ap,Pointed for that purpofe by
Admiral Kingfmill ; and, ·after ~ detention of eight days by contrary
winds, we fet fail, and on the 4th of July faw the coafi of Eng]and;
On the 8th we paffed the Downs; on the 11th came to anchor in
the river Thames; and in a few days difcharged our cargo of tea,
which was· landed in as perfect order as we received it at China.

THUS have we pnifhed a voyage, in which the Miffionary Society,
a.nd our Chriftian brethren in connexion with them, were fo deeply
interefied. Their prayers have been heard for us, · arid eminently
anfwered: fuqcefs beyond our moft fanguine expetl:ations has crowned
our endeavours in every.place where the miffions have been fettled.
We have. not loft a fingle individual in all our extended voyage:
we have ·hardly ever had a fick lifi: we landed every miffionary
in perfect health : and every feama.'n- returned to England as · wellas on the day he embarked at Blackwall. We feel our · gratitude rifing - high·- to the Author of all our ~ercies, and cannot
but believe that every man who ·fhall candidly perufe the foregoing
iheets will join u·s in acknowledging the gracious providence that
hath fupported us hitherto ; :whiHl: the generous and humane condutl:9ts of this benevolent undertaking will be animated by the fut cefs
which hath ·attended their fir.ft attempt, to purfue with increafing
energy an object which appears fo fraught with bleffings to mankind.
The way into the fouthern ocean is now open, and the facilities for
enlarging the miffionary labours greatly increafed. The fettlements
formed will every day continue to widen their circle of influence and
ufefulnefs; and new and v~fi ·countries around them: equally acceffible, afford an inexhaufiible field for the mo.ft vigorous exertions of
Chri.ftian zeal. The more all c;ircumfiances are weighed, the more it
mu.ft appear that this hath God done : and can we perceive that it is
his work, and not at leafi confefs our obligation to further thefe, eftorts
to the utmofi of our power? It is to be hoped that every objection
to this ble!fed undertaking will be pow removed ; that the cautious
will confefs themfelves fa~isfied, and demon.ftrate their .app"i-obation
by a more iiberal affiftance, becaufe of paft delay; that the prejudiced will nobly lay afide their oppofition, and redeem.1,mfavourable
fuggefiions by immediate and generous acknowledgments that they
knew us not ; and that a million to the heathen, planned with much
· deliberation, invefiigation, and zeal, and executed with eminent fkill,
perfeverance. and fuccefs, bears. a framp of divine benediction upon it,
:3
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which ought to commend it to every man's confcience in the fight of
God. How much thankfulnefs, delight, and fatisfaction, it mufi:
produce in the hearts of thofe who have been moil: active in the fervic~, and ~uch e~ine~t benefactors · to mankind, I need · not fay :
their work 1tfelf 1s their firil: and higheil: reward. Having fini!hed;,as one ·of the ·inferior wheels in · this great machine, the revolution
which ·recei~ed its impulfe from the main fpr1n"g, I am for a while
repofing on th~fe happy !hores of Britain; ·-but my ·prayers will never
ceafe for the profperity of Zion, and for the furtherance of the mif:fionary labours, · of the commencement of whica· having -been a
favoured fp~cl:ator, I cannot but indulge the pleafing expectation of
abundant increafe; · and ·wait, with the multitude of thofe who believe
the p~omifes w~ll ,be fulfi!led in their feafon, to hear that ·His king~om .1s advancmg, who -:!halt a1Turedly receive the heathen for hi§
IQ.~entance, and the utmoil: parts of the ear-th for.his poifeffion, The
Lord ·haften it in his time f
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tl;e following Appendix of mifcellar:ieous , matter refpeding the
cotintry, its inhabitants, cuil:qms, natural hiftory, &c. :lh.o~ld any
thing . be advanced apparently different from· the .prec~~ing reprefentations of former vifitants, it will be proper to remark, that thefe
papers have been drawn up from manufcripts attended with every
mark of authenticity, and .fro~ converfations with a variety of perfons
who have been lately on the fpot, ·and whofe veracity is highly to be
refpected. It muil: be obvious to every intelligent perfon in fearch of
information, that fome are il:ruck with .one object which another
overlooks, and that the il:rongeil: trait of character and manners is
often drawn from the fimpleil: trifle, _w hich is ready to be difregarded
or not mentioned for its feeming infignificance; and where the fame
thing is noticed, inferences may be drawn by one concerning it, of
which another may entertain a different opinion. We hope, however,
on the whole, that the body of information hefe,sollected from thefe
fources will be found il:rongly corroborative of ·t he truth of the facts
in the preceding narrative, and cannot but afford fatisfaction to the
curious and inquifitive into the real il:ate of men and manners in the
ifles of this vail: ocean. We hope, alfo, to be able hereafter to prefent
a more explicit and full account, if it pleafes God to crown our
prefent expedition with any fimilar fuccefs as the pail:: and we cannot
but flatter ourfelves that the public, on an impar'tial furvey of what
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has been done, will confider the Miffionary s·ociety _as among the.
real beriefacl:ors to mankind, and fupport an undertaking which God
has hitherto fingularly bleffed; and which propofes, as"its firfr object,
the divine glory, and the falvation, temporal and eternal, ~f thofe whom
hitherto no man hath cared for. Names, feds, and parties, have no
place amo~g us-we mean nothing political, partial, or exclufive.
One is our mafrer, even Chrifr : we defire to know and tea!=h nothing
but him crucified ; to interfere in no contefr, to difrurb no government
efrabli!hed, or introduce any peculiar modes of religious wor!hip,
but to leave every man to the book of truth for his guide, in the fpirit
of meeknefs; tQ unite in one centre, Jefus Chrifr, the fame yefrerday,
to-day, and for ever; and to love one another, out of a pure ·heart,
fervently. Time· aqd better information, it is to be hoped, will dif:6pate every prejudi<;e entertained againfr fo benevolent an undertaking.

..
!J

SECTION

321

I-~

Country.

.THE ifland of Otahette confifts of"two peninfulas connected by a
. low ifrhmus about three miles acrofs; covered with trees and ihrubs,
but wholly uncultivated; though no part of the iiland feems more
.capab1e of improvement, and of admitting the plough if cleared
from wood. The larger, Otaheite Nooe, is about ninety ~iles in
-c:ircurrifererice, and nearly circular; the· leffer,; or Tiaraboo, is about
'thirty miles. They are divided into a variety of diftricl:s, in enumerating which · the former reporters differ, as proba?lY they are
fubjecl: to changes, and divided and fubdivided by the chiefs among
their towhas and relations . . I ihall therefore ~efer to the·map, as
containing · the latefr and mofr accur-ate account. The iiland has a
}:>order of low land reaching from the beach to the rifing of the hills,
in fome places near a mile: in others hardly a furlong, and in feveral
.points the mountain's abruptly terminate in high cliffs, againfr which
the fea beats, and form difficult paffages from one diftricl: to another.
The foil of the low lands arid of the valleys, which run up from_the
{ea. between the moutltains, is remarkably fertile, confifring of a
· ·Tich blackifh mould covered with bread-fruit, cocoa-nut, plantains,
evee apple, the youte, or cloth plant, and many others, which will
be hereafter defcribed. The mountains afford a great variety of trees
of all forts and fizes, and are, in mofr places, covered to their very
tops with wood, in others with bamboos of great length, an~ in fome
by fern and reed, which at a difrance appear like a fine green lawn.
The hills rife very fteep, and [\vell into mountains almofr inacceffible ;.
but every where productive of plantains, yams, and a multitude of
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wild roots growing fpontaneoufly, and fometimes ufed for food. In
· thefe higher regions only is to be found the precious fandal wood, of
two kinds, yellow and dark-coloured; from whence the natives
chiefly draw the perfume .for. the cocda:.nut oil, with which they
anoint themfelves.
The country exhibits a mo.untainous afpecl:, and rifes. very high
in the centre; but it is interf~cl:ed by narrow valleys, which receive
innumerable ftreams from the hills, fome of which fall in beau:tiful cafcades; and fill the rivers·, which meander tlirotigh them,
~rrtidft the verdant fceni::ry; to the fea. During the rainy feaf<?ns thefe
fwdl into torrents, and fometlmes loof~n rdcks and trees from the
'precipices, and carry them dotvn int9 the valleys, which they over.i.
fl.ow, and occafion ·much damage; · During the greater. part of the
year thefe valleys afford a paliage from Ot?e fi~e of the ifland to the
other, t~ough always.-·diffieult whe'n you afcend the mo.untains ; but
in the ·rainy feafon this· becomes impracticable, ahd the communica.::.
tion · between 011e. dift_i:-icl: and another' is 'kept -up by canoes., which
pafs within· tti.e te~fs in fmdoth water with grcilt facility; ufing thi&
precaution ·only, tl}at as the northemm0ft part of· the ifland' has a
:(l::eep rotky !hore-, and in blowing weather the landing is dangerous,
thofe who wi!h to go to windward proceed in their canoes weftward,
where they feldom find the trade wirid, and the fea breeze fets in
from the :weftward; the high land obftrucl:ing the eafl:erly wind·, arid
the ifland of Eirpeo lying in a direclion N. and S. forces a frefh
wefterly current up the fouth fide .of Otaheite, which wafts the
canoe-s to the ifthmus ;· where hauling -'t hem a-crofs-,. they are fore 0f
a fair wind home. This is at -prefent done on ro1lers and by ropes ;
\)ut a carriage witµ. wheels would wonderfully f~ilitate the o.peratio~ :
and probably, .ere long, a practicable , road will be formed for this
purpofe, as has been fuggefted by one of the miffionaries. .
, When the trade wind gets far to the fouth, and blows fre!h, it
. generally ra:ins on the fouth fide of the ifland, bringing the clouds
fi:om the. mountains of Tiaraboo, and emptying their coi:itents at
4
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Pappara and the adjacent diftricl:s. This occafions a great difference
in the .bread-fruit feafon between the north and fouth fides of th~
ifland ; as on the north the rain is lefs frequent and lefs violent, and
the trade wind conftantly blows, except when the fun is vertical.
_Hence the great bread-Jruit harvefr commences on the northern fide
about November, and ,continues till the end of January; whilft on
the fouth fide, in fome par.ts, it begins in January, and continues in
e:iifferent d.i.:fl:ri.cl:s till November. But though thi~ is t~e cafe with
the general harveft on ·both fid~s the ifland, ·!her.e ·are fome kinds of
hr.ead-fouit,' th.ough. {ca,rce, in feafon all the year~ efpeciaily in.
the difirict of A.tta:ho_oroo. Th.e -.diffefent :Cpecies of .the fame tree
amount <to thirty.. A:t our .arrival _in March we found plenty.:; it con- tinued .till ·we· left the'ifland in Auguft: 'they faidrit w.ould _be fcarce
for..two.m0nths.at Mitava~~
'
A.s .f001i1. as cyo.tl b.egiin. to afcend the hills, the foil changes from the
r-i<sp ;lG>am· in.to various veins _of .rem, white, dark, yellow,
blueifit
ear-th, clay, or mai:l: _in .the xed are found ftones refemblirig coF.,.
Ftelian or flint; but :bei,ng £uJl of .veins, though the;y will f¼-ike ,tire
with i.ftciel, they .break on a fecoF1d .ftro·ke. The white appears, a p,ipe.:.
qay:,-0r £uller's ,eavth; tl_ie dark, a fin,,e fait mould, .pr.ooably the!<il.eC3ffed
parts of vegetable fubftances ; the yeliow
mixed wit1ngrav.el; _,tha
hfoe a mady,f.tJ.bfta£1ce. .·~hefe are·all found im digging; teQ-,dr :tw€lve
feet, and ,tihe under.,..ftratum .app:erurs a .foft fag.d-ftone ..0f ~ 0-i:o:wF1iiih
1
colour, intermi:x1ed with hard.'1r0ck.
•
,.
•
The ·hills alfo _?,fford a blacki!h flone, w}:iich feems a lava, in
pieces .eig.ht or ten feet long, and from four .to ten inches t'hick; .of
which they formerlj made their fione tools : it is of a £ne .grain,
though not Y..er.y harcl, nor apt to fplinter; .:which <).t,1fwqed .he:O: th«
purpofes of ,the nati.ves, as they ,could thus bring .them.mare eafily •to
,an .edge; .but · at .every ftroke almofl: t1heir.. adzes xequired whetting;
and two-thirds of their time nearly was empioy.ed ·in:tb.is labour,
·The beds of the .rivers confift of ·ft~nes and graver; many of. which
~01_1tain a glaffy fobftance, and .will melt .io. .a. itron,g fire J other.s.ar~
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more infufible, and ·many" are found like pumice:.fione. · In powder
the magnet attracl:s many particles. This, with other high iil<!-nds;
has evidently a volcanic origin.
·
·
..
·
In the difiricl: of Matavai then~ is a fingular cliff, · called 'Peeha ; .
'Which- one of the miffionaries defcrib'es ·as formed of ·an
. immenfe
number 0£ oblong ,pieces ;of ftone, frrorigly cemented ·together, and,
hanging in a very roma~tic rrianrier·. The cliff is about eighty or.
ninety feet high~ and· twice as broad; at the bottom runs a river,.
the largefi in the ifland. This is. probably bafaltic~
: T~e mountains are in foine parts bare and full of precipices, broken
as by earthquakes. · In the bofoin of ,thofe which bound the diftricl:
of Vye0rede there is a remarkably large frefh..,w,a,t~r · 1ake, called
Vyeheerea, which the _natives fay· .cannot be founded with any line,
and contains eels .of a monfrrous fize. On the banks of this lake
many inhabitants are feated, who have plenty of all fort? of provifions,
e~cept the bread-fi:uit; for which they fubftitute the mountain ·plan~
taini ~ This lake,..empties itfelf into the valley :of Vyeor~de. Here
alfo theytmake yafi quantities of a greyifh cloth highly prized, beat:
from the• bark of the mountain floe tree; and a number of arreoies
frequent the place for this purpofe, as they prefer the cloth to any
other; and _call it oraa. ·
.T he ·,bay· 0f Matavai affords · fafe ancho~age during eight months
of :the y:ear, ·but is dangerous· from December to March ; the bottom
is a blackifh fand, from fix to eighteen fathom. The channel between
the ,reef and the Dolphin bank, cin which the ·"'.ater is thirteen feet
·o nly in, the fhoaler part, extends not more than half a cable's length,_
but h~s twenty-two fathoms of water; yet, in a weakly manried
iliip, this paifage feems preferable to 'paffing to the wefrwai:d.of the
ban~, as -it frequently happens that the :wind comes off in fqualls
from One Tree hill in a · fouthern direction, and often fa).ls into a
dead calm; both which . may be avoided by keeping the reef clofe
aboard, with ten fathoms water, and bringing up where you pleafe, as
there is no. foul grom1d .to windward of the Dolphin ban~, nor any
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rocks but what are vifi.ole. · The funken rocks, called Toa, the natives
know, and are ready to point out; The only harbour to the weftward
is that of Oparre, called Toa r6a,, ·or Long- rock. _
Water is conveni~nt and abundant in alrparts of the ifland.
The weather, during our .flay, f;om March till Augu.fl, was ferene
and pleafant; the thermometer · never, fin~ing _lower than 6 5°, and'
feldom higher than 7 3°; and fo cool at night as to make a blanket
welcome. When we ·came, ·the· weather was a little fqually and.
rainy, being the end ·of the ,.rou.gh feafon, · ~hich · commences for_n~·
time in Decerpber and la.fls till March,; durinig thefe months the
<wind frequently blows liard from the we.fl, with rain, and _thi:ows a
heavy fwell and forf on the ihore into Matavai bay ; ,itlie refi of the
year the wind blows from the ·eq.fi:, but ~~th ah ah~rl}ate l~nd and
fea breeze around 't!1e iflind, ~which extends its. influence1 about a.
league from the fhore. : . ', ,
, '
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THE goveni.inent of Otaheite is monarchical,:and hereditary in one
family; of th1s two branches fubfifi. Temarre, the fon of Oberea
-a nd Oammo, reigned .when Wallis firfr viiited the ifland: he was
.then a child, and Oberea. his mother .was regent. Oammo ~nd fhe
had quarrelled about faving ·the child, which he wifhed to deftroy;
·whether to retain the fovereignty longer, or fufpecl:jng that the child
aid not belong to him, the lady not being fpari_ng ~f, her favo:1r_s.
-to others. On his acc;:effion, Oai;nmo retired ~o a 1 .private _fiation in.
,hisr own _d iftricl of Pappara, and left his wife> a~ active woman...
1:
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cip t,t-uft witl:i .the .i:eins ·of goverrimemt for her fon. 0ammo was
-fon -0f 'TeBae, ,and elder brnther of Wh:ippai, who fince has affumed
the name of Otey. Whappai's .fon .Otoo was then a child of fix or
feven years 'o'la. Toota·ha, their younger hr.other, was chief of A1:tahooroo. ·.
Wars\ and lvai.-i01.1s• dnanges a:ppear to .h.ave ipreoeded the laft grand
:r-evoluiion, when the -partifarrs 10f ;Otoo, with the affifrance of the
.tmutif).eers,, rnoovernd fhe my.al mm-o fr.om the men of Attahooroo.
::By ;one of tliefe i1'lteftine wars Temar.re, the Tirridirri of -Co.ok, had
:been -pre-v..i-onfly Jdepcifod, and ·O too, .the prefent ·P omarre., advanced
to )lihe dignity ,of ieai:ee rahai. .But the chiefs of Atta:ho.oroo, who,
under 'f.ootaha,: had b€en .the (J)rinci.pals in effecting this revolution,
.lfei-zeM tse rega::lia, t.hre.1royal )mare, and trhe ark of the Eatooa, and
tarried ;them off to ~t1fueir,ownJdifu.i.cl: ; and .thou~h iincapa:ble of ufing
them, as not being of the feed royal, they ke.pt po:ffefiion of them
for the honour of their difirict ; and having efiablifhed their warlike
character, none dared contend with them. To Attahooroo, therefore; ort
all great folemnities, were=a.71=-fFie-ofher-chiefs:obliged to repair, and were
fometimes infulted or plundered by the way. This occafioned continual difputes; and the A.ttahooroo .chiefs giving an afylum to all
thofe who fled for crimes from oilier· diftricts, they became fuch a
terror to the i:efi, that Temarre.,. though _dethroned and reduced to his
private patrimony, as chief of Pappara, joined with ·otoo to attack
them.
· r~i~rabeo al{0 ha.cl r-evolted, and· fet up Vaylieeadooa. A general
war eommeneed ·; £imeo iJ.eag-ued with Attahooroo ; and Mahein.e
(the u;cleJofl:N10tt1aro, -king•of that ifland! ,who.had mauied 0too's
ftfier, as -0too -bad •married rhis) u forped the right of his nephew,
ana 1'0rced him to take -refuge with .his brother.~in-law at ,Qparre~
jufl: at ·the ·time Goo.k arrived in '1774, who faw the prepa'i:ations for
war, ;but ·did not wait ·its iffue.
0too (now 'Pomarre}, , af1:er ·many -conflicts, maintained his .at1tho1·ity, though -not without fuch •defeats as fometimes drove him to
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the inountains, and almoft annihilated his maritime power. The
war canoes of 0taheite have nearly difappeared. 0too having cultivated the friendfhip of the Europeans, continued to be acknowledged
fupreme chief, though holding a ptecarious dominion, till the fettlement of the mutineers at Matav-ai. Them he engao-ed
in his interefi.,
b
and as they could incline the •balance to whiche_ver fide they pleafed,
by their means he vanquifhed Attahooroo, recovered the royal maro,
and efiablifhed his fon's dominion on a nior.e folid. bafis than it had
ever beeii. b efore. Motuaro alfo recovered his lofi I dbminion in
E'i~eo; and ftrengthern;:drthe government ·o f h.i's· nephew by ac~riowledgin~ his fupvemacy.: · Porriarre ( the name afrurmed by the fa:thet·
fince his ~on's f~cc~ffion to the t.rtfo o~ 0too) co~tinued, as regent,
to mana~e. th~ a::ffa1rs of g0-vernmefit ; and by.Jth@ hel~of his EuI
r.opean f nends,. dre Ieffer as well as 'the greattr · peninfula: b0wed to
1
h!s ?o~inio~, _and. his _fi~g pared ~ith revereric~ tlirough au· the.
d1ftncts. Tetna·rre firft paid 1t due homage, and it proceeded from
him through ~iaraboo~ It was a union jack, given by the captain
of _a veffel which had touched._there, .'a:nd decorated With breift-plates,
of pearl rurd red ,feath'ers·. This was carried t-0 the g:r€at mora1, where
all the chief people of the difrricl: ' attei1ded, and received it ·with; c~.remonious' -reverence.
~ ·
·!
1
.
...
~

~omarre,

from kir.ig become' the .fivft 1ubject of his fon and regent
of the ftate; fupports Ms r-0n's di.gn'.ity-,wlth'. all hi's•weight arnf in4·
fluence. Temarre i_s joined in the ftritreft ftiendfhip with liim, and,
having no children, adopted Pomarre"s.datighter, firice dead. Eim-eo
acknowledged the young · king's fovereignty ; and his d-0m1ni-0n wa.s
no where openly refifted, though in Tiarabo0 more than one difh-itt
frill .appears difcontented.
. •
·
. As the _ceremony of invefiing the' young king with the royal ma-ro,
like a coronation, is a folemnity which ~ew ·c an witnefs, the :following
account from a fpecl:ator will be intere.fi:ing :
·
Affembling at the great morai at 0parre, the maro oora, OF red·
fa!h of royalty, recovered from Attahooroo, was laid on £he morai:
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it iii ·m<\cle of net-work,. and thrummed wit_,h red and yellow feathers.
The taata: orero, tlae pi.1blic orator (probably Manne Manne), opened
the ceremony with a long· fpeech, which fet forth the rightful autho.
rity of the fon of Pomarre to the royal dignity·; and irivefied him
with the regal cincture. Motuaro, the chief of Eimeo, who had
recovered his ~uthority, fide -paid his hoIDc1.ge to the young king, who
\va-s borne on a man'sdhoulders, and furrounded by all his chieftains. ·
He ,brought three human victims from Eirrieo in his canoes; from
each of which the priefi, fcooping out ari eye, pr.efented -it to · the
fu:v.erei~n on a plantain leaf .plucked· f~om· -"a·_ young tree in his_ hand,
accompanied with a long. ceremqnial difcourfe :. the bodies were then
t,a·k en away, and · interred in · the inorai. ·The fame ceremony was
i:ep~a~4 by every chief tin :rot;a.tjon, of the fev~ral. difiricl:s of Otaheite,
fom~ brJnging"~me, a-i{d_ fome tWP:human,Jacrifices;;fixed ori. a long.
pol~ ; · -~11d buriep after the pxefentatipn ·o ( the _eye. · , , .
... Th<:: reafon affign~.d. for·, this · horrid oblation· twis; th:at the ~head.
qei11g •1J:p11ted fac!"e.d ,. 3iu~f.;1:,~e:.ey,e, d1e.m0fi..precious part, ,·tt was tQ bepref¢nt~ .t9.:Jth~. k,i1ig )l,S. the, fuead f1-nd. eye a£ the people. . : Dur.ing the
p,refer:itatio!l rh~ kin~-holds his mquth ·operr, as if devouring it; whereby,
they imagine : he re~.eive~ ?-dditionat wifdom · and difcernment ; and
that his tutelar deity prefides, to accept the -facrifice, .a~d, -by the com-·
xpunicatjo1,1 A£. the•vital pr_inciple; to•firengthen the foul of his royal
pupil. .... H•gs inriµ_rn_exable :we_re·: firangled, a0.d immehfe quantities
of cloth ·prefent,ed~ The· royal maro, worn ·only on-that 'day, was..
depqfited _in its place at the· niorai, and the ·facred ·canoes, which
brought _the hum~m . facrifices, were hauled up thither~ The king
and.chiefs t_h½l1 d~parted, . to devout the hogs,. ttfrtle, fowls, filh, and
vegetables prepared for them in the greate.fi.prqfofion, and to drink
their_:_intoxicatin_g-yava. T~e feafiing and heivas Iafied two months ;
the hogs -~illed on _the occafion were innumerable', the yava abundant;
and more than one of the chiefs paid fot their exceifes with their
}Jves.
.Otoo, the prefent king, is about feventeen, and very )arge limbed,
~
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promifing to be of a fize like his father. Though he is abfolute, .he
lives in the greatefi familiarity with the lowefi of his fubjed·s . He ·is
differently reprefented: fome fay he looks folid, and of a thoHghtful
afpecl:; whi.lft others call him fiupid, and his countenance vacant.
His queen, Tetua, daughter of W yreede, relict of Motuaro, is about
his -o wn age, and rather the larger of the two. Her countenance is
pleafing and open, but mafculine, and widened by -the ufoal method
of preifure, called ·toi.lroome. It is confidered as. the. diifl:incl:ive mark
@f their regal dignity, to be eveny where carried about on men's
fhoulders. As their perfons are efieemed facred, before them all mufi unc0-Ver below the breafi; and .from this mark of homage their.own father
and m_other are not exempted. They may not enter into ariy houfe but
t-heir own, ,becaufe., from that moment, it would become raa, or facred,
and ·none but themfelves, or their train, could dwell o_r eat there;
and the land their feet touched would be their property : therefore,
though they often came off to the ihip, ate what was handed down to
them, and baled the water out of their own canoe, th.ey would never
come on board; and when they daily vifited our miilionary houfe,
they never came farther than_the door. Yet this had not been the
cafe with the father, when king, who freely entered _the fhip, and
vifited our people on ih.ore: perhaps fome ceremony is yet to pafs,
whe~ the king ·comes to a more advanced age; when he will have the
fame liberty.
The king and queen were always attended by a number.of men,
as carriers, domefiics, or favourites, who were raa, or facred, living
without families, and attending only on the royal pair; and a worfe
fet of men the whole" ifland does not afford for- thievery, plunder, .and
impurity.
The queen has had as yet no child, nor is it likely ihe :Lhould produce any, as, if the reports our miffionaries have received .are true,
{he is a perfect Meifalina, and lives in a promifcuous intercourfe with
all her porters •
u u
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The mode of carrying the king and queen is with their legs
· hanging dowi:i before, feated on the fhoulders, and leaning on the ·
head of their carriers, and very frequently amufing themfelves with
picking out the vermin, which there abound. It is the fingular pri.,
vilege of the queen, that, of all women, fhe alone may eat them;
which privilege fhe never fails to make_ufe of. On their own lands
they fometimes condefcend to alight, and walk; but feldom move.far
without their porters. Among thefe attendants is to be found one of
the fingular curiofities of the ifland, a native of a complexion quite
differen,t from his fellows; reddifh, and of a Swedifh cafi. of countenance, and his hair white and fine as flax. There are a few others
fomething fimilar, like the w~ite negroes~ an anomalous breed.
The next in rank to the king is his own father, Pomarre, who
~cts as regent for his fon. He is reprefented as of very amiable
manners, and peculiarly attached_to us. He is the largefi man · on
the ifland, ·being above :fix feet four inches high, · and :!hong built.
Our tallefi .men in the fhip p.ardly reach€d his th.oulders; a:nd he
would weigh againfi three or- four ; yet he ,is no warrior, and in
military prowefs. exceeded by his wife Idd€ah, a woman of mofi
mafculine appearance and difpo:fition. They live together in great
harmony, though they have ceafed to cohabit. He firfi took her
yo~nger fifier to wife, and then another w0,man; and fhe has a fervant of her own, by whom :£he has had more children than one, all
of whom have been murdered, fhe being now a member of the arreoy
fociety.
The next in dignity are the chiefs in the feveral diftricts·; fo1:1e of
whom are fupreme in more than one diftri<fr, aHd exerc-ife in their
own territories all regal power, yet . fiill fubject to Otoo as -fovereign
paramount, and liable to be called upon for a:ffiftance: thefe, alfo,
have houfes and. lands in many difrricts, which: as they ca!lnot
occupy themfelves, they commit to the <:are of fuperintendants, called
meduas, or give them to their tayos, who enjoy all the ufufruits
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without being called to any account, and fhare them with the chiefs
when they come to refide themfelves.
Next to thefe are the towhas, the near .relations, or younge~
brothers, or tayos, of the chiefs : and if there are more c}liefs than,
one, the diftritl: is •divided intp different padtdoos, or ·pari:lhes, and
each of thefe have towhas m1der him~
The next rank is the ratirra, or gentleman, who has one portion
to the towha's three. Thefe fmaller efl:ates are called rahoe, from the
power the ratirra has to lay a prohibition' on his own land, or on any
particular fort of provifion, as well as the towha on his portion, and
the chief on the whole i ,but this power, though fometimes abufed,
is- ufuaHy employed after a great con.fumptioh of provifions, or to
accumulate tnem for fome magnificent feafi. The principal ob}ects
· of"the rahoe are hogs, though ·fometimes it extends alfo to othe~ forts
9f proviffons; as when they find the fhell-fi{h fcarce on the reefs 1
the ratirra can rahoe his portion, which is done by :!ticking up at the
extremities of it two branches of a tree, to which a white cloth is attached; amd no perfon dares fifh there whilfi thefe re~ain. When
the rahoe is t,i.ken off, and the offering of a hog and fifh is made, the
place is again free? an~ a feafi ~verr by the perfon who put on fhe
rahoe: this is called oroa; and befides feafiing the g.l'lefis, it is expecl:ed that he fhould prefent them with fa..rge ·quantities of cloth :
forne of tihis is thrown to the populace to fcramble for, which makes
fport, the cloth being. tor,n into ribands ;- and however- fmall, they
prefer it to a larger piece," · which they might ha.ve for aiking: thefe
narrow flips they wear as favours in honour of the feafl:. · The young
nien wrefile, the women dance, and the feafi is often prolonged
ieveral days.
When fuch a feaft is made by a chief on taking off the rahoe ·from
-a whole difirict, it is called towr6a ;. _then larger quantities of ·cloth,
live hogs, bamboos of oil, · and even·tan.oes, a.r:e given to be fcrambled
for. At thefe greater entertainments mofr of the chiefs of the ,i:(land
a1"e prefent, vaft numbers of the arreoies, and all- defcriptions of
U U l
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people. The towroa refembles a co1mtry fair, to which every one
who goes brings home fomething to !how where he has been, with
this difference, that here it cofrs them nothing; and befides the fport
of the herroo, they are feafied al.l the timer Hogs innumerable are
dr~ffed on this occafion ; and a firanger would fuppofe every one on
the ifland had been collected. The cloth and canoes feldom fall to the
ihare of the fame perfon, but are mofily rent in pieces; and he who
gets the largefi piece is the befi man. If feveral of a family feizc
and carry off the canoe, it is their own ; and he who. firfr catches tho
hog, carries it home. The things appointed for this fport are all brought together in an
open fpace. The ehief's men hold the hogs fafi, till the priefi ha3
made a long prayer on the occafion: at the conclufion of it he throwsa young plantain into one of the canoes, which fiand in a row, with
mafis erected to fpread the cloth, and hang the bamboos of oil;. im=-i
mediately on this :fignal,' the hogs; goats, and fo.w ls, are let loofe;
and the young· men and women begin the chafe,- which continues a
confiderable time before: all are caught, and affords many a laughable
inciden_t : after this: the prefents are given, and the feafi ferved up.
Wrefilmg and dancmg occupy a part of every day and ·night while
the feafi continues.
They have other feafts, held at ~he ratirra's morai, called oboo noe,
where they meet in fmaller companies, baking a hog, and eating it
on the fpot;. and if not cleared the firfi day, they mufi come the
fecond, or the third, as none mufi be removed from the morai.
The chief of the padtdoo, and the priefis, are always invited on thefe
occafions; and if abfent, a portion is put by for them till they arrive,
which they feldom fail to do. If the chief does not come, the priefis
are entitled to his portion. At this feaft no woman, nor any of her
male attendants, can be prefent, or . partake of it. · A~ ·an thefe they
brew plenty of yava; and they who can get it, drink it greedily.
. When the hog is taken from the oven, the priefi offers a long
prayer, and on a plantain-leaf collects a fmall portion of all the pro,-,
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vifions, with a bit of yava root, placing them on the· altar, as
an oblation to the Eatooa. The hog is then divided into. as many
ihares as perfons; each eats. as. much as he pleafes, and puts the remainder into a balk.et; covered with leaves, till he returns to finifh his
portion. ffa :{hanger paffes by at the time, he is always invited to
part~e,. provided he declares himfelf raa, or a clean perfon; -if not,
he- r.efu_fes, nor dare they tell· a lie; for. ihould the impofition be
<ilerecl:ed, death only could expiate the offence.
The women and their fervants have their frpa:-rate feafis alfo; called
0ehum60. 'Fhefe a-re generally of fifh, and not kept on facred.ground.
Any man-who -is invited may partake. with them.
The lowefi clafs in fociety, after the rafirra, is the · manahoune;.
they cultivate the land·, and mofi refemble our. cottagers : fame are
raa•, or hallowed ; : and others common or unclean. Thefe hold under
the tow has and rafirras, anfwer all their demand_s .to t~e befi of their
ability, ,make . cloth for them, build their houfes, . ~r affifl: in any
laborious work required of them; yet their vaffalage compels no con•
ftant" fervice or refidence. :_ they may change chiefs, . and go. to ,another
di.fb-ict •.
The fer-va:nts of whatever dafs are calfed' toutou; and fuch as wait
wholly on the women, tuti,: nor is it uncoinm?n to find young men
ef the firfr families fo debafed ; , though by,fuch femi)line fervice they
become excluded from·all religious folemnities.
There yet remains a fet of men of the mofb e.xecra:ble cafi, ealled
mahoo.r, affecting the manners, drefs, gefi.ures,. and voice of females,
and too horrid-to be defcribed.
In tlie fcale of rank, birth-enjoys fingular difrinction. A chief is
always a chief; and though expelled from his command, Iofing his
difirict, or having his honours transferred to his child, he continues .
noble and refpecl:ed; on the other hand, no acquilition can . raife a :
common man to a higher fiation than that of tow ha, or ratirra; yet
the meaneft are in· no flavifh dependence.. The honour ,and refpect
which they pay their chief, _is rather. through force o£ cuftom than :
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the fear of pum.ifhment. They are admitted as their companions on
all occafions, and treated with perfect freedom; indeed, in outward
appearance they can hardly be difringui.fhed. The king is not averfe
to converfe with the lowefr of his fubjects, or 'to be their vifitor; and
never treats them with hauteur. 1-{is retinue is often changing: no
man forves him longer than he pleafes. They have no wages, nor
engage for any frated time; _thamgh fome remain in the fame family
all their lives ; and thefe ancient domefrics are as much refpected as
their own relations, giving directions to the younger branches, and
i:nanaging, as frewards, the affairs of the houfehold without control.
All are friendly and· generous, even to a fault; they hardly refufe
any thing to each other if importuned. Their prefents are liberal,
even to profufion. Poverty never makes a man contemptible ; but t@
be affiuent and covetous is the greateft ihame and reproach. Should any man befray fympt.oms of focorr~grble·avaricioufnefs, and refufe-t(l)
part. with what he has- iu-Ja ,time of nece:ffi.ty, hrs Beighbours would
f ooR deihoy all hi'~ J?i:operty, -aqd , ~ut him om a footing with the
pGor.eil, hardly leaving hil):l a h~ufe to· cover his hea:d: They will
give their clothes from their back, rather than be called peerc peere,
m~gy.
.
.Refpecting property, they have no writing or records, but memory
and landmarks. Every man knows his own; and he would be
thought_of all_characters the bafeft, who fhould attempt to infringe
on his -Reighbour, or claim. a foot of land that did not belong to him,
or his ad.opted fn_eFld; for the tayo may ufe it during his .friend's
lifetime; and if he has no child, poffefs it at his death.
If a man bequeaths his property to another on his death...bed, no
perfon difputes the bequeft, as there are always witneffes abundant to
the gi.ft,. if th~- ~ei.r is. not prefent~ The landmarks fet by their
anceft-ors, the fatfo~r points out to the fon or heir; and ihould any
difpute arife, through their decay or removal, multitudes know where
they fto0d-, and the matter· is in general eafily fettled. Indeed it. is
much t-he fame in ail litigations; the cafe is referred _to a by-frander,

.
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and the party which he declares in the wr.ong fubmits, and makes the
other a peace-,offering of the plantain-fralk. Men feldom or never
fight in confequence of any perfonal quarrel. If any matter of
ferious offence is given, the whole family or diftrict take it up, and
1
go to w~r with their adverfaries; but if they chufe not to.fight, a
peace-offering muft be made, which is never refufed; if they will
fight, the weakeft_ mt~fr fuffer; and as all the relations adopt the
quarrel, there is fometimes much bloodihed, and it frequently leads
to a general war. Such broils, indeed, are fometimes. produced by
what appears to us a very trifling matter; ,fuch as fcurrilous _words
fpoken againft the heir of a large e.fi:ate, or · even of a f mall one;
neglect of proper refpeel: to a child, anq other things as trivial; for
·inftance, as the child from the rrioment of its birth becomes the head
of the family, t}:ie boundaries of his land are new· marked with rude
images;. and if this new-born infant be a towha, or ratirra, a number
of little flags are fet up in different parts of the boundary; to thefe
all perfons of inferior ra_n k muft' uncover themfelves as they pafs,
whether by day or by night; and fhould this mark of homage be
contemptuoufly neglected, the mother -flies to · the_ fhark's teeth and
cuts herfelf, and the party mu.ft make his peace-offering with the
plantain : fhould this be ,:efufed, the f~the~. and P,J-Other would tear
off the clothes from his back, and well 1rub ·_h~m i·nto the bargain.
The friends and relations on both fides fometimes
arm, an'd fatal
' .
confequences follow. Even ~ chief has been known to b~ dri_ven
from his di:A:rict on account · of a clifpute otjginating about a poor
man's child fuppofed to be affronted by one of the fame rank with
himfelf.
The· famous, or rather infamol!-S arreoy fociety, confiftirrg of noble
perfons in general, have alfo different ranks am~ng themfelves,
like our freemafons, _known by the J;Uann.er of th~ir'tattooing. -The
higheft are called ava' bly areema tat61N"e; ·the next, areema Bly; the
third, ahowhoa; the fourth, harrotea; the fifth, e'ote ole; the
fixth and feventh, po, and mo, youths training up.
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-be:t~~~~ :the ;hipbs~
i; ·tutk~d
ria£b[f the \narro, ~nd
~a·y be '¢all~d ihei~_~'.r~~c~es: f:.n ~blortg
i~k~-~~
o(p~~1:t;~~
1
_cali'co, . not a ,yard w~~e, ~ith ,a f1ole in the_n!r:d:~le to a:cfm1t, t1i1e
liead, ·ha11;gs 'd~wri. ~efore d!11 behind~ ~~th _t~e· fid'~s . open, falfidg
loofe as"low as the kn'.ees a·nd 1eav'tng the arms ·quite uncovered·: this
'is ihe 1t~b5cita. 'A lfq~l~e pie·c'e of ci;t_h·, cl'ql;lbfe:~., of 'an'y fiize
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above the breafts pf the women, under tlie taboota, . 1s ca11ed <paru :
$i·s .falis ~<?wn'?nlY. \~ -£~~ )<rie~~\~( the ·:~ -~~'- ~~f to -t~e inict-leg, a~d .
'often.to the ank4es Jf tlie wollian; . and 'is 'forri.~tin:ies tuc~ed in 'a t fhe
cor~~r I _'or co~fined by 'a girdie '9fp1oth, ~pl~ite~ ~¥fr~ 1r. :~ne matt~rtg,
·ca1ied tatd5oa·. Tlie .women, befide~, ofteh. \.v-e'4f a piece of ' clot'h,
,ahh&>, :{quare,_ ~r oblong, fol~~?, .whi~~~t~ey~~hrf w}~~ily dver 'all,

p~fs ;p~~.

1

-.~r.y;i.y

~~i\i~

~~~f ~~~;,

~~:c!oa~ :,
l9e~e~allyJof,~ h}t;/ }6~~~ J~~{d
'!'he
,oth,rr g~pr;ifnts a:e ~~ Vfpat f?li~r~ ~n~Y.. J~ncy ~~~: l?~dl~ of the
_m arro., worn . by tn.e men,_ tl-ie women .nar~ a fmaller})atu, oeneath
the i~·
rg~r,
·as' an Lunder~pltfictat.
.' I
• •
·•
·
·Jl- •r(,r
>
\ 1' .l- ·n I r) 'J - ,_.n.
, ,, I .. ,, o.:.,·,· ;. 1.i •
· W lien tr~velling, th<:;y°iifoally·tuck up tne pati;"l, to preveut 1t~ uemg
~foiled . or 'di~ty. Ift.perfons of rank i p.pear {v~th ' more' than the·ordinary. quantity -o f cloth around i them, this •is ·defigned _for a prefeiit;
and th~y gene~ally, ho~o~r -the .perf~h _for ~ -horn lt ~is 'intended with
wi"ridi~g it ro'und ·h'i m 'with their ow~:.~~~-ds. , - ~ ,
The\vomen 'uncover· their ilioulders1nd'breafts in the ·prefehce ofa
'chief,-' or•on . pa{ijng the facred grmind. Their bonnets.. r~fembie .the
'green iliades, which our'ladies·ufe in ft.imrher: [they _are ~ft~n ~h!nged,
-as \ Iiey m'uft cifr tT1ein .'away on . paffin_g , th~ morai; Bu~ they"·are
repiaced in.a minute by p~aiting, or.'weaving, the leaves of the cocoanut; an9- for this they prefe! the nright yellow_leav~s t~ the green
ones. The turban dreis and tam6u are never worn bythe women hut
at the heivas, and-are called taao oopo.. Both fexes wear garlands· of
.flowers and feathers, but no.wig, or artificial coiffure. _ The 'tamou is
made from the hair of their aeparted relatives, and.held in the higheft
eftimation : it is feldom compofed of more than fix _or nine hairs in
4
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begins to walk, and almoft as foon tp fwim. They run about entirely
naked, and are remarkably healthy and acl:ive. ·
They are generally acqua~nted with the art of converfing by figns,
either in public or private, and perfect ma!l:ers -of the language of
the eyes.
. '
·
·
Their voice and fpeech are foft and harmonious. Their dialect is
the Italian of the South Seas, abounding with'vowels, and expelling
every har!h an_d guttural found from their alphabet: this confifi:s
only of feventeen letters, · with .which they exprefs themfe!yes with
great facility and precifion. ' Their pronouns. are a !hiking inftance
of this : thefe are different according to the number of perfons fpoken
of: we, two only-we, two out of three in cop:ipany-we, an indefinite
number, have each a diffetent pronoun fpeci.fically marking the per
.fons ; and it i& the fame in the others, both perfonaI and potfeffive ;
a fingularity perhaps unknpwn to any other language. Cg j k q s x ~
. they can hardly articulate, or pronm,mce a wor!i into ~the compofition
of which thefe letters enter.
In general, the ingenuity of. all their works, confidering the tools
'they poffefs, 1s marvellous. Their cloth, clubs, fi!hing implements,
canoes, houfes, all difplay great !kill : their mourning dreffes, their
war head-drefs and brec1;ft-plates, ihew remarkable tafte: their adjuft"
ment of the different parts, the exact fymmetry, the nicety of the
joining, are admirable: and it is aftonifhing how they can with
_fuch eafe_and quicknefs drill holes in a pearl-!hell with a fhark's
tooth, and fo fine as not to admit the point of a common pin.
The men are excellent judges of the weather from the appearance
of the fky and wind, and can often foretel a change fome days
before it takes place. When they are going to any diftant ifland,
and lofe fight of land, they freer' by fun, moon, and ftars, as true
as we do by compafs. They have n'ames for many of the fixed.
:ll:ars, and know their time of rifing . and fetting with confiderable
preci:fion: aJ;}.d, what is more fingular,· their names and the ·account
4
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of them· refemble, in many inftances, the Grecian fables: they have
the twins, or two children, their Caftor and Pollux, &c.
Their y~ar confifts of thirteen months. They calculate by the
lun~tions of the moon, and by the fun palling and repaffing over
·their heads. They pretend to foretel when the rains will fet in, · and
· whether they will be more or lefs violent than common, and prepare
accordingly. They know the feafons for particular fi!h, and get
ready; when the bread-fruit will come in feafon; and· whether the
· harveft will be plentiful or fcanty, late or early. The day and night
are divided into twelve equal parts, and they guefs pretty exacl:Jy
- what the hour is by the fun and ft-a.rs..
·
They reckon in numb>ers from one to ten, then add m , before each
number till they reach 20, reckoning onward thus : attahai 1, ahooroo
· I O'; m,at~ahai I I, &c: ;' taoo 20~ attahai,taoo 2 I ; and -fo on to five,
· ereema taoo, five twenties, or 100.. But at calculation they are no
· adepts •
They compute diftances by the time it takes to pafs-from one 'place
to another. They meafure their fi{hing-lines by the fathom) or fpan,
and found depths of water as accurately as ourfelves.
T_h.e common dwellings are ,about eighteen feet -i n the i:idge..,tree,
' oblong, and rounded at the ends. The furniture confifts of a few wooden
trays and ftools for making their puddings, pofts to hang their bafkets
of different forts to ftore their provifions, a large chefl: on wnich the
ma.ft-er and_mifl:refs of the houfe often fleep, or on the floor fpread
with matting and cloth, and covered with the fame; frequently they
employ a canoe-houfe juft fufficient for their length, and too low for
them to fl:and erect; and fometimes a bedfiead: many in fine weather
fleep in the open air. Their pillow is a little wooden ftool, neatly
wrought out of one block; and they who have no fuch, take the ftool
th~y fit upon in their c~noes. Their ufual feat is the ground, crofs-legged ;" but they have feats with which they are always ready to com-pliment a fl:ranger. The unmarried women fleep next their parents, and!
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tries; though in fome the features cont!nue little changed ey~n to gray
hairs; and what is remarkable, fome are faid to fade, and revive again,
retaining their comelinefs beyond thofe who have not experienced fuch
a change. Many, indeed, who lead a diifolute life, receive their
immediate puniihment, and are old and hagard at thirty; whilft
others, who have lived more decently, or, at leaft, have been lefa
profligate, retain all ~he fprightlinefs and vigour of youth at fifty.
As wives, in priv,ate life, they are affectionate, tender, and ·
obedient to their hufbands, and urn:ommonly fonq. of their children :they nm:fe them with the utmoft care: a~d are particularly attentive to
keep the infant's Iir?b~ fupple and .ftraight. A cripple is hardly ever
feen am~mg them in early life. A ricketty child is never k'nown ;
any. _thing refembl~ng it ..would reflect the higheft difgrace on the
mother.
If an utter
ftranger
difco'vers
the leaft def
eel: in a child,. he
.
..
J.
.
"
,
' •
makes no fcruple to blame the mother, and imputes it to her want of
fenfe and expedence in nurfing : i'j~ that if the child is not born
radically defecl:ive, which is feldom the' cafe, they will mould it
into. a proper ihape. A per:on knock-kneed/ OF bevy-legged, is
fc;arcely to be found: in the whole ifland we fawonly three humP,..
backed boys, in three different diftricts.
\
. The men in general are ab~ve our con1;111on fize; but the chiefs a
larger race, few of them ihort of fix· feet high; and Pornarre four or
five inches higher, and proportionably b..,u lky. They carry their age
well; and.are healthy and vigorous at a very advanced time of life,
if not infected with difeafe : ·fuch are Otey, the grandfather of Otoo,
and Manne Ma~ne, the high-prie!t, and others. The exact amount
of their years ca'n only be collected from circumfiances, ~s they keep
no regular computation of time; yet from events which they relate,
-a pretty accuratt\! calculation may be formed. Many were a1ive in
I 791- who remembered the lofs of one of Roggewein's fquadron at an
.ifiand north of Otaheite, in 1·722. _
The drefs of both fexes i~ nearly the fame, excepting that the men
wear .a nar.row piece of cloth, which, paffing round the 'l;Yaift, goes
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begins to vV'alk, and almoft as foon tp fwim. Th~y run about entirely
naked, and are remarkably healthy and active. ·
. Th? are g~nerally acquainted w~th the art of converting by figns,
either m public or private, and pe:fect mafl:er.s of the language of
the eyes.
.
Their voice and fpeech are foft and harqioniou,s. Their dialect is
the Italian of the South Seas, abounding ~ith ·vowels, and expelling
every har.fh an_d guttural found from their alphabet: this confifts
only of feventeen letters, · with .which they exprefs themfeives .with
great facility and precifion. ' Their pronouns are a frriking' infi:ance
of this : thefe are different according the nhmber of perfons fp'oken
of: we, two only-we, two out of three in co!llpany-we, an indefinite
_number, h:ve_each a diffe~ent pronoun fp~ci.fi~ally marking th~ _perfons; and It Is the fame m the others, both perfonaJ and poffeffive;
a fingularity perha~~ unknown to _a ny other language. · Cg j k q .r x z
. they c~n hardly articulate, or pron01,mce a wor!l into -the compofition
of which thefe letters enter.
In general, the ingenuity of all their works, confidering the tools
'they po:lfefs, is marvellous. Their cloth, clubs, fiiliing implements,
· canoes, houfes, all difpla}'.' great' !kill : their mourning dreffes, their
war head-drefs_ and brea.fi:-plates, {hew remarkable tafte: their adjufi:~
~~n_t of the d1ffe:ent parts, t~e exact fymmetry, the nicety of the
J0lmng, are admirable : and it is afi:oni!11ing how· they can with
,fuch eafe and quicknefs cl.rill holes in a p·earl-fhell with a fhark's
tooth, and fo fine as not to admit the point of a common pin.
The men are excellent judges of the weather from the appearance
of the __fky and . wind, and can often foretel . a change fome days
before It takes place. When they are going to any difi:ant ifland
and lofe fight -of land, they fi:~r' by fun, moon, and frars, as tru~
as we do by compafs. · They have n.'ames for many of the :fixed
ftars, and know_their time of rifing_and fetting with confiderable
precifion: aud, what is more :fingular; their names and the ·account
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of them· refemble, in many infrances, the Grecian fables : they have
the twins, or two children, their Cafror and Pollux, &c.
Their year confifi:s of thirteen months. They calculate by the
lunations of the moon, and by the fun paffing and repaffing over
·their heads. They_pretend to foretel when the rains will fet in, and
· whether they will be more or lefs violent than common, and prepare
accordingly. They know the feafons for particular fiJh, and get
ready; when the ,bread-fruit will come in feafon; _and whether the
· harvefi: will be plentiful or fcanty, late or early. The day and night
are divided° into twelve equal parts, and they guef~ pretty exactly
- what the hour is by the fun and fi:.ars ..
They reckon in numbers from one to terr, then add m, before each
number till they reach '.ZO, reckoning onward thus : attahai I, ahooroo
, Io·'; m,attahai I I, &c: .f taoo '.ZO\ attahai,t~oo 2 I ; and -fo on to five,
· ereema taoo, fi. ve twenties; or 1 oo~ But at calculation they are no
· adepts.
They compute difi:ances by the time it takes to pafs from one ·place
to another. They ·meafure their fiiliing-lines by the fathom) or fpan,
· and found depths of water as accurately as ourfel~es. The common dwellings are -about eighteen- feet -in the i:idge...,tree,
, oblong, and rounded at the ends. The furniture confifi:s of a few wooden
trays and fi:ools for making their puddings, pofrs to hang their baik.ets
of different forts to fi:ore their provifions, a large chefi: on wliich the
mailer and mifrrefs of the houfe often fleep, or on the floQr fpread
with matt{ng and cloth, and covered with the fame; frequently they
employ a canoe-houfe jufi: fufficient for their length, and too low for
them to fiand erect; and fometimes a bedfiead: many in fine weather
fleep in the open air. Their pillow is a little ':"ooden ftool, neatly
wrought out cif one block; and they who have no fuch, take the fi:ool
th~y fit upon in their c~noes. Their ufual feat is the ground, crofs-legged ;- but they have feats with which they are always ready to com-pliment a frranger. The unmarried women fleep next their parents, and;
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occupy one ·end of the houfe; -the •unmarried ,:nen the other~ Th~
fe~nts ufually ileep in the women's eating-houfe, or near it.
Their houfes are full of fleas, which harbour in the fl.00r, and are
·very troublefome; -though the natives are much lefs affected by ,th~m
than we are : they fay they were brought to them by the Europeans·.
·One of,our miffionaries -writes, ,he has been obliged to get ~Pat midinight, and to ·run into the· fea ·to cool himfelf, and get rid of tl\e
fwarm of difagreeable companions. This, among other caufes, has
·made the call for bedfteads great, as they find the comfort of this'
_mode of fleeping. Their bed-clothes are the garments they wear, if
they have· no . other, which is frequently the cafe with the common
·people ·and fervants, who, in that warm climate, little trouble them•
felves about clothes or the care of them. ·
fl'hey ·have no partitions in their houfes; but, it rmay be affirmed,
ther have in many inftances mox:e refined ideas of dec;ency than our.
- felves ; and orte, long a re:Gdent, fcruples not to declare, that l;ie nev~r
faw" ·any _appetite, hunger and · thi:r:fl: -excepted, · gratif.ied·· in public.
,l.t is too,true, · that for the fake of gaining our e-xtraordinary ctui~fities, and to pleafe our brutes, · they have 14ppeared immodeft in t\le
. extreme. Y.et they'lay the charge wholly at our ·door, and ~ay that
. Engl_iilimen are afhamed of nothing, and that we have led them to ·
• ·public acts of indecency never before ' pracl:ifed amo-9-g themfelv~s.
Iron ·here, more precious than gold, bears down• every barrier -of
reftraint: hondly.and modefty yield t,o ·the•force of teqiptation., .
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SECTION IV.
D dtie:r ,of rhe South Seas.
.

.

'PHOUGH the world was at fi.rft -of Qlle fpeech and .one reli_gion,
all confeffing Jehovah in triune ~exiftence, the !-rue tradition began
foon to be obfcurcd. ' On the difperfion of mankind, gods many and
lords -many w.ere created~ - The Eaft, ami_difl: its thoufand deities, flill
preferved ;fome ~races of the triune,God. ·Wh@ever reads the in_genious
Mr: Morris's account of b1dia·will-r€~eive fin,gul~rly curious information · on this :fobjecl:. Mowever a.bford ,the notions . of deity and
creation may appear, now retained hy .the Ota:heiteans·, ,the mqfl:
· polifhed nations of Greece and Rome ·devoutly embraced equal ,abfurdities. It ,fhould afford matter of great thankfulnefs, that we have
been refcued from the darknefs .of idolatry. So far at leaft hath the
world been iadebted -to Chrifuanit:}7", that wherever this hath 'prevailed, before it ~very idol hath mouldered into duft.
The µeities of _Otaheite are nearly as numerous as the perfons of
the inhabitants. Every family has.its ·tef, or guardian fpirit, whom '
they fet up, aµd worfhip at the morai: but they have a great god OF
.gods of a fuperior,or.der,.tlenominated FwH AN o·w Po.~ "!Jorn of night.
The gener~l name for deity, in.all-its rami~cations, is EA,T.ooA.
Three are held fupreme; ·ftanding in a .height of celeftial dignity
that no others can approach unto : and, what is more extraordinary,
the names are pedonal appellations :
•,
I. Tane, te •Medooa,
the -Father.
2. ~ romattow, ·· 'Tooa tee te Myde,
God in the, Son.
3. ·T aroa, Maimoo te Hooa,
the Bird, the Spirit.
To thefe, the -dii maJores, they only addrefs their prayers in tim~s
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of greateft difirefs, and feafons of peculiar exigency, -fuppofing them
- too exalted to be troubled with matters of lefs momeht than the illnefs
of a chief, {l:orms, devafiations, war, or any great calamity. Indeed,
fear and f-u ffering feem to be more powerful motives t:o Worfhip than
.gratitude. The houfe of thefe fwhanow po is. at Oparre, where the
thief earie rahie refides ~
The following names of other gods are collecl:eq f Orohho, Otoo,
Tamaharro, Tey'eree, Orouhatoo-, Oehawhow, Tamma, Toaheite~
Va:vea'h.
For general wodhip they have an ihferior _race, a kind of dii
penates. Each family has its· tre or guardian fpirit : he is fuppofed
to be one of their departed relatives, who, for his fuperior excellencies.
has been exalted to an eatooa. They fuppofe this fpirit can inflict
ficknefs pr remove it, and prefe~ve them from a malignant deity who
alfo bears the name tee, and is always employed in mifdiief• .·
They have a tradition, that once in their anger the great gods
broke the wh9le world into pieces_; and that all the i~ands aroul).d
them are but little parts of what was· once vehooa n'oe, the gr_eat land·,
of which their -own ii1.and is the -eminent part. A curious conver:.
fation he1d with Manne Manne, the high priefi, and Tia:ta -Orero,
't he orator and oracle of the ·country for ttadition, ~s as ·follows in.
terpreted by the Swede Andrew·:
In the beginning, Taneitook Taroa, ano :begat Avye, frefh wa.~er,
Atye, or T~ Myde, the fea; alfo Awa, the water-fpout; Matai; the
wind; Arye, the 1ky; and Po, the night; then Mahanna~ the fui:i,
in the •£hape of a man called Oeroa 'Iabooa: when he was born, all
his brethren and -fiftets turned to earth ; only a daughter was _left; by
name Townoo; !he became the wife of Oe_roa Tabooa, by whom :f11e
•conceived thirteen children, who·are the thirteen months.; I. Papeeree;
2. Ownoonoo; 3. Paroromooa ·; -4. Paroromoree ;' S• Mooreeha; 6.
Heaiha; 7. Taoa; 8. Hoorororera; 9. Hooree~ma; 10. Teayrc:;
11. Tetai; 12. Waeaho; 13. Weaha.
·
Townoo now returned to earth, and Oer6a Tabooa embraced a
tock call~d Poppoharra Harreha, wfuch conceived a .fon named Teto0-
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boo amata hatoo ; after which the rock returned to its original ftate~
and the father 6f ~he months himfelf died, and went to duft. The
fon he . left embraced the fand of the fea, · which conceived a fon
of the name of Tee, and a daughter called Opeera; 'then _he alfo
died, and returned to the earth. · Tee took his fifi:er Opeera · to
wife, w~o produced a daughter Oheera, Reene, Moonoa; the . mother died, and the father furvived : in her illnefs fhe entreated her
huiband to cure her, and fhe would do the fame ·for -him if he fell
fick, and thus they might live for ·ever; bu't 'the hufband refufed,
and preferred her qaught..er, whom, on·h~r deceafe; he took for his
wife. The daughter bore him three fons and three daughters: the
fons·, Ora, Wanoo, Tytory; the daughters, .Hennatoomorrooroo,
Henaroa, Noowya. The fath~r and. . mother dying; the brothers faid,
Let us take our fifters to wife, and become many. So men began to
multiply upon ·the earth.
·
Refpecl:ing a future ftate, they fuppofe no perfoh perifhes or becomes
extincl:.' They allow no punifhment after death, but degrees of
eminence and felicity., as ~en have been he~e inoft pleafing to the deity.
They regard the fpirits of their ancefiors, male and f~male, as exalted
i1~to eatooas, and their favou{ to be fecured by prayers· and ·offerings.
Every ficknefs and untoward accident they efieem as the hand of
~u~gment for fome o.fferice com?'litted; arid the~efore, · if they have
tnJured any ·perfon, they fend their peace-offering, -and ma-ke the
matter up : and if )ic_k , fend for the prie.ft .to •offer ,up· prayers and
facrifices to pacify the offended eat6oa; .giving any thing the priefis
a{k, as .being very relucl:ant to die. .'.But if they find their caie defperate, they take leave of their friends, and commend them to the
guardian fpirits, exhorting ,them to be more .careful of offending them
than they themfelves had be.en. When -.t he fpirit departs from the
_b ody, they have a notion it is [wallowed by the eat6oa bird, who
frequents their -b urying-places and morais; , and paifes through him
i n order to be purified, and be united to the deity. And foch are
y y

346

-

TO TH13' SOUTH-SEA ISLANDS.
·
. .
·347
ey entertam a high idea of the power of ii -. .
and romantic view of Taloo h b
h
pints. In the beautiful
• r. "d
ar our ·t e remarkable
k d
1s .1a1 to be but.a part of the ongma
. . 1 one. Some .r. -pea
· f:e mountain
.
a roken off the oth h 1£
.1,pints rom Uh~tea
h• d b
- d
er a , and were traniipO rt"
m order to carry it away Wit
.l
mg it own the bay
1 them. but b ·
'
break of day, ,they were obli ed to d~o .' i emg overtaken by ,the
harbour, where it now fl: d g
. P It near the mouth, of ,the
I
an s confp1cuous as a O k fi
1·k
e ves and fairies of our anc.efiors ,th fc r. - r c ; or' 1 e the
Th · r. ..n... •
'
e e 1.p1nts walk and work b · h ,
e1r rnpecn:1t1ous notions of th" k d
.
y mg t.
·moft unnatural and .cruel cuftoms ~rem _.are endlef~; unhappily; their
are tenacious of the worfr .£ - .h connected.1'Y1th tihem, and theyvertently' would bring do~ ~n~;; nJgJecl: _of thefe, thol..lg{l ihad.
-and expofe ,them to ,fick.nefs.~or ;eath~ ea ure of the Eatooa upon them,

APPENDIX.]

FIRST MISSIONARY VOYAGE

[APPENDIX,

afterwards employed· by him to attend other liumarn beings, · and to
inflict p1.mi{hment, or remove ficknefs, as :fuall be judged requifite.
The evil demon-named 'Tee has no power but upon earth; and this:
he exercifes by getting into them with their food, and caufing madnefs or othet:t di.feafes; but thefe they imagine their tutelar faints, it
propitio1:1.s, €an prevent or remove.
'"
They believe the fiars were the children of the fun and moon,
attributing every fubfiance to procreative power ; and when the f~n
and m0on are eclipfed, they fuppof.e them in the act of copulation; and pretend to foretel, from their appearance at fuch times, the
futu_re events of war, ficknefs, or the like.
They imagine when a fiar {hoots (as we call it), it is the Eatooa:
,that in the moon there is a vaft country with trees. and fruits : that a
bird of Otaheite once flew up thither-, and ate of the fruit; and on
his return, dropped fome of the feeds, from which a great tree fprang,
of which the b"ird full eats, and 9f no other.
With regard to their wor.i hip, Captain Cook does the Otaheiteans
but juftice in faying, they reprnach ma:ny who bear the name of
Chriftian. You-fee no 'inftances of an Otaheitean drawing near the
Eatooa with careleffnefs and inattenti0n ; he is all devotion ; he approaches the place 0f worfhip. with reverential awe; uncovers .when
he treads on facred ground; and prays with a fervour that would do
honour to a better profeffion. He frrmly crc:'.d,i,ts the traditiolilS of his
anceftors. None dar-es difpute the exiftence of deity. They put
great c~nf.idence in dreams, and foppofe in fi'eep the fo1J1l, leaves the
boay under the eare 0.f the guardian angel, and-m0:ve~ at large through
the regions of fpirits. Thas they fay, My foul was fuch a night in
fuch a place, and faw fuch a fpirit. W,l').en a perfon d'ies, they -fay
his foul is fled away, barre po, gone to night. It is fingular, that
Pomarre declared to the miffiol'l.aries that- he had, before thei,r arrival,
been dreaming ab<mt .the /peaking book, which they ili.ould bring
from the Eatooa. ·
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occafions, praying for their friends when: fick, making offerings at
the morai, .and performing other religious ceremonies. · · ·
· The priefis have plenty of employment, being called · in oh all
occafions, births or deaths, feafis or ficknefs ; and are the phyficians
as well a:s clergy of the country. They affect to poifefs extraordinary
powers, to promote conception or abortion, to inflict difeafes• 0~ re-move them at their pleafure, and are greatly (eared on that account.
They are foppofed to be able to pray the.evil fpirit into the food·, by
·rubbing a human fkull with a part of the ·provifioris theyi eat j _and
fometimes to kill men outright. Thus Orepiah '.is fuppofed to 'have
died by Manne Manne's conjuration. :They; acknowledge that over us
they hav~ no power., becaufe the¥:kn6wmot the· names o( ?ur _God
and our grandfather, which is .neceffary; They gave· us a f pecimen
of their conjurors in one of our vifits to Temarre. A man prefented
himfelf in an old blue coat turned up w~th red, his head furrounded
with numerous feathers, fo, as - to hide hi's countenance entirely: he
-r an up- to us with an unintelligible -jargon, making a fqueaking
noife, and . actions fo wild, that we afked if the man was delirious.
The natives not feeing us af all,fiig.htened, faid it was Temarre's fon,
the Etooa ete, the little god, which killed Omiah and many others.
Having with us a great dog,. he fell upon t'he priefi, who fled; at
which the natives feemed terrified, and faid he would kill us. After
~a .while,. the p.riefi ret\;lr~d ;with a d~b in his hand., driving like a
. f~ry .a}J ,\;,efore_ hjm,.· the .women and chjldren !hrieking, and the
· natives tfembling. : 011 this one of the brethren jumped up to protect
the dqg_, · againfl; whom his rage was directed, ·and wl'.efiing the dub
.from,him, turneµ -~'P ,tb,e feathered cc:i-p, .and difcovered a well-known
_countenance, who, ·had ru_n ~way from Matavai after cf6bbing Pyetea.
We immediately charged him with the ~heft; on this he ~hanged
. countenance, and £hewed the greateft terror. The natives. interpofing
in his behalf, while we were telling them of the man and his im: poft~re, he gave us the flip, anq fled; fo we faw no more o.f him.
He feems to have been one of .thofe called ~tahowra Etooa, who
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a~ect infpiration. Of thefc, fome pretend to belong to the particular
deity, . others to many: fuch as_ claim acquaintance with the tFiree
fuperior eatooas are the mofi confequential, and procure high reve.:.rence from the part they .prefume to act; indeed they do it with (o'
much cunning and addrefs, that. the Swedes whom we found on the
ifiand, as well as the mariners who- preceded them, really believed
the appe.arances fupernatural, and . that the devil actually was the
agent. _ When they are called upon to confult the deity they affume
an odd fantafiic drefs, enriched with red and black feathers; to whichthey fay the Eatooa is· i_o _partial, that on their approach to him thus,
he defcends to the earth at their call in one of the facred birds which
frequent the morais and feed on the facrifices. As foon ~s the bird
.light_s ·o~ the motai, the Eatooa quits the bird and. enters the prieft.
H~ 1_nftantly begms ~o ftretch and yawn,. and rub his arms, legs,
tlughs, . and body, which· begins to be inflated as if the ikin of the
abdomen_would burft; his eyes are thrown into various contortions,
fo~etimes !taring wide, then half clofed and finking foto fiupor.;
• while, at · oth~r times, the whole frame is agitated, and appears to·
ha~.e undergone fome fudden and ·furprifing · change. The fpeeeh
now beco~es low, the ·voice fqueaking and ,interrupf:ed; then on a.
. fudden raifed_ to an .a:ftoniihing degree. He now fpeaks intelligibly, .
. though affectmg not to know what he faitp.; nor the perfons of thofe ·
around him; but ·his words -are regarded as oracular, and whatever·
he afl~s for the de~ty ,- or·himfelf, is never refufed, if. it can be poffibly
procure~. Of tlus, how~ver, the actor affects to -have no·confciouf-nefs_; hi~ colleague and affifiant, neverthelefs, takes care to minute·
the claims· of the deity, and receives them from the perfo~ on whofe
acco~nt. the d_eity was fo condefcending as th.us to appear~ thefe· ·
reqmrements are general)y v.ery large.
.When the deity quits the pretended infpired tahowra, he doth it:
with fuch convuJ.fions and v:iolence as leave him motionlefs -on the ·
ground, and exhaufted.; and this is contrived. to be at the:moment
when the facred bird' takes his flight ~rom the. morai.. On coming
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·to himielf •he 'Utters a loud fhriek, aBd feems to awake as from a
·-profound ".fleep, unconfcious of every thing which hath paired.
The priefl:s who fuperintend the lower orders of the people pro·ceed nearly in the fame .manner, with variations only according to
their craft. and abilities : among thefe are women, who officiate,
though not folely, for their own fex. They think it impoffible that
a •child fh0uld come into the world without their affifiance, though,
in fact, they-afford them none. People of property, when fi.ck, will
fom~times have half a dozen of thefe priefi~ and priefieffes praying
around them, and -making offerings for them; and whichever of thefe
bappens, in the efiimation 0fthe fi.ck perfon, to be the happy ca:1fe of
·his recovery, -is fore to be well ·rewarded, and ever after highly
··refpecl:ed, to -whate~er ciafs of the prieithood 'he may belong.
Whe11.ever a priefl: vi-fits a -perfon of confequence he carries a young
·plartfain ·in 'his hand; and b~fore <he enters the ·houfe offers ~ pr~yer,
flicks a :1-edf of the 'p1antain in the thatch, and t:hrows the remamd€r
•of the tree' on·-the -roof.
'Their1'acrinces and ob1ations.-are various and l iberal. They offer to
·their-gods all ihe·product of their ifland, -ho.g s, dogs, fowls;fi'ili, and
vegetables ; and at every feafl: a ,portion is prefented to the _Eatooa
_before they prefume to take · their own repafl:. :w~en a ·pneft denounces the ·neceffity·of a •human facrifice, -er, ,as on 'the inaugu·ration of ·the •ki~g, ··cufl:om requires foch ·offerings, the manner of
\{electing them is by a council of the chief ·w~tli :the ·ra~i~ras. The
occafron is ·fl:ated, and ·the victim · pitched -up0n; he 1s ufually a
marked ch~racter, who has been guilty ·of blafphemy, or fome
en:ormous -crime, ·o r a 1ftranger wJ::io ~h~s-fl:ed to the difrrict for ilielt~r
from :{ome .·other ·pm 'On .account of"his i..il1 condh&. , ~The decifi.on
of this council is kept a profound iocret,-ia-nd ·perha'pf the only one
which is ,fo. ·They ·watch the' opportunity ·of tlhenight, when the
Clilprit is afleep, ·and difpatch -him, ·if pofiJole, with~one blow of a
ftone on ·the nape of the neck, to prevent •any ·disfrgurement of the
:.body; :a ·borte of 'him muft ·n0t ·be··broken, ·n or' the 'eorpfe -mangled
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or mutilated·. If a man has been bit and disfigureµ by a .woman,
he becomes noa, .unclean for ever, and ~an never be offered in facrifice. The victim is placed in a baiket of ~ocoa-nq.t leaves fafl:ened
to a long pole, and carried in a facred canoe to.the morai, when the
eye is offered to the king witb. the cer:emonies _befoi:~ defcribed.
If the chief and ratirras, on the requifition of the priefl:s, d~clare
they can find none deferving death in their difirict, or refufe to provide ·a human facrifice, they may fubilit.ute a hog in his place; and
it is reported, as taking off fomething from the horror of the deed,
that none are pitched upon whofe lives have not been jufily forfeited
by their crimes. Wher:e there is no law, nor regular adminiflration
of jufl:ice, this mode is fub:fl:ituted to difpatch a: criminal, whom
his friends might refcue ;, but · being thus executed, it is fuppofed
the choice was right, and no farther notice is taken: , but what a
door this opens to partialitJ, private enmity, aad revenge, is too
evident and-ili.ocking. No woman is, liable to be offered at _the Society
Hlands, though they appear the chief victims at the Friendly Hlands;
nor may they, at Otaheite, be prefent at any of the religious affem:..
blies, p;u_;t.ake of the offerings, at, the ,mor.ai, or tread· the confecrated
ground, _except on_ a par~icu1~r occafi.on; nor maiy they eat of any
foocl wluch has been there., or. tonc,hed by thofe who ofliiciate at the
ahar ; and all; their male attendam.ts are in the .farp.e '.fl:at,e of unql€an-.
nefs and fecha.fion.
·
-,
The fac-red ground au0umd the m0rais. affords a :Ginttu~y,for crim~-,
nals. Thither, on any; apprehenfi.on of danger, they flee, efp.ecially,
when numerous facrifices are expected, and camicit thence be taken.
by force, though they are fometimes fedm,ed trn quit their afyl,um ..
On the inauguration of Otoo many took refuge in the precincts of
was
held facred ,as t,.he ·mouai , an.d
. the mutineers' habitation, which
.
.
where they enjoyed full protectionr Our habitations will affo1id a.s ·
~ffured· exemption; and the whole difiricl of Matavai being,ceded to
us, no more human facrifices will proba&ly be demanded from us
and fuch an-example wili have the rnoft h~neficial tendency to abolifh..
I
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Sometimes this is confiµed to a fquare -patch on the forehead ; at
others they leave tha,r, and cut off all the reft : fometimes a bunch is
left .over . both ears; fometimes over one only; and fometimes one
half is clipped quite clofe, and the other left to grow long : and thefe
tokens of mourning are fometiJties prolonged for two or three years.
T~eir marriages are.performed without ceremonies, but vari~us are
thofe. which fucceed. · ·If a woman be a virgin, the father and mother
perfonp. an amooa, or qffering, of a hog or fowl, and plantain-tree,
to their fon-;in-law, befor~ they can touch any of his provifions ;
but not if a widow, or,feparated from a former huiband. The wife>s
relations make a prefent of hogs, cloth, &c. to the qew-married
pair. As they agree;, they live -either on the hu:!band or wife's eftate;
but if they pa~t, eac_!i ·retains their ow~
. The feparation. of the women frorµ their huibands on a particular
occanon, Dr.. Gillham had -0nce the opportunity of remarking. Going
into the hut of his tayo, named ·Poppo, very early, he obferved him
laid alone on the bedftead, and his wife lying on the floor. Inquiring
the rea(on, Poppo ir;ifc?rmed ).iim, it was :be~auf~ fhe was at prefent
under ~he 0tal}eitean feµij~iin<t i11firrr,iity.
·:c •,
, . W-hen a·woman brings forth. a child, a kind of l}ut is raifed within
the houfe :':Vith matting aµd . cloth; ·heated ftpnes are then placed,
wjth; fweet herbs ans! g{afs fpread ,over them:; on thefe water is
fp,rinkl~9, r apd fl}e i~ <;l9fy iliut µp in tp~ fream which rifes, till fhe
is in a proper per.fpirattoq., ' and can ~ndure the heat no longer ; from
this .vapour-bath fhe comes ·out and•plunges into the river, and. wafhing
herfelf all over puts on .her clothes, and takes the c}:iild to the morai.
This fhe afterwards repeats, and often bri~gs on the ague; nor could
they be perfuadeq. to defift from: fo p.repofterous a cuftom, fuc.h being
the force of prejudice.. ·
, 1:
•
· The child being wa:!hed, is taken with the mother to the family
morai ; where, after the father hath made an offering of a young
pig or fowl, with a plantain-tree, the navel-firing is feparated, about
ten inches being left, by one of the prieil:s, who always attends,, and
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is paid for the operation by a hog, :or cloth: A temporary.houfe is
erected on the facred ground adjoining the morai, and what is cut off
from the child is buried at the morai. In this houfe mother and
child dwell till the rdl: of the navel-firing drops off, which ·may be
depofited in the houfe, or at the morai. ~uring this ti!I)e of feclufi.on,
which is for a male infant a fortnight, and for a female three weeks,
the mother touches no provifi.ons herfelf, but is fed by another; and
:fhould any perfon touch the child during this· time, . he ~uft undergo the fame reil:riltions .till the amooa is perform~d, ~f a .young
·
r
1 for ·the mother which fini:fhes, this feparation for
pig, or a 10w , ·
'
h f;
uncleaimefs. The' child, is then removed to another temporary ou ~
0n the facred gro\1nd, n~ar the houfe in whic~ the fatne~ and moth?r
refide; but they may not ~ouch the child m. the f~m.e clothes m
which they eat their provifi.ons. To take·off th1s r~~ncl:1.o n, a :econd
amooa muil: be performed by the father and uncles,. and a thi:d by
the mother and aunts; a fourth, before' tl1.e' child r~turns to the houfe
where the father and uncles eat; ' a· fifth, on the fame account_ for t~e
mo~her and aunts·. If the chiid · is a ~ale, thefe are aU ti~l he is
adopted by a med?oa, or godf~t~er, ':hen another amo?a 1s ~erformed; but if a female, •two yet remam>, on~ when pie 1s marncd,
that the father ·and uncles may eat with her hufband, and of fuch
prov1·fiions as · he has tm.iehed_, which. otherwife
_
_they
. . could
. . not, : the
next that the. mother and aunts. may touch th~ ·fon-1rr-law ~ provifi.o~s; though they may not eat with him; ,-,T~efe Jail: are caU_ed
fwatatoe. Hogs · and cloth are -the offerin~ for th? _males_, for the
r:
1
1 fill.. ·of thefe rites they are· m no wife fpanng, and
1:ema es. on y 111.
.
much feftivlity atterids•them. ·
.
., ' .
- .
· if 'th'.e child touches any thing before the.fe ntes a~e perfori:ned-, 1t
muil: be wholly approp_riated · to their . u~e. bein~ ra~ :~e~eel_; . an~l
if any thing touches the child's head befor~ th~ amooa ;is off~red, it
muft be depofi.ted in a confecrated place railed m for th'a~ pm po~e at
the child's ·houfe; and if it were the branch of a tree, as. fomet:m~s
-happens -in carrying it about, the tree mufi: b.e cut down ; and 1f m
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its fall it injure~ another tree, fo as to penetrate the bark; that tree
alfo mufi be cut down as unclean and unfit for ufe.
. ·
· ·
,The head is.always regarded as facred,' though, after the ceremonies
aFe_ per~~rme_d , thefe demapds ceafe; but~~heyt never c~rry any thing
upon their h~ds, -nor can bear to have <them touched without offence;
and. the cuttmgs of their hair are buried at ihe monii.
_Both fexes go nak:d till they are fix or feven years of age; aeout
th1r~een or fourteen die.operation of tattooing the males begins, and
·e a:her .for· the females. The inil:ruments employed for tatto0ing a
<:~1ef, or head of a 1fami1lyl,1!irera1ways fent to. rh.e morai, aU:d ddlroyed
as foon as the work ·is, ·comr>letecL; Th<i:1.females !markAheir hands
.a?d feet ~yVitth a humber ..of fma;ll.Ai!5~res, and theiLhips with ard1ed
Imes, gmded wholly by fapcy·a'.s·tbrtiheir., number1at;1.tLthic'knefs '•: but ·
the, 1men tat~c:fo·•tbe.i r~a:rms, 1egs; :indrtbi·g hs, as-:well ras ~he, butt6cks .
·and a perfo11 witlrout·rthefe µ0nouvable rria.rks. wonldrbe as mucli re:
·proached and :fhi.mned, as if with us he fhould go ~bout the ftreets
~aked. . At thirteen o:° !ourtee~ rears .of age the boys,have an ~peration performed, -by :ll1tt1hg 1u1nhe pn:puce with ad har,k's ·tooth 'and
afhes are fprinkled on the wound; it is at their own option. ·~hen
t~ey c.h~d~e . to have it done: . The roattoo-inen perform the incifion,
an~ rec_e1ve a pig, or piece of clo~m., for ~heir trouble. . 1 0 I
They bathe conftantly three ·itirtlesiva 1daiyrin thef'f ; e'fJii. waiter and
,always_wafh :tnetnfelves' in, ii after\..c~mfo.1g;·out ~f the lea; 'ain.d though
m~n and women a~e ,together, th~re is mot the leaft imm6defity per..
mitted, a1:d they flip thr<?,ugh their. clothes w.ithout any ·wanton expo~ures-1t would 1be condemned in. a ma·n as·much as a woman. In
their ~ances alo~e is immodefty permitted; there it appears the effect
,of national. ~ao1t or_ cuftom, as no perfon could ever be prevailed
~pon to do m any pnvate company what, when they dance in public,
1s allowed ':ithout fcrup~e. _In_ f~ct, though chaftity and modefiy
are _not hel~ m the fame dhmation with them as with us, yet many of
their marned women are faid to pique themfelves ·01,1 its ftrict obferv:-

zz z

-.._; . ·~
.

\

. -FIRST _ MISSIONARF. VOYAGE .

[APPENDIX,

.

ance, · and are~ not, to1be-won at any. rater! b.ei11g only ac~effible to the
.
.
.
.
_,
hufband's tayo.
. - . ' ·.. . ·..
· ·.
·
-.
_T he :fingle young.men-, ~vho in the heivas indulge indecent geftures,
would not dare to .d o. fa.at any other time; . and however firangely the
·~omen act in public da~ces.,,rio woman of character would_a?mit of im~
proper liberti~s clfe;where. Th.ey never unc~:V~r their breafis but~h~n t~ey
·batne . nor their. bofom. and fhoulders but m the prefence of the chief.
Thei; ideas· ,no do;bt,- oL fhaine and delicacy are very different from
ours; the; are. n_of i,et advanced to ariy fuch . fiate
~ivilizati~n
.and ·refinement; but the woman_· who_faiJt:d with the fh1p foon beca~e as ·referved in rriann'ers and .drefs ·as any European; and the
progrefs rnad<;,, in · the '.ifianµ by-~!he -~iffio~ari~li:~~ t~is re~~ect when
the £hip rr.eturh.ed, r-was,e:v.ident andipleafing._ - _r; ·:. ": .
•
; H a·rwoman:-;Has·,any p.e(ect' ;Oi:°ide(opnit.y; < ·ilie·:ca:refollY- ~onceals_..1t ;
-and :·.when .thiJL-igo·•intcLthe wa.ter they fake, with ~them. br_~ap ·leaves
:to fupply the !-:p lase ·of -cloth.I Tlieir,confia~t bath1rig _p revents ev':'ry
1
.difagreeable fn1el~r f,ro.LD, perfpiration,. a:?dj th..e1r·• IJ1P~~h and: te~~h b~rng
·w.afh_eck, a1: eyery,~ meal;·,,prefei:~es. _tli.e1,~•Jtefth .white ?,nd, thetr brtath
•
..
•
•
J
f,
,
·
· • r· · , · ·.
'
:{ weet.· < • • • • ., •
·• •
• •i :
-, · • .. · r" •
. They e~tracl: every hair from the nofe, . arm-pits, &c. to prevent
\ts harbouring .aajr d_ufi oi fouln~fs. i Their beards are uf~ally .neatL!
·tr,immed--w.ith fhells; and)thei.r. hair {hod o~: long, accordmg ~o their
.fancy. ,.. T~;.wo.inen, ~xc~ptr :thofe:' who!J af!'ecl to b~ prophe~e~es.,
wear their hair' fhort' and decked, with· flowers·, paymg the. m~eft
regard to their perforis . .They adjufi.their bro':s an~ _eyelafh~s., chppmg
them if too long and forming the ·eyebrows mto~ egular arches,.. Nor
· 1to ·,t.h eJlj_
· p1!.r..1ons,.,
' .r.
amt
at ...
the-.o-lafs
are the imen clefs' attent1vt
: ·. will'
~. -fit --o - •
1
dreffing with the greatefi ,complacence. , r -A bl:\ck _CQGO~--p.ut ~ell fille5i
.with water ferved them for _·a looking-glafs, u}l "!'e fupphed them
with what they fo 1 l}.ighly prized. Fifu fcale.s , or fhdls, forme~
their tweezers, the db.ark's ·teeth their fci:ffirs, aP.d the bamppo their
combs . . The. fragrant.oil J~pplie~ ·tr~e -pl.ace of.p9matum, and p~wder
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!and civet can hardly furnifh greater beai.1s. At their heivas they-put
-on their be~, and drefs in the moil: tafty manner fancy can fug gefi.
· Both fexes have their ears b'orcd for ornaments ; . in them they wear
pearls, or beads, hanging down about two inches in a plait of hair;
fometimes the hole . ·of the ear is fiu~k ·with an odoriferous flower.
They have pearls which they value very highly; and at :firff our
white beads, which refemble them, were i:nuch coveted; but when
they 'found they ,were fpoiled· with water,. they _ceafed to bein demand. 'As long- asr they are able to move, they nev'er ·neglect bathing;.
the old;, who · can f:ca~cely :crawl, get down t0 the river; nor does
any ficknefs · _or difeafe prevent ·them ; nothirlg but utter inability re. firains them fr.om the' water.
·
' They propuce ·fire ,in the following manner: with their' t~eth, or
a mhfole-fhell, they; .,fharpen a -flick .of '.p orou ~wood·; and fixing a
larger piece of the fame under their feet, they with both hands and
a ·q1iick rri0tion -rub a ' ftore in the 'board · -at their feet till the dufi
· produced takes fire; they have dried leaves. or grafa ready, into which
they fweep' t-nis _tinder d~fi, and wrapping. it up, wave , it in-· the
•wind . till it kindles=into a ft~me·: while'. they are rubbing· they continue :finging, or chantfog ,a hymn or prayer, till the fire ·is, pro. duced, i_n about two minutes if the wood· be completely dry. In
wet w~ather this -is a difficult tafk., and the~efore'they µfually then
. carry abo'ut with them fire, which in the dry weather they rieed not
do. The women are 11-ot ftiffered to kindle a fire from that made by
their hufbands, or any other man, except thofe feminine male aifociates which at.t end them, and are fubjecl: 'to the fame rules.
They never fuffer a fly to touch their food if they can help it; and
ilioulcl they find one dead in their puddings, or any of their proviiions,
which fo~etimes cannot be avoided, they throw ·it to the hogs.
• Hence they al'l carry fly-flaps; thefe are ufually made of .fe~thers,
and · fixed to a handle of wood ten or twelve inches long, fometimes
carved, fometimes plain~ 'Fh_e wing bones of the large:O: fowls,
· when cleaned, are ufed for handles; ~nd if they have not thefe, they
~
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fupply· their place by a bough from the neareft tree. Whenever you
.enter a houfe, or 'approach a place where provifions are preparing,
this is the firfr thing they offer you. When the provifions are
dreifed and ·hot before you, the boys continue to fan away the fli€s
with fly-flaps, nothing being more offenfive or difagreeable than that
a fly ihould get into their mouths; and their averfion to touch them
with their hands is fuch, that ihould a dead fly be found on any
-part of their body, they would go infiantl y to the river and waih
.themfelves. Thefe flies at times are numerous, but not fo venomous
as the muiketoes in the W efi Indies : they are of two forts, the
common bla:ck fly, and a gray-one o(the fame fize, w~ich fometimes
fiings iharply. They have alfo butterflies, butterfly moths, tnuf··ketoes, ,lizards, fcorpions, «entipedes, beetles, ·crickets, grafshoppers,
·fn;?;,all ants, ..fah.d...flies, anµ '1 others'. '; but .neither d-a ngerol,).S nor very
ftrcmb lefoine.
, Tae rt1iddle-aged of aU claffes generally take a ·nap at- noon, during
the heat. of fhe day. · a'o ;this the yava, among !h0fe who 4rink it.
does not a little difpofe. The .aged., as.more watthfol, need not this
--indulge11ce; and the youth, too lively to fieep during the daylight_,
-find always fome fport or amufement to employ them.
During the night, if firangers lodge with them, they burn the
·candle-nut, ftuo:k on ik.evvers, that they may find· their way in and
out ~f the ·houfe without inc6mmodation · from thofe who fieep on
the floor, fometimes to the amount of fifty or fixty perfons. Nor
-w as it unufual to get up and have provifions rea0y in the night ; ahd '
fome fit . and chat, and tell ff01:ies, with which they are always de. lig-hted. _We obferved that th6fewhich regarded-us, ,a~dom~European
manners and cufioms, lefs interefted them than their own, as their
minds were not enlarged to a capacity of comprehending the reports
which were made, and thefe too often fabulous. · One navigator told
them,. we had :!hips as much larger than his as 'that was bigger than
their fmalleft canoes ; that we had veffels which would reach from
Otaheite to Ulietea, about forty-five leagues; and of fo vaft a height,
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that a young 1:1an going to the topmaft-head grew gray before he·
c~me down a?am ; that our rourid tops contained forefrs of fr.uit-trees
b1~ger _than t~e ~read-fruit. Pomarre very earneftly preifed Captain
W~lfon to fay !f It was true; but though undeceived.in this refpecr, •
the~ are as much fr~ggered at hearing of a hou{e ·o f ft0ne 0£ ten
fiones, or a bridge ov~r a river of the fame materials, as wide ·as
w?uld fpan·the narrow part of their valleys from mou~tain to moun-·
tam. Such giga~tic ideas .exceed the fcope of their intellect ; bur
"'~h~tev~r ':as related .of the Marquefas, or Tongatabo"o, their inhabi~a~ts, country, manners, trees, canoes, was heard with the greateft
avi~rty, ~n~ always drew an audience about the relater, beyond even
theu favourite national fl:ories.
. ~he! ·1ay not_ ~he leaft' refrraint upon their clnildren from the day
the~ ~r~ _born; oemg the head of· their familie,s-; 'they are indulged in
eveny th' 1:,ng: .t h ey
' ·h ave th eir
· own amufements called heiva tama
·
' thefe are generally
reede ,· as ·they grow up and ad:vance tp manhood
abandone~: b~1t none are controlled by any authority, and any one
may continue m them if he pleafes.
,
Though_ in f~rne refpecrs they are not at all delicate, yet in con~equen<:_e of their frequent bathings', in the Iaigeft companies there
1~_ nothmg offenfive b_
u t "the heat:> Here, as elfewhere, there are
fo~e who make a trade of beauty, and know too how to make their
of it, having ~ number •of pimps and bawd,s, nomm
· al
advantage
1 · ·
re at1on~,. }Vho agree for and -receive· the price of profritutiori ; but if
a, , •perfon
1s the tayo of tn.e huiband'1 he mt'.fl.
· nO' 1·b
·
•
ul1. 1·n.Julg
Ill
e in
1 ertleS
~1th the fifiers or the daug:hters, , becaufe they are confidered as
his o~n fi~:s or daughter~, .and 'inceft · is held in abhorrence by
the1:1, nor will any temptation engage them to violate this bond of
pt~nty• . The wife, however, is excepted, and confidered as common
property for the tayo. Lieutenant Corner-alfo added, that a tayoihip
formed between different fexes put the mofr folemn barrier ao-ainft
all perfonal liberties. Our brethren. who are returned, ho\;ever,
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think this not to be the cafe ; or that they have, :fince his vi~t, ~egenerated. The women of quality allow themfelves greater liberties
than their inferiors ; and many of the arreoy women pride.thei:nfelves
on the number of their admirers, arid live in a fearfully prom1fcuous
intercourfe. Few children can be the confequence, an~ thefe ~re
·
umverfally
murdered t h e moment they are -born• Vet
. .' w.ith all this,
.
many are true and tender wives ; their large families p~.ove their
facred attachment to the individual with whom they are united; and
our European,,failors who have cohabited with them have de~lared.' that
more faithful and affectionate creatures ·to them and their childr~~
could no -.where be .found. The hifrory .of Peggy Stewart _marks a .
tendernefs of heart that never will be , heard without emot10n : fhe
was daught€r of a chief, .and takeri for his. wife ~y Mr. _Stewa~t,
one of the unhappy mutineers. They had hved with_ the .ol~ chief
in the .mofr tender frate of endearment,; a beautiful little gu:l ~had
been •the fruit of their union, and was'. at.the breafy ~hen the-Pan-.
dora arrived, feized the criminals, and fecured them m irons on b0ard
the fhi p. Frantic with grief, the unhappy Peggy ( for fo h~ had named,
her) flew ~ith her infant in -a canoe to the arms of ,her huifband. The
intervi€w was ·fo affecting and ,affi.icting, that the officers on board were
overwhelmed iwith anguifh, and Stewart himfel~, unabl~ to bear the
heart-rending;fcene, •b egged fhe might not be admitted agam on boar~.
She was feparated ,from him by violence; and conveye~ on fhore m
ftate of defpair and grief too big for utterance. Withheld from
·
and forbidden to come .any more on hoard, fhe funk into the
d~;~fr dejection ; it preyed on her vitals ; ~e lofr all relifh for food
and life; rejoiced no more; pined under a rapid decay of two months,
and foll a victim · to her feelings, dying literally of a 10roken h~rt •.
h ·1d is yet alive and the tender object of our care, havmg
H
er c i
,
d h d"f.
~een brought up by a·fifrer, who nurfed it as he•r own, an . as 1 .c..½.arged all the duties. of an affectionate mother to the orp~an mfant.
They .are .very .fond of dogs, .and efpecially .thof~ with a b.Qfhy.

~
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tail, the hair of which they employ in their fine breafi-plates ; and
the women _often not only fondle the puppies, but fuckle them at their
breafts.
_The women are not permitted to eat with the men, nor may they
dnnk out of the fame cup. Many kinds of food are utterly forbidden
them; and thofe which they may ufe, are gathered and dreifed
by themfelves, or by thofe feminine male aifociates who wait upon
them, and live with them. If a man touch their peculiar food,
they are obliged to throw it away. No reprefentation of a woman is
permitted at any of their morais.
B~1t of allJ their cuftoms, , thofe marked with greatefr horror are
th~ mfant murders committed in the arreoy fociety, and of female
children, too common out of it; their human facri.fices, and their
abominable mawhoos: thefe, witn the wars fo frequent, and the
difeafes which deftroy the very principle of life, threaten to depopulate ~ country, fruitful as the garden of the Hefperides ; and they .
mufr, if our labours do not fucceed, become in the next generation
extinct, without .fire from heaven.
A . practice of
. a kind fo abominably .filthy as fcarce to be credited,
was c_ommumcated by the Swede, and con.firmed by one of the
Ot~hei~eans who was prefent-that there had been a fociety ~t Otaheite
and Eimeo, who, in their. meetings; always ate -h uman excrement
but that it had been fuppreffed by t he other natives of Otaheite.
'
They have a mode of lulling themfelves to refr: the hufband and
wife, ~hen th_ey lie ~own, take· their pipe of three notes, which they
blow with their nofrnls ; one plays whiifr the other chants in unifon
with it! and this they continue alternately till they fall afleep.
Their genero.fity is boundlefs, and appears exceffive : the inftances
our brethren record are furprifing. Not only cart-loads of provifion
· ~o:e. than they could confume were fent in for the whole body, but
mdiv1duals h ave received th~ moft furprifing aouncJance, without any
adequate return-even expected or fuggefted. To one of the miffionades
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.
with a travelling houfe, three
was given as a prefent a double c~nfoel 'r: h d brea11.-plate two large
fi ·
b ut1 u 1eat ere
· n
'
large pearls, a fine ·eme, a ea
. bundance with yarious
,. d
d cloth and fine mats m a
•
hogs, 1an a1 woo •
'.
b obferved in the narrative.
other things; and fimilar mftances ~a~ b~t ufually eat as foon as they
They have not always regular meas, .
ef,pecially the chiefs.
k
Some
are
very
vorac1ous,
f
d two ounds, at leaft, o
rife at dayb rea ·
.
·
Pomarre hath eaten a couple of fowls, ~n
d The chiefs
h"
at
a
meal
with
us
on
oar
·
pork, befides oth er t mgs.,
r
h .
ufement . have more
. fl th y only work ior t e1r am
,
all live luxunou Y:
e
.
f
. drink daily the yava;
.
h
idfi the fcarc1ty o .women ,
f
wives t an one am
d h f, db their women; and o ten
when they fleep are fanned an h ~ ahe·va?and ente~tainments.
f the night at t eir ei
fit up great part o
.
wa of ex reffing their joy as well asThey have a very fim1lar_ d~
Pa dear friend returns from a
r
hether a relat10n ies, or
.
t with which every woman
forrow ; ior w
'
h .nfi
. ourney, the {hark's toot ~ ru1:1en ,. . . employed and the blood
J
.
r. lf
h marriage, 1s agam
'
.
f
furmfhes hene at er
h
fi "fi d their utter difapprobation o
d
As our bret ren 1gm e
r.
d
fireams own. ·
h ·
.1 d with the natives to fu1pen
thefe [elf-inflicted cruelties' t eyf pdr.el~a1l: . and tau o-ht them to fhake
1 fi fuch tokens o e ig 1~,
b
for us' at . ea ,
. f iles inftead of fire~ms of blood.
hands, or welcome us with m. '11.
may add the di{honour
h
fi uncommon cuHoms' we
ft
Among t e mo_
ld
The advanced in years are thru
and difrefpect paid to o age. .
Even the reverend Otey (for·
little
or
no
attention.
bl
afide, and receiv!;
,
V
Taow) with his venera e
-.
d lled by ancouver,
,
merly Whappal, an ca
and the o-randfather of Otoo, was
white beard, the father of Pomarre, ld h di°y permit him to enter the
ar
.
h'
. d by them. they wou
fcarcely notice
. d 1 f: th . captain exprefsly called to im.,
board . an un e s e
f
cabin w h en on
' . .
0 ne 0 four old feamen was o ten
.
1
fide
m
his
canoe.
they kept h im a ong
d. r ' r. when any thing refufe was
• ·d· 1 In 11coune,
·
,, At Tongataboo we noticed
the object of their n icu_ e.
.
h
lled 1t '' old man.
r.
mentioned, t ey ca
f h ged the younger penons
t l1e very r everfe .· in the prefence o t e a
obferved a mofi refpecl:ful :filence.
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Their mode of falutation is very different from ours : they touch
nofes ; and wonder that we <;an exprefs affecl:ion by wetting one
another's faces with our lips.
In war they pracl:ife no difcipline, and ~re under no obligation to
fight longer than they like; and it is much lefs difgraceful to run
away from an enemy with whole bones, than to fight and be
wounded; for this, they fay, would prove a_ man -rather foolifh than
warlike. Except a man has killed an enemy, he is not efl:eemed a
warrior; and th@ugh they dread a fear as difhonourable, they fight
with a fury-be>rdering .on madnefs, as they know the lofs of a battle
-w ould be the 1ofs of aI.l their prnperty, which, though of inconfiderable -value, they are reluctant to be deprived of, not fo much from
any covetous defire of poffeffing, as from their priding themfelves on
their genero:Gty, and having fomething to give; and this- they de;>
with a grace that adds fi-iU more to the favour.
When a perfon @f eminence d-ies, even if a child of the fuperior
clafs, he is preferved, and not buried, unlefs he died of fome contagious or offenfive difeafe. They take 0ut- the vifcera, and dry the
body with cloth, anointing it within and -without with the perfumed
oil; and this is fr~quently repeated. The perfon who performs this
office is co.unted unclean, and may not touch provifions or feed himfelf for a _month. The relations and friends who are a-bfent, perform
their part of the funeral rites at their arrival, each female prefenting a
piece of cloth to .the corpfe; and they continue to drefs and decorate
.the body as if alive, arid to furniih it with provifions, fuppofing -that
the foul which ho:vers round receives fa:tisfacl:ion from fuch marks of
·attention; they therefore not only take care of it thus, but ,repeat
before it fome of the tender fcenes which happened during their lifetime, and wiping the blood which the fhark's teeth has drawn,.
depofit the· cloth on the tupapow, as the proof of their affection. ,
Whilfl: any offenfive fmell remains, they furround the corpfe with
garlands of flowers, and bring the f~eet-fcented oil to anoint it.
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If a chief dies, he is carried round the ifland to the diftricls where
he had property, or where his particular friends refide; and the
funeral ceremony is repeated : after a tour of fome months, he returns
to refi at the place of his ufual refidence. Some bodies are preferved
like dried parchment; others, when the flefh is mouldered away,
aftei- lying on the tu papow, are buried.
The preferved corpfes ·are called tupapow mure, and kept above
ground; and thefe, in war, are as liable to be tak~n ?rifoners as the •
living, and are as great a trophy as an enemy flam m battle. T~e
man who takes the body aifumes the chieftain's name; -therefore, m
time of inva:fion, thefe are generally the firft things conveyed to the
mountains, as a place of fecurity: thither, alfo, they carry Captain
Cook's picture, the lofs of which would be efteemed as afflictive as
that of a chief; and the conquerors might lay claim .to the diftrict
allotted to him, according to their laws of fucceffion.
The priefts· never pray over t~e dead, unlefs they die .of fome
infectious diforder,. and then they entreat him to bury the difeafe
with him in the grave, and not inflict it on any other perfol'l. when
he is fent back as an eatooa. They throw a plantain-tree i11to the
grave, and bury with him, or ~urn, all his utenfils, that no perfon
may be infected by them.
.
. .
· They bury none in the morai, but thofe offered m facnfice, or
fl.ain in battle., or the children of chiefs which have been frrangled at
the birth-an act of atrocious inhumanity too common. When, at
}aft, after the flefh is confumed above ground, they bury t~1e bones,
they often preferve the fk.ull, · as a precious relic, wrappin~ it i~
cloth, and keeping it with great care_ in a frame or box m therr
houfe, as a t:eftimo11y of their affection.
When any friend, or a ftranger, vifits a family, he is received
with the moft cordial welcome. The mafter and miftrefs, and
perhaps -all in the houfe, call out, and repeat it, Mannowwa, welcome;
to which the vifitor replies, Harre mililay, I am coming: thofe of the
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~oufe anfwer, Yourana t'Ea:t6oa, God blefs you; to which the reply
1s, Tayeeay, here, and then fits down. The occafion of his vifi.t and
hi_s wiihes are demanded by the mafter of the family, and anfwered
with the greateft frank.nefs. Inftantly preparation is made of a pig,
or fowl, to entertain the {hanger; and if it is more than can be
eaten, it is put into a bafk.et, and fent with him home: meantime,
whatever he requefts is· given, if in the power of the hoft; and if
not, _he fends round to his friends and neighbours to procure it : this
alfo IS accompanied with a prefent 9[ cloth and perfumed oil, or
fomething wnich hath cofi them labour, as they fay provifions come
fpontaneoufly, and are to be made little fiore of; bttt what is manufacl:nred, or obtained with toil, is beft fuited to be gJ~en or req:ived
as prefents. If any perfon fneezes, they ufe the fame falutation,
·
· -·
God blefs yi:m, yourana f'Eat60a-.
They never return thanks, nor feem to have a worcl in their language
expreif:ve of that idea. Should they not meet with ;:i. cordial welcofi}e,
.the~ would fay fo without fcruple to the next perfon they vifited,
which would be highly difgraceful to the offeader, as their efiabliihea
law of hofpitality is to ente~ta-in all ffrangers; ancl many make the
tour of the ifland for months together, fore to find every where
a cordial reception.
,
·
'
·
· Wpen a chief, or ftrang~r of rank, vifits them.from another i'iland,
all t~e men of _his ow°: fl:ation ia life prefent their Q0tdoo, or peaceoffenn?. He IS feated m the houfe of ftrangers, feveral being ei:,ected
for this very purpofe, va:£l: ancl fpacious ; the chiefs of the diftri&
aife1:1ble round ~im, with a priefl:, who makes a long prayer, or
oration; and havmg feveral young plantain-trees, h.e ties a buach of
red feathers to one of them, and with a pig 0r fowl, lays it at the
firanger's feet, who takes the feathers, and fiicks them in his ear, or
his hair. The priefts of the inferior focondary chiefs repeat a like
offering, and a feaft is immediately provided, with prefonts of cfoth,
l1ogs , &c. If a ratirra vifits, he will .ibill find a more numer,ous body to
receive him; and though the feaft may not be as fumptuous, there are
~
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fo many to welcome him ofhis own rank, that he may fray a month
in a diftritt, and vifit round every day: indeed they are feldom in
hafte. Nor are the lower cla:ffes lefs hofpitable according t0 their
a.bility; a-no every where there is fuch plenty of food and raiment,
that fome of them continue wandering over the iiland for many years
together, and never find lack of fuftenance.
Fr0m 0ne caufe or another, they frequently change their names ;
fo that a perfon abfent from them a few years, would be at a lofs to
find out ·thofe with whom he was beft acquainted, unlefs he met
them. The names of places and things are continued, unlefs they
happen to confift of fyllables containing the king's name, in which
cafe, during his lifetime, they are changed, but at his death the
common name is refumed.
They have an avedion to compare the :Gze of any food to
-a perfon's head, and regard this as a fpecies of blafphemy and infult.
A hand laid on the head would be a high offence. One of thofe
feamen who refided on the ifiand, a brute, in outrage of their cuftoms,
would carry provifions on his head, and was regarded with horror as
a cannibal: they have even different names for the head of a hog,
d0g, a bi,rd, a fi.{h.
If a man eats in a houfe with a woman, he ta:kes one end, and
{he fhe other, and they fieep. in the middle. If a woman has a child,
the provi:Gons for it muft not come in at the fame door with the
mother's ; but there is an opening like a window, through which
they are received; and it would be reckoned beafily in the higheft
degree for her to eat w hiift fue is fuckling her child. When they
travel, their provi:Gons muft be carried in feparate canoes.
The cufrom of uncovering before the chiefs is univerfal. We have
introduced, however, it is faid, a mode of evading it : if any man
or woman be clothed in a iliirt, or coat, of European cloth, or has a
,hat of our manufacture, he is not obliged to be unclothed: it fuffices
-jf he removes the piece of Otaheite cloth which is over his fuoulders.

SECTION

VII~

Amuflments.
THEIR life is with~ut toif, and every man at liberty to do, go,
and· a~ as he plea~es, .w1th?ut the diftrefs of care, or apprehenfion of
wa~t, and as the1r le1fure 1s great, their fports and amufements are
various.
thefe, fwimming in the furf appears to afford them fingular
d~hght. . At this fport both fexes are very dexterous ; and the
diverfion .1s reckoned great in proportion as .the f~rf runs higheft, and
breaks wit~ the greateft violence : tney will continue at it for hours
together, till they are tired. Some make ufe of a fmall board two
feet and a half, ~r more, formed with a {harp point, like the' forepart 0 ~ a canoe; but others ufe none, and depend wholly on their own
dex~enty. !hey fwim out beyond where the [well of the furf
begms, which they follow as it rifes, throwing themfelves on the
top o~ the. wave, and fteering them(elves with one leg, whilft the
other 1s ra1fed out ?f the water, their breaft repofing on the plank,
and one hand m~~mg t~em forward, till the furf begins to gather
w~y: as th~ rap1d1ty of its motion increafes, they are carried onward
with !he moil.amazing velocity, till the furf is ready to break on the
ihore, when, ma moment, they fteer themfelves round with fo quick
ahmovement as .to dart head foremoft through the wave , and n'fimg on
t e outfide, fw1m back again to the place where the furf firft. b ·
t f 11 d. ·
egms
o .we , 1vmg all the way through the waves, which are runrtin ·
funouily on the iliore.
g
In the courfe of this amufement they fometimes run foul of each
other, .when many are fwimming together; thofe who are coming on
not bemg able to ftop their motion, and thofe who are moving the
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contrary way, unable to keep their fufficient diftance, fo th~t they
· are carried together by the ruihing wave, and hurled neck and h~els
on ihore before they can difembarrafs themfelves, and get wel~ bruifed
on their landing. The women are excellent at thi~ fport; and I~deah,
the queen mother, is reckoned the moft expert m the whole ~fland.
The children take the fame diverfion in a weaker furf, learmng to
fwim as foon as they learn to walk, and feldom meet with any acc~dent, except being dafhed on the beach; but hardly ev~r a perfo~ 1s
drowned. If a ihark comes in among them, they,all forround h im,
and force him on fhore, if they can but once get him into the furf,
though they ufe no infl:ruments for the purpofe ; and :fhould ~e
efcape they continue their fport, "unapprehenfive of danger. This
diverfi~n is moft common when the wefterly winds prevail, as they
are always· atten~ed with a heavy fwell, which continues many days
after the bad weather is abated.
Their amu(ements on ihore are, throwing t~e {pear, or javelin_,
ihooti~g witp. bows and arrows, wreftlin~, dancing, and feveral other
games; 3:t all which the women have their turn as well as the men;
but they always pby feparately from each other.
.·
.
The javelins are from eight to fourteen feet long, and pomted with
the fwharra, or palm-tree. · Thefe they hurl at a mark fet up at the
diftante of thirty or forty yards, with great exacl:nefs. They hold the
fpear in the right hand, and poife it ov~r the fore-finger of the left. At
this game one diftricl: often plays agamft another, _but never for a~y
wage~, only the diftri~ in which they play provides a~ entertamment.
Their b 0 ws are made of porow, and thei~ arrows of fmall bamboos,
pointed with toa wood, which they fix_on with brea~-fruit gum.
The bow-firings are made of the bark of the roava; with thefe they
ihoot againft each other, not at a mark, but for the greateft difl:ance.
They never ufe this inftrument in war; and the clothes they wear on
this occafion are facred to the game, and never worn at any other
time. Since they have lear~ed the ufe of more deftructive weapons,
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t-he guns,_ which they have procured from u-s, they are faid to have
eecotne excellent markfmen.
They are dext~rous wre:fHers. When they cha:llenge each other
they ftrike the bend of the _left arm with the right hand, and if lefthanded, l'everfe it.. The arm· being; bent, receives the hand on
its cavity, -and 1llilkes·a loud report . . The .man who returnsthe clap,
· accepts the challenge1 and throws 'b oth arms forward, ,~s . rf to lay
bold of hi~ antagoni-ft. ,The ring is immediately formed, and -tliey
•c1ofe with each 0ther. As fo0n as the ftruggle iffues in the faH
•Qf either., ·he ·N.lendy reti,res, nor incurs any difgrace, and the
·Gonqueror goes ·clapping rnund the ri~g. If they wrefi:le one difiri&
:~gainft another, ·the women always wrefile ·firft, and the men
fucceed. . At this, Iddeah, the queen.:mother, excels:; and whea
t_h e ·party is wo11 or 16ft, the women of the vicl:ori0us diftrid: firike
ttp a dance.- Iddeah is ufually miftrefs of 'the ceremonies, and ap ...
points the number of falls which ,fha:11 be -made·: · the. party which
gains that number firfl:, is .adjudged ·the victor-; and the vanq_ujfhed
exprefs n9t the Jeaft di.ffat_isfall:ion. In g~neral, the women bear fheir
foils wprfe than t~ myn., and betray nil.oft :ugris @f anger :at ·being
worfted.
T~ey -frequ~ntly ·exercife ·at quarter-fiaff; and :ire very expert
at defending ·their head, · and all 0ther parts of ·their ·body: this •~hey
practife from their tendere'fr -age.-: The fcience of defence is a chief
object:; for a wcmnd in war confers no honour, ·b ut rather difgrace ~
theref~re they always bide the fear, if poffible.
·
. 'J::'11.ey practife the :fling for amufement, as well as ·employ it
in battle, and throw a fione with great force and tolerabl~ exacl:nefs..
Their :flings·are made from the plaited fibres of the cocoa-nut ·huik,
1:iaving a broader part t0 ,receive ·the ftone-: at 0n_e end -is :a loop for the
tand, in order to keep the fling £aft when they difcharge the -fione.
In charging the :fling they hold it-roun~ their ihoulders., ·keepimg the
ftone faft in it with their left thumb, and jumping, fwing the fling
three times round their .heads, -holding .the left hand .grafped on the
j B
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wri,fi of the right, and thus difcharge the -ftone with a force fufficient
to enter the bark of a tree at two hundred yards diftance; the ftone
flying at an equal diftance from the ground, like a bullet, all the
way.
Their dances are various. The heiva is performed by men and
wom,en in feparate parties. The women are moft gracefully dreffed,
and keep exact time with th~ munc during the performance, obfervi_n g·
a regular ·movement both of .hands. and feet, though notliing refem..
bliJ1g our dances. The heiva is ufually performed by torch-light.'
The manner is exactly reprefented in Cook's Voyages. They generally dance under cover~ but, by day, before the houfes, unlefs it'
rains, having large mats fpread on the grafs. The women's drefs
is a ,l ong_white petticoat of fin~ d~th, with a red border, and a red
ftripe abQut ten inches from the bottom; a, ki0.d of veft, or corllet,
made of white or coloured cloth, comes clofe up under the-arms, and
covers the breaBis ; to this they attach two bunches of black feather&
a.t the po.int of each breafr ; fo¥eral taffels of the fame hang round the,
waift, and fall as low as the knees. Two or three red or -blaek feathers.
.on each fore-finger fupply the place of rings. On the· back, from:
the fhoulder to the hip, are fixed two large pieces of cloth l'leatly'
plaited, like a fan or furbelow, and edged wit,h red. Their heads
are ornamented with the tamou, or vaft braids of human hair
wrapped round like a turban, and' ftuck full of fragrant and beautiful:
flowers, intermixed wjth beads ama !hark's teeth: our .fine,writingpaper was alfo fometimes applit;d in a~dition to t~efe ornaments.
.
A mafter e>f ceremoniet, directs the movements of the•daricers ; and
when. the W0li'Iil€R retire, th€ir pfac,es are -fupplied by a chorus, who
fing with the mufic, 011 by actors, who per(or~ paatomimes, feiz-ing
the ~anners of their Eur:opean vifitors, whieh they imitate in great·
perfection: not-fpariag the conduct of their own chiefs, when objectsof fatir€ ; wJii.ch ferves. as a falutary check and admonition; for if theyax,e faulty, they are fore to be publicly expofed.
The houfes in which the heivas are perfor-med are open at the ends
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and in front, the_ back being fcreened by matting of cocoa-nut leaves :
round the ends and in front of the houfe there is .a low railing of
about a foot in height, within which. the performers e~hibit; and
without, the audience fit or ftand : the area before the houfe and the
floor are all covered with matting.
Any number of women may perform at once; but as the drefs isvery expenfive, feld0m more than two or four-dance•, and when this
is done before the chief, the dreffes are prefented to him after the
heiva is finifued; and thefe contain thirty or forty yards of cloth, froin
one to four yards wide.
· The ponnara, or evening dance, is performed by any number of
,women, 0f any age or defcr-iption, who chufe to attend at the place
app_ointed, wh~ch is ufually the cool fhade. They are dreffed in
thelr beft apparel, ana their heads decorated with wreaths of flowers.
They divide into two equal . parts, ab.o ut 'twenty yards diftant, arid
placing themfelves in rows oppofite to each other, a fmall green
bread-,f ruit is brought by way of a football. The leading dancer of one
~arty takes this in her hand, and, ftepping 04t abou~ midway; drops
it before her, and fends it with her foot, to the oppofite row, returning
to her place; if_'the ball efcapes, without being ftopped in its courfo
-~efore i~ touc~es the ground, they ftrike up the dance and fing, beating
time with their hands and feet; this lafts about five minutes when
they prepare to re<;eive the ·ball from the othe~ party who hav~ ftood
ftill: if they catch the ball, they return it again; if it efcape'them, the
other party dance in their turn. After thus amufing themfelves and
-the fpecl:ators· for forn.e hours, · the ball is kicked away, and both
,parties fhi~e up together. It is at this time they ufe the lewd gdtures defcnbed by fome of our voyagers; but thefe only are practifed
PY the young and wanton, who (fays the reporter) are no more to be
taken for the ftandard of manners than the ladies in the Strand, or the
fea-riymphs at Spithead, .would be fpecimeris of our fair cQunt-ry..
women.
\
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VIII..

Pro.v iflons• and Cookeri-

THE- country abounds in· every thirig neceffary ror the fo{le..
nance of its inhabitar1:ts•. Th~y have multitudes of hogs, which breed
rapidly, and fame.of a very large fort: dogs are highly relifhecl; and.
rats. are numerous and troubkforrre :·· common fowls are in great
abundance. Thete, with the birds,. confiitute the chief of their anim~I
faod.
We had.made an effort to increafe their frock, but with little fuccefs.
The mare only is y~t alive at Ulietea, but. the horfe is dead.- In their
wars the €at~le were carried to Eimeo; the bull is defiroyed, and the
.cows grown wild . . The oreed of fheep perifhed. ~ They made attempts
to, d1iefs·the beef·and mutton y but: having· no mode but" our.ning them
as the hogs, . and baking them ifl. their. ovens, the hide was tou·g h._as
leather, and the tafte .highly offeri.five : this made them neglected and
4efpifed.· The goats have had better fpeed, but are difliked for their
fmell and the mifchief they do tJ1e cloth plantations, and are fo infe..:.
rior to. their hogs _and dogs, as never to be eaten by th€ natives;. t_hey
:are chiefly dFiven to the mountains. .T;he cats multiply' and are ·ufeful.
We have lately endeavoured to repair the.breed of :lheep, ·and though
the heft . ram died, ·there is a profpect of their increafe under our
~are, _unlefs deftroyed by the natives or thei.r dogs. A neft of rabbits
has been produced, and they can h~rdly fail of fpreading. We have
ducks alfo, but they have not yet well ·fucceeded. A bull fent to
, Eimeo would continue the breed, though ·the natives dare not approach the co_ws, which are grown wild. on the mountains. _ The
fame fa_te attended the vegetables, which the former voyagers carried
thither, as the animals. Not having patience to let them ripen, and
_i
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rafting them when green! t~ey defpifed the grapes, ~nd trod them·under
foot;- and the pines had hardly a better iffue :· but· the latter are now
eultivated, and, under our care, will foon be a valuable acce:ffion tG
their frock of fruits. The Indian· c0rn · Would ripen every three
mbnths, if they.thought it worth· their pains~ . Our b~ethren wilf
probably greatly increafe the n~mber of cul-inary arricles, though the
natives have already abundance, and care not for any additions.
Fifh they take of ma~y forts: and in great plenty·: · and they have
fuch a profufion of n:>ots, frufts,and vegetables, as can fcarcely 'be em1 ...
merated: the greater part' growing fpontaneohfiy, and needing neither
labour nor ctlltrtre: -The·ptincipal of thefe -is the o o R 0 a, .or bread-fruit~
This beautiful·, , ufeful-, and' highly e:!kemed \'tgetable feems peculiar
t<;>· the . Paci.fie Ocean, and- is in· its higheft perfection at Otaheite.
The tree is of the fize of a middling. oak, which in its branching it
aie
like· ti1ofe of the
greatly refembies•j
the•1 l€a~es, . however!,
.
r
. •
• .. ..
,
fig-tree, both in colour and fobfl:a-nce : they aFe a foot .and a half in
length, .o f an• oblong -form, the edges . deeply indented, and the ribs
yidding, when -· broRerr," a wHite . milky, "juice:-. fro.r:n _the bark~ or
frock; a Lfl:r;ng black 'gum exud~s,· which- :f€rves_-them infiead 'o f
pikh for ' the' canoes·, . and;:,as ,bir<llime_ to· eat~h tHe fmaller bi'r ds;
and ·w-hic'h\, bf tapping,' might be.produced in _gFeat qYantities: Th~
tree is of'guick' g•rowtli, :fho0ts again when c~t down, 'arid--bears fruit
in about four.,years: This, rrloft plentifµl 'a,nd nutritious food grows
as la;ge as a ~~ri's two fifts.:} Its fotface is -rough like riet-Work'; "the
'-fkin is thin; the core but fmalf; the intermediate part·, which is eaten,
white, and very like the confifience of :the crumb of a new-baked roll.
It is divided like an apple,. and the core·t·aken out, and then roafted in
their. oven, when its tafte is very :firnilar to the crumb- of the fi.neft
wheaten bread, with a flight fweetnefs, as from- a. mixture of the
Jerufalem artichoke. Befides furni:lh,ing the mQft nutritive food, and
in the greateft abundance; this tree claims pre-emirnmce, as affording
from its ba,rk the mofi durable· clothing; the wood being excellent
for building, and for their canoes, having the fingular prop.erty-·o f
1
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· not being affe¢red by the w9rms ; and the leaves aTe employed as
wrapp~rs for drefiing ~heir provifions. When the fruit is ripp they
ga.ther 1t in quantities, and form it into a .four pafre called mahie, which
will keep till the fruit is again in feafon. When gathered for this
ufe, they fcrape off tJ:ie outward rind, and lay it in heaps to mellow .
a deep pit is then dug in the ground, and carefully lined with laro-;
leaves; this cavity is filled with the fruit, and frrongly thatched do:n
with a ridge like a muiliroom bed; the whole is preifed clofe with
fiones laid over it: there it ferments and fettles : when the fermentation is over, they open: the pit, and put up the fermented fruit in freih
leaves, taking 04t the core; and froring it for ufe, as we cover up potatoes for winter. Some, previous to this procefs, cut out the core,
which makes the coleur whiter, but pre~ents it. from keeping fo
long.
A,t this feafon al{Q 0£ the rjpe bread-fruit, they make a large oven
called oppeeo. The•chief, 011 this occafion, fommons all his tenants
and dependants to bring each a certain quat1tity of the ripe fruit,
which' on a day appointed, i$ lodged at his houfe, to the amount
of fifteen or twenty hundred weight. They p.ext repair to the hills
for wood, and h<J.ving collected each man his burden, they dig a
hole eight or nine feet deep, paving it, and building it up with large
pebbles; this they fill with wood, and fetting it on fire, when burnt
out, and the frones thoroughly heated, they fprea~ the embers on the
bott9m of the pit with long poles ; . thefe they cover with green leaves
and the bruifed fralk of the plantain : the pit is filled with the
pread-fruit, and co~ red with fralks and leaves at bottom as on the
fides,, and hot embers fpread over them ; the oven is then thatched
down thickly with grafs and leaves, and the earth that was dug out
cafr over the whole. After two or thr~e days it is fit for ufe, when
they make an opening, taking out as much as they need, and fropping
it again clofe. This pafi:e makes a mofr nutritious fweet pudding,
and all the children of the family and their relations feafi: on it eagerly.
During this fefi:ive. feafon they fcldom quit the houfe, and continue
3
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wrapped up in cloth: and it is forprifing to fee them in a month
become fo fair and fat, that they can fcarcely breathe : the children
a(terwards grow amazingIy. The baked bread-fruit in this fi:ate
very m1:1ch in tafi:e .refembles gingerbread.
This is repeated each returning feafon; nor is it confined to the
chiefs, as all may procure it who will be at the pains to provide the
oven; for he who has no bread-fruit of his own, or dependants to
fupply it, goes round to his neighbo~rs with garlands, like our Ma-yday ones, of a ihrub called perepeere; thefeate hollow, and capable of
containing fufficient bread-fruit for his family; a11 of ~is own rank contribute to fi~l them; and if he has ha'uds f~fficienf to fcrape them and
fill the pit, each brings his portion; if not, he leaves word when he
means to call on them, a~d they. prepare accordingly. If a chief
wants bread-fruit, he fends his garlands ~ound, an:d they are fore to
come home full; if he fends cocoa-nut leaves, they form them into
bafkets for the fame purpofe~ Bu~, without fending, he is fore to
be fupplied with bread-fruit, Hogs, and fiih, whenever wanted. The
hogs are baked in the fame kil'l.d of oven·.
Oow':KE, or yams. ''Thefe- grow wild in' the mou-nfa1ns, f1om one
to . fix feet long, and of different fhicknefs. Tliey are very good
eating; but being procured at a difi:ance and with ~ore trouble, in
the bread-fruit feafon they are little fought after. · Thefe al(o are
baked.
TARRO. The root is fro~ twelve to fixteen inches long, and nearly
as much in girth. It is cultivated in watered grounds, and the leaves
make as good greens as fpinach. They _m~1fr be thoroughly dreifed,
or they occa:fion an unpleafaBt itching ·in the fundament. ·
OoMARRA. Sweet potatoe. Thefe are in great abundanee, bat
very different from th_ofe in the-W efi: Indies ab.d Ameriea, Toeing in•
fhape like the Engli:ih potatoe, of an orange colour, refembli~g thetomato, and, like,·them,, g~owing on the fralk. Tney feem in ta.fie
nearcfr the Jerufalem artichoke.
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Y A ,P p E. .A mountain root, lamer than ·the tarro. .It •requires t0
be well dreffed, as the raw juice.is acrid, .and fets the tongue.and .l~ps
in a great heat, but when pr©perly prep~red is very good food.
. PEEA. A root like po_tatoes, and of the nature of caffada. .If
dre!fed without.. proper .treatment it is bitter, acrid, and unpleafant ;
to remedy this, they grate it on coral into a tray, and p?ur water upon
it, which the.y dec~nt next day, and repeat the ablut10n~ for five_or
fix days.. fiirring it up ; by this means all the delet~nous .qualit.y
is wafhed away.: they then dry it in the fun, and .~ut 1t up for ~fe.
lt refembles il:arch·.; ma~es; . as flour, exceHent pudding; and, mixed
with water, .f~rms a pafi~-for joining and thickening their cloth• .
M.A:POORA is a fpecies of tar~o, g.rowing wild .i n the mountains,
and fmaller than what is cultivated. The juice is a.crid and1hot; but,
prop~rly dre.ffed as 9efore, is ufed for fo0d or pafie, as the peea;.
DrvvE, common root, growing every whe:re, large as a potatoe,
but mofr like the· turnip-rad;.fh. It i~ of a fiery punge,;i.t tafie, but
J.ofes it.by bei~g kept all pight in one of .their ~vens, by which alfo
·
·
.
.
the mapoora becomes edible~
TEE; A root of nG ,great fize, g..rowing in th{'. mountains, fweetifh,
and producing a juice 1ike ,mola!fes : when in want·of o~her pro~ifions .they dig it up and bake it. , The leaves are ufed to lme the pits
for the ma.hie,, and
. to .thatch the temporary huts, in their excurfions
to the higher regions. They make ufe of thefe alfo to fpare better.
clothes : with one of thefe leaves round their waifis as a maro, and
the plantain over their fhoulders, · they drefs for fifhin_g, or any dirty
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EHUOYE, A kind of fern. It onlr grows in the mountains.:
the 'root whe~ dre!fed is.good food.-'fhere is a variety_of other roots
growing fpontaneoufly, but feldom .ufed; e~cept in a fcarci_ty of
bread-fruit, or during any fiay in .the i;nountams .: then they dig _up
and ,drefs the roots around .them., to avoid the ti:ouble of .c~rryi_ng:
provifions. As they are expert at .killin_g ,bird~, w.ith which ihe hills
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abound, and at catching fifh, which the lakes and rivulets furni{h in
plenty, they feldom know want; thouglt fometimes they are ~etained
a-con:fiderable time in fearch of the fandal wood, dyes for their cloth,
and fweet herbs and flowe.rs for perfuming the cocoa-nut oil.
E'vEE, improperly called the yellow apple, is as large as a nonparei~,
and of a bright golden hue; but oblong, and different in fmell and
tafie from our apples, · more refembling a peach in flavour, as well as
in being a frone fruit. ·It has been compared to a pine-apple or ~
mango. It grows on a large .beautifully fpreading tree! three or: fo~r
in a, bunch·; is propagated by feeds or fuck€r-s, foon produces f rmt, .
and is in feafon a gireat part of the yea-r. The bark furniihes alfo a
tranfparent gum, like that on the plum-~ree, called· tapou, which
they ufe as pitch for their canoes.
E'HEY AH is a fruit of a red hue, like the European apple in ta!le
and fobfrance, but more watery. It has a great :fingularity, -of :filaments hanging from it, which come from the core. This tree is
about the fize of a cherry-tree. Thefe two, · with another bearing
red flowers of an unpleafant fmell, are the qnly ones which annuany,
fh.ed thei,r leaves ; from the evee they begin to fall in September,
and hy ChPifimas- the y0ung lt;aves and' fruit make their appearance 1
and the apples at Matavai begin to ripen in June. The heyah is rip~
in November, and the leaves fall in January. The other trees .remain
in perpetual verdure, nev;er lofing their leaves altogether, but the
young ones fuccecd the old as they fall. From thefe cider has been
made by the mutineers._
Next to the bread-fruit in ufefulnefs, and almofi equal to it, is
the HEAREE, or cocoa-nut, which affords both meat, drink, cloth,
and oil. The hulks are fpun into rope and lafhings for the canoes,
and ufed for calking. Of the leaves they make bafkets, bonnets,
and temporary houfes; and of the trunk, fuel.
The RAT A A, or chefnut, is different both in fize and ihape from ·
thofe of Europe. The fruit is flattened more as a bean, about two
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inches
and a ·half acrofs,, hut much refemblinoa chefnut in tafi:e ' and
.
b
Is roafi:ed like them.,
·
Shaddocks, tranfplanted from the Friendly Hlands by BritifI1 navigato~s, anc:i cal~ed b_y the natives o o Ro o PAPP A A, foreign bread-fruit,
are m no efi:1mat10n. The European vifitors likewife have added
pine-apples, lemons, limes, Indian corn, tobacco, ginger, &c. which
however feem little valued by the ifianders.
.
Of plantains they have fifteen different ·forts : .the maiden, o RA y A;
the horfe plantain, PAP ARO A; the mounfain, FA YE, &c. . The
gener~c name is mayya. The fa.ye grows only on the mountains,
and differs much from all the other fpecies; the ftalk being of a: raven
or ~eep purple colour, the leaves-larger, and of a .deeper green. The
frmt grows all round the top of the frock, which rifes upright like
a fugar-loafed cabbage, and dofely wedged in by the fide of each
other j when ripe, the _fruit ,js. a re4difh brown, and within a greenifh
yellow, aµd has.fqqiethivg of the fmell of paint; if cut v.rhen yoi.mg, it
r~:fe~qlfs-an~ fl]lells like cucumber. Of thefo they make a pudding
wh1ch ,taftes like goofeberry-fool,, <::alled POPOE FA YE-, The root.'i,s ·as
gqoc;l as ya.qi. · Of plant~ins alfo they make a pudding, ·called· too:parro, ·
mixed .wit~ ..tarro .a nd cocoa-hut, very like a cufiata. The ,cocoa-nut
~~ grate~· o~. c~ral,' an5i qii-xed with its own milk; · this is ·w rung , dry
ma :(l:nngy kmd .of grafs, that expreffes the white juic~, and .leaves ·
tl,ie fubfiaJ:?.Ce of the nut behind : into this j uir:e they grate the tarro, ·
and mix tqe ripe plantain, _tyi~1g the whole \1p iri pla.ntairi-leaves ro'ade
tough by holding them over the fir~. Thefe pµdding-bags remain all·
nig!1.t in t!'ie oven, and, when takeri ou,t, the preparation may be eaten
hot or cold, and will ·keep for many weeks.
SAY PAY is another kind of nice pudding made· of breqd-fruit
and cocoa-nut milk in the fame manner ; · and often dreffed 'in fmall
quantities, by putting into it heated ftones.
PoE TARRO is made of the fame rna.terials, witq the addition of
the _tender leaves of tarro broken into it.
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, PoE PEEA is made with the gratings of the peea.into the expre!fed
cocoa-nut juice ; and, when well made, re.fembles a fuet dumpling ;
though, if the peea be eaten in any q1,1antity, it fometimes caufes a giddinefs in the head.
,PoPOE is a compound of bak.½d bread-fruit and mahie, beat up
togetqer in a tray w_ith a .-ftone infrrument, and eaten at every meal,
mixed with water or cocoa-nut milk; and fometimes is made of breadfruit or mahie_feparately, according to the feveral taftes of the perfons.
.In this ftate it_ much yefembles fl.ummery. With this our new-born
-infant is daily f up plied by old Madam Pyetea, and thrives greatly.
A multitud~ of inferior roots and fruits are edible, and might be
i~proved
·cultivation, \mt the immenfity of fpontaneous produce
· renders it m;meceffary.
The cocoa-nut oil is made by grating . the full-grown cocoa-nut
kern~l into a lar:ge· tro1;1gh ; after a few days digefiion the oil begins
to feparat~, W:hich they gently pol:1-r off, and mix with it fragrant
herbs, fl.9wers, the farina of the bloffoms of the fwharra, or prickly
palm; and fandal wood; leaving the whole t.o macerate three weeks or
-a , month, ·well ftirring the ingredients every day• . When it has
acquired a ftrong perfume, the oil is wrung out, and put up into
bamboos for ufe, and called man6e. There i·s _- a quicker. method, of
extracl:ing the oil, by expofing the nuts broken to the fun; but the
oil t'hus drawn is always rancid.
·
In preparing a 'hog for the table, they always either drown or .
firangle it: the-latter is ufually preferred. If'the hog is large·~. they
make two or three rounds of ftrong cord about his neck, and with
.a ft_ick _twifr i~ till the breath is flopped, fl.:l;lffing the noftrils and
fundament with grafs, when the animaLquickly dies. They wet it
all oyer, and .fqrrounding it with dry leaves br grafs, :finge off the
hair, fctapi1:1g-it with fticks and cocoa-nut <hells~ and a rough ftone,
till the ikin is perfecl:ly clean. With ,a fplit. bamboo, or ·k~ife, they
open the belly, and take out the entrails and coagulated blood, which
they divide into coco_a-nut :(hells mixed with fome fat of· the caw! ; .
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to this they put hot il:ones. and make a: 'kin.d io f black pudding, by

way of whet, whilft the hog is baking. The hog being wafhed
within. the maw cleaned, and the reft\ of the guts, .the whole
is .placed in the pit, or oven, refti!}g on its belly, and with
it bread-fruit, yams, taro, &c. covered thick with plantain-leaves,
hot embers, and grafs, with the earth which was dug out heaped
upoa it till ready; which, in a hog of moderate fize, requires at
Jeail: two hours; if the pig is fmall, lefs thaH half the time will ferve.
The leaves are placed fo carefully, .fhat· not a particle of earth reaches
t'he provifions, either in going in or comi.ng out. In the fame
·manaer they drefs aII their other food ; -and fhey like· it ~eII dre:ffed,
·ex<!ept their fifh, which they prefer raw . . Their cookery is !imply
baking _or broiling~ as they ha~e no veifel of. their own-capable of
bear-ing the fire. However, they lofe nothing 0£ the delicacy of their
food irtbaking; a:nd fifh fo dieffed is preferable to being-boiled. . '
Tney -make 'three meals a day when. at home, ' an'.d eat he,\rtily;
ahd nothing pleafes thetn more th·aa to obferve -a:ft,ranger eat. with
appetite. When at a diftance from·thei•r ufual abode, and great multitudes are aifembled in one diil:ri&, provi:fions cannot be fum1ihed for
·al1l in proper feafon, -and they content· themfelves with one meal
a day; and when thus completely hungry they may well pafs for
voracious with thofe. who have their regular meals, and are fatiated
with the plenty a~ound them; betides , every one endeavours to' procure abunqance for the il:ranger, even though he :ihould go himfelf
with a hungry belly. The greateft part of their diet is v~getable,
~nd it cl.oes not often fall to the lot of inferiors to have a regular
' :fupply of animal food. Whatever the fea produces they eat, affirming
·t'hat_nothing unclean can come from water . .
In eating they fit crofs-legged on the ground, or on leaves : they
t6ril: make their offering to the Eatooa ( for this even heathens feel
their bounden duty), then waih their hands, and begin il:tiffing -their
mouths full of bread-fruit, and dip their :fifh or flefh in a cocoa-nut
ihell falt water, which is their falt-cellar. They are ·ever ready to
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divide ·their provifi0n w,i th thofe who have ,none. ·· Any ·place (erves
for a <lining-rot>'n'l; they of7teh :Cquat down' on:the gtafs, -or urtder a
· ihady tree, and -always eat fepar_;1tdy, for,f~arr:of:i.0.Q0fflmo<1ing each·
other with: 1thei'r fl y-J:1aps. Green leave's frqm tthe -n€~refJ:. tree afford
them a table-cloth, and before them is a cocoa-nut ilieU 0f ,freih as~
·weil as fa:it water.
Beficles t-heir . hogs and poultry, their dogs are dl:eemed e,xcellent
food, arid much preferred to_goat's -flefh, bei.fig Jed whblIJ:-dtll. ,vegetr~:.
•bks; the goats, though numerous, we never faw thlem itrmr~h';, Their
fowls do not differ 'from; out 0wn ;L-aml ·ini tend~fotfs'1cahdf fta'l\l'O'\\ilr

-are nothing' inferior•
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'f.hey feltlom plant bread-fruit trees~:' as they tf:pHng rargain,,frotn·
the roo'ts· wherever cut down; ·.aut :they Jfnake l~rg~ i plal'!tati'"Jns o·f
cocoa-nuts -and planfa.i'n : . a be~ut:ifol ; grove ,neat rOne ~ hiJJ.~ :Va:s
,f et by the 1han.ds of P6marre and Iddea!h. 'll'h.de JMantationi ~re uf.~ally
lhework o-f'the chiefs, ~ho generally ex.-cel tltelo}V'et ciaifts; whether
_in fports er ingenuity. , The hoble ·"vom'en ar-€.th-e J>i:.inoi~al rclbth.:..
makers; nor is it the leaft difpara>gement 1(or a-c'hiet.,/ tf<\d~e £ou:rrd,_ in
the •midft of his workmen labouring with his own hands1;l'but it
1
would •be reputed a great _difgrace not to_rfhowrirtiferit>r::tkiII~' ' Like
the ,ancient patriarchs, they afli'ft in.preparing arid ·coo-khig f~od foo·
their vifitors.
·
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~EctrqN 'IX•
(Birds~

..
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THE number .of the featherea'. tribe is veryigteat. 'Befiae,the tommon tame fowl' they have wild-ducks, ·pa:rroq:uets 0f various -kinds.,.
'the blue and white heron, iiy-ffap.per,, woodpecker, -~oves., boobies.,..
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bird · wfrh the fore-finger of the left hand, as if taking aim, and
feld9m f?-il of bringing him down, if at 1;10 great difiance; but on
the wing they as feldom fucceed.

nod~ies,. gulls, ,peterels, fand-lark:s, plover, martin, men~of-war and
tropic bird~, with _a multitude of others unknown to us. The
mountains produce a . great variety of a larger and f~aller :fize
for beauty and for .fong ; thefe are never .feen on t4e low lands, . no;
near the ·fea..
·.
·
.
.
,
The tropic-birds build their nefis in holes of the cliffs . and a~
their lqng feathers are .held· in. requefi for·their pa~ies and r:iourning
.dreifes, they procure them in the following dangerous manner. From
the top ·of the high cliffs, beaten by the waves beneath, a man is
.lowered down . by a r_ope'., leafed. acr9fs.J a,_ ftick : · he fearches all the
hol~s fro1:1 b?ttom to top, f winging from _poi_nt to point by a fiaff
.he -~olds ~n his· h,and! and l:>y the fioues which project, or the ihrubs
·whi~h '..gr~w ther½• . When_ he finds a _ bird on her neft, he plucks
;Q~t Jll,er ·tafl feat.her~, ap.d l~ts. her. fly. . Wh~µ he can find no more
·ei:cl~,J gr,_, i~ :i.redj;O\ 1he,·~b9_lj_.r, h~ giv,es tge ,figna! to be drawn up.
·;Dr.ea{iful as , 1-t P1ayJ,app~4tJQ)be tpl!s. hanging thirty or forty fathom
-dbwn; ~md f~ur 'ti!l).§Srr~s rn-any .t~ t,he~bot.tom, few accidents ever
Jiappen,"~ ~ thol!lgh·.Jh~ · fpqrt is often continued fo-r ~any hours
Jogeth~r. . . ; :r,, ,. ; , . i
:. ·· They :fet a pecufoir. v~lue on the fhining black feathers of ~he men.o_f-war birds, _which bein~ birds of pa{fage, they watch their ar-nval at the ratny feafon; a float of light wood is then Jaunched into
the water, baited with a fmall fifh, as foon as they obferve the bird
approaching, whiHl: they fiand ready with a long pole of .Gxteen or
eighteeh feet within reach of the float. The moment the bird pounces
on the ,fiih to feize it, they firike at him wit4 the pole, and feldom
fail of• bringing him down-;
if, 1, theymifs· their aim the bird cannot
• • .I:
\J ~
b~ _agam tempted to approach. The cock bird is moft valuable, and
a large hog will be fometimes ¼xchanged for one.
. T~e fmaller birds are caught with the bread-fruit gum made into
-birdlime, a?d fp~ead or:i fri~ks of bamboo. · Thofe who frequent
,th€ ~oun~ams will o~ten kill them with a :fione thrown·by hand. ·
.Ufe m t._h1s -fpott ,has ma:de ~th~rn: fine_markfmen; ,they point at .the
£
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THE.I R fifhing-t?-ckle confifts , of fe.ines1 of-.,all i'uzes, · from five
fathoms ·to rfifiy, ' and from .6ne t0 twelveffathdms deep. They have
lines arid hooks o£·aWforts: ~'.Vhefe feines and·lines are·formed frorri
the bark of a ihrub called i:;6eva, which' feldom grows larger than:
hemp, and l~oks lik<; it wheri.dreffed. · There _are feveral other forts
of an infer~or quality. milli'h~y. twill:._ the.. fila~eI}tS on their ,thigh
with their hands, and wind up the thread into b~ls, fome of two,,
fome of three· threads; cb'ut f•they. -feldom ma,ke· their lines of more
than two threads·, even for, dolphins; ,the <duee threads. being more
liable to kink and g.et "foul, w.henlof1-any, confiderable le!)-gth; and
as they always play the d0lpRin,. are more apt to fnap: .:T,heir hooks
are· made of pearl-fhells., 'though r they prefar iron, and form a nail
into an excellent hook. Our ,hooks were highlrefteemed by· them.
They have different fizes and different fhapes (or the different kinds
of fiili. Some are made t-0;reprefent the flying-fiih, others for putting
on real fifh, or what other bait the fi£h will take.
For the dolphin they fiQ:i .. in ii.failing caaoes, 1 at four or five miles
d.Hl:ance from land. They neyer put out a line till they difcover a
fifh, when they make fore of it, as they bait ,with flying-fiih prepared for that purpofe. Wh~n the dolphin is hooked they play! him
till fpent, when they bring ·him'. alorig:fidc by degrees, and.lay,.hold
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on the tail-, l;)y wb_ich. th.ey 1ilft:.him in, ra.eve.r •depen.ding on the hook
and line When they· have gQt to -the fifhing ·g1Zcit1nd the.-y; ply to
windward. About fifty or fixty ca.noes from M~tavai are employed.
in this fifhery during the feafon, which la:ll:s about fix mo~ths, as
thefe fiih follow the fun. While the fun is to the north they are
fcarce; when h e paffes the line, in great plenty. They fpawn about
March, and then the fifhery ceafes, and the canoes are' otherw ife employed, either in trading to the iflands, or in fitting for the albicore
and bonetta fifhery, which -next- commences.
While the dolphin fifhery la:ll:s, numbers· of large fl.ying-fifh are
-caught by the fonowing means: a ~umber of fmall white :!ticks; fix
or eight feet long, are prepared, and weighted with a :ll:~ne to keep
.them erect in the · water : fo each of th(;'k they fix_a fhort line and
a hook of bone baited with cocoa-nut kerneL. Thefe they caft out
into the fea as they are :ll:anding off at a diftance froni, each ·other,.
andJ taking them up at their · ret'lJ,rn, gene..ira.lly, filil.d a fifh at every.
hook; fo. !hat if they, harv.e no f uccefs. at the dblprun fifhery, ~hey
do not return emp,ty--handed ,;1alld {9mdime5<. briQg in :!hark.s. .and
other fifh.
. 1 ! 'J
I · , I
To fi.!h fo11 AA HYE, ·0r -albicrore, ahd · t:ih'e ~Bl.~.R. Rb .A., 0 11 b.0netta~
they have a double canoe; Olil. this a crane is fixed,' at tlne- head of
which they have two lin~s- made fail: ~0, a fpr.e.adiog fork, forming
two horns, and at the bad~ a: rope.. The heed is fix~d- m_a roller
on the fore par.t of theicanqe, _and all but ome man. are 1topt1abaift to
attend the back rope. The• man who, :ll:a.nds., foFwarcd.& baits the
ho0k·, and w hen they fee, a fiili 't hey lower dbwn the crane till the
ha.it to_uc)11.es the water. Tpe man fan.yards, keeps h.ea:v,ing out watei:
with a fcoop, and now and"then cadl:~ oat a fmall fifh. Thermoment
an albic@re is hooked he gives tiTu.e figlilal,' ·and thofe abaft. raife up the
crane, and the fi{h fwings in to the man, who is.ready to feize him.
Sometimes the fifh is fo large, and the canoe fo light, that, without
much care, the albicore carries it under water; · yet fddom any other
damage enfues than the lofs of the hook and .fi{h.•
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The p EE RA RA, or :fkipjack, is caught with a long bamboo and
line; but. from its fize is more eafily lifted in. Moil: of the other
fi{h are taken with feines, which fometimes enclofe turtle, or by
hook and line in fmall canoes; and if they hook a large fi{h, they
fteer the canoe after him till he i-s fpent, and therr lift him in. In
this manne.r thqr take the- o o Ro A A, or cavally, the EA v v A, or white
falmon, and feveral of the larger fort. The canoe being light ~ears
l ittle :!train, and the fifh is foon exhaufted . . The MAR AR A, or flymgfi{h, are caught in feines of about tweJve or fiftee~ fathoms long,
and one and a half deep. With thefe they go out m fmall canoes,
and fhoot them round the fifh; fplafhing the water and rapping the
fides of the feine with their paddles till the fi{h dart into the net, and
meih themfelves. If the weather is calm, and a number of canoes
fall in with a :!ho~l of fifh, they join their nets, and furround them;
then all leap into the water and dive, rifing with a fi{h in each hand,
befides thofe that are me!hed in the nets. They then haul them
in, take out the fifl1., and follow the fh.oal, proceeding in the fame
manner. Thofe who fifh for the dolphin-bait continue out great part
of the night, and the darker the better. When thus employed they
fometimes m eet the fword-fifh, who :!trikes through the canoe, and
repeats the :ll:roke in two or three places be~ore th~ fword ~icks 'fail:
enough to hold him. They leap overboard 1mmed1ately with a rope
and running n oofe, and fecure him ; but mu:ll: inflantly ha_!ten on
fuore, to prevent the canoe from :finking. They catch alfo !harks,
though not very large, with the fame noofed rope. The fmaller
fifh take refuge under the canoe, and as the iliark approaches they
are ready to fecure him. Quantities of fine rock-fi!h are caught in
pots. They are alfo expert at diving after th~m, and the TOT ARR~,
or hedo-ehog-fifh, which they feldom catch many other way. This
fi{h, V:hen purfued, takes refuge under the coral rock; thither the
diver purfues him, and brings him up with _a ~nger i~ each eye.
They fometimes continue under w~ter an aftom{hmg while, chafing
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the :fifh from hole to hole, and rife with one in each hand. The
weather mufi be calm for good fport, as the leafi: ripple on the water
darkens the bottom. In dark nights they employ torches to draw
the fifh around the canoes, and have lading-nets ready to fcoop them
up. When the fifh come into fhoal water to fpawn, they firip cocoanut leaves from the ftem, and knotting them on a line, fweep with
them the reefs and fhoal places, till they force them near the beach;
when, with lade-nets or fmall feines, they take great qiiantities.
Befides thefe m·ethods of fifhing, they ufe two or three-pronged
forks of toa wobd, darting them at a difiance from the beach, and
when they ftrike a fifh f wim after it; others, with many prongs,
are hurled amidfi: a fhoal from their canoes, and fometimes firike two
or three fifh at once.
Whales are feldom killed, except- now and then young ones which
get entangled in the reefs, or are thrown over them by the heavy
furf. When they difcover one in this fituation, they furrouncl' him
with their canoes, and thrufi into him their war fpears; but often
have their canoes dafhed in pieces before they can difpatch him.
Their fi:(h are numberlefs,' of all fizes, forts, and colours, common to tropical regions; and many which are peculiar to thofe feas,
and for which no Englifh names are known. Their fifhing-tackle
difplays the gi-<rctt:efi: ingenuity, and can only be exceeded by their
art in u:fing it; in this no nation can vie with them. The fi1herman · builds his own canoe, makes his lines and hooks, and bait,
and all the ne_c dfary apparatus. The hooks are ground with coral,
from pearl\fhells, bones, the tuiks of boars, and fometimes of hard
wood ; and of different fhapes and fizes, according to the nature of
the fifhery. Some are formed like our artificial flies, and ferve for
bait and hook together, and though not bearded feldom lofe the fi.{h
once hooked; and notwithfianding the form to us appears mofi clumfy
an~ rude, they will fucceed, when we, with our befi hooks, cannot.
The women who are not of the blood royal, or married to fuch, are
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forbidden to eat tprdej whale, porpeife, fhark ,- albkore, and doiphin.
The turtle not being -caught in any great plenty, and regarded as a
facred fi.fh, is ufually fent to the chief, and eaten at the morai.
The fhell-fifh . are abundant; pear1 and fmall comm.on oyfters,
crabs, cray-fi.fh, c-oc'kles, fome~of'an enormous fize, conchs~ mufcles,
tigers, wrink!es _of various kinds~ w'.ilks, dams, prawns, fur.imps,
fea-eggs, and fhells of pecuLiar beauty; there ·are . alfo land crabs,
but feldom eaten.
During tbe rains they catch great quantities of f mall fry at the
mouth of the rivers: they-form a farge _n et, or •rather a vaft: bag, of
the cocoa-nut hu~ fewed together, with a wide mouth to receive the
-fiream, which is held op~n and fecufed by ftones to the bott-om. With
cocoa-nut leaves firipped ana tied together, cailed row, tbey fweep
all be~ore them i_nto the bag-net, and catch b'uihels at a draught.
Sometimes _tbe women ta~e each a bag-net and ha!k-et, forming a line
• acrofs the nver, and hold ·it to the bottom by their feet, and the mouth
open with their hands; and when they have filled their baiket, go
home and drefs them. They feldom return empty-handed, and the
queen herfelf and h er mother are as often engaged in this work as
any others.
·
·
They. have alf? the fame ~~thods pracl:ifed ~it~ us, of rui;miqg a
dam ac10fs the nver where 1t 1s fuoal, and leavmg only fluices open,
where the b~g-nets are fixed: they go above, an_d plunge and beat the
water, to dnve the fifh into the net; thougn to this they have feldom
recourfe till the waters are low, and the fi(h become fcarce.
When they angle they fi:and in the fea up te the fhoulders, ufing
~ long bamb~o fi.fhing-rod, and catch ,numbers of fine fi.fh, particularly the ma.voy, or fea-chub, with others of a delicious kind as
the white mullet; the red are ufually caught in feines, and ufed as
bait for the albicore and bonetta.
'
There is a fifh of the conger e~l kind which is poifonous·, and
affects them as·_fometimes mu:cles do as in England, but in a greater
degree, producmg vafi: fwellmgs in the body, hands, and feet, and
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even depriving the limbs of fenfe and motion : they have, however,
found out a medicine which in a few days expels the poifon. An
Englifhman ate of this fi!h without inconvenience, whilfr a native
who devoured .what was left was almofr raving mad, his limbs
fwollen, inflamed as in the fcarlet fever, with excruciating pain, and
his eyes rolling as if they would ,fiart from their fockets : yet: after
ten or twelve days, he recovered, by~ preparation of herbs mimfiered
by a priefr with many prayers. This kind o~ fi!h is about_ twenty
inches long, the fins edged wjth green, the ikm of a browmfh hue,
and called by the natives puhhe, pirre, rowte. ,, It is caught about_the
reefs, and fome are not poifonous, though they know not certamly
how to difiingui!h the good from the bad. There is alfo a fmall red
crab, no bigger than a horfe-bean, · fo very de!eterious, t~~t it_al~ays
kills the perfon who eats ,it. The hootdo, like our cocu1us md1cus,
is fometimes ufed by them tq intoxicate and poifon the fi!h ; but
this never injqres the perfon who feeds upon them.
I,-

'

SECTION

XI.

:frees and Shrubs.

THEIR trees exhibit the greatefr beauty and variety; two are
particularly remarkable for their flowers andfragranc~. T?e ~EA :RE
has milk-white flowers, of a delicate-fmell, fomethmg like Jafmme:
with thefe they adorn ~heir hair, being very fond .of_perfumes· · The
tree is large, and covered with flowers; it grows_m the _low lands,
and is cultivated with great care. The other is a native of the
mountains, and called Boo A ; it bears a light yell~w flower of :Gngular beauty and fcent, with which the women.form bandeaus for
4
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their hair. They have many other flowers of lefs fragrance. The
tobacco planted by Captain Cook is fpread over the ifland, the natives being particularly fond- of the red bloffo~ it bears. All forts
of fweet-fmelling flowers would be highly prized by them. , · They
have a variety of fweet herbs, which they_employ in perfuming their
cloth and their oil; one fort, a kind of mint, they call MABOOA.
The tomanoo nuts aff~rd 'alfo a perfume when pounded; they
mix them with water,' and fieep their cloth in it; and for many days
it retains a powerful f~ent, but by degr1"es it is loft.
YouTE, the morus pap"yrifera; the cloth-plant, or- Chinefe paper
mulberry : there are two kinds in ufe, the one 'called M -i ERR E, the
other POORow. This they carefully cultivate, fencing the plantations with a ditch, to prevent the hogs and· goats from having accefs
to them, efpecially the latter, which do ·much mifchief by barking
them, and -·are therefore tied up·, or driven into the ·mountains.
The plant; of this tree fhoot up like ofiers, and when about ten or
twelve feet in height, and three inches in circumference, they are
cut down and carefully ftripped of their bark: of this their fine.fr
white cloth is made. The rind being taken off, is carried to the
water, the outer cuticle fcraped off carefully, and well wafhed, till
the·· fap and . flime are feparated from it; they wrap this in plantainleaves, aO:d leave it for three days ·to digefi, by which time it becomes
clammy and fit for work_ing into cloth. The bark is next fpread
of a regular thicknefs on the beam where it is to be beaten, about
eight inches 'wide, and they begin with the grooved beetle to fpread
it out to a proper breadth and equal thicknefs in every part. A
number -of .plantain-leaves are laid on the ground, and on thefe the
cloth is fpread to bleach in the early _morning dew for feveral days,
removing it as the ftin grows high: when perfectly bleached, it is
dried, and rolled up in bundles for ufe. This cloth is called hooboo
and parrawye: if they wifh it to be clouded, they break the outer
bark with a fione, and wrap the fiicks in leaves for three or four
days before they bark them.
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They mix alfo the i1mer bark of the tender branches of the breadfruit tree with the cloth-plant, anq. prepare it in the fame manner.
If a chief, or man of property, h.as cloth to be made, he fends the
mulberry-plants in bundles to his tenants, and they mix them with
the bread-fruit branches, and bring home the cloth when prepared.
If he needs a piece of very larg~ dimenfions, he _tel~s them wl)en _he
fhall fet about it: on this day the women of the difi:ntl: affemble with
their beetles, each bringing a quantity of materials; and the ground
being covered with plantain-leaves, they place their _work in a line,
and fet to it all together, beating time to a fong given out by; one
of their prindpal helpers; a.nd when they frrike up, make a vaft
noife, two hundred fometimes being em,ployed on one piece of cloth
four fathoms wide, and forty fathoms long.
Thei~ cloth is made 0£ a variety of colours, black, white, arid
-feveral fhades of crimfon, yellow, gray, and brown. The black is
dyed with the fap of the mountain-plantain, or under the roots of
fuch cocoa-nut trees as grow in wet and fwampy grounds, where they
lay the cloth to foak for a day 0r two; then dry it, repeating the
procefs till it become$ a deep black, wh~n it i$ waili"ed in _falt water
to fix the colour. This is called oowery. The brown 1s dye~ or
tanned with the bark of feveral trees, efpecially the toa, which gives
a fine bright colo_ur, heightened by the fun. The bark is fcraped
with a fhell, and after lying to infofe in water, and wrung out, the
cloth is dipped in the infufion, and fpread in the fun to dry, repeating
the oBeration ti~l it becomes a fine bright brown, called heere ~nd
powheere. The yellow is extracted from . turmeric or reya, ':h1~h
grows here in great abundan~ce, the country being ove_r-run ~1~h 1t,
and capable of furnifhing any quaatity, as well as of poohey, ava, or
ginger. The gray is the natlJ.ral colour of the cloth w~en un_bleach~d;
after being half worn it may be dyed 'brown, and lmed with white,
by pa,fiing two cloths together; this is called hopaa. The red is
produced from the mattde berry. · .
·
Wh~n the brown cloth is worn out they cark the branches of the
~
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bread-fruit, and mix the old brown cloth with the new bark, beating· them tog~ther, which makes a mottled piece: this they _dip in a light
yellow prepar~d from the root of a fhrub called nono, which gi:ves it.
a beautiful appearance; they line it . alfo with white, and infufing
. perfumes in the yellow dye, call the cloth opotta potta: they have
yet another kind of cloth called marra, made of the mulberry bark,
half beaten: this canfifrs of feveral layers of irregular thicknefs, for
upper garments. At this the arreoies are peculiarly expert, tho-µgh it is
reckoned women's work, arid· requires fkill anq. nicety in the joining,
to prevent the part pafted on .irom friffening the cloth: this they paint
with a beautiful crimfom.. called mattde, extracted from a berry
growing on a tiiee of the fame name. The expreffed' juice ·of theberry they mix with the leaves of am.other · tree called tow, and
imprint fprigs andL leaves on _the 'doth by wetting them with this
juice, and impre:ffing them on the cloth according to their fancy
_ The \berries of the mattde are DroJwn. when ripe, of the fize of a floe;:
and being gathered, they nip them be:tween the thumh and finger>
-ex prefiiing a r.ellow· drop or two, which they fpriLikle on · the }ea( of
the tow, by. hitting one.J:iancf again.fl the other: two·or three, drops.
fuffice for a leaf. When the berries are all nipped, and tlh.e leaves,
, wetted, they are worked with the hands in a -wooden tray, fprinklingwater Olill them t~ll a beautiful crimfon colour begins to, appear, wheru
they exprefs the dye ~rom the leaves, and throw them away. 'Fhey
lay on the colour with a fmaU brnfh of frringy fibres, made of
a rufh ·called mooo; like a camel's hair penci:l.
_ There are other trees from which cloth is made, but the procefs is the·
fame in all. Sometimes they pafie together pieces of different colours,,
cut into curious fhapes, in which d.ifplay of tafie the an:eoies excel.
The women, with their feminine male affociates, make the cloth;·
the men provide the materials. The beam on which the bark isfpread is about twelve-feet long, made of a hard wood called marra,
fquared to fix or eight inches, and finely fmoothed on the upper fide ..
The beetles are formed of toa, about four.teen inches long, and two.
r
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and a half fquare. The fides are grooved of four different fizes, as
the cloth is to be made of a finer or coarfer thread ; the handle is
round; the beetle is called ayey; the beam, tdootdooa.
ToooToooA, a large tree like the chefnut, bears a nut flatter,
and very oily. It will not burn well till a little fcorched in the oven,
when it is :!hung on the rib of the cocoa-nut leaf, and affords a
tolerable light. The bark of the root of this tree alfo affords a light
brown dye; and the frock is good fuel.
The fruit-trees have been mentioned under the article of provifions ;
it remains only to defcribe the principal trees on the mountains.
To A is a large tree, the wood fo exceedingly hard as to be wrought
with the greateft difficulty, even with the hardeft iron tool. The beft
axe is prefently fpoiled, as if cutting againft ftone; yet·of this they form
their war clubs, [pears, cloth-beaters, and, what is marvellous, with
their own miferable tools of ftone and bone. Their clubs are from
four to fix feet long; and their [pears from fourteen to eighteen feet.
The bark affords a brown dye.
ToMANoo, a vaft fpreading tree: out of this they form their
canoes, pillows to :fieep, and ftools to :fit upon, pudding dillies, and
trays, all wrought with infinite labour out of the folid wood. The
grain refembles walnut, and will take a high poli!h. It bears a feed,
or rather nut, which is ufed with other ingredients to perfume their
cloth; and is applied externally for wounds, and internally, for the
ill effects arifing from eating fome kinds of fiih.
MARRA, a large tree: the wood hard; and when young, white;
when old, brown. It is of a fine grain like box, and ufed for
building canoes; it alfo makes paddles for war canoes, cloth beams,
axe and adze helves and handles, &c.
FwHYFWHY grows to the fize of an oak, its grain refembling the
white oak, and is ufed for canoes, chefrs, and planks for various
ufes.
AM A I, a clofe-grained wood, refembling mahogany, has a fweet
fmell: it bears a pod not unlike the fcarlet bean. The tree is
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large, a~d ufcd for canoes, and alfo for all tool handles. When
plapted m the morais, it is there called roava and its I
are employed in their religious ceremonies. The fiu'bn.1·t t
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Thee leave~. 'Mith 1?h~ roattde berry, foi:m the. beautiful fcarlet dye.
The flower has a fragrant fm,ell.
M A..1'T p E is ~bmitr tbe fize of a cherry-tree; the berliies aFe as large
~s. the floe, or wild grape; when ripe, of a deep brow.n. The bark
w .a kes lines, and thread for feines; it alfo affords a fpecies of cloth,
a.n.d very fine white ma.tting.
NoNo, a fmall tree, bears a fruit like four fop. Theinfide bark of
th~ r0ot prod.uces a: fine light yellow dy.e.
EA ww A, The wild :fiae tree. The bark, when young, yields
the fine gray cloth called oraa, the moft ferviceable and valued of all
t,heir marnifacl:ures. The branches hang down and take root again,
forming a dufrer, as a trunk of enormous fize.
Ev A.VYE., the fill<: cottolil., grows in great abundance, about the
fize of a rofe-tree; but the natives never gather the pods, nor make
aJ.:J.y; u.fe .of it.
Ro 1¾, a foiaJ.l iil,1rub, like hemp·; the ba,r k, when cleaned and
dreifed, anfwers the fame purpofe, and makes, when fpun, the
ftrongefr lines and cmids.
O:a:aE, the bamboo, a mo{h ufeful tree, grows in abundance on
the hills, rifing ' to the height of fixty fret, arid of confid€rnble
thicknefs, though not very frrong. They ufe t.ihem, when :full,
grown, fon veffels, to hold their. oil, plain or p erfumed·, falt water,
and an¥ other. Liiq,tud.s. They make good f.ences for houfes : fplit
fine, they ferve for carving-knives; are ufed for fifhing-rods, - for
hooking down the bread-fruit, . for cafes, quivers for arrows, flutes.
and. a variety of other1things. (Df, the finaller fort their arrows are
111ade.
AEEHO, or re{!d. With thef.e., fonces am made; they fewe. to Jay,
tmder the thatch andr fupport it. They. grow very, t'-hick on the
mountains, and are fometimes fet on fire, to clear the grou.nd.
The OPORRo, or, red Chili, pepper, like the tobacoo, is fpread
over the ifiand.
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EowT Av is a {hrub about the fize of a tofe.,,tree. It bears a red
fragrant flower, with which they deck their hair. Inwardly it is
taken as a medicine for fore eyes, a common diforder among the
children. When beat up in popoe, or pudding, it gives a tartnefs;
to many very agreeable.
FwHARRA. The prickly palm. The leaves are fix feet long,
and four inches broad, with fl1arp prickles on the edges, and down
the rib in the middle. This forms their thatch, the leaves lapping
over each other, and fewed on the reed with the frefh of a cocoa-nut
leaf. The fharpened rib of a hog fupplies the place of out thatcher 1s
needfo. The feed of this tree is formed by an affemblage of nuts, of
the fl1ape of pine, of a yellow colour when ripe, and having a
fragrant fmell and ta{l:c. The bloffom, which is of a buff colollr,
and full of farina, highly perfumed, is a chief ingredieht-in fcenting
the cocoa-nut oil. The tree flourifhes on the mofr fandy barren foil :
~he ~utfide circle of wood is very h~rd, and furni!hes points for their
3avclms ; the infide is foft and fpongy. The roots rife above ground,
and fupport the fkm like fhores, ftanding thick round the bottom. The
leaves furnifh matting for the canoes, and mats for their helvas ; fome
of the latter are ten or twelve fathoms long, and two fathoms wide.
_PA AP A. A fpecies of the former, but without its prickles. Of
this are made the :finer mats, on which they !leep, and fometimes
wear them in wet weather, or in the water.
PrR_REPIRRE is a fmall {hrub, of a balfamic quaHty, not unlike
gum c1ftus. From the bark the matting of the finefr texture is made
for their maro, or faihes.
0PORR~ VYE) NOOHE. A fine ihrub ~emarkable for its growth.
The root, 1n tafte, not unlike liquorice. The colour white. The
flock fhoots up ~bout eighteen inches, and then branehes off ·i nto
a kind of crown: when it d'i es to the frock,. it is renewed by another
ihoot yearly.
E AY EA Y. A running :!hrub, or vine. Fr0m this they form
their baik.ets to catch iliell-fi{h, and others calleq. puteta. It is- ufed
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fket, the pr.¢fenr P <;>1niirre, fooa after Cook left the ifland , and the
Jofs hqth pever fin,a e been r-epaired : there are not, at prefent, five
large wa.1t can0~s at Otaheite. H appily the iiland of Eimeo becoming
fobj~ctt to his fon.'s · goven1ment, and Iddea~ and M~nne Manne,
fince. th~ death of N,Iot uarq, baviilg the .chief authonty there, the
king hath little t:o appreheud frotn invafion, as he was moil: eafily
vul;1e1;able from that quarter.
The war can9es differ from common ones in confi:ruction, having
high bows, on which are carved rude images of men; and their
fterns nm up tapering, fometimcs to twenty-four feet, and ornamented
with the like · figures : the bottom is !harp ; the fides rounding
in towards the top in the mid{hip frame 1 like the print of a fpade on
a pack of cards. They are built of !hort pieces about fix feet each,
except the keel, which feldoil} exceeds three pieces, of twenty or
thirty feet long, and fometim_es is formed of two only. The {hort
pieces, are lafhed togethei. fecmcity with finnet ma.de ?f cocoa-nut
fibres·; the feams are cmlked wiflh the fame, ai;1d payed with the bread-fruit gum; but,a heavy fea opens the {earns , ai_~d makes• th~~ leak_y;,
and they have no methods of ~learing the water but by bailmg with
{coops, fo that five O.F fix hmds. ar~ thus_conil:antly employed at fea J
and in port 1!1ley are hauled up mnhy ground, to..-prevent their- finking.
The bread-£ruih1!ree_plank is. p1e£eni€cL £0» durability-; for though not
a dofe-grainedi wood, the falt...water:w0rms w.i.11 not touch it, a }fO.perty which few,others of their, woods p6ffefs... )
.
__
In building the canoes, they ufe fire to bum out the mfiie 0£ the
treei, ·and1fa:10oth the, .fidescwiithi c0raJ and fa~p -b tlitt'hofe who_haive
ia-01~ tbols prefe( uhe method 0£ cmtting them ~n~o<_ihape, and ~ollow,
as· far more expedi~ious. Th~y prepare ~her:r p1tch for- paymg the
foams, by~wrapping· the gum of the bread-fruit' tr~~ roB'.nd, ea_n dlenuts ftuck on ikewers of cocoa-nut la.af ribs.:: -rlrnfe being lighted, the
pitch ·drops into a tray of water, and £queezi;ng_ ©J.1t the aqNeous par""
tides, they fpread it on the plank edge, and lay the coc~a-r,iut h u{k
beaten fine over it; then fmear it with pitch, and fit on the next'
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plank, preffing it poWetfolty With ropes and levets-, and tecutin'g it in
its place ivith Jafhings.
·
'
The war canoes, and thofe facred to .. the Eatoda, are built by a
general leYy: the chief iffues his ordei:s td the towhas, they to' the
ratirras, \vho call upon their tenants, the tnanah0une, for· hogs, cloth,
oil, &c. to fupport the carpente,s who are fen£ to the work~ They
fir.ft examine the hills, and pitch on the proper timber's : the' ra'.tirra
on whofc land it is found, fends men to cut it d'own, and hew it in
the rough, under the carpenters' direction, tha t it may be the eafier
removed, as it is fometimes at a confiderable diftance. When the
timbers arc collected, they are laid under the :lhed where the canoe i's to
be built : a fcafl: is then made to engage the favourableaiftftan'ce· of the
Eat6oa; and being very acceptable to the workmen, t:&ey hoid one_befo.re
the tree is cut down, another at the commencement of the buildirtg, ancf:
on making fall: every courfe. When the firft ftrike or bottorn is completed, there is a great entertainment and offering, and fo 0 11 till the
whole is fini!hed, when the fo'ftivity is greatefi:, and the ea:noe for
the Eat6oa dreifed out with cloth, breafiplates, and red feathers, and
a human victim is offered. The offerings for the war canoes ares
only hogs, &c. which are brought to the morai of the chief in
whofe difirict it is built; there the priefis- ftrangle them· as ufual,
and clean them, finearing them over with their own blood, and
placing them on the fwhatra, or altar, with young · plantain-trees,
and long prayers: the 6ntrails and guts are cleaned- and e'aten at the
morai. Sometimes th6 hogs are dre:lfed before they ar-e offered on the
altar; ther~they are left to pu.ttofy, or be eaten by birds which frequent t~efe- p.!.r~s ; the hor-on(.. efpecially , and the woodpecker..
Thefe_bi:rds_are. ref~e<fted as facied), an:I never killed, as it is fuppofed
th~ deity defc: nds m them,• w,hen1 he comes to the morai to infpire the
pneft, and g:1ve-an anfwer to their prayers. ·
.

\

.'.r~e c~noe o:ffere~~o _the E:atooa , .finely-d.reffed, is drawn up tb the
~O~l: ':1th all, the fMnfices a.nd~o~~ti~ns ; tHere the eye of the dead
victim 1s :fuft offer-eQJ to -the kutg,\ \V1tlh·h'e plantain and prayers, and .
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~he body interred in the morai. Tp.e hogs are killed and o!fered as
before, and the priefrs take the cloth and qecorations, which are
prefented .1 0· the ;J0ung king.
·
.Coniidering .the greatnefs of the work, and the beauty of the
, execution, It . IS afronifhing how, vyithout t_he knowl~dge · of iron,
·without _rule_or corripafs, wit~ a frone adze only, the leg ·or arm
bone- of a man fharpened for the purpofe of chifel, gouge, and
; gimlet, with coral only and fand, they can carve fo neatly and :finifh
-fo fmoothly; our mofr ingenious workmen could not exceed them.
·To cut with fuch fofrruments, out of the hardefr a,nd mofr folid ~ood
to form planks, not more than two out of a tree, and build veffels
capable of carrying three hundred perfons, mufr require fuch endlefs
labour and perfeverance, as m_akes it wonde!ful how they fhould ever
be finifhed.
The war canoes differ in confrn1cl:iop, as well as fize, from the
:6fhing and_travelling canoes; thefe latter being low for paddling,
:flat-Gded, and confifring .commonly of but one broad plank :fixed on
the, tree hollowed out, with a raifed frern. On the bow a plank
projects about fix or eight feet, on whic;h a platform is laid, and a
travelling houfe erected, which can _be carried on fhore and ferve for
a temporary abode: fometimes only ari awning is fpread, and· here
the paffengers, or the perfons of mofr dignity, are feated. The frer'us
are broad, and, according .to the. nobility of the owner, raifed·and
orna~ented~ fome to fourteen feet high, of carved work, reprefenting.'
men fupporting each other on their hands, tier upon tier, and furmounted °l?Y a piece of carved work, of three or four feet round·, and
hollow, fomething like a Gothic tower_. , Thefe, acco!ding to their
bulk, are paddled by from four to t_wenty men, . and can be rowed
1i~gle, or made dou?le, as occafion requires. ,
They have frill fmaller d~uble canoes, ~nd fingle ones with an
outrigger for common ufe. Thofe defigned for failing have fom;
one m~fr and fome two, whether the canoe be fingle -or double: this
mail: is fixed with fhrouds and i_l:ays; the fail$ ar~ mad~ of matting
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long. and narrow, and have a kind of fprit laced up and down· the
after leech, and reaching one third higher than t}:ie mafr-head.' forming a. bow from the height of the mail: upwards, an~ keep1~g the
weather leech of the fail tight from the mafr-head to the fpnt-end,
to which a long pennant made of _feathers is .,ufually _fafrened; _an_d
the lower part is extended on a bamboo boom, to which the fpnt 1s
fecurely lafhed ; and here alfo the fheet is · ma~e f~ft. _In the fingle
canoe the mafr is placed nearly before the m1dfh1ps; m the double
the foremaft is raifed in the one, and th<:: mainmaft in the other, at
nearly one third each. The war <:anoes have their mafrs and fails_ in
the fame manner; on the mail: there.is a kind of bafket-work like
a funnel. The fingle canoes, when rigged for failing, are raifed
with a wafhboard of ten or twelve inches above the gunwale; and on
the top of this, oppo:fite to the outrigger, is a ftage about two feet
wide, and running a:bout ten or twelve feet along .the fide of the
canoe: this is made of planks -well lafhed to the fpars which fupport
them, and to this they bring the fhrouds. The outrjgger is generally
two thirds the length of the canoe; at the extremity is :fixed a float
as long as the canoe, and kept in the fame direehon as -the keel by
a fmaller outrigger placed near the ftern: but as thefe are not always
exactly parallel and nicely adjufted, they impede the velocity of the
canoe, which feldom fails above five or 'fix knots an hour. _A_s they
have no method of reducing their fail at the head, being only able
to caft. it off at the foot, and roll up. a part, they are driven to the
greateft inconvenience when overtaken by bad weather, and frequently
difmafted, overfet, or- blown off_the coaft, and heard of no more.
When a fquall comes on, they luff the· head of the canoe to_it; and
if fhe is likely to fall off, they jump overboard, and hold her head
to -~indward till the guft of wind is paffed; then get in, and purfue
their courfe. When overfet, their :firft care is to lafh every thing
fail:, and tow the canoe round with t_he mafr-head to windward;
and having a line faftened to the fprit-end, they get all hands on the
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float of ihe outrigger, and - iiauling :the head of the fail out of the
.water, fwing.off with their whole weight, and the wind getting under .
the fail rights the canoe: two or three continue in the water, and hold
per head to the wind, and when ~lear they proceed on their voyage.
This accident frequently happens on returning, from fi.fhi.ng; and fo
little danger do they appre~end from being thus overfet four or five
miles from land; that the.y never .think of afiifiing each other; nor do
thofe who are in the · water call for any help,., though fpmetimes they
Iofe fo much ground, as to be obliged to run down to Eimeo or Ulietea.
Their canoes convey thein tc:> the iflands in .the neighbourhood of
Otaheite. - Tethuroah, one of the neareft, is the: property of Otoo
and his· family, difiant about eight leagues north f~om Point Venus_;
it con:Gfts of ten fmall iilets, furrounded by a reef ten leagues in circumference. Thefe can qnly be approached in calm weather °J?ecaufe
of the fu~f, and then only by fmall canoes, which are hauled over
the reef: thither the king fends his moft v-aluable property in time
of war or danger. As thefe iilets are not approachable by war canoes,
· · they afford· an impregnable fortrefs. To prev_ent. the inhabitants
from cafiing off his authority, Otoo fuffers no bread-fruit or vegetable
food of any kind to grow there, but .cocoa-nuts an~ taro-roots for the
convenience of the chiefs w-h o go there on a vifit. There iflands
abound with fi.{h, which they bring to Otoo, and load back with"
provi:Gons. 'Fhe "fifh he . ufes himfelf, and diftributes to his friends__.
About forty fail of can0es are thus .employea, be:Gdes thofe ufed ~t
home in fi.fhery. . The Matavai canoes alfo, when not engaged m
the dolphin fi.fhery, make frequent voyages to Tethuroah, carrying
provi..uons, and bringing back fifh and cocoa-nut oil in exchange; ,and
fine fi.{h fo..uce, . q1.lled tyeyro, made of cocoa-nut kernel at a proper
age grated., and mixed with picke~. fhrimps. This is pu~ i!1to baikets
to digefi for a day or two, when 1t referr:bles curd, ac~u~res an .ag:eeable tartnefs, and is fit for ufe; mixed with falt water 1t 1s an admired
fauce, not .only for ~fh, but for . pork and fowls. The cocoa-nut
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mull not ·be · fully grown, for it would tarn .oily and become rancid·.
, .. Xhe fame 11c-e ·is 1nade in .gr.eat quantities .at Otaheite, and .a baiket
of· it always accompanies a ·pr.efent of fr(h; 0r •a fbaked h.0g. ·
· Maitea is, ftibje& ~o a ch~f•of' Tiarabo·o, am.cl about twenty.;.fe\\ep.
leagues d~fiant eaftward. -The £OilIDlUi\J.l<!ati0n i-s .by a farge war
realilo~/·which makes a'v.0yage or two .anhually~: taking ·-advantage ·of
the· mortbi-w.efterly ·wind · to go tliitln.'€-r~ -an~ of .the ' track-wind t0
return. From this 1fiand they .chiefly ,o:btairi their pearls and pearl
, fuells, with dillies and ftools .o f tammanoo, arid other articles. Tapiohe, fambus for pearl, lies farther @IT . -in th~ fame direction. In
t"eturn fur . ,w hat. they recei_.ve, tthey carrr nailp and foch iron..:,w..ork as
they can fpa-r e·~ ~nd duiis J!affes me:xicha:F1g,e Jo ,mo11.e diitant ifla.nds,
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•TILL t?e Em:;opeans vifited the~, '.,t hey hwf ,£ew .d,iford~s amon~
them; their temperate and regµlar ,mo.9e rof .Jife; the. grea~ ,ufe .qf
vegetables, little 3'.nimal food, and . abfepce of all ,n0xious •diibilled ,
Spirits. and wines, preferved .them ~n ;_ ~,eMth~ The .c a.fe it prefont is
w_ofolly ~it.ered.
·
,,
Their -moQ commoi;i ,complaints a.i1e cc:>.~1gh~, colds., and interll}'jtte.n t
fevers, partly .brought on by .the changes .of weat;her, and partly by
the mode of bathing, to which tb_ey i1a~ituate themfelves, often
reeki-0g •with fweat. · .They fomet,im~ µndergo a: temporary infanity
-during .the wet fea.fon, when. th.e fun. ~s .;v.ert_ical, propably· from b~ing
expo(ed with their bare heads.. to ,his ·perpendicular beams: this dif'!"
order attacks them ufually when the bread,-fruit 1·ipens, and is atte.1o1ded
with boils on the fkin, which .carry off the d1forder, and the perfon
once recovered is affected no more_; thm1gh w.ith fome it continues a
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longer feafon than with others. Theague,fometimes is fatal, as they have
no medicine which is effectual for, its cure. They are fubject to vaft
ruptures, occafioned by too great exertions in wrefrling, jumping,
and lifting. The glands behind their ears often fwell and fuppurate,
leaving large fears like the . king's evil; to thefe they make no application but wafhing; fand· when we wol!ld ha,ve 'perfuaded them to
lay on a poultice, 'they obj-ected, as they · muft not pafs the facred
-ground with any thing on their heads, or above their fhoulders;
and there is no confining them to the houfe as long as they are able
to fiand on their legs. As it is their fixed opinion, that no d'ifeafe
affects them but as a punifhment inflicted by t~eir Eatooa for fome
offence, and never brought on themfelves by "intemperance or impru. dence, they truft more to the prayers of their priefts than to any
medicine. Nature, however, and their good conftitutions, perform
wonderful cures. One man had received a muiket-ball, which paffed
through his breaft a~d fhoulder-blade; another had his arm broken
by a ball; a third received it as he was ftooping_; it ~affed through
his thigh, entered his breaft,. and came out behmd his colla:-bone:
feveral others were dreadfully fmafhed with ftones; one had his upper
jaw broken in~ard, with the lofs of fix or feven teeth, ~nd a part
of the bone: and yet all recovered furprifingly fo(?n, without any
application. All bandages they abominate, ~nd cannot bear the fmell
of the dreffings of a wound; flying always to the water when any
thing of this kind affects them, and grating fandal wood on the part,
to take off the offenfive fetor . If they happen to have a leg broken,
it ufually kills them, not fo much from the fracture itfelf, as from
their efforts to crawl to the wa~er, from which nothing reftrains
them: this often brings on inflammation and mortification, where
there could be elfe no danger. Some bear the fears of the jagged
fiingray fpear palling through their bodies, and ·are recove~ed. A
broken arm is fometimes completely reftored by bamboo fplmts, as
.
·it admits of their going about with it in a fling.
· . Our furgeon, in his vifits to the different parts of the ifiand, adds
4
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to this catalogue the elephantiafis, which he obferved of a moft
prodigious kind, one man's leg being [welled as big as a youth's
body; yet he continued going about. There is hardly one of the
chiefs but is affected with cuticular difeafes, and many like lepers
fr~m head to foot, occafioned by drinking the yava; yet they regard
this as an honourable diftinction, calling it the yava ikin rather than
a difeafe. Many have, in the rainy feafon, confiderable inflammatio~ in their eyes, and their childreq are often fubject to a tetterous
eruption, which continues for a long while. A few have been found
affected with the itch, whether~ communicated or an endemial di-feafe
is not certain. But of all plagues that moft fatal to fociety, the venereal,
has been communicated to them, probably by Europeans, and it has
fpread grievoufly, one in four being fuppofed affected with it: many
moft miferable objects, with foul and horrid ulcers, carious bones,
lofs of limbs, and in the laft ftage of confumption, prefented themf~lves. Of thefe was the brother of the high-prieft Manne Manne,
worn to a ikeleton by the difcharge of a venereal ulcer in his neck,
":hich affected 'the organs of refpiration, and left little hopes of relief. · Many are feparated from their families in a fhed or outhoufe, nor ~uffered to t~uch provifion of any kind but what is brought
them; their deareft fnends and relatives fhun them; they are not
permitted to· bathe near any perfon in the river; and though they
~re not !e~t to ftarve, they are ~bandoned to rot alive. Many refufed
all med1cmes, and would fubrnit to no applications ; others took them
with ~reat. avidity. The benefit received in many cafes by the
mercunal omtment caufed great wonder in the natives ; and in the
h~nds of a ikilful man cannot fail of refcuing many from death and
n:11fery.
his fatal and difgufting difeafe, being moil: prevalent, efpecially claims our compaffion, though the natives are fo carelefs, and
averfe to all confinement, that it is the hardeft talk in the world to
engage them to follow proper directions. · We are ufing our utmoft
efforts to have fome of our brethren under the beft tuition, for the
purpofe of attaining medical ikill, efpeciallj to be acquainted with
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the properefr methods of treati"ng this fo{il plague, and have hope of
five or fix who will have fome medical infori:natio'n; and be p~rti:.
cularly' -conv"erfant with this fubjecl; and who rpay be capable_of
affording effectual relief to fuch as ~ill fubmit to the neceffary
regimen.
They attribute others of their maladies_ to an European origin,
and fuppofe every veffel which hath vifited them has lef~ them fome
new difeafes ;· among thefe they reckon the dyfentery from Van..
couver.
It was difficult to perfuade them to take medicine, except in fyrups,
of wh,ich they are fond; though foi;ne fubmitted to fwallow the
bark in cocoa-nut liquor, and got rid of their intermittents.

SECTION

XIV:

On the comparative State of the fjlands.

IT may not be unacc~ptable to pafs in rev.iew a few remarks on
the c0 mparative ftate .o f the different iflands where we ~ave-begun
our miffionary attempts, as £rom the manners and character of the
people, and the nature of their govemments, fome conjecl:m:e may
be formed refpecting the hope of fucceeding in our endeavours to
civilize and impart to them the bleffings of Chriftianity.
Hereditary fucceffi9n appears the efiablifhed cuftom at Otaheite,
and Otoo fovereign; his .chieftains, though fupreme in their fevera1
difirictS', owing him -par~mount obedience, and apparently ·at prefent
unable to control hls authority, and in a !late of general fubjection.
At Tongataboo an oligarchy feems to prevail, at fhe head of which
is a monarch of the Futtafaihe race, to whom all pay homage; yet
another perfon, under the title of Dugonagaboola, has the chief
pow~r and authority, commanding the army by fea and land: whether
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-this office be hereditary
or elective is not afcertained. Tooo-ahowe
.
b
'
though not the eldeft fon, on the death of Tibo Moomooe, affunied
the government; his <1cknowledged warlike character probably remove9- every competitor. Befides thefe, other chiefs feem poffeffed
of great power. In Ohitahoo, the only i:fland of the Marquefas·
whic);i we vifited, the chief feems poffeffed of lefs power than was
exercifed in both the others. Tongataboo refemble~ moil: the government of Japan, where the facred maje~y is a fort of ftate prifoner to
the captain-general ; but at the Friendly IfiaRds Futtafaihe has great
authority, though Dugonagaboola _feems as fuperior in command as
h~ acknowledges himfelf inferior in ·dignity. Thus Tacit1,1s defcribes
Germany as poffeffed of a monarch hereditary., propter dignitatem,
and a great general:, dux, elected, _propter virtutem, on account of his.
courage and military {kill. In thefe i:flands ftrong traits of the ancient·
feudal fyftem appear.
In their perfons,, the men of the .fuperior- rank all feem a larger
race than ourfelves, oi- the common people. At Otaheite they were
fofter featured, ~ore full and flefhy; at Tongataboo more mufcular,
. and affecting a more ftately gait and fuperiority:; at Ohitahoo, though
complaining of . hunger, they were fufficienfiy plump, and much
more,tattooed all over, , and diftinguifhed by drefs and ornaments.
The women at the M arquefas, for ·beauty of feature, fymmetry
of form, and lightnefs of colour, far exceeded the other iflands. At
Otaheite and Tongataboo very few were feen who had pretenfions to ·
beauty; they were generaily large, their features ~afculine, their
colour deeper, and many very difgufting : yet at Ohitahoo the females
appeared in the moft abject fubjection, whilft at Otaheite fome e~joyed diftinguifhed dignity, without particular prohibitions as to food;
and thofe .who were under reftritl:ions feemed nof fo enfiaved, and at
liberty to change their huibands if they pleafed. At Tongataboo
fome were held in higheft reverence, and Futtafaihe himfelf paid
one elderly woman the fame expreffion of homage which he received
from every other. chieftain.

.
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In improvements and civil government the people of the Friendly
Iflands appear fuperior: their canoes are larger, more numerous,
and better formed; their clubs and carvings more cw-ious, their land
better cultivated, their roads neatly maintained, and their country
generally enclofed with reed fences; property alfo appears more pro- ·
teeted, and no arbitrary exactions noticed: while the clefpotic rule
at Otaheite, in many inftances, and the infolent demands of the r
arreoy fociety, tend to deftroy all induftry. Refpeel: for the chiefs
is every where great, but appeared leaft at Ohitahoo.
In manners, the Society iflanders feem the moft diifolute, and the
arreoy fociety the fink of lewdnefs and cruelty. In the Friendly Hlands
marriage is generaJ, and, except the chiefs, they feem to have only ...
one wife. It is faid at Tongataboo, that adultery is punifhed with
death. There, and at the Marqnefas, no infant murders are allowed;
but, contrariwife, they are fond of· their children, and take pleafure
in a nume1'ous family.· _Though at the deceafe of Tibo Moomooe,
and during his illnefs, fome cruel and inhuman practices are mentioned, yet nothing comparable with the· liorrible human facrifices
at Otaheite. In anpther featu_r~ a)fo they great! y differ, as old age is
as much refpecl:ed at Ohitahoo and Tongataboo as it is negletle_d at
Otaheite.
In their propenfity to theft they too much refembled each other,
though the Friendly iflanders feemed the moft daring. With refpecl: to the difrafe which makes the moft fatal ravage, the Society
iflanders are much the moft generally infected; fewer at Tongataboo;
and at the Marquefas it is happily yet unknown.
As to native fer.tility, all the i:flands, with prudence and culture,
would furniih. abundant fupplies; but as the natives labour little, and
truft to the fpontaneous producl:ions of the earth chiefly, all fuffer
at certain times of the year, when the bread-fruit is out of feafon,
a temporary fcardty. At Ohitahoo it amounted to hunger; the
mahie was difgufting; and the very animals were pinched for want of
food, though no where did the bread-fruit trees appear more flourifh-

.
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Of ·the ,Holy ScriJJ.tures.

A-'R T. ,I.

1".Hf.. »~!Y Scripture .is -COD;tain~d .in ,th~_Qld arid ~New_r,ia.a:in~nts,
as -pq~er..:..·

..

.••;.
,~cddiaftes . . ::O badi~h ·
Song of Solomon :Jonah
Micah
Ifaiah
Nahum
Jeremiah
Habakkuk
Lamentations ·
Zephaniah
Ezekiel
Haggai
Daniel
Zechariah
Hofea
Malachi
Joel
.Amos

,J
.. .1 .Kci.ngs
@enefis
2 Kings
Exodus
1 Chronicles
. Leviticus
2 Chronicles
Numbers
Deuteronomy Ezra
Nehemiah
Jofhua
Efther
Judges
Job
Ruth
Pfalms
1 Samuel
Proverbs
2 Samuel
1 Timothy
2 Corinthians
Matthew
2 Timothy
Galatians
Mar~
Titus
Ephefians
Luke
Philemon
Philippians
John
Hebrews
Coloffians
The Acls
Ep. of James
Ep. to Romans 1 Theifalonians
1 Peter
2 Theifalonians
Corinthians
~

1

r•

1

2 Peter
1 John
2John
3 John
Jude
Revelations.

4n

Such is the revelation of God's purpofe, mind, and will, and given by '
the infpiratfon of the H0Jy ·G.ho.ff1; it .dmtaineth all things neceffary
to be believed concernibg;1G~a;1.cr~a-ti,on, prov-i_dem;-€, t.b,e {all pf, p;tan,
h~ n~co~ery, and· t}j.~ :6.md end: .9f q.J}, thing~ i: , dwrefQ.~~ ..tbe,,tru.ths
contain.ed ·itliereili are to ,b_e rec_eiv~d19-r1.d ·beli~ve.d ;::,,c).n.d,Jil.ot:lijng :f.hom.d
he<'beli€~ed, ,byr anr~ .or• en£oi;~e.tl,up4>n a,n.,yl, <?:s· neqeffj Fy•;t0A}lly~tion;
faith, or• p,ra.cl:iee,. hut .that- which itJ e~preif~th;- or I;lil,ay, @e,pro¥ed
d1~reby. , .
. , , .: , • , , .
. > , ·ff,·•; ·
.
. ' • J ~'l} 1f- if.:ii 9£ .G,off. -1 0 ,··
·,
•
,- .
:Dherer• is butr .orte on:lyi ,}iYifig.: aµ.d .true,;.Gg>,cl;,,w·ho is) innnite in
being and peEfecl:iion, -~ab0iftJpureiSpiritt JliJUY)l.fiblt.,_wit;h~m,bod.y qr
par.ts;;· iium.l!lltaible~ (fil1;Ft1le_nfe,.ehirnal, ~o.c:@ih_pl'.ehen6b-l«i:;,infi~t€'ly j,1i1fil:;
almighty, and moft wife; the creator; maker, and form~.r, of:; aslH€r_eatures, the prefervet1. indlgovi ,n~' 0P a:U.)thirrgs~ rvHfble and {~vifible;
and in- the. il!lrlityr !i>f,:..t4e--,,G~r~dt-,tb~rftl)ar.e;; taree .perf9n.s;. of one
fubfrance; , pow-e.r,. and. etew.it.y~ Gcfirthe,F.~the.,11, GQcl. tlte ·S0.n, .and
God the, Floly- Gho.fh
·, . , .
·
.I

I •

r,, •
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.©-od ha.Yi{lg created man in-:.,h is•iQ~ n)ijllcl:ge; j.h1j{_hQwleig:e·;,righ'teou{nefs, and1tp.1.e ·halii;i©Jfs, wii.1'h q0nt~l.il)l.~h,_pyer:.:ith¢ .eiteat1u:es , J ,emtered
into~:a, .tj_ovenant11 .0fl Ifft:! wii.tlii1:Hiqi~c nuti·Qnl}qfui:Lhi#tf.elfr:ibut foriall
hisL-p oft~ity~ uptim conditi0n1<i£:.perfeol:i-0he~ience, rfo.lit,id~ingJ:iim to
ci:t.:d the t,11ee L
0f,knowJedge 1ofi,g:ood ·an<Jl<evi1 ,upti.nJ he Raiiflof, death;
which covenant he:-d::ira.ke, ab~irlg fodµ6:.ed1biy :Sil!taW to 1ea,,t,9f_th~ ,fr.uit
of that tree; and, having thereby loft the image of God and all communion with him, Jie:'in~u-rrecl\ his:---w ratli. aridJcurfe both in this life
and iQ.· t1iat (\Vnich ·is;tO ,come;; in f\~.hi¢h·:cujµl hj_s:.:wh0le, t~J::e b.l'lcaine
-necef(airi1y iLIV0lved; , havingi this,.- J;i:i>s 1Wft•11tr~nf!'grpffi9n .moiicl.ju.fUy
imp.uitedc,.to,·,,tliem; an<d. ,derwing from ihim a.,nat\!llre~w,.h'.cllly,:cGrrupte<d.
amd,deP,ravefu-·•, i
!
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ART. VII.

.

. iMan, 'in1 hi's ftate of innocency, i_had . freedo~ and power to wil~_
and to d0 thau whic:h -is gobd and .well-plea:firig ~o- Go~, but yet
inutaole, fo,(thatiI he-, hlight ·fall from .it• . But by his fall. l~to a ftate
of fin, he hatl:i'· wholly lqft; all ability of will to any fpmtual good
accompanying falvation; fo that as natural man, ~eing altogether .
· averfe from good, and dead in fi,:1• he ~s not ~ble, by his own ftren~th,
to convert liimfelf, or to \·prepare himfelf thereunto.
When : God converts \ a ~fomer / · and. ti-ariflates · him~into a frate ~f
grace, he freeth him from his' natural ,bondage under fin ; a~d: ~y h~s
grace alone enables him freely to will and to d~. that which 18 fpi~
ritually good.
·
. ' - . ~- .' .;, ''; :. ·
.: ·
, ART. V. , Of Chrijl,,the ,M_edratqr-.
, .
The Son, which is the Word of the ,Father!. t6-eq_ual and co-eter~al
with the Father, the · very ·'and eternal God,' of ·one fubfta~c~ with
the Father took man's nature in the womb of the bleifed V irgm, of
her fubfta~ce fo that two whole and perfect natures, that i~ to fay,
the Godhead :nd manhoocl/ whl 3oili~d ·t ogether, never to be_ ?~vided,
whereof'is'orn~ Chriff, very-God and·very man; who, by his perfect
obedience and facrifi.ce of .hirrifelf,., which he, ~hrough th~ E~ernal
Spirit·, -iorice offered. ·up( unto·God, hath fully· fatis~ed. t_he_. Juftice of
the·Father; · and. not only made reconciliation, but hkew1fe purchafed
an everlafting· inheritance' in the · kingdom of._ ~ea:en for all thofe
whom the Father hath given to, · or cho.fen in him.
'. ,
. "
., . . .
, ARrr. VI. Of the H(tfy Ghqfl,.
The· Holy Ghofr, ' proceecling from the Father rand th~ Son;_is of
one fubftance, majefty ,-and .glol'.-j-,'. with _the· F~ther ·arid tke ~on,- ~ery
and eternal God; whofe· office, in the economy of falvat1on, 1s to
convince, regenerate, and convert thofe whom the Father gave to
Chrifi: in his eternal purpofe, and make them partak~rs of all the
benefits of the covenant of grace, both in time and eternity•

a

I

Of the Refurreclion of-Chrijl.
Chrift did truly rife again from death, and took again his body, with
flefh, bones, and all thin'gs. appertaining to the perfection of man's
nature, wherewith he afcended into heaven, and ·there fitteth making
interceffion for al~ his people unti~ he return to j~dge all men at the
!aft day.
ART-. VIII. Of Predeflination and Eleflion.
Predefi,:ination to life is the everlafting purpofe of God, whereby
(before the foundations of the world were laid) he hath decreed, by
his counfel fec;ret to ·us, to deliver from curfe and damnation thofe
whom he hath chofen in Chrift (not for any thing forefeen in them,
but according to his eternal purpofe and grace) out of mankind,
and to .bring_ them by ·chrifi: to everlafring falvation, as veffels made
to hqnour.
Wherefore they which be endued with fo excellent a benefit of
God, be called · according to God's purpofe by his Spirit working in
due ' feafon; they through grace obey. the calling; · they be juftified
freely ; they be made fons of God by adoption; they be made -like
the image of his only begotten Son Jefus Chrift; 't hey walk {eli-.·
gioufly in good works; and at length, by God's me.licy, they attain
to everlafting .felicity.
Of the Jujliftcatio7: of M an.
Juftification is an.act of God's -free grace, wherein he pardoneth
all our fins,' and accepteth us a_s righteous in his fight, orily for
the righteoufnefs of Chrifr imputed ·to ~s, and received by faith
alone.
ART. X. Of Good Works.
Good works are only fuch as 90d hath commanded in his holy
word, ~nd not · fuch as, ~ithout_the warrant thereof, are devifed by
men out of bl_irid zeal, o_r upon· any pretence of good intentions :
although good works, which are the fruits of faith, and follow after
ART, IX.
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ju11:ification, cannot put away our fins, and endure the feverity ?f
Cod's judgments-, yet are they pl~fing and accept~bie to _God _m
<rilirifr, and do fpring out neceffanly of a true a~d lively faith; mfomuch that by them a lively faith may be as evidently known as a
trne. is. difuerned by its fruit.

XI.

t;

OJ, the Statesof M.en after Death, and of the
Refurreciion of the Dead.
The bodies of men after death return to .du.ft,. an~ fee cor_ruption;
but their fouls (which neither die nor peep) havmg an 1mmm:tal
fob11:ance, immediately return to God who ,g~ve them. . The _fouls of
the.righteous, being made perfect: in holinefs, are rece1~ed _mto the
highefr lfaavens, where they, b,ohold the face. of God .m light. a,nd
.&R~T.

X;II.

glory, waiting only for the full redemption of their bodies: and the
fouls of. the wicked are ca11: into 'helI, where they remain in torments
and utter darknefs, referved to,the judgment ?f the great day. Befide
thefe two places, for fouls feparate from their bodies, the Scripture
acknowledgeth none. At the fa11: day, fuch as are found alive fhall
not die, but -be changed:; and all ·the dead fhall be taifed up with
the felf-fame bodies, and none other, although with different qualities,
which ·ihall be again united to their fouls for ever.

Of the Law of God.

.
The moral law doth for eve; bind all, as well,juftifi.ed perfons as
0 t--hers, to the obedience thereof; and that not only in regard of the
matter contained in it, but aJfo in refpe& of the authority of God t~e
oteator who gave it : neither- doth ChriO: in the gof~el any way, d1ffolve, but· much 11:rengthen this obligation.
AJthouah tme believers 0e not under the law as a covenant of
works.,
be thereby ju11:ified or condemnecd; yet it ~s of_ great :1fe
to them as well as to others ; in that, as a rule of life, mfonwng
tbem •of tm.e will of God and the.iir, duty, at-· dire&s an~-binds the~
to wal~ acCillia.iingJy-; difoo:veri~g· alfo ; the finful pollutu.ons of their
naturn, heartst, ,a ad lives ; fo as -examining themfel.ves: thereby, t~ey,
may come to fuctiher convi&ri.olil of, b}lrniliation for, and 1~atred agamft
fin.; tocre~her w,itka clearer fight of the ·need they. have of Chri11:, and
the pe;fodion. of his ob€dicnce: it is like~ife of _ufe to the regenerate to re11:rain their corruption, in that 1t forbids fin ; a{ld the
threatenings of it ferve to ihew wha~ even their fins _deferve, and
what afflictions in this life they may, expect for. them, although
freed from the ourfe thereof threaten·ed in the law•
ART,
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The bodies of the unjuft fhal1, by the power of Chri11:, ;be raifed
to diihonour; the bodies of,thejuft, by his fpirit, unto ·honour, and
be made conformable to his own glorious body.
i

K:IcII. 1 O,f t/Je lajl Judgment.
. God hath appointed a ·day wherein he will judge the wotld in
n~hteoufnefs, ·by jefus •Chrift, to "vhom all power and judgment is
g1v~n of the Fath~r; i_n which day not only the apo.A:at:e angels fl a11
1
be Judged, but likew1fe all perfons that have lived upon earth ihall
appear before the tribunal of .Chrift, to give an account of their
thoughts, ~ord~, and deeds ; and to receive according to what €hey
have done m tlie body, whether good or evil. The end of. God's
~ppointing this day_ is :for •the manife11:ation of the glory of his mercy
1? the eternal _falvat1on of the elect, and of his juftice in the damna~10n of ~he ':"1cke~ and difobe~ient ; for then 1-fhall the righteous go
mto everfafbng life, and r~ce1ve that fulnefs of joy and refrefhinowhich ·fhall come from th~ prefence of t-he Lord; but the wicked
who know not God, and obey ~ot the gofpel of Jefus Chri11: fhall
be ca11: into everla11:ing burnings, and be punifhed with eter;al deftruclion from the prefence of the Lord, and from the glory of his
power.
ART.•

ART,

XIV.

Of the Church.

The catholic or univerfal church, which is invifibJe, con:611:s
of the whole number of the elect that have been, are, or fhaU be
gathered into one, under Ch rift the head thereof; and is the [poufe,
~
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the body, the fulnefs of Him that filleth all in all. _T he vifible church,
which is alfo catholic or univerfal under the gofpel (not confined to
one nation as before, under the law), confifts of all thofe throughout
_the world that profefs the true religion, together ·with their children;
and is the kingdom of the Lord Jefus Chrift, the houfe and family
out of which there is no ordinary poffibility qf falvation.
Unto this catholic vifible church Chrift hath given the miniil:ry,
oracles, and ordinances of God, for the gathering and perfecting of
the faints, in this life, to the end of the world; and doth by his
own prefence and fpirit, according to his promife, make them effectual
thereunto.
There is no other head of the church but the Lord Jefus Chrift;
neither hath any temporal prince, fecular power, or civil magiftrate,
any righ,t to exercife any authority over her ; neither needeth fhe any
.eftablifhments from .them, being founded upon Him who is the rock
of ages ; fo that the gates of hell · fhall not prevail againft her ; and
the Higheft himfelf fhall eftablifh her.
The vifible church hath, in fubjecl:ion to Chrift her head, power
to chufe bifhops, or paftors, and dea~ons, _t0 act in their feveral
offices. The church likewife hath power to depofe both mini!l:ers
and deacons, if it be found nece1Tary for truth and confcience fake;
_to admit members into church fellowfhip; and, in cafe of mifconducl:, .
.to exclude them from her communion ; but if the caufc or reafon
.of depofing the one or excluding the other is removed, then fhe
hath power, and ought to re-admit them into the fame_church fellowfhip.
· ART.

XV.

Of the Ojficers

of the

Church.

Chrifr, in the riches of his love and care towards his church, hath
appointed in it to be of perpetual ftanding ufe, · as what will be need-fol to the church throughout all generations to the end of the world;
I ft. Pa!l:ors or bifhops, that fhould be fettled in different churches,
to take a peculiar care of them, to prefide, watch, and rule over them
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confanguin~ty or affinity prohibited by the word of God; and the
perfons are t~ be of years and difcretion, fit to make their own
choice, or, upon good grounds, to give their mutual confent. Then
the perfons about to enter the fiate of marriage are to .fignify their
intentions to the minifier refiding nearefi to their refpecl:ive abodes
three weeks before their intended confummation of marriage, that he
may publicly decl<l;re their intentions three fucceffive fabbaths in the·
congregation,_ to the end that if there be any lawful objections again~
the perfons entering into that . holy fl:ite, it may be fet alide; but. tf
no objection appears, then the day being appointed (which we adv1f~
not to be the fabbath), and a competent number of witne1Tes a1Tembled,
the minifter, after a folemn prayer to _G od and a fuitable e;xhortation,
is to prnceed as follows: viz. fir.ft directing the man to take the
woman by the right hand, and fay thefe words, " I, M. do take
" thee, N. to be my married wife, and do in the prefence of God and
'' before this congregatio·n promife and covenant to be a loving and
" faithful hufband unto thee, until God fh all feparate us by death."
Then the woman fl1al1 take the man by the right hand, and fay thefe
words: " I, N. do take thee, M. to be my married hufband, and I
" do in the prefence of God and before this congregation promife
" and ,covenant to be a loving, faithful, and obedient wife unto thee,
" until God fhall feparat~ us by death." Then without any further
ceremony the minifier fhall in the face of the congregation pronounce
them to be hufband and wife, according to God's ordinance; and
fo conclude with prayer.

XXI. · Of the Burial if the D ead.
Cl1rift hath no where in his word commanded any ceremony to be
made ufe of over a deccafed perfon, •either previous to, or at the
interment ; fuch as finging, praying, &c. Therefore it feems molt
confifrent that the dead body be in a decent manner conveyed to the
place appointed for public burial, and then immediately committed to
the earth. Yet it is the duty of every Chrifiian friend earnefl-ly' to
JH 2
ART.
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endea.vour 110 impro\!:e the bereaving difFenfation, by: medd.tation and
conferences foiitaibk thereto.-And it is likewife iimcumbent upon the
paflor a£ 'the c<Dngiregation to endea'lo.ur 1!o fpeaik a: word in. feafon to
£u.rviivors, foita.ble to the occafion.

'The Form of Signature as follows :

We who-fe names are underw»itten do, in the prefence of God
and each other, acknowledge and believe aH and every.one of the
above articles aFe agreeable to and coJ:'..lfonant with the word of God.;,
and are, tRi;ough divine a:ffifrance, refolved to promulgate and teach.
the trnths contaiBed thefein among the heathen; and purpofe, by the
fame gwce, to live confolimable thereunto, to the glory of God,, up.til
death.
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Dennett, Captain T .
Dennant, Rev. J. H alefworth
Derry, J. Plymouth
Dettmar, George
Devonihire, Mr. Stockwell
Dickie, T . .Bow-lane
Dickenfon, J. Hull
Dickfon, James
7 copies
Dilly, C. Bookfeller, Poultry,
D imfdale, Dr. Biihop's Stortforcl
Ditrenters' R eading Society, Great Wigfion
Ditchett, J. Plymouth
·
Dixon, S. Pall-mall
Dixon, Captain J.
D odd, Captain J.
Dodds, W. Efq. Gofport
Donaldfon, R. Hull
Dore, Rev. Mr. W alworth
Dove, W. Plvmouth
Douglas, Rev. A. R eading
Douglas, D. Ellington
Draper, T. Broker-row, Moorfields,
z copies
Draper, S. 20, Coleman-fireet
Dunn and Biggs, Bookfellers, Nottingham
Dunt borne, J ofeph, Clapham
Dunkley, K. Little Eaficheap
Du nkin, J. Jamaica-row, Bermondfey
Durie, D. Gravel-lane
D urant, R ev. G. Spital-fquare
Durant, Mrs. S. Guy's Hofpital
Duthoit, P. Efq. Highbury-place
Dyer, J. Efq. G reenwich

E.
Eagland, Mrs. E. Huddersfield
Earnihaw, Mr. Wakefield

SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES
'
.

Eafiman, T. Portfea
Eafl:, W. Woburn
Eaton, R. Threo Brick-fireet, Piccadilly
Eddington, J. Earl-fl:reet, Blackfriars
Edmonds, Mr. Sheernefs
Edridge, H. 10, Duffour's-place
Edwards, B. Efq. M . P. Great Geor~-fireet
Eggington, G. Hull
Eggington, J. ditto
Elen, - - , Efq. Banker
Elgar, Mr. Rocl1efier
Elton, Mrs. M. 2 , Rowland's-row, Stepney
Ellarv, M r. Stroud
Elliott, G. Spa-fields
Elliott, C. Long-acre
Elliotfon, G. C hemifi, Southwark
Ellis, R ichard
Ellis, J. Upper Rathbone-place
Englifh, R ev. T . Woburn
Erlkine, T. Efq. Sergeant's-inn
Er/kine, Captain, Dryburgh Abbey
Er/kine, Dr, Edinburgh
Er/kine, L ady Anne, Spa-fields
Er/kine, Mrs. Scotland
Etheridge, S. Hoxton-fquare
Evans, Rev. R. Appledore
Evans, Mifs, Tooting
Evill, George, Bath
Ewing, Rev. G. Edinburgh
Exall, J. Farnham, Surry
Eyre, Rev. John, Hackney
Eyre, William, ditto

F.
Fallowfield, Mr. Scotland-yard
Farmer, R. Kennington, Surry
Farncombe, J. Stoneham, Sulfex
Farquhar, J. Efq. Kenfington
Farrar, J. Warley
Farrborough, J. Efq. Sydenham
Fatrett, W. Ludgate-fireet
Favell, S. T ooley-fireet
Faulder, Mr. Bookfeller, Boncl-fireet, 7 copies
Fawcet, Rev. S. by Rev. J. Saltren
Fenu, J. CornhiU,
6 copies
Ferrers, M r. Petticoat-lane
Ferrers, Mr. Aldgate
Field, Rev. H. Blandford
Field, R. Bankfide.
Filby and Son, Pilgrim-fireet, Ludgate-hill
Filling, Mr. 193, Shadwell
Finlev, E . Hull
F ifi1er, Mifs, Stroudwater
Fifhwick, Mr. Hull
Fletcher, I. Abingdon
Fletcher, Mr. Sheernefs
Flower, R. Hertford

· Ford, J. Frome
Forfyth, W. Efq. Kenfingtou
Ford, Rev. George, Southwark
Ford, Mrs. Bath
Fofl:er, Rev. W. Wyke near Halifax
'
Fofier, M. lfull
F oiler, E. ditto
Fo!l:er, Captain, ditto
Foulds, H . Gainsforth-fireet, HorOeyclown
F owler, Rev. J. Sheernefs
Foyfier, S. Efq. Tottenl1am-fireet
Fox, E. Efq. Wadebrid ae
Frazer, A. Plvmouth "'
Freeman, T. London-wall
Fr~eman, J. Millbank-Hreet We!lmiufier
Fr!ar, Captain, Bengal
'
Friend at Hull
Friend,
Newbery, Berks
Frofr, M1fs, 24, Aldermanbury

':V·

G.
Gaitlkell, W. Rotherhithe
Gage, Mrs. Bath
Gambier, 'Admiral
Gamon, M r. Rochefl:er
Gardner, Robert, Tower-fireet1
3 copies
Gardner, Rev. H. Southwold, Suffolk
Gardner, R ev. T. Stratford-upon-Ayon
3 copies
Gardner, H. Bookfeller, Strand
Garthorn, Mr. Ems-hill
'
Garwood, Mr. 50, Manfel-frreet
Garrard, Thomas
Gaviller, G . New-roa,d, St. Geo,ge's
~~orge, Mr. Tyler-fl:reet, Carnaby-market
2 copies
(y!bfon, J. Efq. Dublin, ·
G!bbons, Thomas, M. D. H adley, Su'tfulk
G!b!>o?s, J. Efq. Ofwefiry
G1lhfp1e, J. Carolina Coftee-houfe
Gilder, J ohn, Hull
Gillet, G. Efq. Guildford-fireet
Gillet, W. Deptford
G ilham, Dr.
Gilbert, T. Chatham
·7 copies
Giles, W. Peckham
Gimber, W . Admiralty
Glover, T . 3, H arris's-place O xford-frreet
'
Glover, N. Little Britain
Glover, M . Uxbridge
Gb.fcott, Rev. Mr. Hatherley
Godfrey, J. 6_h Tabernacle-walk
Goddard, S. Ipfwich
Goff, E. Scotland-yard
Goodere, John, Gofport
Goodere, James, ditto
Goodwin, J. jun.
Goodhart, E. Efq.
Goodhart, E. jun.

Good, Mr. corner pf Gr:iy's-inn-lane
·
Goode,. Rev. Iyrr. H!ingtpn
Goodw1_a, ly.Ir. ~eek, St<jffordfiiir::
Goodchild, W. Jun. Ipfwich
Gold!ng, G. uy Rev. J. Saltren
Golclmg, J . by ditto
Golding, Rev. Mr. Croydon
7 copies
Gordon, A. Efq.
·
'
Gordon, A. London
Gordon, Captain P.
Gofo~ll, S. Printer, Little Q.2een-fireet, Holborn
Gofilrng, R. Shacklewel!
·
Goiller, J. N. H arnbu rgh
Govier, H . I vy-lane, -Newgate-fireet
.Gouger, G. 48, Newgate-fireet
Graves, E. Sun-tavern-fields
Graves, J. Q.2eenhithe
Gray, J. King(land
Green, E. Efq. Leicefl:er
Green, Rev. R. Hull
Greenway, J. Efq. Stoke, near Plymouth
Greenway, Captain W.
G reenwood, J. Kighley
Grellett, F. Efq. Camomile-fireet
Gregory, Mr. Sheernefa
Gregory, J. Hoxton-fields
Gregory, Mr. Brighton
Gr~atheed, Rev. S. Newport Pagnel
Gnbble, T. Bank-fiock-oftice
Griffin, Rev. J. Portfea
Griffin, Mrs.
Griffin, Mr.
Griffith, J. Caermarthen
Grim!hy, W. ·stowmarket
Gripes, J. Kingfland
G rove, J. Efq. Sloane-fireet Chelfea
G rocock, Mr. Kenfington · '
Grundy, T. Horfeferry-road, Wefl:minfier
Guel!onneau, Mr. Pope's-head-alley
Guge, S. Portfea
Gun, ly.rr. 24, Aldermanbury
Grant, C . Efq. India-houfe
Gwennap, J. jun. Falmouth

H.
Haldane, R. Efq. Edinburgh
Hail, J. Bath
Haley, C . Efq. Wigmore-fireet
Hall, - -, Elq. Banker
Hall, Mr. Attorney
Hall, Thomas
Hall, T. Hull
Hallett, by Rev. J. S?.ltren
Halfread Library, Etrex
Hale~ W . 4, Wood-ftreet, Spitalfields
Hamilton, R. Sloane-fireet
Hamilton. J.M. D. Artillery-place

.3I

;
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Hammond, G. Whitechapel
Handfield, J. Lieut. Royal Engineers
Hanbury, Mr. K.ing-ftreet, Wefl:minfl:er
Hanfon, E. Efq.
Hanflar, Mr. Round-court, Strand
Hardcafl:le, Jofeph, Efq. Loudon
Hardacre, R. Stepney-caufeway
Hare, J. 24, Park-lane
Harvy, T . Plymouth
Hanvood, S. Battisford-hall, Suffolk
Harper, Hon. Lady F. Park-fl:reet
Hartley, Rev. J . Fulneck, Leeds
Harper, M. Norwich
Harper, A. Jerufalem Coffee-houfe
Hardie, Mr. Bookfeller, Bolfover-fl:reet
Harvey, Lady C.
Harvey, W . London
Harman, Mrs. Bath
Harris, J. Plymouth
Harris, \.'\'. Manchefier
Harries, Rev. \V. Stroudwater
Harrifon, T. Fetter-lane
Hafiie, H. London
Hafiie, F. <lino
Hatton, Mr. Stroud, Kent
Haven, R. Efq. Doniland-hall, Colchefl:er
Hauxwell, W. Hull
Hawes, B. Colchefier
8 copies
Hawkes, T . Piccadilly,
Hawkes, Mifs, Lutterworth
Haweis, Rev. Dr. Aldwinkle
Hayter, T. Gofport
Raycroft, T. Broadway, Deptford
Hayman, 1 homas, Lor.don
Hazard, Mr. Bath
H eaton, C. 14, Millman-fireet, Bedford-row
Heath, Rev. R. Rodborough
Hedger, J. Efq. Wefl:-fquare
Heene, Mr. Hoxton-fquare
Htnderfon, J. 6r, Broad-fl:reet
Hetherington, T. Reading
Hewfon, J.
Hicks, Mrs.
Hide, W. Patriot-fquare, Bethnal-green
Hill, Rev. Rowland, London
Hill, W. Manchefl:er
\
Hill, Mr. 5, Delaney-place
Hill, S. z, Stone-buildings, Lincoln's-inn
Hill, J.
Hills, Mifs C. Colchefter
Hillock, J. Hull
Hirfl:, J. Huddersfield
Hobbs, Rev. Mr. Colchefl:er
Hobbins, S. Yarmouth
Hobbe1t, Mifs, Denmark-hill
Hodgfon, Mr. Mark-lane
Hodgfon1 G. Duck's-foot-lane

Hogg, P. Long-lane, Smithfield
Hogg, Rev. Mr. Thrapfl:on
Holehoufe, C. Borough
Holt, J. jun. Whitby
Holman, Francis, London
Holland, T. Efq. 146, Drury-lane
Holy, T. Sheffield
Honeyman, J. Spital-fields
Hooten, Mr. Falmouth
Hooper, J. Ramfgate
Hooper. J. Efq. Greenwich
Hooper, D. Margate
Hopps, W. Cannon-fl:reet
Hopkins, Rev. W. Chrifl:church
H opkins, R. Chrifich11rch
Horton, J. Lawrence Pountney-lane
Hovell, T. 6, Worfhip-fireet
Houghton, J. Huddersfield
Hough, S. Efq. Tavifl:ock-fireet, Bedford-fquare
Houfion, Mr. Great St. Helen'$
Houghton, J. Efq. Liverpool,
3 copies
Howfe, Samuel, Bath
Howard, Mifs E. Bafingfioke
Howard, J. Stockport
Howard, J. Old-fireet
Howard, T. Shoe-lane
Hubbard, Z. Melkf11am
Huffam;· Chrifiopher, London
Hughes, Rev. Mr. Batterfea
Humphreys, Mr. near Brifiol
Humphreys, Rev. Mr. Newington Butts
Humpage, Mr. Surgeon, Stroud
Humber, T .' Brighton
Hunt, J. Southwo_ld, Suffolk
Rumer, Henry, D. D. Roxton
Hutchorl, Mr. 25, Coleman-fireet
Hutton, Alderman, Dublin
Hutton, Rev. Mr. Buckingham

I. ].
Jack, J. St. Martin's-lane
Jackfon, H. 32, Paternofter-row
Jackfou, J. Portfea
Jackfon, S. 68, Lombard-fireet
Jackfon, J. jun. zo, Tottenham-court-road
James, Mr. Clare-ftreet, Brifiol
James, S. Bankfide, Borough
James, Sir W. Bart. Blackheath
• Jamifon, J. Cecil-fl:reet, Strand
Jarrold, J. Woodbridge
Jay, Rev. W. Bath
Jeffreys, D. Efq. Tooting
z copies
Jefferfon, Rev. J. Bafingfioke,
Jennings, Mr. ~eeu-fireet, Cheapfide
Jenki ns, Mr. Brifl:ol
Jen kins, Mr. E, Bath

SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

•

J~rtam, Rev. C. Long Sutton,
z copies
Illin~worth, J. Frith-fireet, Soho
Inglis, J. Mark-lane
Innes, H. Efq. Tavifiock-fireet
Innes, J. Efq. Layton
Joad, George, London
J ohnfon, J oho,' Huddersfield
J ohnfon, J. Toxhall, near Woodbridcre
John fon, Mr. Wakefield
.,
Johnfon, Mr. St. Paul's Church-yard, 14 copies
Johnfon, J . Wakefield
Johnfion, Mrs. Reading
Jones, Rev.J. Dock
Jones, Mr. Charlotte-fireet, Bloomfbury
Jones, Mr. Crown-fireet, Finlbury-fquare
Jones, P. 23, Charlotte-ftreet, Bedford-fquare
Jones, Rev, Mr. Iwleck
Jones, W. Bookfeller, Liverpool
Jones, J. Newgate•fireet
,
Jones, R. Liverpool
Jones, J. Efq. ff'ull
Jones, Sufanna, Mile End
Jones, T . High-ftreet, Borough
Irons, Mrs. Chatham
K.
Kanmacher, M r. Apothecaries'-hall
Keates, Robert Kelly, Rev. T . Dublin
Kemp, G. King{Jand-road
Kemp, Mr. Poole
Kendrick, Mrs. Stroudwater
Kennion, J . Nicholas-lane
Kerfy, P. Moneydew-hall, Suffolk
Kidd, Rev. A. Cottingham
Kilvington, Mr. Bank.fide
King, .P. Efq.
King, Mr. Sheernefs
K!ng, P. Efq. Camberwell-green
K)ng, D. 9, Rodney-buildings, Kent-road
K!ng, Mrs. 8, George-lane, Eaficheap
Kmglbury,1Rev. W. Southampton
Kinlinde, Mrs. Bath
Kincaid, D. King{Jand-road
Kirkpatrick, J, Ille of Wight
Kirkpatrick, J. Sutton Afhfield
2 copies
Kit~hener, Mr. Bury St. Edmond's,
Kmght, Rev. J. A. Somers-town
Knight, J. 12, Great St. Andrew's•fireet
Knies, A. Efq.
Knott, Mr. Lombard-fueet
Knowles, James, Huddersfield

L.
Lacy, W. Stroudwater
Ludewig, Mr, Rochefrer

Lavid, J. Glafgow
Lake, Rev. J. Kenfington
Lam, Rev. J. by Rev. J. Saltren
Lambert, G. Hull
Lambert, A. Efq. LeadenhalJ.fl:reet
Lambert, C. Efq. Bengal
Lane, W. Wood-fireet, Cheapfide
Laugworth, J. Bofion, Lincolnfi1ire
Langworth, Elizabeth, Bofion
Langworthy, Mrs. Lambeth-marf11
Langfl:on, W. Efq. Highbury-place
Landfeer, Mr. ~een Anne-fireet Eaft 3 copies
'
Lalhmore, R. Brighton
Latrobe, Rev. C. Kirby-fl:reet
Lavington, Rev. S. Biddeford
Law, C. Bookfeller, Ave Maria-lane
Lawfon, Mr. Sheernefs
Lee, E. Highbury
Lee, J. Borough
Legge, R . Windfor
Legg, S. Fleet-fl:reet,
7 copies
Leggatt, Mrs. ½'rentham
Leigh, Sir E. Bart. Little Harborough
Lepard, B. Stationer, Jame3-itreet, 7 copies
Lefter, Mr.
Lever,-- , Efq. Newington-caufeway
Levett, N. Hull
Levett, W. ditto
Lewis, W. Tavifiock.fireet
L!brary of Aifociated Congregation, Wooler
L)ttle, Rev. R. Hanley, Stafford{J1ire
Little, T. Efq. Wigmore-fireet
Little, T. 32, Edward-fireet, Portman-fquare
Littler, R. City-road
Livius, G. Efq. Bedford
Liverpool Library
Lloyd, N. Uley
Lobb, J . W. Efq. Southampton
Lock, Mrs. A. Plvmouth
Locke, - - , Efq: Taunton
Locke, W. Efq. Devizes
Lomas,·J. Colebrook-row, I!Iington
Lomas, W . Manchefier
Lovell, Mifs, Bifhopfgate-fl:reet
Lowell, Rev. S. Woodbridge
Lowell, Mifs, Woodbridge
Lowder, Dr. Bath
Lucas, J. Efq. Tooting
Luck, Mr. Carpenters'-hall
Luckman and Suffield, Coventry
Ludlow, Mrs. Cannon-court Briftol
Ludlow, Mifs, Devizes
'
Ludlow Book Society Lufon, Captain, Sheernefs

M.
Macclesfield, Earl of
312
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Mackie, Captain Andrew, J 5, Bing-fireet
Mackell J, Park-lane
M'Kie,
Efq. Palgo1rn, Suffolk
M'Gall, Captain J.
.
M'Melcan, Lieut. Col. Royal Engmeers
M'Dowall, P. Falmo~1th
Maddifon, J. Pofi-office
Magaett J. Bookfeller, Wakefield
Maitla nd, J. Efq. Bafinghall-fi:reet
M aitland, R. Efq. ~ i ng's-arms-yard
Maitland J. Efq. ditto
M aitland: A. Efq. King's-road
M altby, T. Efq. Mary-le-bone
Mann, J. Moretonhampfieac!, D evon
Manchefier, lfaac
Manav N . Efq. Plymouth
Mangl;s, J. 20, Change-alley
M ander, J. Wolverhampton
M a ntell, Rev. G. W efibury
Mamfield, J. R.
Martin, Mr. 78, Jol~n•s-fireet
Martin, A. Efq. Banker
Mar!land P. Stockport
1\/Iar!hall; S. Sheffield
Marriatt, W. Hoxton-fquare
Mather, G. Stockport
Mather, J. Mauchefler
Mather, Mrs.
·
•
M atthews, J. Strand,
3 copies
Mattravers, Mrs. W efi~ury
Matwin, R ev. H. Dublin
.
Maurice, Rev. W. London- road
Mayer, C atharine, Leadenhall-fireet
Maylefi:on, Mr.
Maze J. Winche!l:er-fireet
Mech~m, Mr. King's-arms-yard
M adgwick, E . Charles-fquare
Medley, G . Newington-place
Medley, R . 6, Lamb~th-terrace
Meech, J. Efq. Readrng, Berks
r
M eecI1, T . E 1,rq • Cold H arbour,\;\,
B k efibury
Meldrum, D . Prince's-0:reet, an
Mells, A. Efq. Finch-lane
Mendz, Rev. H. Plymouth
Merfey, Mr. Long-acre
Meyer, J. Leadenha11-fireet_
M iddleton, Mr. 1, Ch:i.nce1y-lane
Middleton, Sir C. Bart.
Milbourne, A. Southwold, Suffolk
Miles, J. Foulmere
i\lillard, T. J.
Miller, R. Weymouth
Minchin, T. Gofport_
Minchin, J. A. Efq. ditto
Mitchell, John, M._D. near Stockport
Mitchel!, Mrs. Chn~kl~urch
l\folefworth, iHr. B1rminghalll

J.

SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES.

Montague, Lady
i\/Ioney, Mr. Somers-to1vn
M onds, T. \V.
.
M oody, Rev. J . Warwick
Moore, Rev. G. Stroud, Keqt
Morfe, Mr. Sheernefs
Morgan, Mrs. Bell-yard
Morgan, Mr. Stroud, Kent
Morefs, G . Portfea
Moreland, Mr.
Morland, W. Old-fi:reet
Morris, J. Manchefi:er
Morris, Mr. Camberwell
Morrifon, Mr. Tottenham-place
Mount Mrs. 1!lington
Moves: w. Kingfland
•
Mui·ray, Rev. A. N elburgh, l'\. B.
Mufgrove, Mr. London
Mufion, Rev. C . Ayton
Myers, Mifs, 4, Tooley fi:reet

P.

N.
Napier, W. London
Kapier, J. Hudder,field
Neale,J. Efq. St. Pan l's Church-yard, 1 S copies
Neale, .Mifs, Luton
Ne:.Ie, J. Ayle!bury
Nelfon, J. P ark-lane
Newton, Rev. John, London
Newton, Henry, Lonclon
Newton, Mr. \V. Dartford, Kent
Newman, J .
Newfon, l\Jr. \V. Wrentham
Newbald, R. Vauxhall
Newcombe, l\1r. Stroudwater
Nicoll, Rev. W. Edgeware-road
Nichols, S. Bath
Nicholfon, J. Plymouth . .
Nicklin, Mrs. Hanover-bu1ld111gs, Soutl1a111ptou
Nicklin, S. 1, Aldgate
Nightingall, J. Rochefi:er
Noble, C . Lown-fi:reet, Piccadilly
Nobbs, J. 106, Fenchurch-fireet
Noech, Valentine
Nokes, Mr. Kent-road, Newington
Norris, Mifs, Etrex-fl:reet
North, J. Efq. Portfea
Nutter, Mr. Somers-town

0.
Ogle, Mr. Bookfellcr, Glafgow,
r 4 copies
Ogle, J. Bookfcller, Edinburgh,
28 copie5
Oldham, C. Efq. Holborn
Orance, W . Plymouth
.
Ormerod, Rev. Richa1u, A. M. Vicar of Kenfington

•

P otticary, Rev. J. Newport, Ifie of Wight
Pack, J. Hull
Powis, Mifs E . Crofs.frreet, Newington-butt,
Palmer, J. Ai r-ll:reet, Piccadilly
Prentice, M. Stowmarket
Palmer, W . Efq.
Prentice, S. Bungay, Suffolk
Parr, ,v. Plymouth
Prefi:on, T. Miles's-lane
Parfons, Rev. E . Leeds
Prefl:on, Mrs.
Parfons, C. Frome
Prefcott, Mifs, OJd.frreet-road
Parfons, J. Bookfeller, Pater-noll:er-row, 2 copies
Pretyman, Mr. T ower-fireet
Parfons, T. Taunton
Prichard, W. Bookfeller, Derby;
3 copies
Partridge, Mr. Strondwater
Pritt, W. Wood-frreet, Cheapfide
Parkes, S. Palace-row, Tottenham-court
Princep, Mr. Leadenhall-fireet
Parker, Mifs E. Coventry
Priefl:ley, Rev. W. Deal
Particular Bapt. Society Newport Pagnel, 2, cop.
Profit, A. London
Pattifon, J. Cogge!lrnll, Etrex
Pullen, E . r 5, T abernacle-walk
Paton, J. Montrofe
P urdue, J . EJCcife-office
Paul, J. D. Mettingham-cafl:le, Suffolk
Pyrke, J. 404, Strand,
2, copies
Payne, J.
P eacock, R. Montague-clofe, Southwark
R.
Pearfon, Mr. Steel-yard, Thames-fi:reet
P edder, Mr. Copper-plate Printer
Rainier, J. H ackney
Ralph, J. T. Swithin 's-lane
Pei!ley, G. r 3, Chapel-fi:reet, South Audley-fireet
P ellatt, A. Newgate-fireet
Ramfden, H. Brook-fi:reet, Holborn
Raney, Captain I.
Pember, W. Brunfwick-fquare, Brifiol
Rankin, Thomas
P entycrofs, Rev. T. W allingford
P enfold, Mr. Plymouth-dock
Rathburne, A. Manchcfier
Perram, Mrs. Chefhunt
Rawlings, T. Efq. Padfrow
P erkins, Mr. Cawfand
Rawfon, Mr. Nottingham
Perfwant, Mr. D evonlhire-fquare
Ray, J. Woodbridge
Perth Society
Ray, Rev. J. 1\1. Sudbury
Rayboi1t, Mr.
Pewfey, Mr. Newport Pagnel
Phenc, Mr. Ramfay
Reading Society at Kiddern\infier
Reed, Mary
Phene, N . Little Moorgate
Phene, Rev. P. Yarmouth
Renton, J. Hoxton-fields
Phillips, Charlotte-fi:reet, Surry -road
Renard, Mr. 22, Devon!l1ire-fireet
Phillips, T. Surry-place
Reyuolds; Rev. J. Hoxton-fquare
Phillips, N . 74, Lombard-fi:reet
Reyner, J . Shacklewell,
2 copies
Rhodes, Mrs. H, Upper John-fireet
Ph!pps, I. W efibury L eigh
Phipps, W. ditto
R ickwonh, Mrs. Kighlcy
Pickin, W. Efq. Whitmore
Richard~, Rev. J. Hull
Pidgeon, J. Cor!l1am
Rider, Mrs. Mary, Reading,
2 copies
Piercy, R. Bedworth
Ring, Mr. Reading
Pinder, S. Falcon.fquare
Rivingto11, Melf. St. Paul 's Church-yard, i copies
Pinhey, R . L. Plymouth-dock
Rix, N. 13111nderfi:011e
Pirfon, J. Heme! H empfi:eacl
Roby, Rev. W . Manchefier,
4 copies
7 copies
Pitke;:i.thley, R . T avifiock -fi:reet,
Robinfon, S. Efq. Suay. frreet, Blackfriars
Plant, Mifs, Fin/bury-place
Robinfon, J. Hull
Platt, Rev. \V. F. Holywell-mount
Robinfon, Rev. J. Leicefrer,
2 coµics
Platt, John, Huddersfield
Roberts, Mr. jun. Spa-fields
Plummer, T. Efq. Peckham
Roberts, Mr. Fore-fi:!'ect
Polworth, J. Buckingham-gate
Roberts, J. W.
Poufett, M r. H ackuey
Roberts, J. Efq. Huddersfield
Poole, M r. St. Giles's
Roberton, Mr. \Vooler
Popjoy, J. Frome
Roffey, Mrs. Lincoln's-inn-fields
Popjoy, N. 9, Ca{tie.fi:reet, Borough
Rogers, Elizabeth, Abingdon
Popplewell, J. Hull
·
Rohleder, Conrad, CharJes-ftreet, Mile-end
Popplewell, Shepherd, Hull
Rofa, A. Aberdeen
Porter, Mr. Thraj)fion
Rof,, l\Ir. Bengal
Rof:;, Mr, Rod1ei1er
2,

I
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'Rotton, G. Frome
Rothwell, Mr. Manchell:er
Rowes, Mifs, Caermarthen
Row, Mr. K.ingfiand
Rowell, W. jun. Greenwich
Rudge, Mr. Stroud
Rugg, H. St. Paul's Church-yard
Ruf!:, W . Hull
Rulfc:11, R. Kirkcaldy, N. B.
Ryland, Rev. John, D. D. Briilol

s.
Sabine, Rev. J. Uley
Sabine, W . Hlington
Sackett, H. Rotherhithe
Saddington, T. 147, Minories
Sae!, G. Bookfeller, Strand,
7 copies
Saffray, Rev. Mr. Salilbury
Saintlbury,J. Bear-fir. Blackfriars-road, 7 copies
8 copies
- Saltren, Rev. J. Bridport,
Sampfon, S. 55, Bread-11:reet
Sanders, S. W orcefter
Saviii, J. London
Savage, J. K.ingiland
Savage, S. Bethnal-green-road
Saunders, J. Plymouth
Scatcherd, T. Hull
Scholfield, Mr.
Schneider, J. H. Bow-lane
Schneider, J. Holborn
Schoolbred, J. Efq. Mark-lane
Scott, S. Bungay
Scott, Mr. Deptford
Scott, John, 63, Coruhill
Scott, J. Efq. Bengal
Scott, Rev. J. Matlock
Scott, J;). Efq. India-houfe
Seares, Mrs. Worcefter-11:reet, Southwark
Sealing, T. Hull
Sedcole, Rev. W. Swanage, near Poole
Self, J. Efq. Trowbridge
Sell, E. Bankfide
Sergeant, Mrs. F. Melton Rofs
Serie, A. Efq. Tranfport-office,
3 copies
Severn, Benjamin
Shaw, B. Efq. Lavender-hill, Surry
Shaw, T. Stoke Newington
Shaw, Mr. 'A'ilftead-11:reet, Somers-town
Shaw, J. Counter-11:reet, Borough
Sharp, G. T emple
Sherrilf, A. Efq. Leith
Sheppard, Rev. C. Bath
Sheppard, J. Efq. Lambeth
Sheppard, Rev. W. Wrentham
Shenftone, W. Standyford, Wolverhampton
Shepherd, S. W. Plymouth
Shepherd, Mr. Hull

Shirreff, R. Efq. Leith
Shirreff, A. Pancras-lane
Shruhfnle, E. Efq; Sheernefs, Kent
Shrubfole, 'vV. Old-11:reet-road
Shrimptoo, Mifs, G!oucefier-terrace
Shrimpfop, J. Efq. Bradnum, Bucks
Shuttkworth, H. Great Bowden
Shurlock, B. Farnham
Sibree, Rev. J. Frame
Simkins, J. Frame
Simpfon, Mr. Newgate-fireet
Simpfon, Rev. D. Macclesfield
Simpfon, W. 13 3, Ratcliff-highway
Simpfon, Mr. Broker, Ratcliff-highway
Sims, W. Efq.
Sims, \;I/. jun.
Sims, James
Sims, Samuel
Sims, Jacob
Sinclair, Mr.
Singer, J.jun. Wefibury
Singer, Mifs, Wefibury Leigh
Skinner, W. Efq. Briftol
Slade, D. 3, Crown-court, Borough
Slatterie, Rev. J. Chatham
Sloper, Rev. Mr, Plymouth
Sloper, Rev. R. Devizes
SlUtrn, J. Chrifichurch
Smart, Rev. J. Stirling
Small, Rev. James, Axrninfier ,
Smith, Rev. W. Biddeford
Smith, G. Lovel's-court, Pater-noll:er-row,
2 copies
Smith, R ev. Mr. Eagle-fireet
Smith,J. 2, Riche's-court, Lime-fireet
Smith, Mr. S. Colebrook-row, Hlington
Smith and Son, Howden, Yorkfhire
Smith, W. B. 5, Crooked-lane
Smith, A. Uley
Smith, J. Efq. Bradford, Wilts
Smith, ~fr. Pitt-11:reet, St; George's-fields
Smith, J. Glafgow
Smith, Mr. Newgate-fireet
Smith, T. Margaret-11:reet
Smith, W. Green Park-fireet, Bath
Smith, Mr. Hoofe-fireet, Bath
Smith, J • G. Brcwer-11:reet, Bath
Smith, O. Weftfield-houfe, Bath
Smith, J. Gutter-lane
Smithers, H. Efq. Wandfworth
Snowden, John, M. D, Stroud
Somerville, Rev, J. Branfion
Southern, A. Wi!kersfield
Southgate, Mifs, 9, Hatton-garden
Stagg, Mifs
Stevens, T. Bildefione
Sterne, Mr, Sheernefs, Kent

Steinmetz, William

Stewart, W. Manchefier
Stewart, R. Manchefier
Steptoe, P. Thorpe
Stewart, Dr, Phyfician, Edinburgh,
2, copies
Steven, Rev. J. Thomhaugh-ftreef
Stevenfon, J. JUD,
Stevens, Rev. W. Bingley, Yorkfhire
Stevens, W. Three Crown-court; Borough
Stephens, Sir P. Admiralty
Steell, R. Efq. Finfuury-fquare
Stedl, R. G. Hlington •
St~ll, Lieut. G. Madras, India
Stiff, T;13, New-11:reet, Covent-garden
Stokes, Martin, ehrifichurch
Stokes, Henry, Hattop-garden,
9 copies
Stonham, D. Rye
Storche, P. John-fireet, Tottenham-court-road
·
Strange, J. Bifhopfgate-fireet
,
Strange, W. di~o
Stuart, C. Efq. M. D. Edinburgh
2, copies
'
Sturgefs, Mr. Sheernefs ' ~
Studd, Mrs. E. Woodbridge
Studd, Captain Edward '
Styring, W. Huddersfield
Such, Rer. J. Brentwood
Sunderland, J. Wakefield
Sundius, C. Efq. F.enchurch-ftreet
Sutcliff, Mr. Stroud, Kent. ·
Symes, J. by Rev. J. Saltren
Spear, R. Manchefiel."
Spear, A. ditto
Spence, Mr. z, Su1folk-ftreet, C.haring-crofs
Spencer, J. Taplow.
Spencer, F.
,Spicer, S. Portfea
Sp~ds, P. Biihop's7court, Old Bailey
. .
Squire, T.

T.
Tabor, R. Colchefter
Taffs, J . Chatham
Tagg, J.118, Wood-ftreet, Cheapfide
Tawk, Mifs, Dulwich
Taylor, W. Plymouth
Taylor, J. Doncafier
Taylor, W. Efq. Southampton
Taylor,.James, ditto
Taylor, A. Roxton-town
Taylor, Hatton-garden Reading Society
Thellufon, G. W, St. Mary Axe
Thompfon, John
•
Thompfon, Captain W. Chriftchurch
T hompfon, Mr. Berkley-fquare, Brifiol
Thompfon, J. Manchell:er,
z copies
T ~omas, C. Honey-lane-market
Till, J. N ewP.ort, Ifie of Wight

NAMES.
Tippetts, Mr. Noble-ftreet
Titley, J. Bath
Tizard, E. Chriflchurch
Tolkein, Mrs'. White Lion-fireet, Pentonville
Tompkins, Mrs. W. Abingdon
Tompkins, J. ditto
Totman, Mifs E. Halfiead
Towers, Mr. Chemifr
Town fend, J. Cannon-fireet
Townfend, Rev. J. Bermondfey
Townfend, W . 3z5, Holborn
Towle, J . High-ftreet, Borough.
Toy, Mifs, Walworth
T ozer, Rev. J. Taunton
Tripp, S. Briftol
Tripp, J. ditto
Trotter, Rev. J. D. D. Hans-place, Sloane-fireet
Truro, P.
7 copies
Turk, Mr. Dulwich
Turpie, J. Great Sutton-fireet
Turnbull, J. j un. City-road
T yler, John
Tyreman, Rev. D. Kingfand, Cornwall

u.
Underhill, Mrs.
Underwood, Mr. Butt-lane Deptford
Upper Olfory, Earl of
'

v.
Van Shirndling, Baron, Saxony
Van Alphen, Madam, Harengelliet
V.anderkemp, Dr. Hague
Varley, R.
Venables, W . Woburn, Bucks
Vernon, J. Uttoxeter
Virtue, S. Woodbridge·
V yfe, J, Eaton

w.
Wackri11, J. 13, Wildernefs-row
'Wade, J. Efq. Hanwav-frreet Oxford-fireet
Wakeman, Mrs.
'
•'
Waiftall, C. Holborn
Walker, Mrs.
Walker, J. Efq. Clifton
Walker, J. Efq. Afton
Walker, T. Efq. Winelbank
Walker, J. Efq. Ferham
Walker, Rev. Mr. Dublin
Wa!cot, J . Efq. Greenwich
'ATallach, W . Kingfland
Walter, Mr. Foggs, Ireland
Walt ham, Rev. J. lckleford, Herts
Wathen, R. W alfall

..
SUBSCRIBERS' NA.MES.
Vlathen, J. Efq. Kenfington

'-''atl..ins, Rev. Mr. Greville-fireet
Warren,--, Efq. Kentifi1-town
Wardland, Mr. Edinburgh
\Vatkins, J. Lamb's Conduit-fireet,
7 copies
Watfon, G. Saxlingham, Norfolk
Watfon, S. Swanland
Waugh, Rev. A. Salilbury-place
Waylen, R. jun. Devizes
\~ay, J . Efq. Lincoln-inn-fields
Waymouth, H. Efq. Batrerfea
\-Vebfier, D. London
Webber, J. Efq. Bnrrow's-buildings
Webb, J. Printer, Bedfor4
Webfier, J. St. John's, Bungay
\-Vede, l\1r.
\Vede, J.
\Veeks,"J. fen. Chillarton
Weir, W. H. Efq. Craigie-hall
·
\Vellman, Mifs, Taunton·
\\' ellman, Mifs R. ditto
\Vellman, T. Efq. Poundsford-port
\Velis, N. near Bofton
\Vefl, Mr. G ravefend
\Vefi, Rev. G. Stoke
\Vefrland, J. Buxton
Vi'e!Uey, J. Surry-road
Weybridge, F. Mill.bank-firee,t
" 'ight, G. Bunhill-row
Wilkie, J. Efq. Walthamftow
\Vilkinfoo, Mrs. Snow-hill
\Vickenden, Mr. 78, Cornhill
\Vilkinfon, T. Mauchefier
\Yilkinfon, vV. Tabernacle-row
\\'ilkinfon, Rev. Mr. Leicefter,
3 copies
\Vilks, Rev. M . Old-fireet-roa<l
\\'illack, '-''· KingOand
\Villiams, J. Efq. Futte Gbur, India
'\Villiams, Rev. E. Rotherham
Williams, Lient. Col. Royal Cornifu
Wills, T. Briftol
Wilmhurft, J. Reading
\Vilmot, Mrs. Bath
·wilmot, B. High-fireet, Borough
'-''ilkins, Rev, J.
Wilfon, J. Knightfbridge
\Vilfon, Mr. Woolbridge
Wilfon, J. Efq. Milk-fireet, Cheapfide
Wilfon, D. Hull

'-''ilfon, R. Hanley
Wilfon, G. Clapton
Wilfon, W. Charles-fquare
Wilfon, S. I 1, Goldfmith-fueet
Wi}frm, J. Middlewich
Wilfon, J. Brewer-ftreet, Golden-fquare
Wilfon, T. Efq. Artillery-place
\Vi.ldman, Mr. Londwater
Winter, Rev. C. Paiofwick
\Vitcher, Mr. Lifs, Hants
Wink worth, Rev. W. St. Saviour's, Southwark
Winchefier, W. StraodWbite, Mifs, Durham
'White, Captafo C. Futte Gbur, India
Whittaker, F.
Whittaker, D. Hackney
'-'Thitfield, Rev. Mr. Hampfierly
,Vhite, E. Winbourn, Dorfet
Whittuck, J. Brifiol
Whittenbmy, J. Efq. Fulworth-lodge
· Whitchurch, S. Bath
Whittingham, Rev. R. Everton
Wood, Mr. Stroudwater
·wollin, Mr. Fetter-lar..e
Wood, J. 55, Minories
Wood, Rev. J. Rowell, Northampton{hire
Wood, Mrs. Colchefter
Wood, S. Efq. Brighton
Wolfe, Mr. Haymarket
Wolffe, G. Efq. America•fquare
Wood, C . Manchefier
'-''oodbam, S. Feltham
Woodhoufe, D. Redcrofs-fireet
Woodman, W. 43, Bermondfey-fireet
Worley, Mr. Cheapfide
v.,rright, W. ~'inbourn, Dorfet,
2 copie&
Wright, W.
Wright, W. Borough
Wright, J. Leather-lane
'-''right, l\Ir. fen . Prefcot-fireet
Wright, Mr.jun. ditto
Wygram, W. Brighton

Y.
Yockney, S. Bedfm.·d-fireet, Covent-garden
Young, J. Bear-fl:reet, Leicefier-fquare
Young, T. Falkirk, Scotland

'

<

'

•

•'
.\
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THE END,
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