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vﬁwamm quiet but m%?v%mmﬁ and ever -precious
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BY WAY OF BEGINNING

v the votes of my brethren I had been placed in the
chair of the New South Wales Conference. The insignia -
of ‘office were placed in my hands by my predecessor—a .
‘distinguished minister of the Church—the Rev. J. E.~
‘Carruthers, D.D. Among the numerous néwspaper articles
‘that deigned to chronicle the fact was a certain Northern
journal that paid a high and much-deserved tribute to the :
worth: and work of the man I was to succeed. Then /
followed a:reference to myself, succinct, all-comprising : -
¢ All ‘that needs to be said of the new occupant of the
onferential Chair is that he is an evangelist.” R
Even so; otherwise this book would never have been
‘written. - “An  evangelist '—that, and mnothing more,
nothing less. In that fact I this day breathe the
atmosphere of a perfect content. , .
“Again and again I have been urged to this writing by
mien whose judgement it were folly to ignore. For long I
‘hesitated, for have not better men written finer records, -
which have been published and-—forgotten ! o
- Full'well do T realize that pages such as these lay one
open to the charge of egotism. 5till, in the'spirit of a true
“gincerity, and in the fervent hope that they may prove.
-of iriterest to ministers and Christian workers who are in
“the making, T have yielded thus to tell this story of the
evangelism of my, life:
oAt times the pen has dragged, for it has been difficult
to submerge the personal element; at others my soul,
and, I trust, my pen have taken fire, and I have revelled in
‘the ‘privilege of magnifying the grace of God seen in the
‘extension of the kingdemn of our Divine Redeemer. . In
fairness to myself it needs to be mentioned that in these
tecords I have rigidly refrained from cultivating what is -
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- will convey their own message to the heart of the gentle
©- . Teader.

" declaration of the late European War ; and it was hoped

" ago.
i -imperative.

“launch -this ‘frail barque upon the waters.

- inspiration to many who this day stand upon the threshold
of their life's great work !

"Marshall Broomhall, M.A. (editorial secretary of the China
“Inland ‘Mission), and to others for valuable assistance so

- press.

£ *Ruavron,” LINDFIELD, SYDNEY

known as ,..Emwmg style’ ; here will be found .50 ,H_oo&
&+ colouring,” no tricks of the rhetorician, but a sfory told in
-+ simple, unadorned English, the facts of which, it is hoped, -

The major portion of the book was written prior to mﬁ.

that it would have seen the light at least two years '
War conditions, however, rendered postponement .

. With a timid heart, and yet with fervent prayer, 1

May these "
".pages at least prove to be a message of guidance and of

-~ With a grateful heart I desire to express my indebtedness g
- to my friend, the Rev. James Doran, of London, to Mr. |

~cheerfully rendered in preparing these shéets for the-
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LUXXVIL QUIET DAYS . . . . . . 317 TuERE have been two evangelists bearing the name of -
Taylor, each of whom has exercised a great influence upon

‘XXVIL LIFE'S GUIDING PRINCIPLES . . .32y

. . : : the religious life of Australia. One of thesé was a visitor ; -
‘the other was a resident in the Commonwealih. The two:
men represented widely - different .characters and modes
-of appeal and work; but they were both alike in their
burning zeal for the salvation and uplifting of men, in-
their strong conviction ‘that the only way for the accom- .
“plishment of these objecis was by the proclamation of "
“the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and its acceptance

CAppENDIX . . . .. oo . J333:

©° - LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS S
.Mﬁ?;a G. TAYLOR = . L m“g&%m%w.

‘by their hearers, and they have Dboth been honoured by
. BARLY PORTRAITS OF MR. TAYLOR PACING m,»%y | ;the great success which they have achieved. o
7 GROUP OF CENTRAL MISSION UILDINGS | e 0 '~ One of these men was a typical American, who had ™
G, EVANGELISTS AT WORK . CoTe mmm graduated in the streets and slums of San Francisce.
A S A o L. .w@m. . and among the rough characters who were engaged in the -
© ' INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR VIEWS OF THE LYCEUM HALL .mwm .. ‘search for. gold in those early days in California. He was .
(T L ATEST PORTRAIT OF MR. AND MES : o0 “known in after years as Bishop Taylor; but throughout.
o : RS. TAYIOR © . +.304.. hese States the name by which he was best known, and

" by which he is very lovingly remembered, was “ California
Taylor. The success which followed his labours was of
no ephemeral character, for in many homes the direct and
indirect results which were so apparent when William
Taylor preached the gospel throughout Australia are still
‘manifest. Many other earnest preachers and evangelists
“have continued in the same great work. Some of the
“results of their devoted service we have seen and rejoiced
“aver, but for the full record of their triumphs we have still -
to wait. In this also we only know in part. But the
" times change, and weé also change with them-—not in our -
II - P .

..“ - A REMARKABLE SOCIETY CLASS . . . « 314 :

'
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object, which is the salvation of men,. and not in the

means which we adopt for its achievement, for there is

- still for us ‘no other name given among men whereby we
.. can be saved * but the name of Christ Jesus our Lord, but
" in the widening out of our aspirations and purpose. Mr.
‘Wesley told his preachers that they had nothing to do

" but to save souls, and in the sense in which he used the.

“'term he was right ; ‘but we scan a wider horizon to-day,
and the Church is realizing as it has never donée before
that we only fully follow Christ when we take into our

-7 -hearts all the mind of Christ, and care for the bodies as -
~ -well as for the souls of men. ,

It is just here where the distinctive character of modern

. .missions, as conducted by William G. Taylor and. the:

~Central Methodist Missions in all the States, is made ap-

‘parent : no less concern for the saving of the souls of men,
. no new plan for their salvation, but a widening out of our-

‘object so as to include all that concerns the welfare of our

. fellow men in the work we do, because in so doing we find
.~ that we fulfil the will of God. RO
“:0 - -How far-reaching the work and aims of the Sydney
- Central Mission are may in part be gathered by reading the
¢ names of the different branches of work which are so effec-

tively conducted. How many of our people realize that, in

- addition to the ordinary but all-important work of preach-
e ing and visitation, the Mission includes in'its effective work °
S0 7 such branches as Immigration and Employment Agency,

Evangelists’ Training Institute, Quéen Victoria Seamen’s

Rest, Home of ‘ Sisters of the People,” Home for Fallen and,” .

Friendless Girls, Orphanage for Waifs and Strays, People’s

Central Hostel, Girls” Rest-rooms, Men’s Shelter, Residen- -

" tial Home, Workmen’s Home, ‘ Lyceurn Peopls’s Own,” .

Young Men’s Settlement, Young Men’s and Young
‘Women’s Guilds of Service, Mothers’ Meetings, Working

© Girls” Brigade, Sunday School, Adults’ Bible-class, Literary

... and Debating Society, Musical Department, Social Clubs, ..

&e, ? : o
1t is chiefly to tell our people something of this great work

. that Mr, Taylor has written this book. It does not-and .-
-~ cannot tell all that should be known. .He can tell ussome- .
.- thing of the successes which have been achieved, and we -

.. -can thapk God for them ; but he does not and cannot tell
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us of the times of discouragement and weariness which he

: .Nﬁmn had to suffer, when the magnitude of the work nomwm
“pelled the old cry, * Lord, who is mﬂm@ﬁmdﬁ?n ﬂwmm.o things ?

A strong faith gave the assurance of ultimate victory, but
‘the strain to a man of his temperament must have often
“almost reached the breaking-point. We and all our Church

. are thankful that he has been privileged to live to see even
“mnore than the firstfruits of m:uu SEmawmﬂm harvest, the
- seed of which was o often sown in tears. The book he has
Sitten will, I am sure, be welcomed not only by our own
people, but by all who love the Lord Jesus Christ, and who
feel their responsibility for the carrymng on of the work
“which He has given them to do. By a perusal of these
“pages they will be led to thank God and to take courage.

= E._ %&“E&n interest attaches to the above nofe, tnasmuch as
- itwas almost the last this vemarkable man was permitied to
“wrile, ere he was called to higher service.]

_mw taE REV. JAMES E. CARRUTHERS, D.D.

7 (President of the Australasian Methodist General Conference ;
S Editor of ¢ The Methodist?)

: o is one feature by which, more than any other, the
Wﬂmﬂw of the Rev. ﬁw.w G. Taylor in Australia has been
characterized, it is that of evangelism. = He has evidenced
‘fo his brethren the possession of abilities and gifts that
‘would have given him prominence in not a few other -
‘directions. He might have excelled as a writer, with his
crisp style and faculty for picturesque and striking ex-
“pression. Asa departmental minister he would have been .
“a fortune to any Connexional office, with his masterly and
“almost unique gift of organization. As a circuit minister

: he.would certainly have had the occupancy i SUCCESSION,
“of the best appointments that Australian Methodism has to.
give, with the variety of opportunity and the sense of pop-
“ularity they afford. But he has deliberately eschewed all
“these lines of service that he might ‘ do the work of an evan-
“gelist ” In connexion with the Central Methodist gﬁ.,mwSF of )




: ~which he was the founder, and of which, ﬁﬁw vnmm. inter- |
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missions, he was the superintendent for the long period of

over a quarter of a century. Of that work he tells the
-+« story in these pages. :

‘Whether or not the Sydney Central Methodist Em.m.mmou

was the first of its kind in Methodism, as is claimed by Mr, ~
‘Taylor, it was at least among the very earliest of the goodly
. company of such ‘organizations, and it was absolutely the-
. 'pioneer of the Central Missions now established in all the
. -capital centres of the Commonwealth of Australia and the .

. Dominion of New Zealand.

__All these Missions are avowedly social, redemptive, and’
- philanthropic in their scope and effort. But they are:
“*'primarily and essentially evangelistic. This is especially -

“the case with the Sydney Central Methodist Mission.. Yet.

~ - .again: all the Australian organizations of that type bear
-+ the impress & their founder ; notably is this.so with the
Sydney Mission, which for years has taken its colour and

tone from the fervid and intense spirit of the lonoured

‘minister who laid its foundations and built up its super-'
.. sstructure to its present imposing proportions. The differ- .

“ence between ¢ Old York Street ' as it was in 1884, with its

" handful of people, its dispirited membership, and its de-

" pleted exchequer, and the flourishing organization of the

e nmﬂwﬁm Em.&.o&mﬁ Mission of to-day, housed in the well--
equipped ' Vickery Mission Settlement,” with its network -

of evangelistic and philanthropic agencies, all throbbing

: ' with lfe and purpose, marks the measure of success with

. which: the Divine Master has been pleased to bless an-

L agency which at the beginning of its history accepted as 3
S its guiding motto ‘ A Living Christ for a dying world.’ .

The author of this book needs no word of formal intro-
duction or commendation. He 15 one of the best-known'
figures in the public religious life of the Commonwealth of
%umqm:m. and in the Southern World generally. And he
is not only one of the best known, he is also one of the most

L &H.amﬁmmmnmronoﬁmm. His praise is in all the churches,and -
~ hisnameis one to conjurewith in all areas of Australian life. -
S .H.mmimwa to the Homeland and America have also familiar-

" rized large congregations there with his name and work, -
- By his friends in all parts of the world the publication of

7 his “Life-story’ will be welcomed as portraying one of the

e
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“most striking and successful ministerial careers of modern.
“times. | ,
"It was William G. Taylor's privilege to exercise his
‘ministry during an interesting and important era in
‘Australian history. He has witnessed marvellous material
growth ; he has seen wonderful political changes ; he was
‘iore than an onlooker in the establishment of the Com-
monwealth of Australia and the resultant birth of Austra-
lian nationhood. During these stirring and eventful times
-he has been at close grips with the inner life of the largest
“and most influential city of the Southern World, and has
combated the forces of materialism and sin which are
the bane .of city life to-day. But amid all he has been.
wnwaveringly loyal to the supreme allegiance. He has.
believed in the applicability of the gospel message to
“modern times and conditions. He has never doubted
‘the power of the evangel of Jesus Christ ; and right in
“the heart of a city throbbing with life, steeped in
~aterialism, and, alas, saddened by much sin, he has
adhered to the old Apostolic message, ‘ Christ the power -
of God and the wisdom of God’ , : B
 Who canr wonder that such preaching and such. work
have been as salt in its antiseptic and healing influence ?
By such means Willlam G. Taylor and workers of like
spirit and aim have rendered a service of incalculable .
value to these Australian States, already great and
“prosperous, and destined yet to play a part of wvast
jmportance in the great drama of modern ‘civilization,
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A STUDY IN ORIGINS _
..H._.pm...uw.maw. of Cleveland-—Great men born there—Ancestors and
" Jobn = Wesley—DMy . mother—Village Methodism——Early

- Christian influences—A preacher a hundred and five years
old.

I was born on January 18, 1845, in the quaint little
village of Knayton, four miles from Thirsk. Backed -
by the Hamilton hills, surrounded by ‘tree-clad knolls,
vetdant valleys; and running trout streams, it is as bonnie
a- little spot as can be found in the North Riding of
Yorkshire. : : : .
. Two.years ago I revisited the old home, and found it
almost untouched by the finger of time—the same quiet,
out-of-the-world spot it was seventy yearsago. 1 preached.
10 the few old folk who gathered for worship, one of whom
- remembered my father living in  the big house’ at the
time of my birth. The house still stands, though .
~the grounds have been shorn of their glory—five noble
. poplars that were wont to give dignity to the dear old
-homestead, , : -
.  Knayton is one of the many outposts of the Thirsk -
Circuit, famous in the past for its wonderful contributions
“to Foreign Missions, and for the character of the men it
“sent into the ministry. It is situatedat the southern limit
of one of the finest rural districts to be found in Yorkshire.
~Who has not heard of the rich vales of Cleveland, surrounded
-on the south by the well-known range ofthe Cleveland hills, -
‘on the east by the North Sea, and on the north and west -
by branches of the River Tees? Eh, but it is a lovely
‘spot to have lived in! I count it no small honour to have
-spent my boyish days amongst its sturdy, honest farmers,:
. N . o 19 N . :
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u. 3 " within sight of wOmm@ﬂd\ Topping and of the famous Cap-

—. tain Cook Monument ; to have been educated in one of its

..9%553 mﬁhroow“ Wbm saturated with the blessed revival

-.nfluences that, in those days at least, were the j

" boast of our Methodist mocw. . ¢ Joy and &.rm
-+ T'know of nio rural district in England that has sent into

* the ministry of our Church a larger number of worthy mes-
.. sengers of the Cross (see Appendix). The world is a-
- better place to-day to Hve in, and the Methodist Church”
-+ Isalong way the richer, for that galaxy of worthy—in some
- cases distinguished—men who here found the Pearl of great -
“ price, here received their divine commission, and hence have:
-+ gone forth to every part of the world as ambassadors of the -

"+ Cross.. :
. H ever a man had cause to be grateful for his forbears

R and for the friends of his youth, that man is he who holds

-this pen. :

-+ I come of healthy Yorkshire stock. As far back as can

. be traced, on both sides of the family-tree, ours has bee
U 2 g * n
pure North Riding blood. On my méther’s side I come of

_”._ ".long generations of stalwart yecomen of the soil. One

branch of the family has been in possession of that pictur-
esque old building—the loved resort of the North Country
archaeologists—Leak Hall, near to Knayton, as far back as

e L the days of Charles I. It was here I spent my boyhood

- holidays, helping in the fields, feasting in that ancient
- kitchen, and wandering. through those awe-inspiring
- wainscoted bedrooms. ,

My Boﬁwm.w.m father, Thomas Eoﬁc? was of Ho.,_idwﬁoﬁ .
“- stock.  Their farm was situated within a mile of Knayton. -
o They were good Methodists, with only two children, a son

and a daughter. My mother was educated at a boarding-

ey _school E .Hﬂdﬁmmwowoﬁm? She was early brought under
deep religious influences, and as naturally as the flower
-+ -expands before the morning sun her heari opened to the
.. transforming power of the grace of God. My grandmother
" i 'must have been a saint. One of her letters, written in the -

. early thirties, and addressed to my mother, lies before m
o It is the letter of one who lived in the H@mmn@om of the HOHM“

_.. ."'the production of a cultured mind, yearning f i .
- . , g for the highest
L - good of her only daughter. ‘It was from such mﬁoom my -

sainted mother came, During one of my visits to England
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“curlosity led me to the old Kilyington homestead, now in

the possession of strangers. On mentioning my mother’s

‘hare, the good farmer’s wife said, * Morton'!  Why, you'll
-find that name engraved on a window upstaits.” And,
sure enough, on a tiny window-pane in a cosy little room,

I found inscribed by a diamond ring the loved name * Mary

-Ann Morton, 1828, written in my dear mother’s beautiful

handwriting when only fifteen years of age. -~ Here I stood

“as on holy ground. In this house my mother spent her-
girlish days. In all probability in this room she first trusted -
"“her Saviour. It was easy to imagine mother and child

closeted in this spot in blessed and holy fellowship. In

_that room were generated forces whose uplifting influences . -
follow me and her other children to this day. "
I am thinking at this moment of the sayings of epoch- .

making men, telling of the influence their mothers have

“exerted over their lives. 1 can endorse them all. * A kiss
“from my mother,” said West, ‘ made me a painter.” Sir
T, Fowell Buxton, one of the champions of the West Indian

slaveés in the British House of Commons, once wrote to his

“mother : ¢ I constantly feel, especially in action and exer-

‘tion for others, the effects of principles early implanted

by you in my mind.” How noble the words of Lord Lang-
“dale, one of England’s most brilliant Chief Justices: ‘1f
~“‘the whole world were put into ome scale, and my mother

"in the other, the world would kick the beam ! And better
'still is the boast of Abe Lincoln: ‘All that I am,
‘ or hope to be, I owe it to my angel mother, blessings on her

‘memory.’ * And certain it is that, but for the remarkable
influences generated «in that homely Kilvington home, ‘I -

“should have had a different iale to tell this day. It was-
‘my mother’s example that, in my earliest days, threw a

spell over me ; her prayers follow me still. Her reproofs:.
‘made me tremble ; her patience and her self-abnegation won

my heart. ,
1 ghall never forget one pathetic incident that marked

~“an epoch in my strange young life. At a Sunday-evening

service in the old Stokesley chapel, when I was about
eleven, 1 was deeply impressed by a sermon preached by

“‘an old friend of our family. IHis homely appeal reached

my young heart. I tarried to the prayer-meeting, and

_in my corner earnestly sought the Lord. After the service

5
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&Omm& I still retained my seat in real dj o
: ; al distress
Passing towards the door with hat in wmn% Mwwm %,Mmmnwﬁw
‘noticed my wﬁoc_.&mm. look, and, putting his hand upon
my head, said, * Williarn, my boy, what is ?@Eﬁﬂmn

~ with you?’ Amid my sobs I man i
. that 1 awas © ) aged to let him know .
that EmmmmnE trouble -about my soul. Instead of going

prayer to God as he should ‘

.wvm good man patted me on the shoulder mwmwwww& m.oumw.
. WMHMW M_\M.ﬂmE, mﬂn%zwmm... ; Be a good little boy, and it will
: rose in mw o ell do I remember how my young heart
hastily leaving the chapel, I

" sobbing a8 I°rar ran- through the streets,

Reaching home, I burst open the

door and rushed into the arms of my mother, and cried

-out, ‘Oh, mother, I want to be a Christian |

©.were visitors present, but what cared . I for that? Fny

oIt was ever thus; there seemed to be, moEmrod.ﬁ a

o peculiar bond of m%ﬁ%mmw% _wmﬁémmb her spirit and mine, -
. : still possess scores of her- I s
woo o wntten to me in my youth, They are siil] it
I ‘What r.:\m she lavished upon mmﬂ MM:M%M% vmao&o:oh.

oo were always her counsels | |

- We knew each other.

How, in th d e
] g e many de
through which she was called to pass, she waawm% wwmﬁﬁwﬁw

_ - heart in giving to and in creating sympathy in others !

. On my father’s side [ :
Aourth generation, am a Methodist of at least the-

birthplace . was Skelton-in-Cleveland, then (before the

lie a lovely straggling vi

miles from the coast, at s&ﬁ%mw nomm ,&Mm .ﬁ%mw.h%%m

“ﬂwﬁ%ﬂwﬁ%. .%Q‘ Mm:vzg.d%-??mom. S

- ceveral fimes visited by John Wesley. Aith,

Do record of his having preached W‘H the %%%Mw éuw%mmwm

Nine occasions wp@ Preached with remaykable H.me.mm follow-
.an in the adjoining market-town of Guisborough, On
unday, July 8, 1759, Mr, Wesley writes of his first visit -

* From Stokesley * (where he had .
! esley dad preached on 1 .
~In the momming) ‘I rode to @Emvoaonm&“ at the moowﬂm omﬂmmw .

mountains. The sun would have been ‘insupportable

but that we had a strong wind full in our face for the.

; greatest part of the day. At twelve we had lovely

This was not the answer I needed, and, -

. her arms pressing me to her heart With, .
o she told UG
- love, and comforted my tumult-tossed .mwm%%mm Saviour °

probably of the fifth, My father’s.”
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- congregation in a meadow near thé town, who drank in
.~ every word that was spoken as the. thirsty earth -the
-showers.” That same night he preached at Robin Hood's
Bay, sixteen miles farther on, passing through Skelton
e voufe. It was probably at this service that some of
‘my forefathers fthe Taylors and the Shemelds) first heard
“the great evangelist. At any rate, about that time several
cof them were converted. My great-grandfather.
- Thomas Shemelds, was born at Skelton in the year 1763,
“.and his wife Elizabeth in the year 1761, Both were class- -
i leaders, probably appointed by John Wesley himself,
~ They lived blameless and earnest Christian lives, exerting .
“a remarkable influence in the district. Of the. family
of five sons and two  daughters, four were local
~preachers and one  a class-leader. An original letter
written by George, a son of one of the local preachers, and
‘bearing date ° Stokesley, April 26, 1825," lies before me.
It is long, flling four pages of foolscap closely written,
and is an answer to a letter written by his sister. Letter-
Jwriting in those days was evidently a luxury not often
“to-be indulged in. Here we have a carefully elaborated
“statement of the great doctrine of personal regeneration.” -
If he preached as he wrote, I am in doubt as to his accept-
‘ability. But there! people were different a hundred years -
‘ago ; they were not out of patience with long sermons.
- My grandfather, William. Taylor, was bom in Skelton
.7 in the year 14790, and was for some years atower of strength
1o the rapidly growing Soclety. It was in his time that
a long fight was commenced fo secure a site upon which
~"to erect a meeting-house. The squire of the parish was
. hostile to the Methodists, and every approach was repulsed.
©- At length there came a preacher to the circuit who mixed.
a little of the wisdom of this world with his devout praying

‘and earnest preaching, who determined that a chapel
should be built. The Society was summoned to prayer.
7. After much coungel and more pleading with God, the
~ preacher resolved to beard the lion in his den. In a few
hours he returned from the Castle with a smiling face.
* Thank God,’ said he, ‘ we can set to ‘work and build our
chapel. - The squire has agreed to give us the land we
. want.” " In reply to astonished questionings, it transpired
-that at first the great man was as haughty as ever in his
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refusal. ‘No, no; I want none of u\o:,. Eﬂro&mﬁm in

my village,
&w._w ch HMW ) uéwmp Mmﬂﬂoﬁ you all be reasonable and attend
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‘whose fostering care it has developed into an extensive
‘business corporation. As Sheriff of Hull, and then for
two years as its Mayor and chief magistrate, he has served,
his city well. - A magnificent oil-painting of himself,
‘presented by the citizens of the old city, now graces the -
walls of the City Hall and attests to the high esteem in
which he was held, Probably the work which, of all
.others, has best paid him for years of service is that
of the Sunday school. In comjunction with the Right
Hon. T. R. Ferens, M.P., and Mr. W. H. Slack, my
brother has for many years been superintendent of
Brunswick Street schools, with a present membership of
2,200 children, one of the largest Methodist Sunday schools
i England. : ‘

“About the year 1854 1 was received as a scholar into
the old Spitalfields Sunday school. Formerly a Huguenot
church for the use of refugee Fremch people residing in
London, it came ultimately into the hands of the Methodists,
and in my time was a struggling cause worked as part of |
oite of the Fast London circuits. 1 have a dith recollection
w-of having been told that the great Dr. Jabez Buanting
preached at one of the services my family attended. 1
understand that T was present at that service. The fact
is mentioned merely as furnishing a link connecting one
with a past generation. Two things connected with
Spitalfields I distinctly remember. As a boy I was
supposed to have possessed a fairly good voice. 1 presume
‘that this got to be known to the choirmaster, who one
Sunday morning lifted me over the high pew front behind -
which the Sunday school children were penned, and placed
me in the choir seat at the front of the organ, 1 was
a proud little chap that day, and have no doubt I made
Ty sister and brothers green with envy as I strutted
ahead of them on our way home to dinner. The more
- cimportant fact, and one that will always stand forth
amongst the recollections of those early days, is the deep
spiritual impression made upon my young mind when a
scholar .in that school. Tt was the most peculiar school
‘building I have beenin. What a climb to reach it, situated
as it was about the ceiling of the chapel among the timbers
‘of the roof! In that strange spot there came to me thoughts
‘of God, a knowledge of my sin, and a desire to be a -
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- quarters were men of influence. The bait took, At
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Christian.  Although only nine years of age, I can dis-
tinctly remember the deep religious feeling that was
- mine as I listened to my teacher, Mr, G. J. Brown, After
+» all these sixty years and more I treasure a little book he
gave to me——a strange gift for a child of nine—4d Ful] C hrist
ol for Empy Sinners, by the Rev. W. Romaine, A.M. On
- the first page T read, as the book lics before me, ¢ William
.- Taylor, a small token of respect irom his Teacher, G. I
- Brown, June 1z, 1854 .
o, Another of the distinct recollections of my childish days -
‘was the being taken by my father to a little chapel {fof ~
. What denomination I know not) sitwated in a marrow -
. street at the back of the London Hospital, to hear an old
- gentleman preach who was a hundred-and-five years of
age. 1 remember how packed was the lttle place, and
what holy ground it seemed to be to me. I can see the
old saint still, as he stood in that pulpit, with long flowing
white hair curling over his shoulders, and with uplifted
hand and trembling voice pleading with the people to
-~ become reconciled to God.  That which made a" more
" lasting impression upon my mind even than the sermon
24 ‘was his placing his hand upon the head of my little sister
Fanny, and saying, as he smiled with a smile that an
angel might covet, * God bless you, my dear little one.”
Think of it—the hoary-headed ‘saint of a hundred-and-

.ms.wmam?mmam HmEEmbommﬂaF_uoEo» them of the
< Lord’s great fold ! o . K

It _
ONVERSION, AND EVANGELISTIC BEGINNINGS

g Billy '—The grip of the Sunday school—A young prig—
ﬁ:wwﬂm W%me Mm&Mo%!.uwHQOHm of conversion— Huo;ﬂamﬂan
Scholar “~-Gding into the world on four shillings a week—
Spartan resolves—Morbid views of life—Safety in mmnwhoﬂml
“Remarkable answer to prayer—My first semnon——. ig
struggle—My first “fruit,’ and what followed.

Wi out ten years of age our family retured
xﬁmﬁmﬁﬂm_ﬁw@mvégﬁ owmbmmw in the conveniences _of
ravellinig since those days! We left King’s Cross .m“wm.\n_c_pb
arly in the moming by ‘the Parliamentary train, ‘the
nly penny-a-mile train of the day. We stopped at mﬂm@
illage station between London and Thirsk, arriving t ,.mH.N\ .
late at night, We sat on narrow wooden seats wit
ruelly straight backs, and had the smallest of windows to
dook out of. The couplings of the carriages were Emmn
chains, Every time the train started woe betide t e
wmwmoﬁ who happened to be standing. By the way, my
dear old father has often told me how, early in the »E@ﬁmmk
he stood with my grandfather on a siding near to Yarm
nd saw -old ‘ Puffing Billy "—George Stephenson’s No. 1
ngine—come tearing past on one of ﬂmm early trips ﬁ_.}oum
Darlington to Stockion, travelling at *the terrific pace
urteen miles an hour. ) ) L
mw%%nmnmﬁwmﬂ took up his residence in the quiet »oﬁ% of .
Stokesley, right in-the heart of the richest part of C M%o-
land. As it scems to me now, it was here my life re M
egan.. Our first home was a little cottage that owwum.ﬁ
on to the yard of Gentleman Farmer Braithwaite. Don
I remember how I used to be carried into the third gwqmmm
by being placed behind the farmer on his horse, that .
‘might open the gates for him as he rode forth to Emwmm :
his farms. And when the time of harvest came round,




